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PARK AND SOLDIERS- 
First Ward School. 



MONUMENT. 

Mynderse Academy. 



DESCRIPTION OF SENECA FALLS 



SEXF.CA I'ALI.S, a village of 6,500 population, 
of beautiful homes modern and substantial 
business blocks, delightfully shaded streets, is the 
largest village in Seneca county. Located on a 
plateau considerably higher than Cayuga lake 
(which is but two miles east), cut by natural ravines 
trending to the Seneca river which flows through the 
village and divides it into two almost equal parts — 
the village possesses advantages in natural drainage 
which the citizens have availed themselves of for 
sewerage; and the place is therefore healthful. 
Kight miles to the west is Seneca lake and 18 miles 
north Lake Ontario. 

Two competing railroads insure shippers reason- 
able freight rates, the .Auburn division of the New 
York Central over which the distance to Syracuse is 
^o miles and to Rochester 60 miles, and a spur of 
the Lehigh \'alley railroad connecting with the 
main line of that system in this state at Geneva, 
ten miles west. Its terminus is now in Seneca 
l''alls, but as this article is being written plans are 



under way to continue the construction of the line 
on TO -Auburn, 16 miles east, tlience beyond to 
Syracuse. 

Two express companies, the .'Vmerican and the 
United States, and the two telegraph companies, the 
Western Union and Postal, alTord all of the facilities 
for e.xpress and telegraphy thai anv interior com- 
muniiy possesses. There are three well conducted 
hotels. 

-A irolley line connects this village with Waterloo 
and Geneva, and before this work is published it will 
be continuous on beyond Geneva to Rochester, the 
road being now nearly completed. The gap between 
Seneca Falls and .\uburn, from which latter place 
troUev cars are running into Syracuse, is to be occu- 
pied in the course of another year. A trolley to the 
towns in the soutli end of the county, connecting 
Seneca Kalis with Ithaca is also projected. 

On the shore of Cayuga lake, connected with 
Seneca Falls by trolley, is an attractive resort where 
there are many summer homes as well as places 
for Dublic, amusement. Cavuga lake offers the 
best fishing, principally bass and pickerel, many 
^ of large size being caught every year. 
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The social and ediicnlional advantages of Seneca 
Falls are not in the least inferior to any inlund vil- 
lage and are in fact superior to many. There is a 
public school system which ranks high, comprising 
an academy, the far-famed Mynderse, and three 
graded schools, managed by a board of educaticm 
consisting of men selected for their ability, and under 
the tutorship of a carefully chosen, able faculty; and 
there is also a high grade boarding school for boys, 
Rumsey Hall, conducted by a lady eminently fitted 
to give the boys wlio are received in her school the 
best advantages. The large Catholic parish sup- 
ports a parochial school of eminent standing which 
is in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

Society in Seneca Falls surrounds the home life of 
the village with an atmosphere of culture and refine- 
ment, its encompassing lines drawing into mutual 



Throe banking institutions provide an abundance 
of capital, loaned and invested in aconservative way, 
giving to the business man ample banking facilities, 
and the small .savings a safe place of deposit. They 
are the Exchange National and tlie State Mank of 
Seneca Fails, and the .Seneca l'"alis Savings liank. 

There are two old and well establislie<l weekly 
newspapers, tlie Seneca County Courier-.lournal and 
the Seneca Falls Reveille, both edited and published 
bv men whose social and business relations with the 
communitv inspire them to support such public mens" 
ures as will best advance and maintain the interests 
of the village. These papers have a wide circulation 
through Seneca and adjacent counties and wield rm 
influence that only the long established and largely 
read newspapers of the country commancj. 

The village is governed by a president and a board 
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of eight trustees. The natural advantages for 
macadamized streets and for surface drainage has 
delayed the construction of pavements and sewers, 
without unfavorably affecting the health of the 
community or its convenience. But these improve- 
ments are projected and will undoubtedlvconie in the 
near future. 

lieal estate in which Seneca Falls has always dis- 
played an enterprising activity is generally in good 
demand. During the past fourteen months more 
than a score of dwellings have been constructed, and 
are generally paying good rentals. .■Xt the present 
writing new business blocks are approaching com- 
pletion. The main business street is well built, of 
new and with some imposing structures, .^t the 
same time business is overllowing into lateral avenues, 
and stores are being opened in some of the residental 



companionship the people of the community as they 
naturally gravitate towards the several circles into 
which a large community resolves itself. 

-Nearly every fraternity is represented by a large 
and prosperous lodge or chapter, extending a wel- 
came to the members of their respective orders, from 
whatever section they may come, who bring sufficient 
credentials of their good standing in the order. 

The community is favored by church influences as 
broad and Christian like as the doctrines they pro- 
fess. The clergy are liberal minded and intelligent 
and earnest in their efforts to uplift the morals of the 
community. There are seven wellconstructed,spacious 
houses of worship, some of them very tasteful and im- 
posing architecturally. They are of denominations, 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Meth- 
odist, Catholic, Baptist and Wesleyan Methodist. 
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qiinrlers (if tlic tnuii (-onvpiiient In Uic luiiiirs. 
The retail trade of Seneca l-'nlls include^ no small 
part of a prosperous farming ocjmnumity encirclinj; 
the village, in some directions to a distance of eight 
or ten miles. Large and small tradesmen, depart- 
ment stores and emporiums, all get their share of a 
profitable trade and as shown by the reports of the 
banks and the reporting agencies are most of them 
in good fmancial condition. A conservative estimate 
bv one familiar with conditions of trade fi.ves the 
volume of retail business in Seneca Falls annually 
, over a million of dollars. The products of the sur- 
rounding country most largely brought to Seneca 
I-'alls for shipment consist of grain, apples potatoes, 
hay and vegetables. 

This village, the home of the rotary steam fire 
engine and its inventor Holly of Holly water system 



["through the center of the village, and descends by a 

■ series of falls at least forty feet within the village 

I limits. Three principal falls afford as many levels 

! with adequate construction of raceways for a great 

amount of water power. The Cayuga and Seneca 

canal also passes through the village affording water 

shipments east into the Erie canal and west into 

.Seneca lake. 

What Seneca Falls has more reason to feel proud 
of are its large manufacturing plants which run the 
year around and give employment to 1500 peopIp.,men 
women and youth, a great deal of which is skilled, 
labor. Good authority fixes the amount of weekly 
wages-paid to the residents of the village at appro.-;- 
. imately $20,000. This village is without question 
the largest .pump manufacturing place in the world. 
While power pumps have almost wholly superceded 
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fame, is well protected from fires so far as a capable 
fire department can give it protection. The depart- 
ment, equipped with modern fire apparatus and well 
housed, is a paid department, supplemented by vol- 
unteer companies, governed by a fire board and 
operated under the direct'H)n of tlie chief and two 
assistants. 

The village is well lighted by arc and incandescent 
lamps and the telephone service is furnished by two 
separate companies. It has also a good water sys- 
tem. Unlimited power for generating electric cur- 
rents for both trolley and lighting purposes is 
obtained cheaply by means of the river and its great 
falls. 

In this respect Seneca Falls is especially favored. 
Seneca river connecting Seneca and Cayuga lakes — 
about ten miles apart — as has been stated flows 



hand pumps, the output here has ever continued to 
grow in volume, so that it is greater than ever. 

Pumps of all sizes from a pitcher spout for indi- 
vidual use to the immense triplex pump used in 
mines, elevators, water works and power stations, 
also fire boat pumps, are manufactured by the Goulds 
Manufacturing Co., Rumsey Manufacturing Co. and 
the American Fire Engine Co., the Goulds being the 
largest single institution of its kind in this country. 

The Goulds works consist of two, large, separate 
groups of buildings known as No. i and No. .;. The 
pumps are shipped all over the world and in large 
numbers to the great mining regions. This institu- 
tion also manufactures sprinklers and fire extin- 
guishers, large and small. This company employs 
about 500 operatives, the greater number being 
skilled mechanics. 
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The Ameriraii Fire ICngine company, tlic iiios; 
extensive steam luv engine worlis in tlie nunitry is 
liicated here. They nianufaclnre several kinds nf 
steam fire engines, tlio Metropolitan being the prin- 
cipal lire engine tliey are now building. 

The Seneca Ealls .Manufacturing Co. turns out 
foot and power lathes; the Seneca Woolen .Mills, 
woolen cloths: the Clinia.K Specialty Co., bicycle 
parts and iron novelties: the National .-Vdvertising 
Co. and the Westcott .lewell Co., wooden novelties; 
H. W. Knight and A. \V. Urim, separate establish- 
ments, metal letters and numerals; the Gleason, 
Bailey, Sciple Co. elbows and ''T's" for gas and 
steam fitting. The village has three flour and feed 
grinding mills. 

•' Old Town of Junius. — [l'>y Diedrich Willers.] 
In the year 1790, a large tract of land acquired by 



.Innious of fio,oo<5 acres and the Skoiyase Reservation 
of (kk) acres at \Vat<'rloo with ai;ont 7,5'K) acres in 
addition south of Seneca river. In i82(), March 2fi, 
the logislatme divided .Junius into four towns, Seneca 
l''alls, Waterloo, Tvrcand .lunius as now constituted. 
Spallord's (i.i/.ettecr of .\rw York state, ])ublished 
in 1H13, from material colh'cted a few years previous 
(before the erection of tli(^ town of Cialen in 1X12I 
contains the followinj^ interesting sketch of the town 
of .Junius: — ".lunius, a post townshiii of Scne.^i 
county, 20 to 35 miles north of Ovid and i8j miles 
northwest from .Albany on the great mad to Niagara, 
is boimded north by tlie town of Wolcott; east by 
Cayuga lake and the Seneca river and the town of 
Cato; south by the Seneca lake and river and a part 
of l'"avette; west by the county of Ontario, (iaien 
post office is also in this town (at (iaieii Salt works). 
The town is about fifteen miles long, north and south, 
and about tweKe miles wide. The face of the <'oun- 
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treatv with the Cayuga and Onondaga Indian tribes, 
was surveyed and laid out into twenty-eight town- 
ships calltd the Military Tract [See "Military Tract" 
elsewhere in this work]. It was not until Feb. 12, 
1803, that Junius was erected as a town from the 
militarv township of Romulus and included all of 
the territory of Fayette lying north of the present 
boundaries of Fayette and extending to Lake Ontario. 
This territory of old Junius embraced the four north 
towns of this county with the present towns of Galen 
and Savannah, Wolcott, Butler, Rose and Huron in 
Wavne county. This large territorial area of the 
town of Junius comprised about 210,000 acres of land. 
In the year 1812, Feb. 14, the legislature set oil from 
Junius and organized the town of Galen and reduced 
Junius to the territory comprising the four north 
towns of this county— the old military township ol 



try level and soil good and well watered. The inliabi- 
tants are mostly emigrants from the eastern states 
and .\ew Jersey. There are seventy-one hioms in 
families which produce annually 20,274 yards of 
cloth. There are some indications of iron ore and 
several salt springs have been found on the banks of 
the Seneca river. \ manufactory of salt in this town 
yields a daily average of 150 bushels and an enlarge- 
ment of the works is contemplated. Junius contains 
one merchant mill, two grain mills, five or six saw 
mills, a fulling mill, two distilleries and two carding 
machines and enjoys \ery good advantages for the., 
erection of extensive water works of every description. 
The village of West Cayuga, situated on the west 
bank of the Cayuga lake about two miles ^bove the 
outlet, is a pleasant place with sixteen or seventeen 
houses and stores, formerly connected with Cayuga 
by the Cayuga bridge of one mile in length. The 
ferry is revived and well regulated. Seneca village. 
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.'It llio falls of the Seneca river, is fast improving and 
niiisl become a brisk trading place as the countrv 
[H'pulates. hlere is a carrving place and Mynderse's 
mills with fifteen houses. Junius is happilv circum- 
stanced in regard to boatable waters. The Seneca 
turnpike runs through the town and other public 
roads traverse it in various directions. There are a 
competent number of common school houses and 
schools, two congregations of Presbyterians and one 
of Baptists but no houses for public worship have yet 
been erected. In iSio.the population was 2,231 and 
the number of voters authorized to vote for state 
senators was 177. The outlet <if Canandaigua lake 
crosses this town eastward." 

The comparisons in this sketch of West Cavuga — 
the village at the east end of Cayuga bridge —with 
the village of Senecji Falls, showing the first one in 
the lead, reads very strangelv now as do also the 
references to salt springs wfiicii the Indians found 



flowing currents of the old Kagle at Waterloo and 
of the Globe at Seneca Falls met and were ever at 
high tide of .social and convivial life. 

In its strong, sturdy and able men. The Kingdom 
had much to commend it. Those who fostered it 
believed in its future, believed that it was destined 
to be the center of the legal and court business of the 
countv. They mapped out portions of it into city 
lots and awaited confidently its growth. But the 
revolutions that soon followed in industrial and 
manufacturing conditions, the destruction of the 
Cireat Western Distillery in 1846 and the introduc- 
tion of travel by steam, all forced The Kingdom to 
give way to other points of trad? and business. 

The growth of the place fell under three periods. 
Now and then a trapper or venturous explorer would 
row his canoe up the river, but the first travel through 
the section of any importance was after the construc- 
tion of the Cavuga Lake bridge and the organization 
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near the I- ree bridge and between there and Monte- 
zuma or Savannah and probablv include the localitv 
of manufacture referred to. 

The Kingdom. — [By Harrison Chamberlain] — 
This little hamlet,boastful and pretentious in the early 
years of the past century, was located about two 
miles west of our village. Its christening is wrapped 
in mystery, some claiming that it was so called after 
a man named King, who built a dam in the outlet or 
in an adjoining creek and hence from King's dam 
the place came to be called "The Kingdom". This 
is a happy, ingenious theory but unfortunately lacks 
the evidence to sustain it. Others explain that it 
svas so called in very much the same way that Devil's 
Half-Acre and Whiskey Hill had received theirs, 
purely out of jest and in view of well known customs 
and habits. There is no doubt of the fact that the 
Kingdom was a jolly, happy place, where the out- 



of the stage crjach line. Hence the stage ccjacli period 
i-aine lirst, from ificm to 1815, when this method of 
travel and means of development had no rival. 
Lewis Birdsall settled here and in 1808 built the 
brick house now occupied by .lames Lawrence. It 
was said to be the first brick house in the county; 
that the sand and clay of which the brick were made 
were taken out of the lot and the kilns or pits in 
which the brick were burnt may still be seen. Just 
west lived John Knox and John Burton, well known 
in our history. These men held high positions in the 
county and state. They were able and brilliant and 
of their wit and humor many e.\cellent stories are 
told today. West of the tavern. Col. Jacob Chamber- 
lain lived. He came into this section with teams of 
o.xen, transporting over the long bridge heavy pieces 
of cannon, and was so pleased with the country that 
he took up some two hundred acres of land and 
activelv identified himself with the place. On the 
south side of the river there was a settlement, though 
verv small and scattering. The place known today 
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as the Sweet place was owned by Thomas and Frank 
Carr. Later on tlie Carrs sold to Mathew Sisson and 
then removed to Seneca Falls, where Thomas Carr 
was for years the owner and manager of the Carr 
hotel, occupying the site of the present Hoag house. 
West of the Carr property were the homes of S. Dim- 
mick, John Babcock, John Perry and others. These 
men had taken up the land immediately south of the 
river and thrifty and industrious in their habits they 
had already developed line farms with large clear- 
ings for raising wheat, oats, rye and corn. 

The second period came down to 1840. During it 
the growth on the north side was large. Many new 
residents had come in, the Lawrences, Reamers, Hers, 
Fitts, Harrises, Scotts, Whitmores, Pease, Denistons 
and others, and some of these people continued to 
live there down to a time that I can well remember, 
t particularly rec^ill Thomas R. Lawrence, who came 
to The Kingdom from Long Island and bought the 
I5irdsall house. He was a man well cultured and 



line, far more comfortable and expeditious than the 
Sherwood stage becniie the popular mode of travel. 
.At the lock Stephen Smith built a h.>use and grocery 
and large barns for the accommodation of the boat- 
men, and his son, Reuben Smith, built a house next 
to him. John Babcock put up a grist mill, plaster 
and clover mill and adjoining was a yard for build- 
ing boats. Deacon John I'itts, who was now land- 
lord of the tavern, with a .\Ir. Gilbert, erected a wool 
carding and cloth factory. Mattheu Sisson was 
operating a brewerv and malt-hou^e and supplying 
all the country about with beer. The effect of these 
industries was immediate in attracting both people 
and capital. The population about the locks doubled 
many times. There were the Jolleys. Colwells. .A.lle- 
mans, Warners and many other new comers. It was 
towards the close of this period, or late in the year 
1831, when my father, Jacob P. Chamberlain, moved 
down from Varick and settled on the Dimmick farm 
immediately south of the river bridg-'. He remained 
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informed, of stately bearing and always dressed 
neatly in black. He was very fond of fishing and on 
pleasant days it was his habit of coming to the river 
bridge with his pole and line. 

The important additions, during this period, on 
the north side, were the building of a saw mill and 
turning shop, a cooper shop and grist mill. This was 
made possible by changes in the navigtion of the 
river. A lock had been constructed with a fall of 
4 to 5 feet of water. On the berm side a strip of 
land had been extended up the river, thus dividing 
the canal from the river and creating hydraulic sites 
that gave a stimulus to the investment of capital in 
manufacturing enterprises. On the south side of the 
river, about the locks, the effect was even more 
marked. The free navigation of the river, opening a 
water carriage all along eastward to tide water was 
an era in the development of this section. Boats 
were built for freight and passengers. The packet 



here till the year 1843 when he bought the l^jwer 
Mynderse mills and moved to Seneca Falls. 

The third period, from 1840, was notable for the 
construction of the Great Western Distillerv. If I 
should describe to you its size, the ground it covered 
and the number of bushels of wheat, rye, oats and 
corn consumed daily you would admit that even in 
comparison with our great enterprises of today it 
■ would stand out in grand proportions. At that day 
it was simply a wonder and there was nothing like it. 
Its original promoters were Col. Jacob Chamberlain, 
Pickney, Lee and Dodge. It was erected in 1841, 
after the most approved plans. The large boilers 
were made of copper and also the large pumps, used 
for supplying the fermenting vats and for conducting 
the spirits. The cost of such appliances, when vou 
consider the value of the material may be readilv 
imagined. In fact to install this plant and put it 
into operation, the expenditure ran so high that it 
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uiis fduiu! nccessarv to bring iiu<^ the scheme Tliomiis 
and Levi I'atzinger and Joseph Wright of Waterloo. 
It was the crowning business, effort carrying the, 
place, during the forties, to its height of prosperity. 
Many new families had come here. These were the 
Hopkins, Conkeys and others. The tavern had 
grown: it had become in a true sense a hotel with 
lirst-dass accommodations, and its landlord. George 
Kunev, had constructed a half mile race course, not 
e.vcelled in Central New York. 

Within a stone's throw of the tavern was the build- 
ing used for a school during the week and on Sunday 
afternoons for sacred service. The plan of thrashing 
ideas into obstinate and dull brains at that time was 
rather hard upon the scholar, yet wonderfully suc- 
cessful. I want to introduce to you one who taught 
in this school for a term, 
not even in intimation 
that the birch played a 
greater part than the text 
book, but for the fact that 
.\melia Jenks. afterwards 
.Mrs. Bloomer, connected 
The Kingdom with one of 
the great progressive and 
social movements of the 
century. Soon by contri- 
butions of her pen she 
came to be known far and 
wide as a strong thinker 
on questions of dress, social 

and temperance reforms. 
She was active in the 
Washingtonian Temper- 
ance movement in 1840; 
and later on with Lucretia 
.\Iott and Elizabeth Cad\ 
Stanton and Susan I*. 
.4nthony in securing the 
modilications in the law 
by which woman was 
given in her own right a 
legal standing. 

. The Kingdom was also 



the earl\' home of .loseph 
Siiiilh, llie founder of .Mor- 
monism. ;inc! was wliore he 
iirst promulgated his "in- 
spired doctrines" and "in- 
terpreted" tlie "d i V i 11 e 
word" from, the golden 
plates wiiich nobody ever 
saw. Just east of the 
tavern and adjoining the 
Reamer blacksmith shop, 
there stood in the lifties 
a small storv and a half 
house. 1 re neiuber it very 
well, and can recall the 
fact that the neighbors 
spoke of it as the house 
where Joseph Smith, the 
founder of Mormrjnisjn, 
lived for ,1 while in llie 
fall of 1^23. A more com- 
plete de.scription of Smith 
is given elsewhere. 



IITilitarjr Tract.— The 

legislature by the act of 

July 2j, 1782, created the 

OldMilitary Tract as it was 

called. It contained i,Soo,ooo acres and included the 

present counties of Onondaga, Cortland, Cayuga, 

Tompkins and Seneca (except ii strip across the 

southern end of Cortland county, west from the 

Tioughnioga river, about a mile and a half wide), 

and all of Wayne county east of Great Sodus Bav 

and Oswego county west of the Oswego river. 

In this tract there were 28 township.s, called ".Mili- 
tay towns" to distinguish them from the towns after- 
wards created in erecting the counties enclosing them. 
In 1786 the legislature created a new military tract, 
768,000 acres in the counties of Clinton, Franklin 
and Essex which was laid out in twelve towns, 
bringing the t<ital number up to 60. Each was laid 
out as nearly square as practical, averaging about 
g| miles square and containing each 100 lots of 600 
acres to the lot or a total of 6o,oco acres. The towns 
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were numbered and given classical names all of 
which have been retained (as far as the supply would 
go) in the re-constituted towns. E.Kcept where they 
coincided with county lines, none of the original 
boundaries were preserved, each "military" town 
supplying territory for two or three re-organized 
towns. The only "military" town overlapping a 
county line is that of Sterling which contributed 
territory for both Wayne and Cayuga counties Ths 
numbering of the towns began with Lysander (in 
Onondaga county) near the north-east corner of that 
tract (the second "military" towp south of Lake 
Ontario) and was carried south going from east to 
west. 

The towns, placed in the order in- which they were 
numbered, together with the counties which have 
since absorbed them, are as 
follows: N'o, 1, Lysander, 
Onondaga; 2, Hannibal, 
Oswego; 3, Cato, Cayuga; 
4, Brutus, Cayuga; 3, 
Camillus, Onondaga: 6, 
Cicero, Onondaga; y.Man- 
lius, Onondaga; 8, .\ure- 
lius, Cayuga; 9, Marcellu^, 
Onondaga; 10, Pompey, 
Onondaga; 11, Romulus, 
Seneca; 12, Scipio,Cayuga; 

13, Sempronious, Cayuga; 

14, Tully, Onondaga; 13, 
Fabius, Onondaga; lO, 
Ovid, Seneca; 17, Milton, 
Cayuga; 18, Locke, 
Cayuga; 19, Homer, Cort- 
land; 20, Solon, Cortland; 
21, Hector, Schuyler: 22, 
Ulysses, Tompkins: 2^, 
Dryden, Tompkins; 24, 
Virgil, Cortland; 25, Cin- 
cinnatus, Cortland; 2f>, 
.lunius, Senecii; 27, Cialen, 
Wayne; 28,Sterling, Wayne 
and Cayuga. 



The Federal government 
having offered lands in 
the west to the soldiers of 
the revolution, the state 
laid out the military tracts 
to keep as many here as 
possible, offering a bonus 
of 100 acres to privates 
who would relinquish theii 
western claims and accept 
this offer of fioo acres of 
land in this state before 
July I, 1790. The state 
reserved in each town two 
lots for schools, two for 
churches and two to be 
distributed among com- 
missit)ned officers. The 
allotment of lands was to 
be made by drawing. 

In default of a settlement 

<m eai:h 600 acres within 

seven years the land was to 

re\crt to the state. F'ifty 

acres of each lot called the 

"survey fifty" was subject 

to the charge of forty-eight shillings ($6.00) to pay 

for surveying, and if that were not paid in two years 

the "survey hfty" was to be sold. Compliance with 

these two main conditions gave the patentee full 

title to the whole 600 acres. 

The distribution of lots occurred July 3, r790, under 
the direction of the governor, lieutenant-governor 
and four state officers. The names of the claimants 
of the land were placed on ballots in one box tmd 
numbers corresponding to the allotments were placed 
on ballots in another box. The person appointed by 
the commissioners first drew the ballot containing a 
name and then the ballot containing the number of 
the lot; in which manner each claimants allotment 
was dete-mined. 
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Jesuit Missions: tlic-ir Beginning Among llic 
Savages of Central New York; the Aclventnres 
(if the French Priests who Attempted to Chris- 
tianize the Indians: — 
On Sunday Sept. 12, 1(1.55, there was held a great 
council between the French and the Iroquois Indians 
at Quebec. .Monsieur de Lauson was the French 
governor who claimed for France all of the territory 
now comprising Central and Western New York. 
Eighteen Indian chiefs from the Onondagas, Oneidas, 
Cayugas and Senecas (which with the Mohawks 
were known by the French as the Iroquois and by 
the English as the five nations) had come to Quebec 
to give assurance that after two years of war with 
the French, those four nations were peaceably 
inclined. The Mohawks had refused to join in 



the "black robes' should bring these Indians with 
them, and in fart began their address to the French 
governor by directing their remarks to them. 

"You have wept too much," the Iroquois chief 
said, addressing the converted savages who sat about 
him. "It is time to wipe away the tears shed so 
plentifullv by you over the death of those whom you 
have lost in war.' This was a subtle reminder of 
the power of the speaker's nation and the helpless- 
ness of those whom he addressed; a sort of hint as to 
what the latter might expect were they to oppose 
the plan which the Iroquois ambassadors had come to 
present to their protectors. This cunning speech he 
followed with a proffer of peace— "Here is a hand- 
kerchief," said the wilv chief, "to wipe away those 
tears." The handkerchief was the first present they 
offered these poor tribes they had so cruelly sacrificed. 
It was followed by seven other presents — to wipe out 
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proffers of peace. These savages were gathered at 
the council with the request that the French should 
send to their country "the black robes" [Jesuit priests] 
and bring them their Huron and .Algonquin converts 
— two northern tribes which the Iroquois had con- 
quered and had been fully determined to exterminate. 
'Ihe custom of the Iroquois was often to incorporaie 
into their own tribes those which they had defeated. 
Parkman attributes their strange request in this 
instance to their desire to get the Algonquins and 
Hurons in their power and massacre them. These 
two unfortunate nations were the first to profit by 
the Jesuit teachings and had become accustomed to 
looking to the priests and their soldiers for protec- 
tion from the Iroquois which the former were unable 
to give. 

At this council the Iroquois chiefs demanded that 



the blood of those nations, to take away all thoughts 
of war, to wrest from their hands hatchets, bows and 
arrows, to expel from their hearts bitterness, to open 
their ears to words of peace, to give assurance that 
the Iroquois were peacefully inclined. 

Having paid his respects to the Indian wards of the 
French this Iroquois statesman turned his attention 
to the latter, to whom he presented 22 presents. One 
among them was to accompany a request for the 
Jesuit fathers to teach their children and bring with 
them their Huron and Algonquin converts. 

The French distrusted these professions — and with 
good reason — but it was decided that to win all thev 
must venture all, so just seven days later the Iroquois 
ambassadors set out upon their return accompanied 
bv two of the bravest and most unselfish of these 
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Sood missionaries, l'"atliprs [osc-pii CluiDnioiiol ami 
Claude nablon. 

Theirs was the very lirst (il Jesuit prayers and 
ollices offered up midst the dark and distant recesses 
of a country infested by a treacherous people, such as 
were then the Onondagas and their sister nations on 
the west the Cayugas and Senecas. 

It was on Sept. 19, 1655, that the party in canoes 
began the ascent of the St. Lawrence river. .After 
meeting with many adventures in which their lives 
were often in danger, they, on Oct. 26, entered Lake 
Ontario and on the 2gth reached the mouth of the 
Salmon river. On Nov. i they started overland, fol- 
lowing the Indian trail to the Oneida river which 
they reached on the 3d, near Oneida lake. Thence 
they proceeded southeast to the main villages of the 
Onondagas called by them Onontague [near .Man- 
lius] which they reached on the jth. 

Here they were received with roval welcome and 



that the .lesuils began to believe that "(iod's pro- 
vidence" had appeared "most wonderful" 

Still mistrusting the savages the Krench had lield 
back all winter; but now they must act. .A journey 
to Quebec — a long, fearful journey through the 
wilderness in mid-winter — must be made to bring 
over the people and means for a settlement or the 
mission nmst be abandoned. 

I^'ather Claude Dablon volunteered the perilous 
trip and accompanied liy Jean Baptiste and other 
converted Indians the party on March -> set out on 
foot. On reaching Oneida lake they attempted to 
cross on the ice, which they finally succeeded in doing 
near the west end where the distance from shore to 
shore was five miles. They stumbled along north- 
ward until they reached Salmon river. There they 
followed the shore of Ontario lake north to Hender- 
son bay which they crossed on the ice. But the 
mouth of Black river was open and they ascended 
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here they spent the long winter months that ensued. 
They received every token of fidelity from the four 
nations, representatives of the Oneidas, Cayugas and 
Senecas coming hither to offer homage and invoke 
the presence of the missionaries with those nations. 
But seemingly the expectations of the Iroquois had 
not been fulfilled. They soon began to question why 
the French had not brought the great number of 
northern Indians with them and made a settlement. 
Late in February 1656, at a notable council, the 
Iroquois declared that at last they were tired of post- 
ponements. "If the affair were not settled now," 
they said, "it would be needless to think any more 
about it, for they would break with us [the I^rench] 
entirely." They even declared that they were 
"believers," and so effective were their protestations 



At Hoas House, lookinif North. 
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that stream three miles before they found it ice-bound 
where they were able to effect a crossing. Then they 
returned to the lake and finally ventured to pursue 
their course on the ice which they found thev could 
do by not getting more than three leagues from land. 
Nine days they had been traveling mostlv in rain 
storms which had come with the approach of spring. 
For eight days they traveled on the ice of the lake 
and St. Lawrence river. On March 30 they reached 
Montreal and safety. 

After hardships too severe to be portrayed one of 
the brave Jesuits had got back to his friends. But 
he was yet to encounter greater perils. He must 
return with recruits for the new mission. What then! 
The Iroquois were sworn enemies of the French and 
yet they had begged them to settle among them. 
Until Dablon's return there were mvsterv and appr^- 
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liension at Quebec regarding the two Jesuits buried 
in the midst of hostile pagans liundreds of miles 
inland, which their superiors at Quebec hoping for 
the best must wait to solve. At last Dabloii nearly 
dead from hunger and exp<isure totters in among 
them and they must decide at once to send more 
brave men perhaps to a horrible death, or abandon 
the brave Chaumonot to a terrible fate. 

But the die is cast and as soon as plans can be 
effected Father Dablon must return to his lonely 
companion at Onondaga bringing with him Fathers 
Francois le Mercier, Rene Menard and Jacques 
Fremlin with two Jesuit lay brothers and fiftv 
Frenchmen attending. 

They left Quebec May 17, 1656, returning by the 
usual route as far as Salmon ri\er. There thev 
were laid up three days waiting for food which thev 
had sent to the Onondagas to procure, and finallv in 
a farrjishing condition took their departure by water 
for Oswego so as to follow that river. This is what 
gave to the Salmon river the name la Famine — a 
place of famine. 

That was the beginning of a series of trials which 
overtook the founders of the first mission among the 
Onondagas and terminated in disaster by which they 
narrowly escaped destruction. Not strong enough the 
to follow the trail and keeping to the water, party, 
ascending Oswego river, reached Onondaga lake 
July II, 1656. "On an eminence commanding the 
lake and all surrounding places", is the most dehnite 
manner in which they describe where the mission 
was located. But historians are agreed that it was 
near Liverpool near which were an abundance of 
fresh water spring spoken of by the Jesuits. 

Near the Jesuit chapel which they erected the 
French soldiers put up a residence for the Jesuits 
which they named Sainte .Marie -of Gannenta [the 
name they gave to the lakej. This became the par- 
ent mission for those that ' were established among 
the Cayuga and Seneca Indians. 

Here in July, 1656, was planted the seed that 
sprang forth and for a time grew. Here was the 
stem. The branches reached off among the Oneidas, 
Cayugas and'Senecas. None of these missions, how- 
erer, endured any length of time. The English 
claimed the country and becoming more powerful 
than the French, secured the alliance of the savages 
who finally drove out th« Jesuits. .\ wierd, romantic 
event was that of the desertion of the Onondaga 
mission and consequently of the outlying missions. 
The fathers on the banks of Onondaga lake, during 
a clear freezing night, got the Indians to partake of 
a feast, during which by means of flat boats which 
the French had constructed in the seclusion of their 
mission house, they embarked on the waters of 
Onondaga lake and paddled away. In the morning 
the Indians encamped outside of the palisades, or 
pickets, which surrounded the mission houses, after 
waiting long for the inmates to appear, suddenly 
discovered they had gone. All that greeted them 
was the crowing of a lonely cock which had been 
left behind. The priests had learned that waiting 
another day they would have been massacred. After 
a toilsome journey by water the fugitives reached 
Quebec, "ladened," as one of the fathers writes, "w ith 
some spoils wrested from the powers of Hell ® -' five 
hundred children and many adults, most of whom 
died after baptism." 

Jesuit Priests, the First White Men Near Seneca 

Falls in 1656; How They Made a Futile Attempt 

to Preach the Faith; Scenes in an Indian \'illage 

on Cayuga Lake: — 

The first visit of the French Jesuit Priests to the 

Cayuga and Seneca Country was in 1656, though no 

stablished mission was made there until twelve 



years later whfn I'alhers Ch.irlcs Gamier and 
ICstienne de Carheil, in .Vnv. ifpfi8, located near I'nion 
Springs [see St. Joseph's on another pa^ej, and Father 
Jacques Fremlin thi' same nionlh located near the 
town of Victor. 

About the end of .\ugust, 1636, I'athers Chaumonot 
and Menard after two days' journey reached Oiogouen, 
the principal Cavuga village, where St.Joseph's was fin- 
ally established by Fathers Gamier and de Carheil, and 
were received with "cold welcome" I'hey distributed 
presents which they reported were not well received; 
but the "Elders" [chiefs] did not desire to "break with 
them' and so upon their request, four days after 
their arrival, built a chapel. "After having carpeted 
it with the finest mats, " writes Father .Menard, who 
was left in charge, "1 hung up in it the picture of Our 
Lord and Our Lady. The novelty of the spectacle .so 
astonished the barbarians that they came in crowds 
to gaze at it." 

The Cayugas had many slaves including prisoners 
they had captured from the Hurons north of the 
Great Lakes, where the Jesuits had first made con- 
verts. Although the missionary induced many to be 
baptized, the Hurons in their superstition had 
reported that the baptizing had killed a good many 
of their nation and this aroused the suspicion and 
ill will of the Cayugas. This was because of the 
fact that a majority of the baptisims were usually 
those who were at the point of death, but this the 
Indians could not understand. Father Menard for 
two months continued the mission at Oiogouen, 
living in hourly peril from the treachery and sns- 
picions of the salvages. The children he soon 
succeeded in winning and they materially aided him. 
"They introduced me into their cabins, " he writes, 
"they waited for me at the places where I stopped, 
and they told me the names of the children whom I 
baptized as well as those of their parents. These 
names the barbarians are in the habit of carefully 
concealing from us because they think we write them 
down to send them to France and there procure their 
death by magic." 

The zealous Father won several to baptism, his 
first adult being past 80 years of age. .\nother svas 
a maimed warrior who had unsuccessfullv attempted 
to save the lives of Brebeuf and I'Allemaut, the two 
Jesuits who were tortured to death by the Mohawks. 

But the priest was frequently threatened with 
death, although he w^s baptizing dailv. .\t last he 
was called to Onondaga and although he later 
returned to his work, it was fmally suspended. 

The Cayugas, however, like the Senecas, never 
became as firm adherents to the Jesuits as the Onon- 
dagas and the Oneidas. The Cayugas, as the priests 
said, were arrogant and the Senecas were for war. 
The Onondagas, they declared, were their most 
faithful allies. The Mohawks thev had very little 
or nothing to do with because of their determined 
hostility to the French and brutality to all from that 
nation who placed themselves in their power. 

lather Chaumonot, continuing across Cayuga and 
Seneca lakes, founded the mission of St. Jacques at 
Gandagan, or Gandagare [Victor, X. Y.]. Withie 
two or three miles was a village of Huron captivns 
where he founded the mission of St. Michael and 
divided his time preaching and laboring at the two. 
He was accompanied to this Mission by David le 
Moine, a lay Jesuit [not the noted priest, le Moine] 
who was taken with a bloody dysentery and while 
trying to make his way back' to Onondaga, thence 
to Quebec, died en route on the shore ofC avuga 
lake, 

It appears that Fathers Chaumonot and Menard 
were the same fall recalled from the west to preach 
(among the Oneidas but then left no mission there. 
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Cayuga Missions of the Jesuits; Where Tliey 
were Finally Established; Cayuga \'illage nf 
2000 Population Near the Lake. — 

About the middle of the seventeenth century there 
were located among the Cayuga Indians ff)ur .lesuit 
missions, all east of Cayuga lake. There the Jesuit 
,fathers from France, under the protection of the 
I'rench Governor, took up their abode and attempted 
to Christianize the Cayugas; barbarians as they 
called them. Starting from Quebec, they ascended 
the St. Lawrence river and lake Ontario in canoes, 
sometimes crossing the country over Indian trails 
and at other times following the Oswego ri\er. 
Their paths always led first to Onondaga, whence 
they pushed west over the several trails leading into 
the country of the Senecas and Cayugas. 

Beginning at the earliest period of their missions 



baptized sixtv dving persons "of whom 33 died a 
holv death and are believed to have gone to Heaven." 

The northernmost of the Jesuit missions among 
the Cavugas was that of St. Rene at the Indian vil- 
lage of Onontare. It was located on the east shore 
of Seneca river.two and a half miles east of Savannah, 
N. V. .\t this mission was a salt ."spring where the 
Cavugas drew brine and made their own salt. The 
Senecas also came here for salt. 

St. Stephen's mission was in the village of Thiohero 
which stood on the east side of Cayuga outlet, near 
the east end of the present railway bridge. 

St. .loseph's mission at the Indian village of 
Oiogouen was located about three and one-half miles 
south of Union Springs near Great Gully brook and 
about one and one-half miles from the lake. This 
was the largest town and the seat of the .lesuits 
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with the Mohawks, they gradually extended their 
field to each of the I-"ive Nations further west until 
they began to come into the beautiful country of the 
Cayugas and Senecas. The beginning in this section 
was made among the Cayugas over near Union 
Springs. Father Jacques Fremlin, with his seat of 
government at Onondaga, was the superior of the 
missions among the Iroquois (l'"i\e Nations they 
were then called, comprising the Mohawks on the 
east, the Oneidas, Onondagas and Cayugas and 
Senecas on the west). 

On Nov. I, 1668, Father Fremlin re-established one 
of the Seneca missions, and five days later Fathers 
Gamier and de Carheil restored one of the Cayugas, 
Ten years earlier the Jesuits had been driven away. 
During the space of four months Father I'remlin 



among the Cayugas. It was the nearest to the 
Onondagas on the trail leading hence and here were 
received those sent out from Onondaga to establish 
the other missions among the Cayugas and Senecas. 

The Jesuit history says the village at this place in 
i05S, when Father de Carheil arrived, had 2000 pop- 
ulation and over 300 warriors. It is probable that 
it was the group of villages clustering about St. 
Joseph's [sop Indian villages on another page] that 
was meant. 

The fourth mission was near tlie village of Maple- 
ton, east of St. Joseph's. 

The First Clerk of Seneca county was Dr. Silas 
Halsey who served from .'Xpril 2, 1804, the date of his 
appointment (with the interval of one year) to some 
time in 1S19. 
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Recollections. — Leander Cory in 1843 came to 
Seneca Falls with his father. He was then only a 
boy nine years old. His father and family came 
from New Jersey. , The railroad Avas then constructed 
from .'Auburn to Rochester. They were intending to 
locate in Syracuse, but there w"ere no li()uses tf) be 
had at that time so they came by boat to Seneca 
Falls. The Clinton House stood then u-here the 
Hoag House now stands. The plot of ground 
bounded by State, Fall and Clinton streets was sort 
of a public common, where the circus held forth. 
Mr. Cory remembers the 
baloon ascension from this 
place by Ouincy Andrews. 
The baloon landed near 
Corning. He remembers 
the great western distillery 
at the Kingdom and of 
running to the fire when it 
was burned. The firemen, 
lie says, broke in the heads 
of barrels of high wines 
and used their leather 
buckets for dippers, and 
general hilarity followed. 
The Waterloo Fire Depart- 
ment came to their assist- 
ance and in the hurry to 
get a stream on the fire, 
oneof the engines being 
backed down to the river, 
got the start of the firemen 
and ran off the l)ank. It 
was not pulled out until 
the ne.\t day. He also 
remembers another distill- 
ery which stood just below 
where the Rumseys shop 



now staTuK. Thf-re were at tlint 
time four flouring mills along the 
river and one of them, the .Arnett's, 
used to turn out 300 barrels per 
dav. The canal boat^ bmught in 
loads of wheat and carried away 
loads of Hour. 

.A man by the naiiu' of .1. C. 
Chapman kept a general store in the 
forties at the corner <if Ovid and 
Fall streets, the itnlv busine>s block 
of that time which i-- still standing. 
.An hotel standing near where the 
Stanton house nnw stands, was after- 
wards torn down and rebuilt. 

A Mr. Morehous*- kept a cabinet 
shop on the comer of Clinton and 
.Miller streets. He made furniture 
and caskets. 

J. W. llickinsi-n kept a harness 
store where .Mrs. Berk's music store 
is now located. 

The only school house besides the 
academy, stood on the site of the 
present school building. It was a 
one-story, one r(»om building, and 
the desks were arranged around the 
rcjom ne.\t to the wall, the center of 
the room being used for recitations. 
Mr. James Bellow> taught the school 
which Mr. Cory attended. This 
school building was afterwards 
removed t(» make wav for more 
modem buildings and is now used as 
a dwelling house on Mynderse street. 

occupied by .Mrs. L. Twist. There was a feeling of 

jealousy between the academy and public school 

bovs and the commons was the scene of many a fight 

between the two factions. 

With the e.xception of the Congregational church 

there were as many churches as at present, but each 

one has been rebuilt or remodeled. 

.Mr. Cory remembers the building of the Wesleyan 

Methodist church which was the year he came here, 

in 1843. 

Two old fashioned fire engines. Nos. 2 and 3, were 

then used for fighting the fires. They were of the 
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old goose neck st3-le which were aftorw.'irck replaced 
by the Button machines whicli were capal)le of 
throwing three streams each. 'These machines were 
then the pride of the town and figured in many of 
the tournaments of the state held at that time. 

The Kenjon Hat Store on Fall street, as remembered 
by Mr. Cory, has been continuous in this line of 
business for over 60 years. 

There was a paper mill run by a man bv the name 
of Sackett, which stood where the Cowing shops 
afterwards were. There was a cotton mill where 
cotton cloth was manufactured, standing just below 
the Cowing shops. 

Briggs & Jones ran a sash and blind factory, and 
there was a tannery where the Gould shops are now, 
run by a Mr. Tillman, who also had a saw mill up 
the stream. There were then three saw mills in the 
village. Mr. Briggs bnilt the first house on the 
common. It now stands in Mynderse street and is 
known as the Davis property. 

Boundary Changes; County and Town — [By 
Diedrich Willers]. — When the county of Seneca was 
erected March 29, 1804, its area north and south 
extended froriTLake Ontario at the north to the head 
of Seneca lake and about four miles south of Ithaca 
at the head of Cayuga lake — including at the south 
end the old towns of Hector and Ulysses, a distance 
of about 63 miles and an average of 1 1 miles in 
width, east and west. At the time of the erection of 
this county it was divided into six towns, Junius, 
F'ayette, Romulus, Ovid, Hector and Ulysses. 

In 1810 the town of Wolc.ott having been fully 
organized as a town, was first represented in the 
Seneca count}' board of supervisors and in 181 2 the 
new town of Galen was added to the number of 
Seneca county towns. 

In 1812 however, the town of Wolcott was anne.xed 
to Cayuga county but was re-annexed to Seneca 
county in 1817. The legislature of 1817, by act of 
April 17, having erected the county of Tompkins, 
the towns of Hector and Ulysses were taken from 
Seneca county and added to the new comitv and the 
town of Covert was for a few vears also annexed to 
Tompkins county, but was in i8ig re-annexed as 
a town, to Seneca county. 

The legislature of 1823, April 1 1, erected the countv 
of Wayne and annexed thereto the towns of Wolcott 
and'Galen. 

In 1824 the number of towns in Seneca countv 
became reduced to five, Junius, Fayette, Romulus, 
Ovid and Covert. The town of Lodi was organized 
by the legislature January' 27, 1826. In 1829 three 
additional towns were erected by the division of 
Jimius (the towns of Waterloo, Seneca Falls and 
Tyre) and in 1830 the town of Varick was added, 
completing the number of ten towns now existing, 
five in the north district and the same number in the 
south district, the county now extending 32 miles 
north and south. 

Civil List, i8o3-'29; the Old Tcwn of Junius — 
[By Diedrich Willers.]— 

State Senators. — i8i6-'20, John Knox: 1823-25, 
Je»se Clark both of Waterloo. 

Members of .Assembly — i8r5-'i5, Jacob L. Larzelere, 
Seneca Falls; 1828, .Andrew Glover, Waterloo. 

County Judges — i8i5-'i8, John Knox, i8i8-'23, 
John McLean, Jr., both of Waterloo; 1823- jt,, Luther 
F. Stevens, Seneca Falls. 

Surrogates — i8i9-'23, Luther F. Stevens, Seneca 
Falls; i827-'37, Samuel Birdsall, Waterloo. 

District Attorneys — i8i8-'2i — Lemuel W. Ruggles; 
i82i-'3i, Jesse Clark, both of Waterloo. 

Sheriffs — i8o8-'i3, 'i5-'i7, Lewis Biidsall, Seneca 
Falls; i8i3-'i5, John Van Tuyl, Waterloo; i8i7-'i9. 



Jacob L. Larzelere, 1823-28, Israel W. Squires, both 
of Seneca l'*alls. 

It will be noticed that none of the above named 
oflicials resided within the territory of the present 
town of Junius and none of them in the town of Tyre. 

INDIAN CLASSICS OF SENECA 



Seneca County is in the heart of a region which is 
fast becoming classic for its rich Indian lore and 
legends, history and mythology. Here, between the 
two lakes — Seneca on the west and Cayuga on the 
east — a strip thirtv-livc miles long and ten miles 
widr — lies the gently rolling, highly cultivated 
plateaus of Sene<a county, watered by streams llow- 
ing east and west into the two lakes, and north into 
Seneca river. Extreme cold is not the average 
temperature, owing to the large bodies of water on 
each side. In the summer cooling breezes from the 
lakes modulate the temperature. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century, the 
French Jesuits found the Cayugas in possession of 
this country. 

.\ century later, about the last of the i8th, during 
which interim white man has not written of this 
land, Gen. Sullivan came in from the south and 
circum -traversed it, marching up one side, across the 
top, down the other side and across the bottom. 

He found the Cayugas and Senecas dividing the 
territory between them, the former occupying both 
shores of Cayuga lake and the latter those of Seneca 
lake. 

On the west, then, was .\UX-DA-WA-0-NO-GO, 
the territory of the Senecas, i. e., big openings, large 
prairies, land of the sun. 

On the west was C".\\ E-U-GWEH-O-N'O-GA, the 
muck lands where flags grow out of marshes 

The two nations of Indians came together, finally, 
in this county and here both at times planted their 
lodge poles, iished, hunted and made war. 

Mounds and curious traceries of stones and trenches 
were found here in the beginning of white settle- 
ments. Even traces of pre-liistoric races. 

So .Seneca County deserves all that a historian can 
do for her — and that to be done in writing up the 
history of her leading town — her metropolis. 

.VII of which is clearh' described on the pages of 
this work. 

Supervisors of the old town of Junius, 1803- 
1828: — 1803-04, Lewis Birdsall; 1805-07, '09-'! i. 
Col. Daniel Sayre; 1808, 1814, Jesse Southwick; 181 2- 
"13, 'lO. Jacob L. Larzelere; 1815, Hugh W. Dobbin; 
1817, John Burton; i8i8-'22. Dr. Thomas C. Magee; 
i823-'25, Israel W. Squires; i820-'28. Hetirv Moses. 

Of this list Jesse Southwick was a resident 
in the present town of Junius, Dr. Thomas C. Magee 
in the present town of Tyre and John Burton and 
Hugh W. Dobbin in the present town of Waterloo. 
-All of the others named resided within the limits of 
the town of Seneca Falls. Hon. Jacob L. Larzelere 
served this county several terms in the state legisla- 
ture and as, an Associate Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas. Lewis Birdsall, Israel W. Squires, 
Henry Moses and Jacob L. Larzelere served as sheriffs 
of Seneca county. Upon the division of the town 
of Junius by act of the legislature, March 26, 1829, 
the towns of Seneca Falls, Waterloo and Tyre were 
erected from part of its territory. In 1H29 these four 
towns were represented in the I3oard of Supervisors 
as follows: — Junius, .Vllen Hammond: Seneca Falls, 
Garry V. Sacket; Waterloo, Richard P. Hunt; Tyre, 
Dr. 'Ihomas C. .NTagee. 
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St. Joseph's; a Cha|)ter of Jesuit Experiences 011 
the East Shore of Cayuga Lake in 1668; Adven- 
tures of Missionaries at Oiogouen, near Seneca 
Falls, the Capital of the Cayuga Indians: — 
Priestly experiences among the Cayuga Indians in 
the 17th century form some of the most interesting of 
historical reading. The Jesuit Fathers in their robes 
of black penetrated the deepest forests, taking their 
lives in their hands, and living midst filth and pagan- 
ism, with the purpose only of spreading the gospel. 
The chapter which touches very close to Seneca Falls 
describes their earliest mission among the Cayugas — 
St. ^Joseph's at the Indian town of Oiogouen, three 
and one-half miles south of Union Springs. Oiogouen 
was the name also used to indicate the Cayuga 
nation and Cayuga lake. "Father Estienne de 
Carheil arrived there [the mission of St. Joseph] on 
the sixth day of November in the year 1668; and 
offered to Heaven as first fruits of his labors," writes 
the Jesuit historian, "a slave woman from Andas- 
togue. He had come in her company from Onon- 
tague [Onondaga]; and this journey that they made 
together was put to use by him in making her enter 
on the road to Paradise, for having been instructed 
and baptized during this journey of two days, she 



approach of an enemy to besiege the village and the 
people were frantic witli fear. I'lither de Carheil 
pointed out to them that those who had hope in 
Heaven would not fear to die and he calmed his 
hearers by his own fearless attitude and religious 
faith. 

The church prospered, taking to its bosom many 
women, children and warriors. "Prayer is not held 
in contempt in Oiogouen," adds the priest, "as it is 
in some other places." IJut the good father had 
some queer and fateful experiences: he found that "in 
an infidel and barbarous country a missionary must 
always carry his soul in his hands." Having gone 
to Tiohero [mission of St. Stephen at the foot of the 
lake] he was invited to an "eat-all feast" for the 
recovery of a sick woman — whom he was going to 
visit with the intention of baptizing her after having 
given her instruction. He was told he must eat all 
that was placed before him or she would ni>t get 
well. He replied that he could not see how he could 
cure a sick person by doing himself an injury, "a 
remedy which the Master of our lives forbids." ".Ml 
were surprised at this answer." The woman then 
rejected the superstition of her people, was baptized 
and died "full of profound consolation at learning 
that she would be happy after death." 

Father de Carheil baptized 28 people "of whom 
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was as soon as she arrived at Oiogouen, burnt and 
eaten by these barbarians on the sixth of November. 
Father Garnier, who had escorted Father de Carheil, 
made his presents upon his arrival in the village. 
One of these was to ask for a chapel, and another to 
invite to the Christian faith." The barbarians 
agreed to this and on Nov. 9, three days after his 
arrival, the chapel was completed and dedicated to 
St. Joseph by Father de Carheil. 

On Saint Catharine's day, the good father writes, 
he "had evidence that that great saint was working 
in Heaven, both for him and those poor barbarians; 
there came on that day a considerable number of 
persons who asked to pray and to be instructed. 
When he arrived he found few who came and received 
instruction, most of them being engaged in fishing 
or hunting. Father de Carheil found the Oiogouens 
regarded some created thing as master of their lives, 
those among whom he had located holding the 
beaver as such; and that he could get them to prayers 
only by permitting them to address their prayers 
through that master. "So little by little," say the 
chronicles, "he introduces the knowledge of the true 
God, and teaches them His commandments which 
(l,ey find very reasonable." 

Just about this time there was a rumor of the 



one-half have already died in a disposition thought 
to be such as to ensure their going tn Heaven. 

During his ministrations among these people his 
life was often in danger. He had gone to a cabin to 
baptize the young d.-iughter of a Huron captive who 
was ill. Reasoning as only a benighted mind could, 
she told the good father that he had come "to make 
people die by pouring water on their heads" [baptiz- 
ing]. Soon a juggler entered the cabin to applv the 
remedies of superstition and he drove the missionary 
out. The girl died and the juggler attributed it to 
the priest. .\ plot was soon formed to take his life, 
but he had friends who were almost constantlv in 
the council to arrest the plot. The report of the 
affair reached adjoining missions and considerable 
anxiety was felt for a time over the good father's sit- 
uation, messages being sent from Onondaga to 
inquire into the affair. 

Ai. another time a young warrior drove him from 
his cabin because de Carheil would not "allow him 
to say that in roasting Indian corn in the ashes he 
would roast the master of his life. " But these were 
the only two instances of ill treatment that were 
offered him in the village of Oiogouen. 

The good father came to no harm. His labors 
were not unfruitFul. "Several warriors and a great 
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many women came to ptay lo C'lod, and even tlie 
children already know tlieir pravers l)y lieart. I'lie 
knowledge of Clod's commandments has become 
oommon in the families, and there is such an inclina- 
tion to learn them that people asU to prav to Clod on 
the open street. At the same time he was greatly 
troubled at the drunkenness that prevailed and 
"wrought great havoc" there. It became so com- 
mon that some were heard openJy to shout before 
drinking, "I am going to lose my head; I am going 
to drink of the water that takes away one's wits." 

Cayuga Indians; Younger Brothers of the 
Iroquois Nation. — The fourth of the Five Nations of 
Indians, the earliest proprietors of all of what is now 
New York state, were the Cayugas to whom belonged 
what is now included in Seneca county. From the 
sale of their lands to the state, the bounds of which 
were never wholly defined, the Cayugas received, in 
the course of four treaties, 83,925 in cash, and an 
annuity of $2,300. The treaties provided for paying 
them more. Finally, after seven vears of hewing 



Iroquois before the latter had time to learn more 
than the vices of civili/.ation which first pcTiotrate a 
savagf region with the trad 'r and rum, Tlic priesl^ 
lived in their wigwams and studied their character- 
istics. Of the Mohawks the .lesiiits said: "They are a 
cruel and fierce pe.ipic with whom we have no com- 
munication." The Oneidas they called a weak 
natit)n; the Onondagas the most influential, faithful 
allies of the .lesnits: the S^necas the most numerous 
and powerful. 

Of the Cayuga.^, who were sometimes called arro- 
gant, the Jesuits said: "This tribe is quite peacable 
lor the Iroquois: they have never, properly speaking, 
borne arms against the French, They are sutTiciently 
susceptible to good impressions made upon them as 
we found bv experience: and the late Father Menard, 
who was their pastor, alwavs praised their docility." 

Cayuga Flatterers; Clever and Cunning 
Politicians — ,\n Inst.ince, — 

The Chief Deputy from the Cayugas, who was at 
a council of treatv with the I'rench and Onondagas, 
is spolcen of bv the ,lesuits as making a speech of 




Pruden, Pboto. SENECA RIVER AND C.A.XAL, FRO.\t RUMSEV STREET BRIDGE, LOOKI.XG EAST. 



down the possessicms of the Indians, the whites got 
the Cayugas to accept .S4,8oo spot cash and get out 
[See Reservations, etc, elsewhere,] 

The most powerful of all Indian confederacies, the 
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas 
were a confederation called bv the French the 
Iroquois, In 1715 they adopted the Tuscaroras from 
the Carolines and settled them among the Oneidas, 
Considerably earlier, they had adopted the Pawnees 
and the Catawbas and settled them among the 
Cayugas — at the head of Cayuga lake. The Oneidas 
and Cayugas were called the "younger brothers" and 
other nations treated them as younger brothers are 
sometimes treated. They were also burdened with 
the support of prisoners or captives. The Tusca- 
roras retained a tribal organization suflicient to give 
the name Six Nations to the confederation, 'I"he 
remnants of Pawnees and Catawbas were too small 
to be considered. 

The earliest and most penetrating students ot the 
Iroquois were the French Jesuit Priests who came to 
Quebec and thence into this country to establish 
missions [see Jesuits], They lived in the midst of the 



much wit and eloquence. This was in 1656 when 
Fathers n'.A.blon and Chaumonot began the Jesuit 
missions at Onondaga, The pith of his address was 
an expression of the JKjnor that the French had 
bestowed upon his nation in adopting it as brethren, 
and the assurances that the Cayugas would never 
become unworthy of that high distincticm or fail to 
do honor to so illustrious a connection. 

Nor was this diplomatist, clever in flattering, 
lacking any in impressing the whites with the honor 
such a connection bestowed upcm them, since his 
people, the Cayugas, had never been adopted except 
by people of rank, he said; "yet," the chief added, 
"this adoption of them by Onnonlio [French Ciov- 
ernor]crowned all the glory which they [the Cayugas] 
derived from all their previous ties and alliances," 
I o show his joy over this glory the deputy began a 
song which was as pleasing as it was new, .\11 
present ,sang with him, ° ° the man, himself, 
danced in the midst of them all, performing strange 
antics — keeping his whole body in motion; making 
gestures with his hands, feet, head, eyes and mouth; 
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and all this so exactly to the time of both his singing 
and that of the others, that the result was admirable. 
Then this wily and exceedingly clever savage pre- 
sented the Jesuits with presents: one to adopt the 
Oneidas, twin brothers of the Cayugas; another to 
receive faithful covenant; the third to secure the 
Mohawks; the fourth the Onondagas; the fifth the 
northern nations and the sixth as an earnest of action. 

Seneca County in the 17th century; Beautiful 
Countrv .Abounding with Game; — Father Raffeix 
was sent to Oiogouen, the capital of the Cayugas, t.i 
temporarily take the place of Fathfr de Carheil 
in 1671. He writes; "G liogouen [Spelled two 
wavs by the Jesuits] is the fairest country that I 
have seen in .\merica. It is a tract situated 
between two lakes and not exceeding four leagues in 
width, consisting of almost uninterrupted plains, the 
woods bordering which are extremely beautiful. 
.\nniee is a very narrow valley often abounding in 
stones and always covered with mists. The moun- 
tains hemming it in seem to me to 
1).^ of ve' V poor soil. Around Cioio- 
gouen there are ki.led annually more' 
than a thousand deer. Fish — sal- 
mon, as well as eels and other kinds 
— are as plentiful here as at Onnon- 
tague [Onondaga]. Four leagues 
from here I saw by the side of a river 
[Seneca river near Cayuga lake out- 
let] within a very limited space, 
eight or ten extremely line salt 
springs. Many snares are set there 
for catching pigeons, from seven to 
eight hundred being taken at once. 
Lake Tiohero [Cayuga] one of the 
two adjoining our village [the other 
was Owasco lake], is fully fourteen 
leagues long by one or two wide. 
Swans and busards are very abund- 
ant there during the entire winter; 
and in spring one sees nothing but 
continual clouds of all sorts of wild 
fowl. The Oclioueguen [Oswego 
river, now the Seneca riverj which 
flows from this lake divides in its 
upper waters into several channels, 
bordered by prairies [Mimtezuma 



mar-lii's the Seneca and the Os- 
wet;.! rivers were known by the 
Jesuits as iMilv one stream, cilled the 
Ochi'uegu.n]; and .-it intervals are 
\er\ ple,-i-,int and somewli.-il deep 
inlets whieli are preserses for game. 
1 find the inhabitants <if Goiogouen 
[tile Cavug;is] more tradable and 
less haughty jthan the OnontagueS" 
[Onondagas] and Onneioul [Oneidas] 
and if Gnd had humbled them as he 
has the .\niiiee, I believe the faith 
could be planted here more easily 
than in any of the other Iroquois 
nations. There are estimated to be 
more than 300 warriors here, and a 
prodigious number of little children." 

Sleep Gods, Worshipped by the 
Indians near Seneca F'alls in the 
17th Century; Perils of Jesuit 
Missionaries. — 

Father de Carheil in June, 1670, at 
Oiogouen writes; "This nation has 
only three villages — Goiogouen [in the vicinity of 
Union Springs" to which we have given the name of 
St. Joseph, patron of the whole [Cayuga] mission; 
Kiohero [at Cayuga outlet] which we call St. 
Estienne; and Onnontare [2; miles east of Savannah 
which was called the village of St. Rene.J 

"Since last autumn I have baptized 25 children and 
12 adults. " " - I have strenuously opposed 
their superstitions and especially the divinity of 
dreams. The dream that they worship as the master 
of their lives [is] but a certain one of the spirits 
called by them .\gatkonchoria — who, as they think, 
sometimes speaks to them in sleep, and commands 
them to obey their dreams rxactK'. The principal of 
the spirits is Taronhiaonagju, whom they acknow- 
ledge as a divinity, and obey as the Great Master of 
their lives; and when they speak of dreams as of a 
Go:l, they mean nothing e!;e than that it is bv this 
means that they gain knowledge of the will of God, 
and of what is needful for the preservation of their 
lives, and that the doing of what they have seen in 
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more like highwaymen than soldiers; 
and their expeditions are made more 
by means of surprises than by regu- 
lar battles. They rest all their glory 
in coming home accompanied by 
captives — men, women and children 
— or loaded with the scalps of those 
whom they have killed in combat." 

Six Nations — Origin of Their 
Race: — Rev. Mr. Pyrlaeus resident 
among the Six Nations in 1743 
quotes the Mohawk chief, Squarady, 
viz: They dwelt in the earth where 
no sun shone. Though they fol- 
lowed hunting they ate mice which 
they Ciiught with their own hands. 
Ganawaghha having found a hole 
went out and found jidter. Incon- 
sequence of the meat tasting good 
their mother concluded it best for 
them all to go out which they did, 
except the groundhog. They con- 
sider the earth as their universal 
mother. They believe they were 
created within its bosom where for a 
long time they had their abode 
before they came to live on its 
surface. They say the grand and 
good spirit had prepared all things 
for their reception but like an infant 
in the womb of the natural mother 
their first stage of existence was 
wisely ordained to be within the 
earth. 



dreams is a means which contributes to the establish- 
ment of their health and of their good fortune. 
Sometimes, too, they give this same name, 'Master of 
their Lives,' to the subject of their 
dream — for example, to a bearskin 
or deerskin, and to other like objects 
that they have seen in their sleep, 
because they regard them as reme- 
dies to which God has attached the 
good fortune of a long life. .\nd, in 
fact, they take marvelous pains to 
preserve these things, with this in 
view; and, when they are ill, they 
cover themselves with these, or put 
them near at hand, as a .defense 
against the attack of the disease. 
" '" They become persuaded 
that it [the soul] leaves the body 
when the latter is asleep, and itself 
goes in quest of these objects, during 
the dream, to the places where it 
sees them — returning into the body 
when all the dreams are dissipated." 

Cayuga Warriors and Hunters. — 
"The ideas of all these tribes," writes 
a Jesuit .Missionary of the Cavuga 
Indians in 1671, "prompt them to 
the pursuit of nothing but hunting 
and warfare. Among them are seen 
only parties of twenty, thirty or 
fifty men — of a hundred and some- 
times of two hundred; rarelv do 
they go to the number of a thousand 
in a single band. These hands are 
divided, to go some in quest of men 
and others of beasts; thev make war 



First Mills. — The first saw 
and grist mills erected between Cayuga and Seneca 
lakes were built by Dr. Silas Halsev three miles east 
of Lodi Landing on Seneca lake. 
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A VILLAGE IMMORTALIZED. 

Seneca Falls is distinguished by four great histori- 
cal events, only one of which had no permanent 
effect, but all of them greatly impressing themselves 
on society. 

The writer refers to the transient fad in dress, first 
introduced at Seneca Falls by a Seneca Falls woman 
and known as Uloomers; to the permanent and 
radical reform in political economy. Woman's Rights, 
which secured to women a voice in local government, 
first promulgated here; to what is known as the 
Holly Inventions, a water system for municipalities 
and the rotary steam fire engine now in use the 
world over, conceived and perfected by a resident of 
this village; and to the Mormon religion which was 
first promulgated a mile west of this village by a 
clever, scheming and illiterate day laborer, Joseph 
Smith. 

What more could a community ask to make itself 
immortal? 

The history of each is given elsewhere more fully. 

Reservations. — Skoiyase and Cayuga — Pass- 
ing of the Red Man — Cayuga Reservation 
Boundaries. — 

By treaty ratified at Albany, Feb. 25, 1789, the 
Cayugas ceded to the state all of their lands, except 
specified reservations, in consideration of $500 in 
silver paid, down, 81,625 to be paid on June i follow- 
ing, and S500 annually to them or their posterity. 
The largest of their reservations was a tract embrac- 
ing "exclusive of the water of Cayuga lake, the 
quantity of 100 square miles" [so it reads] on the 
west shore of Cayuga lake and south of the Seneca 
river also enclosing a considerable tract along the 
river east and north of Cayuga outlet. The western 
boundary was to run at the mean distance of three 
miles west of the west shore of Cayuga lake and the 
eastern boundary to follow the east shore of the lake. 
The northern boundary was Seneca river. 

The northeast corner of this reservation was des- 
cribed as "the Cayuga Salt spring on Seneca river." 

One squa.re mile of the above tract at Cayuga ferry 
was granted to Peter Ryckman, "the adopted child" 
of the Cayugas." 

A tract of 16,000 acres on the west shore of Seneca 
lake wai also set aside, 325 acres of which was to be 
granted 'to a white person married to a daughter of 
a Cayuga man named THANOEWAS," and the 
balance to Peter Ryckman. 

The same treaty also provided for the Skoiyase 
reservation, viz: "also the place in the Seneca river 
at or near a place called Skayes, where the Cayugas 
have heretofore taken eel, and a competent piece of 
land 'on the southern side of the river at the said 
place sufficient for the said Cayugas to land and 
encamp on and to cure their eel." 

The Cayuga Chief Fish Carrier was also to have a 
mile square for the separate use of himself and his 
family which was not located, however, until at a 
later treaty. 

The Cayugas and their posterity were to forever 
be granted the right of hunting and fishing in every 
part of said ceded lands. 

Chief Steel Trap (Kanistagia) signed for himself 
and eight chiefs, with the signatures of eleven other 
chiefs, besides. 

Maj. Abraham Hardenbergh in the latter part of 
1789, surveyed the tracts intended for the two reser- 
vations, at Cayuga lake and Skoiyase, under the 



protection of the militia, there being threats of vio- 
lence by the two parties opposed to and demanding 
the reservation south of Seneca River at Skoiyase. 

On June 22, 1790, at I'ort Stanwix the Cayuga 
chiefs confirmed the .Mbany treaty, some of the chiefs 
having preached repudiation. Joseph Brant sustained 
the treaty, his signature appearing as one of the 
witnesses. 

On July 27, 1795, at Cayuga Ferry, by treaty a 
third time between the State and the Cayugas, "in 
order to render the said reservations more productive 
of annual income to the said Qayuga nation," the 
reservations were reconstructed. This time it cost 
the State $1,800 more, paid down, with additional 
payments of a like sum the following June and each 
year thereafter. This was in addition to what the 
Cayugas had already received and to the $500 in 
annual payments provided by the treaty of 1789, as 
well as the $1,000 "benevolence," stipulated and 
paid by the treaty of 1790. The third treaty reduced 
their reservation entire, to two tracts only; first, the 
reservation proper, two miles square near the foot of 
the lake (taken from the big reservation), and the 
"Mine reservation," so-called, one mile square. Fish 
Carrier by this treaty was granted one mile square at 
Canoga creek, the state to control the lease of his 
grant and pay him the cash at Canandaigua, where 
the Cayugas were to receive their paymente. By this 
treaty all other lands including the Skoiyase reserva- 
tion went to the State or individual purchasers. 

But the Cayugas, like all other wards of the state, 
wanted money rather than lands — or it may be that 
thrifty and designing white people who coveted the 
lands made them think so. At least, on May 30, 
1807, nine Cayuga chiefs received "$4,800 in hand" 
and signed away all rights and titles to all lands in the 
State, including their reservations. They were then 
removed to Sandusky, O. Most ol them subsequently 
went to Indian Territory, about 160 settling with 
the Senecas and the balance, a very few, at "Tona- 
wanda. 

General Sullivan's expedition to the Seneca *^ 
and Genesee countries in 1779, made to chastise 
Seneca and Cayuga Indians for the barbarities thev 
were perpetrating upon the colonists then engaged 
in war against Great Britian, resulted in nearly 
exterminating both tribes. He laid in waste thous- 
ands of acres of standing crops and orchards, and 
destroyed 40 Seneca and Cayuga towns, besides great 
quantities of potatbes and other vegetables. Nine 
Indian towns in Seneca county and seven others on 
Cayuga and Seneca lakes were burned. The Seneca 
Indians then occupied the east and west shores of 
Seneca lake and a considerable region in the Genesee 
country. The Cayugas were on both shores of 
Cayuga lake and in the interior of what is now Seneca 
county. The Senecas had allied themselves openly 
with the British and had carried through theAmerican 
frontiers the torch and scalping knife. The Cayugas 
professing friendship for the colonists were not open 
enemies but were culpable. Washington appointed 
Maj. -Gen. John Sullivan of New Hampshire, to com- 
mand the expedition. It consisted of two divisions. 
The main army under the commander, 3,.')00 men, 
was formed of three brigades commanded respectively 
by Brig.-Gen. Maxwell, Brig.-Gen. Enoch Poor and 
Brig.-Gen. Edward Hand. The other division, 1,600 
troops, was commanded by Brig.-Gen. James Clinton. 
They were united at Tioga, Aug. 22, 1779, and on 
the 29th fought and defeated the British and Indians 
under Butler and Brandt, at Newtown. On Sept. i, 
they destroyed the Indian village of Shejiquaga, or 
Catharines Town, at the head of Seneca lake. 
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'riicn tlifv cnlcred \\ li;tl is now Seneca county. 
Sulliviin's niarcli north alonj; tlie east shore of that 
lake occupied Sept. 3-b, leaving in ruins the Indian 
towns of Con-daw-haw (a; North Hector), destroyed 
Sept. ^, and Kendaia or .Appletown, Sept. j. Their 
camps on the march were: The night of the 3d, nine 
miles from the head of the lake, near Peach Orchard; 
on the 4th, eight miles north of Xorth Hector, on the 
5tli, at .\ppletown and on the 6th, three miles north of 
Kendaia, at Indian Hollow. 

.\l --\ppleto\vn, I.uke Sweatland, captured several 
montlis before by tlie Indians at Wvoming and 
adopted fiy the Senecas, wiis found hearty and well 
and released from captivity. 

.•\t the foot of Seneca lake Sullivan destroyed a 
small village on the east side of the outlet kno%vn as 
Hutlers, Sept. 7, and the same day crossed to Kanada- 
saga (Geneva) where his army rested on the Sth. On 
the same day Col. John Harper, with a small com- 
mand marched east along the Seneca river and des- 
troyed the Cavuga village of Skoiyase on the site of 
Waterloo, burning 18 houses on the north side of the 
river and destroying large fields of com, which with 
the orchards were ripening. A Cayuga captive taken 
there declared that the Cayugas had not supposed 
that they were to be punished until they learned of 



men, w.is detached from Butler's command, and h<' 
destroyed what Harper, 13 days before had over- 
looked, doing his work well, :nid rejoining Butler ,'U 
Cayuga outk^t, where Gansevoort proceedefl east and 
Butler turned his steps south, hrst burning the Indian 
town of Choharo [TioheroJ. In the vicinity of Union 
Springs he laid waste to immense crops and burned 
four towns,(iewawga on the site of Union Springs, the 
upper and lower towns at Gully Brook and Old 
town two miles northeast: and where .-Vuror.i 
now stands he destroyed the town of Chonodote. 
From there the party proceeded to the head of the 
lake, I'mding only scattered wigwams and reached 
the settlement of the Catawabas, Co-re-or-go-nel 
soon after Dearborn's party had laid it in ashes. 

Col. Dearborn, following the trail through the 
woods between the lakes, burned a small town at the 
place near where the Seneca tails and Fayette road 
now crosses tl e fJose Hill road. .\t the pre^sent site 
of Canoga he burned three Indian villages and a 
large house farther south. Opposite .-\urora he came 
upon the ruins of the town of Swah-ya-wa-nah, 
which tlie day before had been burned by a party 
from Col. Gansevfiort's command who had got 
astray. Only a few isolated Indian encampments 
were encountered until he reached Co-re-or-go-nel, 
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the approach of Harper to their nearest village. 
This statement was confirmed later, and the Oneidas 
who had accompanied the e.xpedition and pleaded 
for their brothers, the Cayugas, were shown evidences 
that the Cayugas had violated their treaties with the 
.Americans. 

After Sullivan had destroyed Little Beards town 
on the Genesee river and upon his return to Ivanada- 
saga, Sept. 19, he sent Col. Peter Gansevoort with 
100 men on an invasion of the Mohawks and Col. 
■William Butler with Cxx3 men to destroy the Cayuga 
towns and crops. On the 21st, after the army had 
recrossed Seneca outlet. Col. Henry Dearborn with 
200 men, detached to carry war along the west shore 
of Cayuga lake, plunged into the woods upon the 
trail leading east to Canoga creek, and crossing the 
preSMt town of Fayette. His course passed partly 
over the route of the present Rose Hill and Canoga 
road between three and four miles south of Skoiya.se. 

On Sept. 20, Cols. Gansevoort and Butler, march- 
ing in company, reached Skoiyase and went into 
camp. In the morning Maj. William Scott with 200 



f the lake, which he 
and Dearborn both 



live miles south of the head 1 
completely devastated. Butler 
rejoined Sullivan farther south. 

Photograph y, Auld Lang Syne.— "When 

you stop to consider the difference between the wet 
and the dry plate process.' said a photographer, 
"you can appreciate what giant strides photography 
has taken in the past few years. We formerly took 
a clear plate of glass and soaked it in lye, washing 
thoroughly in clf.ir water. Then we passed it 
through diluted nitric acid, and after washing again, 
passed it through diluted ammonia and then again 
washed it. We prepared our own albumen, taking 
the white of an egg and beating it thoroughly in 
water by shaking it with broken glass in a bottle. 
'1 hen we flowed the plates bv hand and placed them 
in a dust proof closet. When we were to make a 
sitting we took one of the plates from ttic closet and 
Mowed th<' albumen ized side with collodion. The 
plate was then placed in a solution of silver, resting 
edge up. This gave us about three-quarters of a 
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minute and we hurried out and seated the subject 
and focused the instrument. Think of posing a 
sitter now days in three quarters of a minute! The 
public would not tolerate it. They would say the 
sitter had been slighted. But the plate must not be 
permitted to stand in the silver any longer and when 
once taken out we had no time to waste. .A. wet 
plate would dry in ten minutes, and when dry would 
be of no use. Some times it might be longer drying 
;ind other times shorter, according to the condition 
of the atmosphere. I5ut you remember bow the 
plKjtographer in those days went to and from the 
dark room on a jump and how, after making the 
sitting, he developed the negative while the sitter 
waited and then came out and showed it to the latter 
for his approval or disapproval. Xo proofs were 
then shown. The photographer held the negative 
against <i dark background — his sleeve, the flap of 
liis coat or something else for the customer to look 
at. But 1 left the plate in the silver bath. It was 
fished out with a dipper and placed in an old fash- 
ioned plate holder, which had a swing door. It was 
wet and dripping when it came from the silver and 
we always wiped the edges and back with bilbulous 
paper and allowed the plate to drain on a blotter. 
Still it dripped silver until 
dry and as silver is not to 
be wasted we had a trough 
in the bottom of the plate 
holder whieh caught the 
dripping which we 
emptied into a bottle. It 
v\'as also necessary to de- 
velop quickly and this we 
did by flowing the plate in 
the hand, instead of in a 
trav as is done now; that 
is holding up the plate by 
one corner and tu:ning it 
about so as to direct the 
Mow of the solution to all 
parts of the surface. This 
was not easily acquired by 
an apprentice. The plate 
was dried by artificial 
heat. In those days a 
sitting occupied from ten 
seconds to three-quarters 
of a minute; now from 
one-quarter of a second to Loaned by Janet Cowlnif. 



three or four seconds, de- 
pending not only upon the 
light but ujion the color of 
the drapery to be taken. 
But in those days a pho- 
tographer was not expect- 
ed to make a sitting in very 
cloudy weather, and many 
photographers advised 
their patrons to wait for a 
sunny day. 

Indian Towns near 
Seneca Falls where the 
Cayugas and Senecas lived 
in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries: — Tlie 
Cayugas, the fourth of 
the I'ive .\ations, and the 
Senecas, the fifth, at the 
earliest period after the 
white man's arrival occu- 
pied — the first, both sides of Cayuga lake; the Senecas, 
the Genesee and tributary vallevs. The eastermost 
town of the Senecas was 20 miles west of Geneva. 
.\ century or more later, about the time the pioneers 
arrived in Seneca county, the Senecas had extended 
their village to Seneca lake and they then occupied 
both sides of that lake. 

The chief Seneca towns were: 

Tsonnouan, the capital of the Senecas, stood on 
the west bank in the westerly bend of Honeoye creek 
two miles north of Honeoye Falls, town of Mendon, 
Monroe county. The Jesuit mission of La Concep- 
tion was here. 

Gandagara the other chief town of the Senecas, 
St. Jacques or St. James mission, was then on Bough- 
ton Hill, one mile south of Victor, Ontario county. 

Gandougarce, St. Michel's mission, was three and 
one-half miles south of Boughton Hill. 

Gandachiragon, St. Jean's mission, on the west 
bank of Hemlock creek near Lima, N. Y. 

The chief Cayuga towns in the seventeenth century 
were: — 

Oiogouen, three and one-half miles south of Union 
Springs, was the earliest known capital of the Cay- 
ugas. Here was located the Jesuit mission of St. 
Joseph. Cayuga Castle, which was in fact the name 
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for a group of villages, was tl\e iiaiiic afterwards 
given to tlie site of Oiogouen. 

'I'hioliero, St. Stephen's Jesuit mission, an Indian 
tovi^n of importance, occupied the e;ist shore of 
Cayuga outlet, near the end of the present railroad 
bridge. Near this place were sal', springs where the 
Cayugas, and a century later the Senecas came for 
salt. This town was where the Cayugas kept their 
prisoners taken from tlie .Hurons and Andastogues, 
the northern tribes, by whom it was largely settled. 

Onontare, St. Rene's mission, was on the west 
bank of Seneca river, two and one-half miles directly 
east from the village of Savannah. This, like 
Skoiyase a century later, was the -fishing village of 
the Cayugas. 

Thiohero then consisted of two large houses and 
several smaller ones. Its name, "place of the rushes" 
was also applied to the lake. It was also called 
Choharo and Sannio. 

Gewawga (Union Springs) was the next south, and 
beyond was the Cayuga group, viz: 

Cayuga Castle, on the north shore of Gully brook. 
Upper Cayuga across the stream and Cayuga or Old 
Town (Oiogouen) northeast a half a mile or more 



Swaii-ya-wa-nah was the ne.xt town .south of this 
Skanayutenate grfiup of villages. 

Chonodote, consisting of hftcen houses, ^tocid on 
the site of .Aurora, opposite, across the lake, from 
Swah-ya-\va-nah. 

Co-re-or-go-nel or De-Ho-Riss-Kanadai, at the 
head of the lake (Tompkins county), 2j houses 
occupving both sides ttf the inlet at Ithaca, like 
Thiohero. was a settlement of prisoners, or rather 
conquered nations, whose people were selected to 
become part of the Cayugas and were given places 
in which to live. Other captives were made slaves 
and scattered through the towns of the nation. 
Those at the upper end of the lake were from south- 
ern nations, principally remnants of the Catawbas. 
.\t Thiohero were the northern nations, principally 
Hurons. These extreines were connected by trails 
following both shores of the lake and passing through 
immense fields of corn and vegetables as well as 
apple orchards. 

The Senecas, at the beginning of the last century, 
occupied the head and foot of Seneca lake. Their 
towns were: 

Kanadasaga (Geneva), the chief town and one of 
the capitals, at the outlet, containing 50 houses. 
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from the lake. These were all made principally 
from hewn logs and comprised (in 1779), with scat- 
tering houses along the trail north to Thiohero about 
100 dwellings. Here the main trail from the 
Onondagas crossed the lake to a similar group of 
Cayuga towns on the west shore. They were: 

Skanaj'utenate, or Ge-no-gah, on the north bank 
of Canoga creek (the birthplace of Red Jacket, see 
sketch of Red Jacket on another page). One mile 
north was a smaller town (the birthplace of Logan. 
See sketch elsewhere) and south was the village (on 
the Disinger farm) called Newtown. Not the New- 
town of Gen. Sullivan's famous battle with the 
Indians. Between the sites of the present villages of 
Canoga and Rose Hill at the head of a stream flow- 
ing north and emptying into Seneca river at Waterloo, 
was the fourth of this group of villages, occupying 
the trail which led northwest to the outlet of Seneca 
lake. 

Skoiyase, the fishing village— the market place of 
the Cayugas, terminated a diverging trail, occupying 
the north .shore of Seneca river, now the site of 
Waterloo. [See Skoiyase elsewhere.] 



Sheaquaga or Catharines Town, 40 houses on both 
sides of the inlet, was a large poii't for stock and 
crops. 

Con-daw-haw (.\orth Hector) consisted of a long 
house surrounded by smaller ones. 

Kendaia or Appletown (two miles north of Kendaia 
postoffice, town of Romulus, one-half mile from the 
lake) having 20 houses of hewn logs, was remarkable 
for many tombs found there, made of oblong bo.yes 
with slits in the top, painted bright colors. 

County Treasurers — (Dates given are when 
elected; years in service include following years and 
year of election of successor.) Andrew Dunlap, jr., 
1848; Daniel H. Bryant, iSji; James Ferguson, 1854; 
Charles Sentell, 1857; James B. Thomas, i860; Reu- 
ben D. Hulbert, 1863; Wm. Dunl.np, 1866; Geo. .M. 
Guion, 1869; James M. Martin, 1872; Wm. A. Swabv 
1875: Walter H. Allen, 1878; Wm. Walker, i88"i; 
Jonathan D. Thomas, 1884; Horace N. Rumsev! 
1887'; Wm. W. Boyer, i8go; Maynard T. Corkhill) 
1893; -Augustin S. Parish, 1896, 'gg (re-elected by 4 
votes) Fred G. Smith, 1902. 
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Red Jacket [Sa-fi;(i-ya-\vat-liii] — This remark- 
able chief and sachem ot the Seneca Indians, disting- 
uished as an orator among the Iroquois and a leader 
of marked influence among his people, was born only 
a few miles from Seneca Falls. The Waterloo 
Historical Society with impressive ceremonies 
unveiled a monument, which this societv had patri- 
otically erected to his memory on the site of his 
birthplace, Oct. 14, 1891. The 'site of the wigwam 
in which Red Jacket was born, was definitely located 
in the Indian town of Skanayutenate on the west 
shore of Cayuga lake. The location of this town is 
described as follows: "On the road following 
generally the west bank of Cayuga lake, about a 
mile north of the present village of -Canoga, and a 
half a mile from the lake, near the outlet of the 
stream known as Canoga creek, running from the 
springs to the lake, is located Canoga cemetery, a 
beautiful and picturesque spot. Between the ceme- 
tery and the lake and about forty rods from the lake 
on the south bank of the creek was the Indian town 
of Skanayutenate." 

Across the creek (the north side) under an oak tree 
and close to a large spring which fed the creek, and 
near the ridge upon which the lake rpad runs, stood 
the wigwam in which Red Jacket was born. 

It was under the same oak tree that the greatest of 
historical characters among the Indians, the great 
.Mingo chief Loga was also born [See sketch of Logan 
in next column]. 

Red Jacket, known as such because he wore such a 
garment, was the son of a Cayuga warrior and a 
Seneca woman. He derived his rank as sachem of 
the wolf clan of the Senecas from his mother, accord- 
ing to the custom of the Iroquois. Red Jacket v/as 
born in 1750 and died in 1830. He was not only an 
orator, but a fierce warrior who led his people during 
the revolution to espouse the cause of the British. 
He was a swift runner and physically a powerful 
man, and was employed as a messenger bj' the officers 
at the Niagara fort. 

At the close of the war he sullenly accepted peace, 
but participated in the Fort Stanwix treaty with the 
Americans in 1784. From that time he faithfully 
stood with the whites and always opposed the upris- 
ing of the red men. It was he who gave Erastus 
Granger, the Indian agent, warning of the Tecumseh 
league against the government. In 1810 he visited 
Washington and in 1829 went to New York city 
where his portrait was painted Jjy Robert W. Weir. 
Hart afterwards copied it — and his work is now in 
possession of Dr. Bellows of Waterloo. 

It was said of Red Jacket that at least in his later 
years he held a rigid and honorable course in his 
relations with the whites. He predicted that his 
people would at last disappear zmd often spoke in 
contempt of the white people because of their treat- 
ment of the Indians. 

In 182 1 he was called as a witness in Buffalo 
against Tommy Jenimey, a Seneca chief who was 
charged with murder for cutting the tiiroat of an 
Indian woman condemned thus to die by the Seneca 
nation on the charge of witchcraft. When he was 
asked if he believed in future rewards and punish- 
ments and the existence of a God, "with a piercing 
look into the face of his interrogator and with no 
little indignation of expression he replied.'Yes, much 
more than the white men if we are to judge by their 
actions.' " 

He was not slow at the trial to "turn the point" 
against the prosecution in the following words: 
"What! do you denounce us [the Senecas] as fools 
and bigots because we still believe that which you, 
yourselves, believed two centuries ago? What have 
our brothers done more than the rulers of your 
people have done and what crime has this man com- 
mitted by executing in a summary way the laws of 
his Qountry and the command of the Great Spirit?" 



Logan [ Tall-ga-yee-ta]. the Indian who.so fluent 
tongue was the wonder of his day, was born — strange 
and scarcely credible as a co-incident of that sort 
mav seem — ini the verv spm where the famous chief, 
Red Jacket, first saw light. It was under the same 
oak and beside the same spring, on the west shore of 
Cayuga lake [See sketch of Red Jacket] in the year of 
1752, two year? after the birth of the Seneca- chief. 
Logan, the sun of the Cayuga chief, Shik-cHi-mu.s, 
was the Iroquois statesman without rank through 
birthright, whose natural gift was that of a strong 
orator, and who by inherent wisdom made for him- 
self the first place as an historical character. 

In the border wars of Ohio Logan's entire family, 
wife and children', had been murdered by a party of 
whites who decoyed them from their camp for that 
purpose. At the treaty made by Lord Dunsmore at 
Camp Charlotte on the Sciota river, some months 
later, occurred that famous speech of Logan's of 
which Thomas Jefferson said, "1 may challenge the 
whole orations of Demosthenes and Cicero, and of 
any more eminent orator, if Europe has furnished 
more eminent, to produce a single passage superior 
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Born near Seneca Falls, N. Y. 

to that speech of Logan's.' Logan, towering head 
and shoulders above the assembled councillors— his 
was a majestic figure— said: "1 appeal to anv white 
man to say if he ever entered Logan's cabin hungry 
and he gave him not meat, if he ever came cold and 
naked and he clothed him not. » « a ].-„f p,^. 
country I rejoice at the besom of peace! Uut do you 
not harbor a thought that mine is the jov of fear. 
Logan never felt fear! He will not turn on' his heel 
to save his lifel \\"ho is there to mourn for Logan' 
Not one." ^ 

When young, Logan fell in with the Moravians in 
Pennsylvania and for some time lived in .Mifflin 
county, Pa., four miles from Reedsville, where for 
years afterwards was pointed out the famous Logan 
spring. Then he moved to Juniata and married a 
Shawnee woman. He was buried on a bluff near 
Steubenville. O., overlooking the Ohio river and 
Mmgo creek, the grave now being covered with 
bowlders. At Fort Hill cenieterv, Auburn, N. Y., 
stands a monument erected to his' memory by Wil- 
liam H. Seward. 
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"Mormon Joe," as he was railed — Joseph Smith, 
the founder of Mornioiiism. first made known his 
"divine discovery." the "golden plates," which none 
hereabouts ever saw, to some of the prominent resi- 
dents of Junius. He located at Kingdom, a mile 
west of Seneca Falls, about 1S21 or '22 as a general 
hand for any kind of work: but engaged chieflv in 
finding water with a switch carried in the hand, a 
custom in those days. He came here from Pompey 
and lived chiefly by his wits. From this place he 
went over into the town of Fayette, about i'i^30. where 
in April of that year he organized the fir^t Mormon 
church and baptized the first converts. Mr. Harrison 
Chamberlain well remembers much told about his 
personality by his father 
and grandfather. 

Strangely he procured 
financial assistance from 
wealthy men living here- 
abouts to whom he in con- 
fidence first made known 
his "divine inspirations." 
Some of these men sacri- 
ficed a good deal to furnish 
him funds. He had with 
him an assistant or secre- 
tary, Olivei Cowc'ery, who 
transcribed what Nioinum 
Joe, standing behind a cur- 
tain, professed to read from 
the golden plates, the "in- 
spired Word of God," as 
Smith said. 

He was a peculiar, odd 
looking man, dressed in the 
plainest homespun, and 
rather an object of wit and 
pleasantry. It was not un- 
til the fall of 1823 that he 



aroused particular interest in him- 
self. Then he claimed that he had a 
singular and mysterious mission. It 
soon was noised about that Smith 
had received some spiritual revela- 
tion, and the place was wild to learn 
more about it. Under apparently a 
simple and innocent manner, Smith 
must have been a keen judge of 
human nature, understanding well 
how to excite curiosity and make 
converts. 

His earliest "baptisms" — by im- 
mersion — were at Silver Creek, south 
of Kingdom. He then resided in the 
house of Peter Whitmer, three miles 
south of Waterloo, where he gathered 
his few followers about him and 
preached to them. 

It was while here that Smith at- 
tracted the attention of Brigham 
Young, who was then a lad, one of 
the five sons of John Young, who 
lived in the town of Tryone, Schuy- 
ler county. Levi Halsey says that 
John Young was a revolutionary 
soldier from Whittingham, Wind- 
ham county, Ct., who had taken land 
given to the soldiers in the "military 
tract," and who finally became "a 
traveling tinker and mender nnd a 
poor farmer," and that his sons spent 
most of their time hunting and fish- 
ing, usually in harvest time crossing 
Seneca lake to work for farmers in 
Romulus. That was what brought Brigham over 
here when he met Smith and at once became his 
follower. 

Mail Carriers on horseback in the early 
"twenties" of the past century delivered at Seneca 
Falls the earliest overland mail pouches coming 
across the state of New York. Their task was neither 
easy or profitable and the roads they followed, some 
of them nothing but bridle tracks, were execrable. 
The mail on arriving at Albany by boat was placed 
in charge of a character known as "dum your skin," 
(his favorite expression) Sprague. At Amsterdam 
(then Port Jackson) Sprague's wife took the mail 
going west as far as Fort E&yton, where Jason Parker 
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received the mail and carried it safely to Onondaga. 
Isaac Sherwood and his wife carried it west to Can- 
andaigua. Sherwood put on the first post and 
passenger coaches running between Fayetteville, 
Onondaga county, and Geneva, Ontario county, 
which passed through Seneca Falls. 

Rumsey Protectives. — In June, 1882, the Fire 
Department of .Seneca Falls had a parade and in- 
spection and among the companies in line was that 
comprising thirty-five of Rumsey's men drawing a 
piece of apparatus that the company had in its 
shipping room. With a uniform consisting of dark 
pants, white shirts, neckties alike anS caps, the boys 
made quite a respectable appearance. They did so 
well that on their return to the works Mr. Eugene A. 
Rumsey. then manager and afterwards president of 
the firm, told them to organize and drill and he would 
uniform thenfi and send them to the 
State Convention of firemen held at 
Rochester that year. At Rochester 
the firm furnished them a large tent 
to sleep in and boarded them at the 
Waverly House, paying all expenses 
both ways and free cigars; and the 
next pay day every man received full 
pay for the three days he was away. 

The company organized as the 
Rumsey Protectives, Fire and Pro- 
tection Company, and were received 
into the department, being assigned 
to draw Steamer No. i until 
they had a wagon, blankets, 
buckets, chemicals, etc. completed 
and ready for their duties as Pro- 
tectives. As soon as they were 
equipped Rumsey & Co. hired rooms 
for them, got them admitted to the 
state association and sworn in as 
.special police at fires. Mr. Rumsey 
ordered a fancy parade carriage, and 
while it was being built the boys 
held a fair for one week and cleared 
over 81.000. They used this money 
to pay for the carriage and equip 
their parlor and hunk room, which 
was done in handsome style. Six 
men volunteered to bunk in the 
rooms, and from that time until 
they disbanded they were one of the 
most efficient companies in the 
department. They always attended 
the state conventions and from their 
fine carriage, plush banner and 
natty uniforms they received the 
name of "The Famous Rumsey Pro- 
tectives." Rumsey £>• Co. always 
gave largely toward the expense of 
attending state conventions, and in 
several ca.ses furnished them sleeping 
cars without any cost to the firemen. 
.Mr. Rumsey had photographs taken 
of the members and sent them to the Forbes Litho- 
graph Co. of Boston, who arranged them in the shape 
of a pyramid. Mr. Rumsey ordered several thousand 
of the photos and sent them to nearly every company 
in the United States; and every piece of fire apparatus 
sold by the company, foreign or domestic, had a copy 
of the picture enclosed. .Many foreigners sent letters 
acknowledging receipt of the picture. Mr. Fred 
Pierce, editor of the "Fireman's Herald," said they 
were the best advertised company on the globe. It 
cost Run sey &< Co. nearly $5,000^ but Mr. E. A. 



Rumsey said it was inoney well expended. The 
Protectives were good firemen and received many 
good words of praise from the board of engineers for 
their faithfulness and eHicicncy, At the organization 
of the company William T. Smith was made foreman 
and drill master, George H. .\midon, ist assistant 
foreman, and Charles Graham, 2nd assistant foreman. 

The Fortnightly Club was organized in 1887 
by tv^'elve women who wished to study history and 
literature. Meetings were held fortnightly from 
October to .April, inclusive, and the first years of its 
existence were devoted to the English poets. Its 
programs consist of papers prepared by members, 
readings from authors giving side-lights on the sub- 
ject under consideration, translations of timely 
articles from the French, and the recitation of poems 
bearing on the topic of the day. The Club tries to 




Borrowed Photo. RUMSEY PROTECTIVES. 

Center— Eugene A. Rumsey, trustee. 

Apex— W. T. Smith, foreman. 

Next Row— S. Woods, left; Henry Playford, right. 

Third Row down— James Reagan, Frank Perkins, Juo. O'Hare, Frank 
Shane, Charles Garling, L. Cunniugliam. 

Fourth Row— H. W. Freelaiid, Benj. Fetter, Wm. Hall, Byron Latti- 
mor. F. A. Curtis. , 

Fifth Row— Norman Gott. John Esmack, Wm. Teller, Ed. Page, Henry 
, Wm. Allen, Joseph McKeon, Charles Payne. 

Sixth Row— Geo. W. Murph.v, Geo. H. Amidon, first asst. foreman: 
Frank '^oliins, James McKeon, Thomas Ginaity, Charles Graliam, second 
asst. foreman; Frank Data, Joseph Nugent. 

IiOwer Row— David Crumb, Wm. Durnin, Marion Perkins. 

stimulate and keep alive the spirit of poetry, believ- 
ing that it- will aid the rising generation immeasur- 
ably by helping to secure to it that inheritence of 
poetry which is the heart of all literature. 

The Fortnightly has social meetings to close the 
year's work, and special meetings devoted to public 
interests are occasionally held. It has grown steadily 
in numbers and strength, and is registered at Albany 
as one of the Study Clubs of the state. Its constitu- 
tion limits the number of members to 25, and since 
its organization it has had but one president, Mrs. S. 
A. Wetmore. The officers for i903-'4 are as follows: 
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Cayuga Bridge. 



Loaned by Janet Cowing?. 

CAYUGA BRIDGE, 1800 (Old print). 
View from West bank— Cayuga Village in the distance— Titus tavern on the 
left— This brldj^e was begun May, 1799, and completed September, ISMX), costing 
$150,000— 11^ mile long. 

President, Mrs. S. A. Wetmore: \'ice President. Mrs. 
A. R. Jewell; Secretary, Mrs. M. K. Smithwick: Treas- 
urer, Mrs. H. W. Yawger. 

The active members are: Mrs. Elizabeth W. Addi- 
son, Mrs. Ella R. Carmer, Mrs. Fanny .\1. Gay, .Mrs. 
Margaret T. Glen, Mrs. Helen E. Hammond, Miss 
Anna E. Henion, Mrs. Annetta R. Jewell, Mrs. Kath- 
erine M.Van Kleeck, Mrs. Mary L. Knight, Mrs. Louise 
E. Lathrop, Mrs. Caroline F. Lester, Mrs. Elizabeth 
C. Lester, Mrs. Jane Orton Mead. Miss Charlotte E. 
Pollard, Mrs. Minnie D. H. Rogers, Miss. Stella E. 
Sharp, Mrs. .\melia G. Swabv, Mrs. Evelyn Severson, 
Mrs. Mary R. Silsby, Mrs. Mabel K. Smithwick, Mrs. 
Nellie Conner Smith, Mrs. Sarah C. Wayne, .Mrs. S. 
-Adeline Wetmore, Mrs. Harriet W. Yawger. 

Bridges at Cajruga Lake, — [By Mrs. S. A.. 
Wetmore.] — The act incorporating the Cavuga 
Bridge Company was passed March 28, 1797, when 
John Jay was governor. It gaxe the 

company the right to build a bridge 
"over the lake or the outlet thereof," 
and limited the issue of stock to five 
hundred shares of fifty dollars each. 
Two of the five directors, Charles 
Williamson and Thomas Morris, 
were large owners of land in the 
"Great Genesee Country," as all 
Western New York was then 
termed. Mr. Williamson had built 
the road from Bath to Geneva. 
Two other directors were Joseph 
.•\nnin of the town of .Aurelius, and 
Colonel John Harris of Cayuga, who 
had established a ferry, but who 
now relinquished his rights to the 
association. The fifth director was 
Wilhelmus Mynderse, agent for the 
Bayard Company, which three years 
previous had purchased of the state 
lands on the north side of the Seneca 
outlet. The first treasurer of the 
Bridge company was Jacob Halleit. 
.\\\ persons were forbidden to build 
other bridges or establish ferries 
within three miles of the proposed 
bridge; and after its completion all 
persons were forbidden to cross said 
lake within three miles thereof with- 
out paying the legal toll to the 
corporation; but "it shall be lawful 
for any person to pass in his own 
boat without being subject to such 
toll." All inhabitants residing 
within three miles of said bridge 



could pass over on foot 
free for the term of seven 
years. 

"If the said bridge be 
completed by .May i, 1801, 
then the said company 
shall be continued lor the 
period of 75 yejirs. ' Now 
that the charter was satis- 
factory, work began in 
May, 1799, and the bridge 
was finished Sept. 4, 1800. 
Its length was one mile, 
eight rods, with 22 feet 
between the trestles and 
sufficient space in the road- 
way to allow three wagons 
to move abreast. When it 
was opened for traffic the 
event was celebrated by the 
firing of cannon, speeches 
and a grand procession over the new highway. 
Evidently the action of the current and the force of 
the ice had not entered into the calculations of the 
builders, for in 1807 the bents began to settle and 
to lean towards the west. Finally the whole mass 
gave way and floated down to the marsh. Now for 
several years travelers were dependant on the ferry 
and on a bridge, often out of repair, which was built 
across the outlet a few rods above the present Mud 
Lock. 

THE SECOND BRIDGE 

There were numerous petitions before the legis- 
lature from the inhabitants of the western counties 
of this state praying for the grant of a lottery to 
raise funds to erect a bridge across the outlet at the 
same place, and the attorney-general was directed to 
take legal measures to try the validity of the com- 
pany's charter rights. The company then petitioned 




Loaned by H. C. Silsby. 
DONALDSON'S BALLOON KISING FROM PALL STUEET THIRTY 
YEARS AGO. 



"GRIP'S" HISTORICAL SOUVENIR OF SENECA FALLS. 



i9 



the. legislature, requesting an extension of their 
capital stock, and agreeing to build without delay 
a "good and substantial bridge," to be completed in 
a reasonable time. They secured the passage of an 
act which extended their rights. It allowed them to 
issue 1,000 shares of stock at I50 each in addition to 
the present stock of the company. All persons living 
within one mile were to pass over on foot at all 
times free, and all persons going to or from public 
worship on the Sabbath at either East or West Cay- 
uga were to be exempt from the payment of toll, and 
there was the same exemption for the passage of 
troops and artillery. Through the courtesy of Deputy 
Secretary of State, Mr. .Mongin, I have been able to 
give the facts concerning the Bridge Companv thus 
far from records in his olTice. 1 now turn to the 
company's own records, their day book, and a book 
in which are entered "The Resolves of the Directors 
of the Cayuga Bridge Company," by their secretary, 
John Haggerty: Isaac Pierson held 300 shares and 
was doubtless president of the company. James 
Bennett, a pioneer at the lake, and Daniel Mcintosh 
of Cayuga, each held 50 shares. Col. Mvnderse and 
Stephen N. Bayard together held 85 and Elijah 
Miller of^uburn, held 40. Mr. Miller was the com- 
pany's lawyer and the da. book shows that he 
received a fee of §100 for going to Albanv in March, 
1814, on "business relating to the bridge charter." 
In the early fall of 18 12, Col. Mynderse made con- 
tracts for lumber with John Richardson and with 
Phelps, Joy & Co. The master builder arrived and the 
labor began. Piles were driven from the east shore 
one third of the way across, the pile driver being 
worked on the ice. When the ice went ont a scow 
was built and anchored at the work. Men received 
-.f 1.50 per day, and rations of a half-pint of whiskey 
each, to ward off the ague. As the structure 
approached completion the New York directors 
journeyed hither to inspect it and the next meeting 
was held at West Cayuga, Sept. 28, 1813. Amounts 
due contractors were now paid, William Britton, the 
superintendent, receiving in all §15,580: Richardson, 
for lumber, S 10,000. The whole outlav for the 
bridge amounted to §36,630. The toll received at 
the bridge across the outlet was small, for four weeks 
in September, 1815, only ?i 14.48, while the receipts at 
the long bridge from Dec. 18, 1814, to Sept. 23, 1815, 
inclusive, were $11,376.10!. 

THE THIRD BRU)GE 

In 1817, when work on the Erie canal began, the 
Bayard company sent out circulars advertising their 
fine property at Seneca Falls for sale. They had 
read the handwriting on the wall and knew that the 
canal when finished would turn the tide of travel 
away from Cayuga Bridge and the lands which they 
had held at such extravagant prices. It was too 
true; the long line of wagons disappeared and the 
taverns found their occupation gone. The bridge 
had a life of twenty years, and in 1833 a third was 
built which found a rival in the New York Central 
Railroad. Mr. B. F. Beach of our village relates 
that in the latter part of May, 1853, he crossed this 
structure with a heavy load of plaster which made it 
shake violently. The night following several sec- 
tions fell into the lake, so that he was probably the 
last person to cross it in a vehicle. .Aft'T the bridge 
was closed to traffic it became the resort of the Honest 
Fishermen of that day; indeed, fishing from the 
bridge was the chief source of entertainment for 
visiting strangers. .Many can remember the row of 
decaying piles which for years marked its route 
across the lake, but now few traces remain of that 
structure which formed the crowning glory of the old 
Albany turnpike. 



Bloomers ; the Idea Originated at Seneca Falls ; 
Suggested by a Male editor ; The Costume First 
Worn by Gerrit.t Smith's Daughter; Curious Cir- 
cumstances for which Mrs. Bloomer is Authority. 

It was Mrs. Amelia Jenks Bloomer who gave the 
name that is popularly attached to the costume of a 
short skirt and Turkish trousers which once excited 
both America and Europe. .Mrs. Bloomer disclaims 
credit for originating or first using it. She charges 
the idea to the editor of the Seneca County Courier 
— or the writer of an editorial in that paper. In 
January or February, 1851, she says, in an editorial 
on "Female Attire" the writer "showed up the incon- 
venience, unhealthfulness and discomforts of woman's 
dress, and advocated a change to Turkish pantaloons 
and a skirt reaching a Uttle below the knee." Mrs. 
Bloomer was at the time publishing a monthly paper, 
"The Lily." [See more extended sketch of it in 
"Woman's Rights" article.] 

"As the editor of the Courier was opposed to us on 
the woman's rights question," writes Mrs. Bloomer, 
"this article of his gave me an opportunity to score 
him on having gone so far ahead of us as to advocate 
our wearing pantaloons, and in my next issue I 
noticed him and his proposed style in a half-serious, 
half-playful article of some length. He took up the 
subject again and expressed surprise that I should 
treat so important a matter with levity. I replied to 
him more seriously than before, fully indorsing and 
approving his views on the subject of women's cos- 
tume. 

"About this time,' continues Mrs. Bloomer, "when 
the readers of the 'Lily' and the 'Courier' were inter- 
ested in and excited over the discussion, Elizabeth 
Smith Miller, daughter of Hon. Gerritt Smith of 
Peterboro, N. Y., appeared on the streets of our 
village dressed in short skirts and full Turkish 
trousers. She came on a visit to her cousin, Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton, who was then a resident of 
Seneca Falls. Mrs. Miller had been wearing the 
costume some two or three months at home and 
abroad. Just how she came to adopt it I have for- 
gotten, if I ever knew. But she wore it with the full 
approval and sanction of her father and husband. 
During her father's term in Congress she was in 
Washington, and the papers of that city described 
her appearance on the streets in the short costume. 

"A few days after Mrs. Miller's arrival in Seneca 
Falls," Mrs. Bloomer goes on to say, "Mrs. Stanton 
came out in a dress made in Mrs. Miller's stvle. She 
walked our streets in a skirt that came a little above 
the knees, and trousers of the same material — black 
satin. Having had part in the discussion of the 
dress question it seemed proper that I should practice 
as I preached, and as the Courier man advised; and 
so a few days later I, too, donned the new costume, 
and in the next issue of my paper announced that 
fact to my readers. At the outset I had no idea of 
fully adopting the style; no thought of setting the 
fashion; no thought that my action would create an 
excitement throughout the civilized world, and give 
to the style my name and the credit due Mrs. Miller. 
This was all the work of the press. I stood amazed 
at the furor I had unwittingly caused." The press 
at once took it up, she says. Someone — she doesn't 
know who— wrote "the Bloomer" costume which 
continued to cling to the dress in spite of her efforts 
to have credit attach to Mrs. Miller. "Had she [Mrs. 
Miller] not come to us in that stvle," says Mrs. 
Bloomer, "it is not probable that either Mrs. Stanton 
or myself would have donned it." 

Hundreds of women all over the countrv, Mrs. B. 
says, wrote her asking for the pattern; and the sub- 
scription list to "The Lily" ran up amazingly. 

Mrs. Bloomer wore the dress "some six or eight 
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years, or so long as I remained in active life and until 
the papers had ceased writing squibs at my expense,' 
she says. She wore it "on all occasions, at home and 
abroad, at church and on the lecture platform, at 
fashionable parties and in my business olfice." In 
all of her travels, she says, she met with nothing dis- 
agreeable or unpleasant, but was universally treated 
with respect and attention by both press and people 
wherever she appeared. 

Aher she had removed to the west, and had got 
out of lecturing, she donned long skirts for parties 
and entertainments. On the streets the high winds 
that prevailed there frequently mortified her by 
turning her short skirts over her head. But she per- 
severed in their use generally until hoops came into 
vogue and she found them more comfortable — "light 
and pleasant to wear and doing away with the 
necessity of heavy underskirts, which was her greatest 
objection to long dresses; " so she gradually left off 
the short dress. She also found, she says, that she 



half way between the knees and ankles. Underneath 
this skirt trousers made moderately full, in fair, mild 
weather coming down to the ankles (not instep) and 
there gathered in with an elastic band. The shoes 
or slippers to suii the occasion. l''or \\'inter or wet 
weather the tr(.iusrr>, also full, but coming down into 
a boot, w-liich should rise at least three or four inches 
about the ankle. This boot should be gracefully 
sloped at the upper edge and trimmed with fur or 
fancifully embroidered, according to the taste of the 
wearer. The material might be cloth, morocco, 
mooseskin, etc.. a:id made waterproof if desirable. '" 

Benjamin F. Beach, who taught school on Wash- 
ington street about iH_i3, recalls seeing Mrs. Stanton 
and .Mrs. Bloomer pass in the short costume. Mrs. 
Stanton then lived on the east side of Washington 
steeet in a house that has since been entirely remod- 
elled. He rememb'Ts .Mrs. Stanton as "somewhat 
short and thick-set' and Mrs. Bloomer "as .spare and 
a trifle taller." 




IRON MOULDEUS' UNION BANQL'ET. 



had greater influence in her work in the dress ordi- 
narily worn by women. And she also thought that 
the dress was drawing attention from subjects of 
greater importance. 

Mrs. Stanton continued to wear the dress for two 
or three years, when, according to Mrs. Bloomer, the 
pressure brought to bear upon her by her father 
[Judge Cady] and other friends was so great that she 
finally returned to long skirts. 

The impression given by Mrs. Bloomer's personaliity 
is best described by Mrs. Russell Sage: "Her manner 
was unpretentious, quiet and delicately feminine. 
Her costume showed total disregard for effect, and 
was mannish only to the extent of practicability." 

The description of Mrs. Bloomer's costume, given 
by herself, is as follows: ".\ skirt leaching nearly 



Mrs. Bloomer (maiden name Jenks) was born in 
Homer, Cortland Co.. X. Y., .May 27, 1818, and at 17 
years of age taught school near Clyde, N. ■\'. She 
then lived with her sister at Waterloo, X. '\'., and 
afterwards was governess in the family of Qren 
Chamberlain near that village. On .-Xpril 13, 1840, 
she married Dexter C. Bloomer, a practicing lawyer, 
politician and at the time one of the proprietors of 
the Seneca County Courier. She is described as then 
being "five feet, four inches tall and weighed about a 
hundred pounds." The next day they took up their 
residence at Seneca Falls. She very soon began 
writing for the press on current topics and was 
active in temperance work. In 1842 .Mr. and Mrs. 
Bloomer were baptized and confirmed in the Ivpisco- 
pal church by Bishop D"lancey. Both became 
prominent workers in that societv. 
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In Decpmber, 185^, tliey renuivecl to Ml. Vi'rnon, 
O., speeded hence i>y a public farewell (if inanv friends 



Tlier,' slic finally sold out "The 
they took up their residence at 
, where Mrs. Ulooiner died Dec. 30. 



at Union Hall. 
Lily." In 1S.55 
Council Bluffs, la 
1894. 

Postmasters; the locaticnis they severally 
selected for the office. — It was not until 1816 that a 
government postolTice was established at Seneca 
l'"alls, although it is probable that letters had been 
received prior to that time. The list of postmasters 
and dates of their appointment, obtained from Wash- 
ington by Mr. C. W. Combs (who also furnished for 
this work the record of the several locations of the 
postofifice herein described), is as follows: — 

.\bijah Mann, jr,. Mar. 15, 1816. 

Wilhelmus .Mynderse, Mar. 2, 1820. 

John .Morgan, Feb. 17, 1831. 

Isaac Fuller, July 26, 1841; second app. .Mar. 27, 
1861. 

Josiah T. Miller, May 16, 1845; second app. Mav 4, 

1853- 
Dexter C. Bloomer, April iq 

1849. 

Simeon Holton, April 15, 1869. 

.fohn B. Murray, Mar. 13, 1871- 

Stephen Weatherlow, Feb. 2, 
1880; re-appointad for second 
term Feb. ig, 1884. 

Henry Stowell, Nov. 28, 1885; 
second term June 17, 1895. 

jasper X. Hammond, Apr. 23, 
1888. 

Charles T. Andrews, Apr. 4, 
1892. 

Harry M. Glen, July i, 1898. 

The first authentic record we 
have of the location of the post- 
office was during the term of John 
.Morgan who located it in a one- 
story building that stood where 
the grocery store owned by S. L. 
Mcmroe now stands. Isaac Fuller, 
his successor, removed the cffice 
to a two-story brick building 
which occupied the site of the 
present Seneca House, and later 
to a brick building across the 
street now owned by R. Golder 
and occupied by -Mrs. E. M. Cox 
P'ralick, where it remained until 
the expiration of the ter.ii of his 
successor Josiah T. .Miller. Dexter 
C. Bloomer, who fpUowed .Miller, 
removed the office to a small 
frame building on Cayuga street 
just north of the present C. L. 
Haskins building. The next 
change in postmasters, the appointment of Josiah T. 
.Miller a second time, saw the olBce back where Mr. 
.Miller had placed it during his first term. .Again a 
change of postmasters, also a change of location. 
Isaac Fuller, appointed the second time, moved the 
office to the Sliipp building on the south side of l'"all 
street, now occupied by George & Co. Here it 
remained during two incumbencies — Fuller and 
Simeon Holton, when Gen. John H. Murray, receiving 
the appointment of postma.ster, moved the olfice to 
the Phoenix block, where it remained until i8qo when 
it was burned out in the great fire of that year, 
during the term of Jasper N. Hammond. Until new 
quarters could be prepared for it in the Van Cleef 
building which Mr. Hammond first selected for the 



postollice, his law ollice furnished temporary quarters. 
The next and last removal of the postolfice was to 
its present convenienl lii.ation, also selected during 
.Mr. Hanmiond's term. 

Jr. O. U. A. M. — General .Murray Council, Xo. 68, 
Junior Order of United .\merican .Mechanics of the 
state of Xcw York, incorporated, was organized 
.March 20, i8g6, with 42 charter members and the fol- 
lowing olTicers: Junior Past Councilor, Henry 
Urquhart; Councilor, Clarence E. Sutton; Vice 
Councilor, William W. Wicks; Recording Secretary. 
Howard C. Lewis; .\^^istant Recording Secretary, 
Joel F. Trf>utman; linancial Secretary, Edward 
Fobes; Treasurer, Lewis W. Johnson: Conductor, J. 
Frank Marsden; Warden, Charles J. Evans; Inside 
Sentinel, Warren .M. l.eland; Outside Sentinel, Jesse 
M. Smith; Trustees, George H. .Aniadon, George N. 
Peck and J. Deniing Boardman. The officers we;e 
installed by State Deputy Jenkins of Syracuse. The 
first place <if meeting was G. .'\. K- Hall, which was 
occupied until November, 1902, when the order 
moved to the Radder block where they have fitted up 
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A. M. 



Top Row (left to rightO-C. G. Evans, P. C; Robt. Mills, O. S.; George H 
Amsdon, P. C; Filtnore Harper, I. S.; Clarence I. Coons, P. C. Second Row 
(left to right)— Clarence E.Sutton, P. C, trustee; Edward O.Moore J P C- 
Fred G. Horison, F. S.; Fred B. Durling, Con.: Harry B. Soper, P C trustee- 
Fred Clark, P. C. Third Row (left to right)— A. C. Sackett, treas.; William w' 
Wicks, V. C; Charles Sabin, councillor; Claude Palmer, R. S • William F 
Moore, A. R. S. Lower Row— (left to right)— William It. Hibbard. warden- 
William H. Barton, P. C. 

club rooms. After having paid over $1200 in sick 
benefits and over S2000 in funeral benefits the order 
has a substantial balance in the trtasurv. 

The order now has 109 members, the following 
deaths having occurred: .-\ndrew C. Henion, Fred 
S. Brignall, Frank Bridi-nbecker, Nathaniel S. Bailey, 
C. Herbert Facer, Fred C. Hedges, Charles H. Palmer^ 
Norman C. Leslie and George Hibbard. 



- gweh-o- no- ga, the 



Cayuga Indian Names. 

Cayugas country — Gwe- U 
mucky land. 

Ithaca— .\e-o-dak-he-at, at the end of the lake, 

Cayuga lake— Gwe-u-gweh T (i.e. Te-car-na-o-di, 
a lake), meaning lake at the muckv land. 

.Aurora — De-a- wen-dote, constant dawn. 
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Canoga [and its site] — Ga-no-geh, oil floating on 
the water. 

Cayuga bridge — Was-gwas, long bridge. 

Montezuma — [also Savannah village]— Te-car-jik- 
ha-do, place of salt. 

Waterloo — Skoiyase, place of Whortleberries. 

Seneca River — S«a-geh G, (i. e. Ga-hun-da, a river, 
creek or stream), meaning flowing out. 

Clyde river — Ga-na-gweh G. (river), river at a 
village suddenly sprung up. 

Auburn — Dwas-co, floating bridge. 

Otter lake — Squa-yen-na T (lake), a great wavs. 

Muskrat creek — Squa-yen-na G (river), same. 

Owasco outlet — De-a-go-ga-ya G, place where men 
were killed. 

Owasco lake — Dwas-co T, lake at the floating 
bridge. 

North Sterling creek — Dats-ka-he G, hard talking 
stream, from a grinding noise. 

Sodus Bay creek — Te-ga-hone-sa-o-ta, a child in a 
baby frame. 

Union Springs — Ge-wa-go. (promontory) land 
pushing into water. 



:827; Jehiel H. Hal- 
County .ludge and 
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Top Row (left to right)— James Barton, O. M. Sergt.: E. E. Waldo, Senti- 
nel; M. L. Waldo, O. D.; K. S. Ganoung, Chap. Lower Row (left to right)— 
William Marion, S. V. Com.; George F. Stevenson, Com.; William Durnin, J. 
V. Ck)m.; P. W. Bailey. Adjt. 

Ontario lake — Frontenac, French; Cadarquai, 
Dutch; Oshwakee, Onondaga: Ohndeara, Seneca; 
Lac Ontario on des Iroqnois, French Jesuits: Lake of 
Kntouhonrous, Champlain. 

Sodus Bay — Ganantio, Cayugas. 

County Judges. — (Dates given are when elected; 
years of service are following years including vear in 
which successor was elected.) Cornelius Humphrey, 
1804; Benjamin Pelton elected in iSog; Oliver C. 
Comstock, 1812; John Knox, 181^; John McLean, jr., 
1818: Luther F. Stevens, 1823: Jesse Clark. 1833: 
James K. Richardson, 1847; John E. Seelev, 1851; 
Sterling G. Hadley, 1855; (ieorge Franklin, 1859; 
Josiah T. Miller, 1863; George Franklin. 1867; Gil- 
bert Wilco.yen, 1871: George Franklin, 1877; Peter 
H. VanAuken, 1883: Wm. C. Hazelton, 1889: John 
E. Richardson (present incumbent), 1895; re-elected 
igor. 



County Clerks. — (Dates given are when elected; 
years in service include following year and year in 
which successor was elected.) Silas Halsey, i8o4,'r5; 
.Alvah Gregory, 1813; Jehiel H. Halsey, 1819; John 
Maynard, 1821, '22. Ernest A. Dunlap, 1825; .Mather 
.Marvin, 1828; John H. Sabine, 1830; Seba .Murphy, 

; Wm. A. Strong, 1835; Halsey Sanford, 1838; 

Cyius D. Hanks, 1841, Daniel H. Bryant, 1844; 
Fbenezer IngoUs, 1847; Hugh Montgomery, 1850; 
Isaac Fuller, 1833; Charles W. Ingersoll, i8j6; Wni. 
U. Smith, 1859; jared Sanford, 1862; John B. .Mur- 
ray, 1863; Calvin Willers, 1868; Hugh Montgomery, 
1871; Samuel S. Gulick, 1874; Edward Nugent, 1877, 
'89: Peter D. Post, 1880; Chauncey L. Becker, 1883; 
.\bram Wilson, iSSfi; Hugh McGhan, 1892; Charles 
D. Becker, 1895; Patrick Savage, 1898, 1901. 

Surrogates. — Jared Sanford, 1804, 13; John 
.Sayre, 181 1; Wm. Thompson, 1815, '21; Luther F. 
Stevens, 1819; Samuel Birdsall, 
sey. 1837; John Morgan, 1843. 
Surrogate then were combined. 

The Hanging of George Chapman and Charles 
Johnson were the only occasions 
when capital punishment was 
inflicted in Seneca county.' Both 
took place at Waterloo. The 
hanging of "Indian John' for a 
murder committed in the present 
limits of this county [See sketch 
elsewhere] was over in Aurora. 
.AH of this territory was then 
Ciiyuga county. Chapman was 
hanged by Sheriff James Rorison 
on the river bank in Waterloo 
.May 28, 1829, for killing Daniel 
Wright. It was a fine spring 
day early in the morning that the 
Fayette Rifles, a local company, 
escorted the prisoner from the 
jail across the public square to 
what is now Locust street to the 
gallows erected near the river. 
He walked erect up the steps to 
the platform, although he was 
infirm. Aaron D. Lane was the 
minister who gave him spiritual 
comfort. Finally the sheriff 
handed Chapman a red bandanna 
handkerchief and when he 
dropped it his body shot down 
through the trap and he was 
soon dead. Thousands of people 
came to town in all sorts of 
vehicles, a procession from the 
adjacent country which was kept up all night. They 
thronged the banks of the river and the bridge, and 
the roofs and windows of nine stores on .Main street 
were black with people. A big locust tree standing 
near the gallows was black with people in its 
branches. 

Johnson in more recent years was hanged Nov. 15, 
1S88, in the jail at Waterloo for killing the keeper's 
assistant, John Walters, in that place, while he and 
other prisoners were trying to escape by rushing by 
him. 

State Senators from Seneca Co. — (Years of 
service) Silas Halsey,Lodi,i8og; John Kno.v, Waterloo, 
i8i7-'2o; Jesse Clark, Waterloo, i823-'5; Jehiel H. 
Halsey, Lodi, i832-'j; John .Maynard, Seneca Falls, 
i838-'4o; Henry B. Stanton, Seneca Falls, 1850-'! ; 
Truman Boardman, Ccvert, i8j8-'9; Wm. Johnson, 
Seneca Falls, 1872-5; David H. Evans, Tyre, i882-'8; 
William L. Sweet, Waterloo, i888-'9. 
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Gross Corps, No. lo, W. R. C. — Prominent 
,inu)ng the foreniost ranks of the State Oepartment, 
Wonians Relief Corps, stands Cross Corps No. lo, of 
Seneca Tails. In June, 1883, Mrs. Charles Randolph 
caused to be put in the county papers a call for the 
assembling of soldiers' wives and daughters which 
resulted in the organization of Cross Corps No. 10, 
auxiliary of Cross Post \o. 78. We received our 
charter and worked under National orders until the 
State Department was formed in 1884. The charter 
members of Corps No. 10 wi*re: Imogene I.. Ciuion, 
Virginia N. Havens, Jennie P. Shepard. Kmma 
Ruthraull, Ruth Perry, Nellie Sherman, Jennie Tim- 
merinan, ICIizabeth .\dams, Celia 15. Randolph, 
Libbie 'I'. Demorest, Susan li. Tr;ivor, Jennie C. 
McDuffe, Hannah K. Waldo, Vashti E. Smith, Frecl- 
rica Rrown, Cornelia I'egley and Helen Girioux. 

Both Post and Corps were named in honor of 
William Cross and his live sons, all of whom served 
in the civil war. The ladies who have held the oHice 
of president of Corps No. 10, since its formation are 
as follows: Imogene L. Guion, 
1883-88; Libbie Demorest Kck 
i88g; Imogene I.. Guion, 1890^ 
'91; Jennie G. Scott, 1892, '93: 
Jennie P. Shepard, i894-,98: 
ICmnia Ruthroff, 1899; Hannah 
Stevenson, 1900-03. This Corps 
has been honored every year with 
high positions among the state 
officers, Mrs. Jennie P. Shepard 
having served 15 years in the 
various positions of state treas- 
urer, state secretary, state presi- 
dent and other minor offices; 
Mrs. Imogene L. Guion, state 
senior vice president, junior vice 
president, department chaplain 
and various minor offices; -Mrs. 
Ulissa P. .McDonald as state 
secretary during the year of 1902; 
and many other members as 
national and department aids. 
The Corps .mmbers about 62 
members. Its officers are: Presi- 
dent, Hannah Stevenson; S. \'. 
President, Mary E. Springsted; J. 
V. President, Phene Morehouse; 
Secretary. Jennie B. Rhodes; 
Treasurer, Imogene L. Guion; 
Chaplain, Jane Coons; Con- 
ductor, Elizabeth Johnson; 
Guard, Harriet Humphrey; .\sst. 
Con., Krancis Easton; Asst. 
Guard, .\nnie Royston; Color Bearers, Sainantha 
Relfe, Rose Lotherington, Helen Race and .Maria 
Phalen; .Musician, .Mice Johnson; Press Correspond- 
ent, Mary E. Springsted; Patriotic Instructor, Julia 
Newland (under whose administration the Hags have 
been placed in our public schools and the Hag salute 
adopted in some of the school rooms). .Another 
feature of our work is the placing of Independence 
charts in the various schools of the village. Through 
the aid and efforts i>f Cfjrps. No. 10, hve aged and 
dependent wives or mothers of veterans have been 
provided with homes in their old age and a demented 
daughter of a soldier has been placed in the State 
Home for the Feeble Minded. 

Skoiyase was the name of the indian village 
which stood upon the site of Waterloo. The Eng- 
lish and Dutch terms were respectively Skaigee, long 



falls, and Shaiyus, large falls. Other orthography 
used arc Schoyerre, Scawyace, Scauwaga, Schuyers 
and Skawayes. Skoiyase. place of wliortleberries, 
was the most generally accepted name 1 pronounced 
Skoies.) It was the great fishing market t.>wn of 
the Cayugas, a cluster of wigwanis partly concealed 
in a large tract of berry bushes, with clearings here 
and there where corn and vegetables werr- raised, and 
on the north orchards of apples and peaches. 

During the fishing seasons Indians from neighbor- 
ing tribes built their fires on the flats south of the 
river. Councils of the several tribes were frequently 
held here, where under a group of trees, which were 
standing when the settlers first came, the Senecas 
and Cayugas took council for defense against Cham- 
plain who attacked them in i6ij. Traces of fish 
ponds made in the sand beds of the ri%er channel 
and the soft mucky shores, by Indians, were seen as 
late as 1815, and remains of eel weirs used by the 
Indians were found later. The great numbers of 
various kinds of fish that were caught here, includeil 
salmon, catfish, bass and eel. Salt from the springs 
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WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, CROSS CORPS, NO. V: 
Top Row (left to right)— Maria Phalon, Color Bearer: Roselleu Lothering- 
ton, Color Bearer; Minnie Royston, Guard; Helen Gould Race. Color Bearer; 
Samantha Kelfe, Color Bearer. Middle Row— .Tane Coons. Chap : .leui.ie P. 
Shepard, P. Dept. Pres.; Hannah Stevenson, Pres.: Mary Sprinsfsred, Sen. 
Vice-Pres.; Phenu Moorhouse, Jr. VIce-Pres. Lowvr Row— .Iennl>i Timmer- 
man. Con.; Alice .lohnson. Pianist. 

near the foot of Cayuga lake was used for curing, 
the fish then being strung on poles and hung in the 
sun, after which they were ready for transportation 
with the families returning home. 

District Attorneys — I Years of service! Lemuel 
W. Ruggles, i8i8-'2i: Je^se Clark, it-22-'^(i; John 
Maynard, 1837; Elisha I'oote, Jr., IS3^-'43; Joseph 
Herron, i844-'(i; Samuel Birdsall,i847; David Herron, 
i848-'50, 34-'fi: Wm. H. Burton, 1S30 (not in office); 
Josiah T. Miller, i83i-'3, 'bo-':; James K. Richardson, 
i857-'9; Addison T. Knox, 1839 (not in office); Wm. 
C. Hazelton, i8f)3-"5, '81-3; Fred L. Manning, 
i866-'7i; Patrick J. Rogers, i872-'4, '78-80; Wm. 'V. 
Bruyn, i875-'7; Corydon Rood, iS84-'6; Francis C. 
.Allen, i887-'9, '93-'5; Geo. W. Pontius, iSgo-'i; 
Charles C. Johnson, i896-'8; Daniel Moran, 1899- 
igoi; Wm. H. Hurley, i902-"4. 
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W. C. T. U. — When llie wiirk of nrg:mi/in<j the 
Woman's Christian 'I'cnipprana' I'ninn ivachcil 
Seneca I''alls there was a rea<K' response. .\l a 
meeting held in the Presbyterian chiireh .Mrs. Crinii, 
the pastor's wife, presided. The association wjis 
represented at the state convention iirst at Syraruse, 
and later at the national convention held in Cleve- 
land. Committees appointed for that purpose visited 
the saloons where Ihey praved and entreated saloon 
men to stop the sale of into.xicants. .\t one place 
the propriet<»r met them with these wt)rds: "Perhaps 
vou think n\e the worst man on earth. 1 sold my 
farm and liought this hotel intending to k'eep a 
temperance hotel. The public demanded drinks. 
To make it pav 1 yielded." .\nd, said he patheti- 
cally, "If I could recall the past and be placed back 
on the farm, I would be willing to be skinned from 
my head to my heels rather than engage in it. " 

.\t one time we had over a hundred indictments 
against the saloons. IClection day an all-day prayer 
meeting was held. Through the influence of a prom- 
inent busine.ss man who, acted out f>f sympathy for 
"th'.;se women" including his wife and daughters, tfie 



planted a tree at the home of one of our members 
and nami'd it ".Merade," after our presid<'ut who was 
then sick at the hospital in Rochester. We observe 
.lurie q, .lennie Cassidy's birtiidav, th' Tiational day 
for decorating white ribboners' gra\'es of wluim there 
are eleven in the cemetery. Our superintendent of 
(lower and relief work has been an invalid for over 
sixteen vears. Through the "Shut In Society, " she 
corresponded with .leimic Cassidy and afterwards 
sent her a beautiful silk quilt which she had pieced 
and embroidered. lennie Cassidy laid aside her 
scruples for only while and accejited the gift, .\fter 
her death it w.as sent to the hospital. Mary Lowe 
Oickerson, the authoress, who was deeply touclied at 
this incident which she reported in the "Silver Cross," 
said she would love to lie under the quilt under 
which Jennie Cassidy lay when dying. Her 
wish was gratified sf)oner than she expectrd, lor she 
was taken sick at Louisville where she was to 
lecture, and at the hospital lay three weeks sick 
under this precious memorial. 

We vearlv send comfort liagsand literature to boys 
in the army and navy and supplies to the temperance 
hospital at Chicago. 




I'l-uden, Phdto. WOMAN'S (HRISTtAN TEMPKHAXCE UNION. 

Top Row (lelt to right)— Sfrs. Etta VauDyke, Mrs. Olmsteu'l, White Ribbon Snpt., .Ntr.s. Timmurnian, 
Evangelistic; Mrs. Parmelee, Press Supt.; Mrs. .lane Coons, Supt. Parlor Meeting:; .Mrs. Norton, Iat.eratui-e, 
TiOwer Row (left to right)— Mrs. Hattie Enos; Mrs. Rlaiii, Snpt. Non-Alcoliolie; Mrs. Mcraele, Pros.; Mrs. 
Cooper, Secy.; .Nfrs. Scott, Supt. Cnrfew. 



town went dry. M<ire svsteni;itic plans were then 
formulated to carr\" on the <'ontest against thepower-^ 
of darkness and death. Rooms were furnished and 
a public library begun, forming an incentive for i 
tfiwn library which is now established. The fire of 
i8i)0, which destroyed so much propertv in I'all 
street. l)roke out in a saloon just abo\e our rooms. 
We lost our furniture, but nothing daunted we 
began over again. W<- had P A. Burdick here to 
lecture for two weeks on temperance and our bill was 
ninety dollars. He was followed bv other lecturers. 
We are engaged in nine branches of work out of the 
thirty-eight. Our work for the .\nchorage at IClmira, 
the home for friendless and fallen uomanb-Kid, is in 
connection with our <-ounty work. We are to help 
build an<l furnish ;i room to be named Seneca, and 
any one we may |if necessarv) choose to send from 
Seneca county will be cared for. 

.\t the fair grounds at Waterloo last vear we dis- 
tributed over 3,(KX) pages of temperance literature 
with known grand results. On .\rbor Dav wi- 



We canvassed the town, got over seventeiii hun- 
dred names to oiu- petition and secured the curfew 
law. 

Our present ollicers are Mrs. i:. Meracle president, 
-Mrs. Blaine vice president. .Mrs. Cooper recording 
secretary, .Mrs. I'aios corresponding secret.irv and 
Mrs. Donna l-'reeland treasurer; the- superintendents 
are Mrs. Lannie Hudson-Parnielee press work, Mrs. 
Olnistrad white ribbon, .Mrs. \andyke non-alcohol 
medication, .Mrs. Norton literature, Mrs. Boucher 
Mower and relii'f work, Mrs. Wm. Scott curfew, Mrs. 
Nellie Smith Sundav school, .Mrs. Coons parlor meet- 
ing and Mrs. Tinmierman evangelistic. 

Assemblymen (Sir njinies in ;dphal,2tical orik'r; 
\'ears in service.] — .\rmstroiig, Thoinas, iS^o. 

Bostwick, Daniel W. i^J'i; Blain, Samuel iKjo; 
Bockhoven, Peter i><34: ll.irnum, Caleb if<3.5; Bige- 
low, .lohn 1.. 1857: ISa'-iom. .\nsel |S|;; Bolter, .\lfred 
1830. 
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Comstook, Oliver C. 1810, 12: Cor, John 0. 
i834-'3: Chamberliii, Jacob 1'. i.S^q; Cliilds, A. L. 
1877; Clark, VVni. li, 1885; Croshv, Dr. .1. I", plertecl 
1903 for 1904. 

Dox. .Myndcrt M. 1818; Dickson, .lames 1822; De 
.\Iott, James 1825; De .Motl, .lohn 1833; Dodge, 
Reuben D. i832-'3; l")aniels, Cieo. B. iS(,y. Dunham, 
W. H. i88c), 'gi. " 

Fvans, .Septimus 1829-' ^o; livans, David H. 
1 879- 'So. 

Cireen, .Vrclier 1817; Cilover, Andrew 1828; Glen, 
Harry M. l8q4-'3, 'qy; Gould, Moses C. i8qq. 

Humpl\rey, Cornelius i8o6-'7; Halsey, -N'ichol i8i6: 
Herdricks, lienjamin 1826; Holman," Daniel 1841: 
Hadley, Sterling C!. 1853; Hall, .lolm C. i860: Hazle- 
ton, \Vm. C. 1874; Hogan, Wm. 1875. 

Johnson, Wm. 1861; .Johnson, \V. T. 1864; lones. 
Geo. \V. 1884. 

Kelley, Wm. C. 1842; Kennedy, John 1848; Kendig, 
Daniel S. 1833; Kinne, Wm. H. i8q2; 'qO- Kaiser, 
.lohn iqoi. 

I.arzelere, Jacob L. i8i6-'r7; Lefler, David D. 1S68; 
Lott, Peter 1872; Leverioh, Stephen D. 1886: I.ar- 
zelere. Israel Y. 1900. 

.McCall, James 1809, i8i3-'i4; 
.Maynard, John 1822; Markell, 
Jacob G. 1849; McLean, James 
1863: Martin, James .M. 1888; 
Moran, D. W. i902-'3: Miller, 
Josiah '['. r86y. 

Owen, Benson 1857. 

Post, Lewis 1866,76; Patterson, 
Albert .M. 18S2. 

Rose. Robert S. 181 1, '20' i; 
Rhoad, Daniel, 1825, '27; Rogers, 
P. J. 1S83. 

Saver, John 1805, '08, '31: Sut- 
ton, John 1818; Seely, Jonas [823- 
'4; Scott, Daniel i826-'27, '29; 
Simpson, Henry 1836; Sutton, 
Helim 1844; Stevenson, Robert 
L. 1845; Southwick, Orrin 18^1; 
Steele, Robert R. 1852, '70: -Srott, 
David I). 1834; Sweet, Wm. I.. 
1887; Stevens, John H. i8qo. 

Thompson, William iS:6-'i9, 
'21; rubbs,John G. 1836; Thomas, 
James B. 18^6; Ten ICvck. San- 
ford R. 1871". 

\'an \"leet, Peter J. i8(>2-'8: \'an 
Demark. Wm. W. 1873; \'an De 
Mark, Henrv 1893; \'nn Rensse- 
laer, Wm. \': 1898.' 

Woodcock, David [813: Wells, .\n.'inias i8i(j. 23; 
Woodwortli, I'.rastus 1824, 2S, '32; Woodruff, lienj. 
1K31: Wakeman, Xatlian 1838; Welles, Gardner 183Q; 
Wilkinson, Orange W. 1840; West, .Mathew 1843: 
Woodworth, .Vlanson 184(1; Woodworth, .\ugustus 
1838: Welle-, Samuel R. 1867, ■8[; WiUers jr., Died- 
rich i.~<78. 

Liberal toward reform mo\'ements was Seneca 
I'alls in its earl\' histnrv and it became widel\- known 
throughout the United .States as the home of the great 
liberal tliinkers — Lucretia .\loit, the Ouakeress 
preacher, I'.lizabeth Cady Stanton, \melia Jenks 
Bloomer, .Ansell Bascmn and I'rancis Tellman. Its 
liberalitv in all reform movements had become widely 
known. Hence the conventions that were frequfiuly 
held here. "Women's Clubs" lirst became the most 
active at this place between 1831 and ;,},. The 
ladies above mentioned getting their ideas Irom the 
life of Margaret F'uUer Ossoli who had conducted 
women's clubs in Boston, verv largely carried out the 



plan of club work in Sen(-ca I'alls as it was then 
done in Bo--,ton. Woman's clubs — but of a literary 
and musical character have since llouiished in 
Seneca Falls. 

Seneca Grange, .\'o. .(4, P. of H., was organized 
Dec. 23, 1S73, at the home of the late Lyman I'". Crow- 
ell, with the late Wm. G.Wayne the 1st niaster and the 
following charter members; .Mr. and Mrs. .\I. E. liurt- 
less, -Mr. and Mrs. I,. F. Crowell, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Savage, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Savage, Mr. and .Mrs. 
Chas. Seekell, Mr. and .Mrs. David King, Mr. and Mrs. 
X. H. .Me*calf, Misses F'lizabeth WavJie. Julia Wavne, 
Georgie Crowell and .Messrs. Harvey Benham, Henry 
Bull, S. 'T. Beach, Wm. H. Wayne and C. A. Benham. 
The Grange now has 82 members. The following 
are the officers; Master, Wm. T. Beach; Overseer, 
Remington Hill; Lecturer, L. Foster CrowelL Chap- 
lain, .Mrs. >iisanna King; Treasurer, Joel Fuller; 
.Secretary, .Mrs. U. L. Seekell; Steward, .Mrs. Thomas 
-Morgan; A. Steward, D, G. Stevenson; L. .V. Steward, 
Mrs. L. Bentley; Gate Keeper, .Mrs. Joel F'uUer; 




SENECA GK.\XGE, No. 44, P. of H. 

Poiuona, Mrs. J. W. King; T'lor;i, Mrs. J. .\. King; 
Ceres, .Mrs. I^t-mington Hill; T'..\ec-utive Com., Wm. .'T 
Beach, \. ti. Seekell anfl I. ^'. I.arzelere. 

Genealogy of .Seneca county, and town and vil 
lage of Scii-ca F'ads. ["S e 'Towns, their erection.] 

.\'ov. 1, !'"S3, New York provirce erecied into the 
counties lif .\lbany, Dutchess, Kings, .Xew York, 
Orange, Ouet-iis, Richmond, Sullolk, lister and West- 
chester. 

.March 2:. [772, 'Tryoii county was erected from 
.\lbany county. (April 2, 1784, changed to Mont- 
gomery ci'unty.l 

.March .--. 1773, Kingsland district nas erected from 
Trvon countv. 

.March 7, 1788, Whitestmvn erected from Kingsland, 
including all of the state west of Utit a. 

Tel). 10. 1791, Herkimer county erected from Mont- 
gomery (lorEuerly Tryon] countv. 

.Mar<li 3. 1794, Onondag.-i erected from Herkuner. 

.March .^, 1799, Cayuga Irom Onondaga. 

.March 2.|. [804, Seneca from Cavuga with the fol- 
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lowing named towns: Junius, Knyette, Romulus, 
Ovid, Hector and Ulysses. 

July 12, 1782, military tract laid out, includin}; 
military town of Junius, No. 11. 

Feb. 12, 1803, the county township of Junius 
erected from the military town of Junius. 

March 26, 1829, Seneca Falls erected from the town 
of Junius. 

.\pril 22, 1831, Seneca Falls village incorporated. 

Powhatan Lodge No. 310, I. O. O. V. — Installa- 
tion of Odd Fellowship in Seneca I'"alls was first 
attempted over half a century ago. In 1845 Hyper- 
ion lodge, Xo. 180, was brought into existence with 
the following officers: W. M. Grand, William Lang- 
worth; \'ice Grand, Horace C. Silsby; Secretary. 
.Abee Bowen; \V., B.Owens; C, M. L. Bellows; O. G., 
C. Hibbard: I. G., Thomas Carr; R. S. \". G, Isaac 
Fuller; I.. S. X. G.,William Arnett: R. S. V. G., H. H. 
Heath; L. S. \'- G., J. W. Whalen: R. S. S,. E. G. Tyler; 
all of whom, with the exception of H. C. Silsby, 
have long since "joined that innumerable caravan 



.M. Fox; k. S. X. G., B. S. Nichols; L. S. .X. G., Chas. 
X. Van Cleef; R. S. \'. G., Ira 1.. Xichols: I.. S. V. G.. 
.-\saTinimerman: R. S. S., l.saac B. Race: I.. S. S, C. J. 
\Villiam; Secretary. Robert Sickle. The first by-law- 
were drawn up bv the following committee appointee! 
for till- purpose: Charles W. \'an Cleef. Lyman T. 
.Moore and Lewis \V. Lull. The lodge like all others 
has had its seasons of prosperity and adversity, bui 
through it all it has maintained its standing and 
during the ^r vears of its existence has exerted an 
influence for good in the community, and as an 
evidence of this it may be stated that it has been 
instrumental in instituting seven lodge-. These are: 
Willard Lodge .X.i. 311, of Ovid, 1873; l.odi l.odgr- 
N.i. 453, of Towsendville, i.Syl); Seneca Lodge Xc 
694, of Farmer, 1^94; Delphian Lodge Xo. 751, of 
Waterloo, i8g6; Junius Lodge Xo. 787. of Junius. 
1897; Banner Lodge .Xo.iS4i, of Townsendville, iqo2. 
Its first home was in the Hoskins block where it 
remained but a short time when it was moved to t^i 
Miller buildin 



the L. C. B. A., 
it was again 




Pruden, Photo. POWHATAN LODGE, No 310, I. O. O. F. 

Top Kow (left to right)— Charles Baldwin. William Hiitf, George Rice, 

, Chas. W. Combs, William Berrj', ThomaH Grocutt. Second 

Row— Asa Timmerman, Joseph Babcook, Claud Sanderson. Wm. Russell, 
John Monarchy. Lower Row— George W. Drew, Andrew Bayne, Frank 
Bauer. 

and moved to that mysterious realm where each has 
taken his chamber in the silent halls of death. 
This lodge was disbanded in 1850 and from then 
until 1872 there was no lodge of the order in Seneca 
Falls. On March 7th of that year Powhatan lodge, 
Xo. 310, was instituted under a dispensation from 
the (Irand Lodge by D. I). G. M., C. A. Runyah, of 
Canandaigua lodge Xti. 326 assisted bv members of 
Clifton Springs lodge Xo. 286 and Old Castle lodge 
Xo. 299 of Geneva. The charter was not granted 
however until the 22d of the following .\ugust, after 
the annual meeting of the State Grand Lodge. The 
charter members of the Powhatan lodge were: Lewis 
W. Lull, Lyman T. Moore, Maurice F. O'Connor, Chas. 
H. .Moore, Chas. F. Brady and Robert Sickle. Tlie first 
officers were: Xoble (irand, Thomas J. Crosby; Vice 
Grand, Charles' F. Brady; Secretary, .Maurice V. 
O'Connor; Treasurer, Lewis W. Lull; W., L. T. 
-Moore; C, C. H. Moore; O. G., Loran Demonce; I. G., 



over Waller store now occupied b> 
where it remained mitil 1882, when 
moved to its present commodiou^ 
and pleasant quarters in the Cham- 
berlain block in Fall street, where it 
meets every J'riday evening, it- 
latchstring being always out to 
members of the order who are given 
a heartv welcome. 

The present officers are: Noble 
Cirand, Claude C. Sanderson; \'ic>- 
Grand, William H. Russell; Record- 
ing Secretary, William W. Eding- 
ton; Financial Secretary. John Mon- 
archy; Treasurer, Geo. \V. Drew: 
R. S. X. G., William M. Huff: L. S. 
X. G., William H. Powers: R. S. \'. 
G., Frank Berry; L. S. V. Ci, Charles 
W. Combs; Warden, .A.rchibalci 
Woodward: Conductor. .Andrew 
Bavne; R. S. S., Thomas H. 
Groucutt; L. S. S., George K. Rice; 
Chaplain, Asa Timmerman: S. I'. 
G., .-\lbertus X. ^laxson: 1. G.. 
Charles H. Stearns; O. C... Jacob H. 
Cigler; Trustees, Frank Bauer, l)c 
.\rcy Burritt and Frederick G. 
■Wiung. 

"Indian John"Tragedy.- ( hi 

Dec. 12, 1803, on the west bank of 

Black brook, in the present town of 

Tyre, near where Traver's saw mill 

was afterwards built, (on the trail 

from Bridgeport to the Bhx'k House 

which stood near Clyde 1 occurred 

the murder of Ezekial Crane by a Cayuga Indian 

character of those times which was probablv the last 

"brush" the white settlers had with the red man in 

this locality. Crane owned a farm and a distillerv. 

both of which he carried on. 

Indian John and a white man named George 
Phadoc built a cabin of logs covered with bark and 
entered into an arrangement to divide the season'- 
hunt, consisting at that time of deer and small game. 
.\fter a while the Indian became moody and sullen 
and complained of the aggressions of the whites. 
He grew suspicious of Phadic who he charged with 
bewitching his gun. 

On the morning of the date above given Phadoc 
went to the cabin to bring in a deer which he had 
killed and dressed the day before. On reaching the 
door which was closed he was startled by the report 
of a gun from the inside of the hut. Ihe door was 
made ol a frame of light sticks covered with bark, 
through which a shot would easily pass. The ball, 
in fact passed through Phadoc's hunting frock. 
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dreatly alarmed at thi> sucldpnnp^■i of tlio attack and 
Ills nnrrinv escape, I'liadcic turned and lied seekin-; 
safety at tlie nearest house, that of Asa Smith, whos-- 
.son jason is authority fur the details heie giwn 
Mr, Smith, ,i soldier of the rinolutinn, was that dav 
threshing out wheat at .\sher Halsey's locr barn, h[> 
wife with six children, at home. Phadoc was apprr'- 
hensive lest the Indian should follow him and so h<- 
and the family kept indoors during the remainder "f 
the day — until more tragic events brought others 
there. 

Later in tlie day Ezra Degarmo arrived in h.-t 
haste direct from Indian .lohn's cabin where he had 
left his companion Ezekial Crane lying in front r.f 
the door wounded. Th» two men had called to pro- 
cure some venison and had received the same sum- 
mary and deadly reception. Degarmo left the house 
to procure assistance and soon after Crane dragged 
himself in faint and bleeding. ■rhesh(}t of the Indian 
had entered his right side and lodged in his shoulder 
higher up. The news that quickly spread through 
the settlements represented the whole Cavuga tribe 
as having begun a massacre of the whites, and there 



wav. It was not desired to shoot him down and so 
••tratpgv was resorted to. Three friendly Indiaii> 
gaining his cabin under pretence of friendship and 
alliance with him, secured his weapons and giving a 
signal brought in the whole posse who soon had the 
Indian securely bound. 

The old fellow was brought a prisoner to Smith's 
house led with a thong by Robert Gould and guarded 
bv the rest of the party. There he raved and 
"gnashed his teeth " declaring that it was his pur- 
pose to e.\terminate all pale laces. 

That night or early the next day the Indian was 
placed in the basement of the toll house at Cayuga 
bridge which occupied the east abutment of the 
bridge and was then kept by a Mr. Buckley. But as 
the weather became cold the Indian was removed to 
the log jail at Canandaigua. In July, 1804, he was 
taken to .A.urora where he was convicted of murder, a 
judge from the eastern part of the state presiding, 
and there executed tfie following month — .August. 
He is said to have sold his body to Dr. Delano for a 
gallon of whisky and that it was dissected. The 
Indian went to the scaffold with indifference. .After 
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was an immediate preparation by all who had 
weapons to repel the savages. 

The village of Seneca Falls, then a mere hamlet 
was in great excitement. Col. Mynderse at once 
began moulding bullets while his messenger went 
the rounds calling out all who had arms. Benjamin 
Winans, among the first to reach Smith's hous-e 
"down in the woods", left the cobbler's bench iin 
such a hurry that he carried liis knife in his hand. 
This was used to rip open Crane's garments in order 
to dress his wound. That night a large gathering 
of men having arrived Crane was taken to his home 
on an ox sled where five days later he expired. 

After a council of war in which leaders were 
chosen, the march to Indian John's cabin was taken 
through the dark woods, the way lighted by torches. 
The old warrior was found standmg in the door 



being pronounced dead, Jason Smith writes, the 
doctors applied a galvanic battery to the bodv which 
showed signs of life. So to make sure, according to 
the same authority, they severed the head which "a 
young student from Galen' lifted from the ground 
by the top-knot (scalp-lock) and "made towards the 
crowd. The under jaw fell," the same account 
says, "and gave a ghastly appearance to the whole 
face, while the student slapping the chin with his 
hand made the teeth so to chatter as to cause the 
ladies to scream and the people to beat a hasty 
retreat." It is also stated that according to tradition 
Indian John during the revolution assisted in 
torturing prisoners of the Cayuga Indians "on 
Frontenac the lone island of Cayuga lake, whose 
bones were still visible when this country was first 
settled." 
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Old Ceme<ery just nIT (if Ovid s'.rccl was used 
ns :i liiirial place frotii ahtiul iSjo irnlil 1N4S, wlirii 
the comcleiv on llasl IViyard --irc:'! w.i- (i|M'iii'd. 
Many of tlic iiis(ri|itiinis on llu' lunilistnncs in tlii' 
old cenu'tPiy arc hard Id decipher lull the fiiMoAin-,' 
is a list of names with year of di'ath and a>;e in 
vears oulv, of those who are Ijuried there: 



MaMufla, wife of William 
D. Johnson; died 1834; 
age 33 year-". 

.laue B, w€ Tliomas Hei- 
b' rt; 1811; ajirc not de- 
cipherable. 

Ph'iebe, wf .labey. LhidE- 
ley; 1836; 33. 

Corni'lia Perr.v. liau D H & 
M JCady; 1848; 13. 

Frances Starkweather, wf 
Dani- 1 D; 1841; 67. 

Emi'y, wf J C Chapman, 
1836; 26. 

Jahez CHrter; 1845: 88. 

Delia, wf Thomas Uellows; 
1844* 89. 

D iniel Brook*; 1827; 25. 

Frances L. daii B G John- 
son; 1840; infant. 

Nancy T, wf Levi Clark; 
1833; 33. 

Stephen Wakelee; 1841; 45. 

James Bennett; 1827; 68. 

Sarah Bennett: 1839; 55. 

Jerusha Jane DunnlDir; 
1833; 6. 

Nicholas H Pcekham: 1834; 
35. 

Nancy Sherman, wf Jolm 
(u ndeoipherHble); 1836; 33 

Richard W. Roberts, sou 
of Hezpkiah; 1839; 16. 

Sarah Crouch, dau Samncl 
and Elizabeth; 1841; 53. 

Daniel Starkweather; 1839; 
63. 

Asa Starkweather; 1843; 33. 

Emellne.wf Josiah HDun- 
ning; 1824; 35. 

Catherine, wf Arnold 
Mor} ; 1843; 39. 

Eliza, wf Daniel Kelly; 
1841; 35. 

Mary Klntcsley; 1833; 27 

Barbary Kinirsley: 1833; 39. 

Barney Kirb-y; 1833; 39. 

Steklania, wf Benjamin 
Hudson: 1839; 22. 

Burr Blacker; 1831; 33. 

Daniel Marohare; 1834: 19. 

Mary Jane, wf John Hud- 
son; 1839; 23. 

.John W. West; 1838; 3'. 

Joseph FailinR-; 1834; 52. 

Martha, wf Joseph Falilne; 
1833: 47. 

Jermina. wf Joseph Brew- 
er; 1831; 53. 

John Weat; 1846; 84. 

Mary, wf Wm. Wood; 1843; 
75. 

Betsey B, wf David Dur- 
rand; 1834: 45. 

Lizett Shaw; 1833; 3. 



Lucv Shaw; 1833; infant. 

My ude r ^e Sackett ; 1820; 1 y r 

Henry Ingalls: 1820; 37. 

Elizabeth H am I lton:1843; 67. 

Margaret Laiufs; 1849; 32. 

Mary ijiiifrs: 1847; 8. 

Chas Compson; 1835; 311. 

Edward nomuson; 1836: <vt. 

Walter Garlick; 1835; 1. 

Wm. .McCov: 1S28: infant. 

Sylvest<>rMcC iy;1825; inft 

Eliphalet Garlick: 1834; 46. 

Sarah Barnnni: 1841; Til. 

S M Pavne; 1837: infant. 

Rcuhen Payne; 1830; 2. 

Samuel Pavne; 18:19: 1. 

Mary W Potter; 18;)9; 10. 

Marv C Potter: 1837; 31. 

Emilv Potter; 1837; 3. 

Lvdia Potter; 1829: inf»nt. 

Harriet Potter; 1833; 31 . 

Matilda. Potter; 1837: 13. 

ChasTh'irston: 1834: 1 

Henrv B"meut; 1836: 11. 

DenisouBemf nt; 1835; iu'ft 

Charity I-um: 1839; 65. 

T/ouisa Viple; 1833; 25. 

Lewis Metcftlf; 1838; (age 
uot decipherable.) 

Elmina .Sage; 1839: 28. 

Jano Hobinseu: 1839: 81. 

Budget Lavev; 1848: &i. ■ 

Albert Coleman; 1833; 6. 

Matilda Coleman: 1832: 3. 

John Hartnn»t: 1837: 30 

Nathaniel Wells; 1833; in- 
fant. 

Char1<sF"iler; 1833; 1. 

Hanmh WoMaey; 1837; 2.5. 

Isaac Baker: 18.%; 16. 

Col. L°mbert VanAlstyne; 
1847: 76 

Elizabeth VauAlstyne, wf 
Lambert; 184-?; 68 

Almira f"nngdon; 1837; 21. 

John B Whe-l-r: 1841; 67. 

Jerusha. wfJolin B Wheel- 
er; 1837; 6". 

B-tsey, wf Kev S Matti- 
son; 184"; 35. 

Simeons Elliott: 1838: 17. 

Ezekiel Beebe; 1844; 90. 

Airn<-s. wf Ezekiel Beebe; 
1844* 84 

Alhert KUn»; 1813: 1. 

Cha«. Wheeler: 1847; 1. 

Fannv Shoemaker: 1846;34. 

Mary C^nkliu; 1846; 58. 

Azariah Grant; 1835; 27. 

Marcus Jones; 1840; 5. 

Sarah Lum; 1833; Infant. 

Sylvester Savage; 1836; 38. 

HannahKellev;1833; Infant 

Mary Chittenton; 1843; 35. 



Early Preaching in Junius and vicinltv.- 
'I'he first Baptist church society in Seneca county was 
organized at Romulus in 1795; the Baptist church at 
Covert in 1803. 

A Presbyterian church was organized in Romulus 
village in 1802: another of the same denomination 
at Ovid in 1803. 

The Reformed church at I.odi was organized in 
iSooandthe German Reformed church at Beary- 
town in 1804. 

In 1815 Hozial Baker, a Methodist e.xhorter, 
preached in private residences. 

One of the sermons preached bv Charles Stewart 
during that year, in the bar room c'>f Pontius Hooper's 
tavern at Kingdom, is described as being midst the 
following surroundings. .Men were seated about the 
room, occasionally going to the bar for a drink, and 
Hooper, who waited on his customers, although it 



uas .Sunda\". ^]i(l a "l.'mfl nirjce business." .\ pariv 
of threi'. whit had l»<-en liuntin^. came in durinj^ the 
s^rnuni. ^lacked their arin^ in one corner of the room, 
drank' at the bar and then sealed themselves anion;^' 
Stewart's aLiditor>. ennsisting of twenty Scotch Tres. 
hvterians. 

Shipley Wells whose son, Henrv, was the founder 
of Wells Seminary at .\urora, prcache;! al \V;iterhio 
occasiiMiallv, an<l about 1818 kept ,i laverii :ii 
W;itcrloo. 

Loren/i> Dttu. ;i r-ouspicuous ligLU'e wilh his h'li;.; 
r.'iven hair, suarlln' li^^ure and ill lilting clothes, was 
a Haptisl circ'uit rifler who was here as early as i8jo. 
He is rt* nendjered :is preaching a vigor<nis, '*(iod- 
fearing " seriiion at a campmeeting on the west shore 
of Cayuga lake in the summer of 1821. Being plain 
spoken and earnest, his remarks being emphasized 
with manv gestures, his sernunis cut to llu* marro\\' 
all of his godless hearers. 

Bridgeport; Earliest Patentees of the Land; a 
I'anious Stage Terminal; Old Time Hoslelries 
where news from the Outside World w.is Re- 
ceived. 

[I'r.im facts compiled by Tred TcllcrJ 

Lot No. 5 [230 acres of the West Cayug.i Resir- 
vationj. where the villa.ffe of West Cayuga i^r 
Bridgeport was afterwards built, was .sold by the 
Surveyor General. Nov. i. 1796, to Joseph .\nnin. 
Luther Trobridge and Wilhelraus .Mynderse for 
$1,260. They gave a bond of 81,233. .4.nnin, and 
John Harris the ferryman and trader on the east 
shore of the lake, were among the incorporator- of 
the Cayuga Bridge Co. John Harris was appointed 
sherilT of Onondaga countv when in 1794 it was 
erected. He served two years and during lli it time 
established at Bridgeport a genenil store, an aslierv 
and a distillery. Capt. Samuel Harris, his father, 
patented lot 36 north of the .\nnin patent. 

Lot Xo. 3 was divided into sixty-six or more sub- 
divisions. .\mong the transfers of the sub-divisions 
occur the names ot a number that ran famous taverns 
at the Bridge and recall a host of recollections that 
have for nearly a century clung around that quarter 
of old Junius. There was the Daniel Savre tavern: 
John Stone's, father of the late Col. John R. Stone <.f 
Fayette: the old tavern, north-west of the 
Bridge, kept by the old ReMjlutionary patriot. Gen. 
Christopher Baldy. in 1810: the Roberts tavern of 
1S12 on the north side of the f^ridge; and that i>f 
Henry Moses on the south side. It was at Roberts 
tavern that Cant. John Richardson's companv put 
up on the lirst day's march to the frontier in the war 
of 1S12. I'hey were attired, an old chronicler tell- 
us. in hunting frocks of green worsted with yellow 
fringe and equipped with tiint lock rifles, hunting 
knives, bullet p.'.iuches and powder horns. The 
gallant Captain then and there surrendered to the 
charms of Landlord Roberts' daughter and married 
her. There were al=o the Olivers, John and .\mos, 
and the Jacob Stahl tavern where state elections 
were held. There were a host of other well nigh 
forgotten places around which our fore-fathers used 
to gather when the stages drove up,to learn the news 
from New York, that was only seven days old and 
not quite three months ancient history from the Old 
Country. 

First Postmaster of Junius was Lewis Birdsall 
who had his olTice in his tavern, two miles east of 
Waterloo. 
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The Goulds MliUimI Uciii'l'it Assdciiitidii \v<is 
Drgnni/cd Aiif^. ''. iS't7. ■'i'' " I'lirCidulcls Itencru Asmi- 
t'iatidii," lijiviii}^' fill' its objcii llif iissislitiuT uf its 
meiiibers in i:i>.'.' (if iia'ideiil cir ^i^■|^•|u'ss. On IVr. j, 
i8i)7, llu-' iiiiMie (if tlio iirjiaiii/.atinii was cliaii^'i'd U< 
tlic present name. 

The first oIliciMS (if till* siicicly were: Ndnuaii Cias- 
tdii presiil(;iit, 'riKinuis I'KiiikcU vice prcsidpnl, .Idlin 
Weiitz treasurer, Arclier llailcv rriuirding secretary 
and Tlionias Slicriium fiiiaiu ial secretarv. 

The present (jflicers are: Hardid 'l'. DulT incsidciit, 
Kdward I,. Ciuioii vice president, .lolm Went/, trea- 
surer, A. (i. Withers recdrding secretary and Win. 
\'an U\l<e financial secretary. 

The present membership is 430 and is steadily 
increasing. Only eniphiyes (if the Onulds Mfg. di. 
are eligible ffir nieinbership upun recdiunieiulatidn of 
their rooni cdniiiiilteo. Uisablenieiit hv accident 
entitles a member td immetliate benefit at the rate df 
*<5.(x) per week- for a ma.>iinnim term of 13 weeks; 



Stao^e Coaches in llie Karly Days; List of 
Taverns wlicri.- they Stopped; I'dstago Twenty- 
fdur Cents. 

The first stage cuacli to Imiibcr along the old 
(iinesce highway froin IIk^ cast 111 ■ first to enter the 
land of the Cayuga Indian.s -and draw up to .lohn 
Harris's ferry at Cayuga lake, on thi' op-'-ning of the 
road in 17117, left Fort Schuyler. September 30, 
and arrived in (iencva on the aftern-.ion of the third 
day with four passengers. The stage taverns at 
which passengers for some time afterwards obtained 
refreshments were: 

From Fort Schuyler to Lairds, 10 miles; to \'an 
ICpps', near Oneida reservation, 6 miles; to Wemps' 
at Oneida Castle, 6 miles; to Sill's, at Deep Spring 
(Chittenango), 11 m.; to Keeler's 12 m.; to Tyler's 
(Onondaga Hilll. 10 111., Ivice's (N'iiie Mile Creek), 10 
111.; Harris's (Cavuga ferry). 20111.; I'dwcll's (tJencva), 
13 m. 
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sick beneht Cdinmencing with the second week of 
disablement for th? same length of time and at the 
same rate. During the life of the organization the 
sum of 85,043.36 has been paid out in benehts. 

The company realizing the usetulness of this society 
contributes annually to its treasury; and it gave tlie 
use of the large triple.\ building upon its completion 
in October, igoo, for a grand ball which from point 
of attend.ince and receipts was the largest undertak- 
ing of its kini^ ever attempted in Seneca Falls, the 
net sum of S413.00 being added to the treasury. 

The present balance on hand is nearly 8300.00 
and under the same careful and efficient inimage- 
ment now accorded it The Cioulds .Mutual lienelit 
.•\ssociati(jn has before it a useful future. 

The First Death at Seneca Falls, so f:ir as is 
known, on Dec. 15, 1792, was that of the wife of Job 
Smith. 



During the winter of i7i^7-'8 two stages, one of 
them .1 stage wagon, made weekly trips between 
Albany and Canandaigua. In 1804 Jason Parker 
and Levi Stevens secured by legislative enactment, 
the e.\clu^ive right to run stage wagons for seven 
years on this new turnpike between Ltica and Can- 
andaigua. These stages made two trips per week. 

In 180C) Isaac Sherwood became a partner with 
Jason Farker in the stage lines through this countrv, 
carrying the United States mail. 

In 1816 the fast line of stages made the run be- 
tween Canandaigua and Utica in thirty-six hours. 
The projectors of the line >vere Isaac Sherwood & 
Co., Aaron Thorp, I. Whitmore, Jason Parker and 
Thomas Powell. 

Somewhere "in the twenties" a splendid new lirie 
of stage coaches was placed on the pike by J. M. 
Sherwood & Co., of Auburn. This was a most 
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popular line in charge of experienced and careful 
drivers and fleet horses. Il ran day and night. 

.Miss Janet Cowing has a ticket which entitles the 
holder to a passage in one of their way coaches from 
.\uburn to Geneva, which it states is to be given up 
when called for. She also has a letter which was 
posted by mail coach from Manchester, K. H., to 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., on which the postage is twelve 
pence, which is about twenty-four cents. 

Wm. A. Sackett [Henry Stowell, in Seneca 
I'alls Reville] — Hon. Wm. A. Sackett, a former 
prominent and well known citizen of Seneca Falls, 
<lied very suddenly at his home in Saratoga Springs 
of apoplexy on Friday, Sept. 6, 1895, aged 84 years. 
The deceased was born in the town of Aurelius, Cay- 
uga county, and after being graduated from the 
Aurora Academy, he came to Seneca Falls and read 
law in the oflice of Judge Luther F. Stevens. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1831 and practiced here 
until ^1859, when he moved to Saratoga Springs 
where he was employed as, counsel for the plaintiff in 



^B 


^^^ 


H 


jP©"! 


^^■^fi7/£//.r 


m. 


H^K^^r * 'iL.i 


^^J[ 


I^BjIil^yK 




m^~>S^ 


l^P 


m 


raB 




V ■ ^Kk^nH ' i^^^^B^'^ 


2^ '^s^ 


||^iJSflH| 


W/^^^^^^vW^ 


yflk^Ufp^^ 




^^j^Hwf 


Hft^Jk: jl-'-is^Cf- ysP'l 


^^^^F^^fi 




^ '.H^^hI 


|Hj|fln<'i i^'^V^^pl 


wgm 




HI 


w^^^B^^Bt, 9-^' " mN^^v : 


H^PMBB 




g^^i^ 


ff^PRHM^Pft 


''■ 'iJ-' , <?-^^!CS^ 




m?'* 


f^t^w^ 



Prudeu, Ptioto. 



SENECA FALLS BASE BALL TEAM, 1903 



Top Kow (tet't to right)— Frank Fanell, C. F.; Austin Flanagan, P.; Lewis, 
B. F.: Leo Smitii Ut B.; Easton, L. F. Lower Row— JolinQuinn,2d B.; Frank 
Woods. 3d B.; Wm. Chappeh, P.; J. C. Doyle. Mgr.; Frank Crawford, C; 
Samuel McGraw. S. S. 



the celebrated "Spike" suit of the Troy Iron and Xail 
factory against Erastus Corning and otheri;. Chan- 
cellor Walworth being referee in the case. While in 
practice at Seneca Falls he was successively the law 
partner of Judge John Maynard and Charles H. 
Weed. He represented the 27th district in Congress 
from 1850 to 1854, being elected by the Whig partv. 
After going to Saratoga he was appointed Register 
in Bankruptcy under the administration of President 
Lincoln, and it was while in the discharge of the 
duties of the office that he acquired the title of Judge, 
by which he was so familiarly known in Saratoga 
and adjoining counties. He was a brother of the 
late Garry V. Sackett of this village, and Mrs. Fannie 
Dickinson who resides in Bridge street. He was 
also father of Edward Stanley Sackett of this village 
and of Mrs. Charles L. Stone and Mrs. Charles H. 
Duell of Syracuse. His third wife, who was Miss 
Marvin of Saratoga Springs survives him. He was a 



man of commanding personal appearance, and ,1 
striking figure wherever he appeared. His Ui\'p for 
his old home and his old neighbors and friends never 
waned, and it seemed like the renewal of his age to 
revisit the scenes of his early manhood, which he did 
as often as circumstances would permit. He was 
one of the early and prominent citizens who gave 
character to the town and whose good name he 
always tenderly cherished. With Garry \'. Sackett, 
Luther F. Stevens, John Maynard, .Ansel Basconi. 
Wm. h. Sackett, John .Morgan, Elisha Foote, Dexter 
C. Bloomer, Stephen S. Viele, Josiah T. Miller. Henrv 
B. Stanton and others Sene.a Falls had an array of 
legal talent at an early day that was not surpassed 
by more pretentious villages. With his contempor- 
aries Judge Sackett was an able lawyer, an excellent 
speaker, a good citizen and a genial and kind hearte<l 
friend. We shall not see his like again. 

Cayuga, Bridge Village or Cayuga Ferry as 
it was then called, was made the first county seat of 
Cayuga county at the time that county was erected 
in 1799. For a time, until „ "goal" could be erected 
at Cayuga Ferry, prisoners were 
taken to the jail at Canandaigua. 
The law also provided that the 
courts should be held at Cayuga 
Ferry. The courts a short time 
after must have been held at 
-Aurora as it was there that 
Indian John was tried for murder 
in 1804 [See "Indian John Tra- 
gedy" on another page]. By an 
enactment of the legislature of 
March 25, 1800, "the log house 
erected by the Cayuga Bridge Co. 
at or near the eastern end of said 
bridge, on the margin of Cayuga 
lake, shall be considered as the 
common goal." 

At about that time there had 
sprung up a settlement of con- 
siderable importance including 
taverns and dwellings on both 
sides of' the lake. Simeon 
DeWitt, Surveyor General of the 
State, deemed it of sullicent 
importance in his survey to place 
its latitude on his map' of 1802. 
It is nortli latitude 42 degrees 54 
minutes 14 seconds. The Cayuga 
Bridge Co. surveyed and plotted 
considerable land' about the east 
end of the bridge, evidently con- 



templating a commercial importance for the place. 

The Bayard Land Co., the original owners of 
the site of Senera Falls and the water power, was 
formed at .Albany in 1794 fi"d included Robert 
Troup, Nicholas Gouverneur, Stephen N. Bayard, 
Elkanah Watson and Wilhelmns Mynderse, the latter 
locating here as its agent. The company at first 
purchased 100 acres north of the river which had been 
a matter of contention between Job Smith and Law- 
rence Van Cleef the two original settlers, and also 
500 acres from Elkanah Watson. Subsequent pur- 
chase increased its holdings to i,4jo acres. Until 
the company dissolved, in 1825, it held land at high 
prices and restricted local enterprise. Owing to the 
failure of some of the members it divided its property 
and the village thereafter hid a healthy growth. 
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Early Roads and Ferries; The Genesee High- 
way and Old Toll Road; Soncca Turnpike; 
State Road; Cayuga Ferry. 

[llY FRED TEM.F-R] 

The waterways were the easiest known early 
methods of travel in the interior of New York state, 
and they were comparatively unknown when Gov. 
Wm. Tryon of New York in 1771 caused a map to 
he n>ade of that territory^ If then the waterways 
were so little known, it follows that the land pas- 
sages were few and unfamiliar. This region lay in 
the very heart of the innermost recesses of the Iro- 
quois territories. .Along the north bank of what was 
then termed "The Great Seneca River" were only 
Indian paths which led from the chief village of 
the Cayuga tribe of Indians residing east of the 
Cayuga lake, westward to Canadasaga, one of the 
important towns or castles of the Seneca tribes of 
Indians, to the northwest of Seneca lake. .-\long 
this old Indian trail worn by the moccasin of the red 
man and perchance the captives they had adopted 
into their tribes, the only white travelers were the 
trader, the Indian agent, the half breed, the squatter 
and the early F'rench Jesuit missionaries. 
SLI.I.IVAX'S RO.\n 
When Gen. Sullivan marched into this region, he 
was obliged to prepare an opening through the 
heavy growth of timber for his battalions and artil- 
lery to advance. The axe then for the first time, cut 
a road into this woodland solitude, over which the 
emigrants from the German and other settlements in 
Pennsylvania and other places to the south of us, 
came and settled in this vicinity. The early records 
of the town of Romulus show that in June, 1795, this 
track was then laid out into a highway from the 
south bounds of Romulus north to the Seneca outlet. 
smith's ro.^d at the falls 
In the year 1788, or a little later, we hear of a 
roadway something over a mile in length, that led 
around the rapids in the Seneca river. Over it 
traveled the rustic conveyance of Job Smith, as he 
carted the belongings of the traveler around the 
falls. This route was over the same ground that a 
roadway, continued from the south side of the river, 
laid out Oct. 18, 1796, covered. In December, 1792, 
Dr. Alexander Coventry, the first physician in this 
section, has recorded in his journal that "Job Smith 
is putting up a bridge over Seneca outlet below the 
falls (Seneca Falls)." 

CAVIGA LAKE TO SKOIVASK 

In the year 1789 two bridle paths had been blazed 
through the woods, from in front of the log cabin of 
.lames Bennett, on the west shore of Cayuga lake, at 
rf point near where the Wavne cobblestone house 
now stands, a short distance north of Cayuga Lake 
Park. One ran south and west.. The other ran 
north and then west, and then north-west diagonally 
across the country to the river. 1 have the survey of 
the latter, dated "Town of Romulus, Onondaga 
Countv, Oct. 18, 179&. which describes the new 
highwav to be opened over this trail as follows: 
"Beginning at Mr. Bennett's ferry, on the bank of 
Ciuga (so spelled in the original) Lake, running 
thence by twenty-seven different variations of the 
compass, a distance of a little over two miles, to Mr. 
Mynderse's mill, thence by three additional variations 
to the lower landing. Thence to he continued up 
the 55eneca outlet, on the north side as near the said 
outlet as the ground will admit, to Mr. Chapman's 
at Scoyes." It is recorded Oct. 24. 1796, and signed 
John Fleming and George Bailey, Commissioners of 
Highways. 



BENNETT-HARRIS FERRY 

lames Bennett, coming from Northumberland 
county, Pa., built the cabin in 1789 and conducted 
the ferry across Cayuga lake, above referred to, in 
connection with John Harris who was on the eastern 
shore. Harris came from Harrisburg, Pa., and 
settled over there in 1788, erecting a store and trad- 
ing house and establishing the ferry. In 1789 Harris 
married Mary Richardson of Frederick City, Md., and 
in 1790 built a tavern, the first at Cayuga I'>rry. 
When the Cayuga Indians in 1795 ceded their reser- 
vations to the state of New York, and the ceded 
lands were surveved by Joseph Annin and John J. 
Cantine and plotted, B»nnett's piece became lot No. 
13 and his partner's across on the east side of the 
lake No. 57. These lots, each containing 250 acres, 
were patented by the two men. 

AN EARLY INCIDENT 

We learn from an entry in Dr. Coventry's Journal, 
under the date of July 7, 1791, .some particulars in 
regard to this ferry, as well as the fact that the road 
we have just described, even then, five years before 
the road commissioners laid it out, had become pass- 
able for horsemen. The Doctor writes: "Got to 
Cayuga ferry about half-past eight in the evening. 
It was about two and one-half hours from Geneva. 
When we got to the ferry the scow was on the other 
side and no one to fetch it, also the wind blew hard. 
However, got a young fellow to go over in a canoe 
along with me. He was confounded lazy and I had 
to steer. When we got over, the master of the ferry 
would not start off under an hour. At last we got our 
horses over and paid five shillings and six pence for 
ferriage at this ferry and two shillings and nine 
pence at the other ferry (referring to the ferry at 
Seneca outlet near Geneva) and seven shillings and 
six pence for lodging." 

THE GENESEE ROAD 

The Road Township act was passed in 1789, for 
the purpose of opening a roadway west from Old 
I'ort Schuyler to Seneca lake. The Legislature set 
aside a township of land in what is now .Madison 
county, the proceeds of which were to be applied for 
that purpose. .About the close of the year 1 789, a 
contract was made with Kphraim Blackmer, for the 
cutting out of a road two rods wide, from Old Fort 
Schuyler to Seneca lake. The work was commenced 
in the winter and early spring of 1790 and was com- 
pleted late in the fall of the year to Cayuga Ferrv 
and during the winter to Geneva. 1 say completed — 
the timber was cut off but the stumps were still in 
the road. 

THE LOTTERY ACT 

The improvement of the new road east of Geneva 
and its extension beyond were provided for in an act 
of -Nov. 22, 1794. Then came the law of Nov. 28, 
1797, providing for a lottery of $45,000 with three 
drawings from two of which should be appropriated 
the aggregate of 813,900 for the Great Genesee road. 
Capt. Charles Williamson, agent for the lands of 
Robert Morris and others in Ontario county, helped 
the act along as a member of the legislature and 
personally obtained four thousand days subscriptions 
along the route which he says was performed with 
fidelity and cheerfulness, so that "with some other 
contributions the state commissioners were enabled 
to complete the road of nearly one hundred miles, 
opening it sixty-four feet wide and paving with logs 
and gravel the moist places of the low country 
through which it was carried. Hence the road from 
I'ort Schuyler — from being in the month of June, 
1797, a little better than an Indian path, w!is so far 
improved that a stage started from Fort Schuyler on 
the 30th of September of the same year, and arrived 
at the hotel in Geneva in the afternoon of the third 
day, with four passengers." This was considered 
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remarkable lime and a eaiise for '^rr:\l oiiigratu- 
lation. 

KII.Mi IN SliNKC.\ l-AI.I.S 

In Col. Willielnuis .Mynderse's accoLint hooks in 
.liine and July of 171J7 are found a number of entries 
for sums paid for lavinf; oul and uork upon lliis 
road to Capt. Williamson. 

'I'he completing of this liiglnvay and bridge turned 
the great tide of travel that had set in immediately 
after the war through our countv. 

The road passed through our \illage. bv \\-a>" of 
Seneca street, crossed the river at or near where the 
lower bridge near the liumsev shops is now, follow- 
ing the present line of Fall street, westward. 

GRE.AT TOI.I. KO.\I> 

In the year 1800 an ;ict passed the Legisla- 
ture incorporating the Seneca Road "f Turnpike 
Compan\'. This road was to run between the house 
of John House in the village of Utica and the court 
house in Canandaigua. The route was practically 
the same as the Great Genesee Highway. The trus- 
tees were Charles Williamson, Henjan^in Walker, 
.ledediah Sanger and Israel Chapin. The road was 
to be si.\ rods in width and the center to be fdled 
with broken stone, the renter to be not less than 
twenty inches higher than theedgfes, at least eighteen 
feet in center to be bedded with wood <»r stone to 
secure a solid foundation. Toll houses were to be 
ten miles from each other. No persons passing to or 
from public worship on Sundav, going to their com- 
mon labor on farms, carrying fire v\'ood. going to or 
from mill for the grinding of grain for family use, 
going to or returning from any funeral, shall pay 
any toll in the town in which they reside. Up tfi 
1823 there were twelve different amendments to this 
company's charter passed by the Legislature. This 
road opened the western country to a flow of tra\el 
that built up a chain of prosperous villages. 
sT.iTE RO.^n 

In 1808 the State road, two miles north of us, was 
laid out, John Sayre. .Toshua A'anVleet and Samuel 
Lawrence acting as commissioners. This was the 
year the Cayuga bridge across the lake went down 
the first time. Seventeen years later action was 
taken which resulted in the building of a road 
directly east through the Montezuma marshes and 
the erection of what has since been kni.'wn as the 
Free Bridge. 

THE RESERVATION ROAII 

bounding the west side of West Cayuga reserva- 
tion was laid out as a public highway and the 
survey recorded ."Vug. 25, 1808. 

The Free Bridge [From facts compiled by Fred 
Teller.] — In 1825 action was taken to build a road 
through the Montezuma Marshes which led to the 
erection of the "Free Bridge' , as it was called, in 
contradistinction to the toll bridge at Cayuga ferrv. 
Mr. Teller has in his possession the original docu- 
ments relating to this bridge, in the erection of which 
the towns of Phelps, Manchester, Mentz, .\urelius and 
Tyre were interested. On the building committee 
Tyre was represented by Thomas C. Magee. On two 
subscription lists to raise means for the project is 
shown but one cash contribution, S5. .A.mong the 
contributions were sixteen dollars in produce, four 
fur hats, i joo feet of bridge planks, "si.v days whisky 
found," by a distiller and several days of labor. In 
a memoranda of agreement Samuel Tripp and Xel- 
son Roosevelt agreed to make alternate sections of 
the causeway containing forty rods in a section. 



The Cayuga Bridge Company obtained an injunc- 
ticni restraining Thomas .Magee and associates from 
erecting ;iny bridge within three miles (if either of 
the bridges built or kept by the complainants across 
Cayuga lake or outlet. .X survey bill showed that 
the clistancc between the South Cayuga and the 
.Montezuma bridges was six miles, seventy-seven 
chains and si.\ty-two links and the injunction was 
vacated. .A. 1'. Compo was the surveyor. The 
chain and compass belonged to Squire Burton of 
Waterloo. 

THE FIRST FOUR SETTLERS 

Sha-se-onse (jiwift running waters) was the Indian 
name of Seneca Falls. 

Job Smith, so far as is known, was the first white 
settler here. He came from Ulster county in the 
spring of 1787 and built a log house near the present 
location of the Littlejolm marble works. The entire 
journe\" was made in a llatI>oat down the Mohawk 
river, through Oneida lake and river and up Seneca 
river. Bringing along an o.n team he made him.self 
a rude cart and established a "carry " for goods of 
settlers around tlic falls; also trallicking with the 
lnd;ans. While Smith was the first to construct an 
habitation here he remained only about seven years, 
going fo Waterloo, where he married a Miss Gorhani 
and a vear later leaving this section. 

Lawrence Van Cleef, who served in the Inst New 
York regiment through the revolutionary war, first 
visited the falls w ith a detachment of (ien. .Sullivan's 
army in 1779. So strongly was he impressed with the 
locality that at the close of the war or some time 
later, in the spring of 1789, he came directly here and 
purchased Smith's claim to a hundred acres, bringing 
his family hither in the fall of the same year. On 
the flats near Smith's house he erected a double log 
liouSe which he afterw ards improvised for a tavern 
and in which he lived live years. But he afterwards 
continued a resident ol Seneca I'alls until his death, 
July 15, 1830, at 73 years of age. So Van Cleef wasw 
the real founder of the settlement here. Van Cleef 
and Smith for Slime time shared the profits of the 
"carry " about the falls. The former also placed 
considerable land under cultivation. When Smith 
disappeared Van Cleef continued carrying and haul- 
ing goods until the locks were built in 1815. Van 
Cleef also erected the first frame house here, in 1794, <■ 
which stood on Fall street near the west end of the 
present King block. Into this he moved his family. 

A .Mr. Parkhurst who bought Van Cleef's tavern 
on the flats in 1794, was the second man to bring his 
family here, the third settler. Parkhurst afterwards 
built a tavern on the site of the present Stanton 
house. 

Smith's claim to the 100 acres which \'an Cleef 
bought was not admitted bv the State, and the land 
in 1794 was sold to the Bayard Land Co., for §2,100, 
which later settled with VnU Cleef. There are many 
of his descendants still living, some in Seneca 
county. There were si.\ children. Jane, the eldest of 
the daughters, being the first white person and George 
C, one of his sons, the first whith male born here. 

Wilhelmus Mynderse [described elsewhere] was the 
fourth settler — the first to locate industries in Seneca 
Falls. 

.An incident related of \'an Cleef, who generallv 
managed to maintain peace with his neighbors, is 
that he was shot at by an Indian while standing in 
the doorway of his house, the bullet passing near 
his head. He caught the Indian, took his gun away 
and broke it over his head. Then he threw him into 
his canoe and set it adrift, the Indian afterwards 
being discovered dead at the outlet of the lake. 
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lUHTuwod I'htttci. 

ItEV. A. W. TAVLOU. 

Sheriffs (Xcars of Sc^r\irc.) — hi the f;ise (if .XU-ssin. 
Camp and I.arzelcre records only show tluil l)otli 
were elected in 1817. It is presumed there was a 
vacancy after Camp's election. \Vm. Sniitfi i8o4-'o8, 
1810- 11; Lewis Birdsall i8og-'io, i8i2-'i3, i8i6-'i7; 
John \'an Tnyl, i8i4-'i3: Heman Camp elected Jan., 
1817, and .lacob L. Larzelere elected Aug., 1817. 
served 1818- 19: Josiah B. Chapman i820-'2i. 1823- 
'25 (the hrst of the 3-years term); Thomas Armstrong 
elected 182 1, served not more than one year as Josiah 
11. Chapman'-; second election for sheriff was in 1822. 
(-Armstrong may have been legislated out of oHice 
when the legislature changed the term to three years): 
Israel W. Squires i826-'28, i835-'37: James Rorison 
i82q-'3i; Henry Moses i832-'34: James Stevenson 
i838-'40; Nathaniel N. Hoyt i84i-'43; Benj.W. .\danis 
i844-'6: Hugh Chapman i847-'4i-). ly^q-'ni; Aaron K. 
Wheeler i830-'32: Horace C. Tracy 1833-53; Stephen 
Compson i83fi.';8, .Abram B. Slauson i8f.o-'4, i874-'6; 
Myron R. Cole i863-'7: Josiah Rogers 1868-70; John 
T. Stout 1^^71-3; Co-nelius Bodine i877-'q; Solomon 
Carman i88o-'82; Charles H. Swarthout i883-'3: 
Warren li. I.erch i88f)-'X; John Woods i889-'4i; 
Charles W. \'an Cleef 1842-4; John F. Purcell 1893- 
7; .\lbert C Clark 1898-1900; Hugh .McGhan 1901- 
03; Thomas F. Mills elected 1903 to serve from Jan. 
I, 1904, for three years. 

Congressmen from Seneca Co. — (Years of 
service) Silas Halsey, Lodi, 1803-7; Oliver C. Corn- 
stock, Ulysses, 1813- 17; Robert S. Rose, Fayette, 
i823-'26; John Maynard, Ovid, 1827; Jehiel H. 
Halsey, Lodi, i829-"3i; Samuel Clark, Waterloo, 
i833-'3; Samuel Birdsall, Waterloo, i837-'9; John 
Maynard, Seneca Falls, i84i-'3; John DeMott, Lodi, 
i845-'7; Wm. A. Sackett, Seneca Falls, i849-'33; 
Jacob P. Chamberlain, Seneca I'alls, iSSj-'y, John 
E. Seeley, Ovid, 187 1 -'3. 

Sayre's Barn, the Cradle of the Church. — The 
first Presbyterian church of the village of Seneca 
Falls was organized in llic barn of Col. Daniel Sayre, 
then a supervisor of Junius, .Aug. 10, 1807. 



The First Congregational Clnnch \^■as or- 
ganized !)(■(. 11), 18(19, "illi a menibershii) of 80. Its 
ollicers wore, at the lime of it-, organization; Pastor, 
Rev. W. W. Lisle; Deai.ins, Horace Srekell, Wm. 
C<inkliug,/ .\l)r;iliam hailing; Church Connncttee, 
Wm. SmaVfey, I'.dwiii .\TecIcreiTrn' I''. Crowell, Mrs. H. 
Duell, .Mrs. C. Smalley, .Mrs. .A. J. (iardner; Clerk, 
Horace W. Knight; Treasurer, Wm. I.. Bellows; 
Trusties, IC. Medden president. W. L. Bellows clerk, 
llarvcy Benli;im, R. C. Dunham, Wm. Smalley, Chas. 
Scekell. L. I''. Crowell; SuperinliMideiit of Sunday 
School, Fdwin .Medden. The corner slone of the 
(liuich building was laid -Vug. 19, 1K70, the Rev. T. 
K. Bercher of KImira making the address on the 
theme, "Why am I a Congregationalist?" The cor- 
ner stone w.is laid by Mr. Childs and lies in the 
northeast corner of the tf>wer. The church was 
completed at a cost of §30,000 and formalK' dedi- 
cated and opened for public worship Sept. 21, 1871. 
The dedicatorv sermon was preatJied bv Rev. Fd- 
ward Taylor, 1). I)., of Bingliamtnn, N. \., from 
Psalms 9fi:fi. The hrst pastor of this church w.is 
Rev. W. W. Lyie, from 18O9 to 1873, who resigned 
his ])astorate because of ill health after four years of 
faithful service. Rev. Mr. .Smith succeeded him in 
1874 and then in regular line of succession, either as 
sl.'ited sui^ph' or as installed pastor, were the follow- 
ing: Rev. Mr. Minor, Rev. Dr. Bradford, Rev. A. !■:. 
Kinmouth, Rev. .Mr. Bell, Rev. Peter Lindsav, Rev. 
C.. A. Rawson, Rev. H. .Margetts, Rev, Dr. A. Wilber 
I aylor, the present pastor, who is now completing 
the eleventh year of his pastorate. 

The present Trustees; F. L. Bowell chairman, Wm. 

E. Medden, Chas. Knight, H. W. Knight, Chas. 
Curtis, Wm. Russell; Church Clerk, Geo. .Ament; 
Church Treasurer, H. W. Knight; Deacons, Wm. L, 
Bellows, Edwin .Medden, Chas. Babcock, Benjamin 

F. Stevens, Wm. Frintig, Richard Please. 

The 'Woman's Reading Club was organized 
in 1887. The club adopted for its colors pink and 
white, and for its llower the carnation. The club 
meetings are held Tuesday evenings, beginning the 
first Tuesday in October and ending .April 23. 'i'here 
were ten members at its firscanization. The meniber- 




Pruden, Photo. 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 



44 



•CiRIPS"' HISTORICAI, SOUVENIR OF SENECA KALLS. 




llorrowod I'lioto. 

UEV. S. F. FRAZIEK, 

sliipniiw lumibers nineteen, beiiij; liniilcd lu Uventy. 
Tlio ofticeis lor igoj- 4 ;iie: F'residfiit, Mrs. .M. I,. 
Ciirtiss; \'ice-l'resiclent, Mrs. C. S. .-\lirens; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Mrs. 1.. C Wood: .Assistant Secretary, 
.Mrs. I-. I.. Kaiser: I'^xecutive Committee. .Miss A. A. 
.\rmstrong. Miss M. E. Scott and Miss .A. E. Hood. 

The First Wesleyan Methodist Churcli of 
.Seneca Falls was organized March 27, 1843, with the 
following charter members: .losepli Metcalf, William 
Metcalf, .lohn C King, 1.. .1. Hill, Lorenzo Langdon, 
Samuel Taylor, C. .\. Morris, .Archibald Odell, .loel 
Barker, B. (i. .lohnson, David Crowell, William 
Eo.-c, E. Partridge, D. Skidmore, C. S. (jranger, Henry 
.1. Burton, Marvin S. Baird, Lemuel Stansbury, J. W. 
Dickinson, William Russell and R. P. Hunt. 

At the first regularly called meeting of the society 
.lohn C. King, H. L. Worden, .Abram Failing, E. (). 
Lindsley, Joseph Metcalf and Wm. Fo.v were elected 
trustees. 

The church was composed in a large part of those 
who about that time .separated from the Methodist 
Episcopal church on the question of slavery. 

The first services were held in the old Seneca Falls 
.Academy building. I'he same year (1843) a repre- 
sentative was sent to the Utica convention and the 
Rev. George Pegler was secured as the first pastor. 
In 1845 the first church edifice was completed on the 
corner of Fall and .Mynderse streets. This building 
was subsequently sold and a new and much better 
edifice erected on the corner of Fall and Clinton 
streets. It was in the first church building (corner of 
Fall and Mynderse streets) that the first Woman's 
Rights convention ever held in America had its meet- 
ing, and prominent among those present at this 
gathering were .\nna Dickinson, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. .Anthony, Mrs. Bloomer and others 
who declared themselves at least the equals of the 
"lords of creation." 

The following is a list of those who have served 
this church as its pastors: Revs. Geo. Pegler, S. S. 
Salisbury, S. Phillips, Benjamin Bradford, D. li. 
Douglas, S. B. Loomis, J. A. Swallow, H. B. Knight, 
Wm. S. Bellas, Wm. W. Lyie, Adam Crooks, C. F. 
Hawley, A. F. Denipsey, A. H. Kinney, G. W. Hardv, 
.T. L. Benton, S. Beelfard, .\. T. Jennings, G. W. 



Story, II. W. McDowell, .las. II. Bowen and S. F. 
I'Vazior, the present pastor. The jircscnt board of 
trustees arc: David King, D. .\. Doming, .1. H. 
Winters, A. W. Brim and George B. Crowell. 

Union No, 4(j, Iron Moulders of North .\meric;i. 
was one of the first and oldest of l.-dxir organizations 
in Central New York. The first charter was granted 
Sept. 4, iWi*;, with the following olFicers and charter 
members: President, Fidel 'I'ierney; Vice President, 
.lelTerson Robinson; Recording Sec, .lames Curran: 
Financial -Sec, .lustin I'armalie; Treasurer, Daniel 
Curran; Door Keeper, .lames McGraw; Correspipiul- 
ing Sec, Thomas . I. Crosby. None of these are resi- 
dents of Seneca F'alls at the present writing and but 
three of them are living, James Curran, Daniel Cur- 
ran and .lustin I'armalie. .lames Curran became a 
resident of Rochester, N. V., several ye;irs ago. 
Daniel Curran is now .i priest living in Indiana. 
Parmalie removed to Chicago years ago and has 
been foreman of a large shop there for years. 

This Union was in existence for several years and 
was re-organized F'eb. i, 1881, with the following 
officers and members: President, .lohn Wentz; \^ice 
President, .lohn McDonald; Financial Sec, l-'rank 
McGuire; Recording Sec, Thomas McCiill; Treasurer, 
Patrick Ryan; Corresponding Sec, Cornelius Sulli- 
van. Two of them are dead, John McDonald and 
Frank McGuire. Mr. Wentz, the first president of 
this re-organized Union is at present foundry foreman 
for the Gould Manufacturing Co. Thomas .Magill 
has been several years engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness. The others are still working at the trade. The 
present organization is in a healthy and prosperous 
condition with a membership of 135, all in good 
standing. The Union has in the past successfully 
conducted many social affairs, always with credit to 
the organiziition. The members have alwavs taken 
an active interest in the affairs of the communitv and 
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Kev. K. R. I'iniiy, two years; Rev. Nathan Baker, 
(our years, inie iiioiitli; Rev. W. H. Half, one year, 
llirce iiKintliN: Rev. William Frary, one year; Rev. 
William l.<;<,'<5ett, one year, two montlis; Rev. J. B. 
I'ilman, two years; Rev. Ira Smith, eijjht months; Rev- 
C. C. Hart, seven months; Rev. \Vm. Rees, one year; 
Rev. Ferris Scott, five years, four months; Rev. Ira 
Bennett, two years, nine months; Rev. B. I", (.iarfield, 
two years, three months: Rev. William R. Wright, 
live years, two months; Rev. T. K. Williams, si.>: 
months; Rev. R. B. Montgomery, one year, two 
months; Rev. John Gilchrist, two years, six months; 
Rev. Seward Robson, four vear>, four months; Rev. 
S. H. White, two years, two months. Rev. S. .M. 
Newland, the present pastor, hegan his pastorate 
.'Vpril I, 1892. 

The present pastorate, that of Rev. S. M. New- 
land, has already more than doubled that of any 
other. There has been perfect harmony and a steady 
advance, the church having more than doubled its 
membership and all departments of church work and 
life. The Sunday school under the leadership of ("i. 
I. Pruden, has reached the highest average attend- 
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many have served as citizens in official life with 
credit to themselves and their organization. The 
Union has been a very conservative organization and 
has had but few labor difficulties in its history. It 
has paid out hundreds of dollars to its members in 
sick and death benefits, has always met its obliga- 
tions and stands to-day in high esteem with the 
business community of Seneca Falls. The present 
officers are: President, Joseph McKeon; \'ice Presi- 
dent, Thos. Kirk; I'inancial Sec, Wallace Cushman; 
Recording Sec, George Rice; Corresponding Sec, 
Harry .Magill; Treas., Chas. .\sliley: Trustees, Joseph 
Campbell, .Michael McGuire, James Rogers; Inductor, 
Thos. Weghorn; Door Keeper, John Pow. 

First Baptist Church. — .\t a meeting held in 
the school house, July 16, 1S28, the First Baptist 
church was organized and the following elected 
trustees: Ebenezer Ingalls, Harris Usher, .lohn M 
Wheeton, Jonathan Metcalf, Nathan Farnsworth, 
Samuel Bradley, L. P. Noble, Abram Payne and 
Thomas Royston. Jonathan .Metcalf was chosen 
president, I.. P. .\oble clerk and Harris Usher treas- 
urer. There were ten constituent members which by 
.Aug. 14, was increased to fourteen. On Sept. ij, 
Orsamus .Allen was ordained as pastor, salary 6200 
per vear and firewood. His'pastorate, during which 
forty-five united with the church by baptism, closed 
March 23, 1832. 

The first church building of the society was erected 
on Center street on the rear part of the lot now 
occupied by the present church building. It was a 
frame building, 36.\44 feet, with a basement. I'he 
lot was purchased of G. \'. Snckett for $200. The 
building cost about 82000. The corner stone of the 
present church building was laid in 1868 and the 
building dedicated on March 4, i8(iq. Rev. W. H 
Maynard, D. 1)., preaching the sermon. The cost of 
the lot with the house adjoining on the west was 
82,500 and the church building cost §11,800. 

The following is a list of the pastors and years of 
service since the church organization to present date: 
Rev. Orsamus Allen, two years, nine months; Rev. 
Henry C. Vogel, two years, nine months; Kev. John 
JefTers, two years; Rev. Zenas Freeman, three vears; 



ance within a period of more than 30 years. The 
present membership of the church is 240. 

To\ra Meetings. — The earliest in the town of 
Junius were as follows: 1804-05 at the hou?e of 
Stephen Hooper, at the Kingdom; 1806 to 1810, at 
the house of Lewis Birdsall, at the Kingdom; 181 1 at 
the house of Jacob Chamberlain at the Kingdom: 
1812 to 1814, at the house of Gilbert Roberts, at 
Bridgeport; 1813 at the house of Lewis Birdsall, at 
the Kingdom; 18 16, at the house of Pontius Hooper, 
at the Kingdom; 1817 to 1821, at the house of Jere- 
miah Decker, in the present town of Tyre; 1822, at 
the court house in Waterloo; 1823, place not men- 
tioned; 1824, at the house of Jedediah Southwell, in 
the present town of Tyre. The places where town 
meetings were held in 1823, '26, "27 and '28 have not 
been ascertained. \ special town meeting was held 
on Nov. I, 1813, at the house of Asa Bacon northwest 
of Waterloo village. 
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Cross Post, No. 78, i;. A. I^, Dcpt. of X. Y.. was 
organized in i8fi.S. The chartrr nieniljers wore; 
Clias. J. Martin, (ieo. B. Davis, K. CJolder, Wni. Fail- 
ing, \V. H. Ciotder. Ricliard CioUler, Lorenzo Hakeri 
iidwnrd Rinlcer, --\le.\. l">a\'it, Cieo. Speer, John Mor- 
ris, I'llias Lester and H. \'. .Matthews. 'i'he name 
"Cross"' was adopted in lionor of a family of tliat 
name which furnished six members — a father and live 
sons — to the cause of tlie union. Three of the num- 
ber sealed their devotion with their lives. The oHicers 
of the I'ost for the year luoj were: Commander,Geo. 
1*". Stevenson; S. \'. Commander. William Marion; 
.1. \'. Commander, William Durnin; (). D., M. I,. 
Waldo: O. G., B. S. Cain; Chap. R. S. Genung; O. 
.M., R. J. Dobson; .\djt., P. W. Bailey; Sergt. Major, 
I. B. Race; O. .M. Sergeant, James Barton; Color 
Bearer, E. I£. Waldo. 

The following named persons have been the Post's 
commanders: Chas. .T. Martin, i8fi8-'g, '72: Brice W. 
Bailey, 1870; I'Vank.!. Silsby, 1871; .1. Marshall Guion, 
iH73-'4. '76; C. H. Traver, 1875; Ira .Almy, 1877; 



its e.vistcnrc averajjed 2-: for ;h<' following liv.' 
years, about V'-. 'Uid for the pa-;t Im' \(';irs .■hi'ut 3 . 
Th<' present members of C'oss I'o^t are the -lirvivor- 
of a host that went out from home and friend^ to hfjht 
the battles for the existence of the Inion in mi'Ii num- 
bers as to make Sen ca l-'alls llie banner t.^wn, by 
furnishing a larger percentage of its people for --ol- 
diers and sailors for that war than an\" other loun- 
ship In our state. .\'o battle w.is fought on sea or 
land during those four vears but had it'- Seneca I'nlls 
representative. There was no profession oc trade 
that was distinctivelv drawn upon — all wen- >-qually 
patriotic. 

Supervisors of the town of Se[iec-a l'all>. 1^2^)- 
1904. — Garry y. Sacketl, iXk^: Jacob I.. I.ar/elen', 
i830-'i; Jonathan .\letcalf, 183J: Isaac Smith. 183;)- 
■(>: Zephaniah Lewis, 1837; .-\nsel Bascom, 1^3^; Is- 
rael W. Squire.s, 183Q-41; John .Maurice, 1842: .lames 
Sanderson, 1843; George B. Daniels, 1844; Saro:i W. 
ICdwards, 1845; Horace C. Silshy. iS4(i-'7: Klisba 
Foote, 1848; brin Tvler, iSaQ-io: William I'. Pol- 
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Pi-uden, Photo. SILVER LIGHT HIVE, No. 102, L. O. T. M. 

Top Row (loft to lijfbtl— Cora Hordiiei-. Nellie CJark, Francis Harrison, Pianist; Uosii Lotlicrinjfton, 
Sophia Stcigmao. Sylvia Niles, Emma liabvscliefsky. Stcond Row (left to right)— Mary F. Stowell, Jennie 
iHagill. Augusta Dohrer, .Maria Richards, Catharine Freucli, Catharine Woods, Anna Casev . Marv Callan. 
Third Row (left to right)— nridget Fay, Ida A. Taylor, Lady F. K.; Mary A. Wood, Ladv'Ccini.;' Marv E. 
Sisson, Lady Record Keeper; Emma Adkinson, Lady Sargent; Margaret Gillmore, Lady Picket. Lower itow 
(left to right)— Celia M. Lindner, M. at A.; Anna Bordner, Ladj' Lieut. Com.; Susie Kelley. 



Wm..I. Dillon, 1878-q, i888-'qo: John B.Mnrrny,i88o; 
'T. M. Durham, i88i-'2; Chas. B. Randolph, 1883-85; 
.Asa Timmerman, 1886: Chas. C. .Mosher, 1887; Jas. 
H. McDonald, 1891; Henry H. .lones, 1892; Pryce W. 
Bailey, i893-'9f) (resigned); W. L. Goetchins. !890-'9cj: 
Henry Fegley, iqoo-'o2; Geo. F. .Stevenson. 1903. 

-Ml of the Post's records. Hags, pictures and me- 
mentoes of the civil war, together with its furniture 
(all of inestimable v.'ilue) were totally destroved in 
the great fire of .luly, 30, 1890, which burned both 
sides of the main (Fall) street of the village. 'The 
membership of nearly three hundred 18(18. in which 
embraced nearly all grades of rank and every arm of 
the service, has been reduced bv death and other 
causes to about one hund-ed at tlw present time. 

'The annual death rate for the first twentx' vears of 



lard, 1831-3: Sebastian Chatiiam. 183.]. I'.dward L. 
Latham, 1853; Martin L. Bello\v>. 185(1; William 
Beary, 1837: .lohn .\. Rumsey. [S38; George W. 
Davis, 1839; Cleorge IV Daniels, js-o-^; Hiram Burt, 
r8b4-fi; Ciilbert Wilcoxen, 18(17- ■.: I.eRoy C. Part- 
ridge, 1870, [Mr. P.-irtridge was re-elected in i'~7i. but 
resigned and Mr. \'an .\uken \va^ a|ipoiuted : Peter 
H. \'an Auken, 1871-';; Georgi- .M. Guion. i'^74; 
.lames I). Pollard, 1873': Willia-'i G. Wavnc. i87(,: 
William Walker, i«77-'8i; .M. D.Lancev I'.^Lows. 
i882-'3. ICdward W. .\ddison. iN.S4; Franklin Moses, 
i883-'fj; Bronson A. Wessell. i.ss-; William .1. Pol- 
lard, i888-'(j: W. .\. Svv.ibv Latham, 1890: Marvin 
Burroughs, i89i-'2; Horace X. Kuins<v, 1893: \Vm. 
V. \'an Rensselaer, i8,)4-'7; .\Io>p^ C. Goukl. i8()8; 
George W. Pontius. i.Sgij-icjoi: II Del.ancey Kniglit, 
i902-'3; William B. Harper, 1904. 
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Seneca Falls Tent, Xo. -'-|, Knij^liN (if tin- 
Mat'cabees, was inslitulcd March 4, iSSi>, by Diputy 
.Supreme ComniaiiJor Withers cil' Cuba, New York, 
'The local order started with a meiidiership of six, 
live of whom are members still:- William II. Adkin- 
sim, William j, I'oUard, I'rvce W. Hailey, I'erry C. 
Pontius and ,1. Kdwin Baker. Maccaheeism was in 
its infancy at this time and the reviews in .Seneca 
I'alls were few and far between, I'ntil .lanuary of 
ii)02 the membership bad increased to onlv eleven, 
but tbe first claim for payment of insui'ance — at the 
death of W, W. Warner — w.is met so promptiv bv 
the supreme tent that from then the local tent has 
f^rown and prospered. 

Work w;is done under ;i dispensation until Oct. 
2y, 1.S41, when a cb.'irter was granted bv the supreme 
order. 

The hrst oflicers were: — Past Commander, Wm. H. 
.\dkinson; Commander, Wm. .1. Pollard; Lieutenant 
Commander, J. V.. Maker: Record Keeper, C. .\I. Hall: 
I' inance Keeper, .A. C. Marsh; Chaplain, Louis Ji>hn- 



The reviews are held the fir-l ;ind third Wednes- 
(la\ evenings of rac h month in Radder's hall where 
everv visiting Sir Knight will receive ,1 cordial 
welcome. 

The present ollicers are; Past Commander. Cbas. 
C. |olin-on; Comm.ander, Robi-rt S. Cott; Lieutenant 
Ccjiinnander, Cieo. H. Durham; Record Keeper, P. H. 
.\kirrav; Finance Keeper, M. P. Haines; Chaplain, 
Win. B. Bailey; Physician, J E. .Medden; Sergeant, 
Lewis Cassort; Master-at-arms, C. H. Watson; first 
.Master of Guard, .1. H. Ceigler; .Second Master of 
Ciuard. .lohn Howerth; Sentinel, V. K. Hartwell; 
Picket, George .May; Trustees, John L. Le \'nn, 
Ch.irlc- C. .lolmson and \\. L. Warbois. 

Rev. Dp. Diedrich Willers, who probably en- 
gaged in the longest pericd of preaching of any preach- 
er in Seneca county, was a native of Bremen, Germany, 
born l-'eb. f>, lyqS, wdio served in the allied army four 
\ears. participating in the memorable battle of 
Waterloo, Belgium, .lune iS, i.Sij. He landed in 
.\merica in i8iq and in .Vpril, 1821, having been ad- 
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I'rnden, Phiito. SENECA FALLS TENT. No. -'4, K. O. T. .\f. 

Top Kow (lioin loft to right)— Wm. CaiiipheH. John Le Van. George Durhiim, Lewis Cassort, G<'()rgc'May, 
.Tolin Howeittu. Middle How— Edsoii Wat- bois. Thomas Uyan. Dr. A. E. Medden, Matbew Haines, Dr. .John 
Crosby, George W. Morns, .lolm Crowe. Lower Kow— .loseph Babcook, Charles Johnson. William Adkinson, 
Robert Gott, William Pollard, P. H. Jlmray. 



son; Pbvsician, L. J. Dawley; Sergeant, Frank La\a- 
naugh; .Master-at-arms, Pryce Bailey; First .Master of 
Guard, James O. Smith; Second Master of Ciuard, 
R. Sherman; Sentinel, Perry C. Pontius; Pi.-ket, 
Henry C. Royce. 

There have been ten deaths from the tent with a 
total of ^^21,300 paid in claims; Sr,400 was also paid 
in an old age benefit and large sums have, at various 
times, been paid from the sick and accident fund. 
Seneca Falls Tent No. 24 luis now a good bank 
account. 

The Maccabees have dispensed cli.irity with .1 
liberal band not excelled by anv liVte organisation 
in town. They have a membership of three hundred 
composed of some of the most inlluential and best 
citizens of the village. The degree team prepared 
with uniform regalia for initiatory work is one of the 
best in the state. 



niitted to the ministry, located in Seneca county. 
He p.eached (in German and later in Knglish to the 
German Reformed church at Bearvtown) for sixtv 
years and eight months. During his long pastorate 
he preached about live years in Hooper's school house. 
Kingdom, and twenty years, beginning with 1834, 
.It the Seneca church, one and a half miles south of 
the Kingdom, in the town of Seneca Falls; also for 
two \ ears, 1849 and 'jo, at the Bridgeport school 
house, ;ind for twenty-five years, commencing with 
1818, to the Germans in Seneca Falls village. He 
also for various periods, preached at. lerusalem church 
in l-ayette and at Waterloo, liesides a twenty-five 
years' pjistorate in Tompkins county, he preached for 
several years at points in Cayuga, Wavne and Liv- 
ingston counties. Most of his travel during the earlv 
years of his ministry was performed on horseback. 
He died in X'arick .May 13, 1883, in the 80th vear of 
his age. 
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REV. A. W. BKOADWAY. 



Methodist Episcopal Church— Itinerant preachers 
lield the first services at Seneca Kails in 1797. Prior 
to 1828 the itinerant preachers who came here were 
Revs. Riley, Bennett, Lanning, Wm. Brown, Fair- 
child, Prindle, Gilmore. Kimberlain, Dodson, Loren 
Grant, Palmer Roberts, Chester Aldgate, William 
Jones, Kelsey, Snow and Sabins. In 1812 a class 
existed here and meetings were held in Case Cole's 
log house corner of Ovid and Bayard streets. The 
members were Mr. and .Mrs. Case Cole. .Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathaniel Sweet and Messrs. Witham and 
Flynn and their wives. .\ class formed in 
1828 included Mr. and Mrs. Peter Marcelous. 
his sister Mary .Ann, Phoebe Petty, after- 
wards Mrs. Schoonover, Jane .Moore (Mrs. 
Stearns), Mrs. Pitcher and Catharine .Mead 
(Mrs. McKee). Meetings were then held at 
the house of Peter .Marcelous on Bridge 
street. From this and other classes which 
united the first Methodist church was 
organized Jan. 6, 1829. .Ansel Basconi, 
James Esse.x, Joseph .Metralf, Stephen B. 
Clay and Peter Marcelous were the first 
trustees. Rev. Wm. Kent was the preacher. 
.\ subscription for a church building was 
started, headed by Joseph .Metcalf with 
S200. On July 30, 1S30 Wilhelmus 
Mynderse deeded the present site of the 
church to the trustees, Joseph Metcalf, John 
Isaacs, .Andrew Brown, John M. Wheaton 
and Henry Marcelous. Work on the 
structure was started in the summer of 
1830 but it was not completed until the 
spring of 1831, Before winter set in it had 
been enclosed and roofed and seats had 
been placed temporarily so that it was 
used during the winter of 1830-"!. Peter 
and Henry .Marcelous worked on the 
interior until it was completed taking their 
pay purely in contributions such as the 
congregation provided for the support of 
their families. The cost of the edifice was 
83,000. 

In 1834 Levi Rogers and his wife Lorana 



deeded the societv a site for the parsonage. In 1857 
the church was remodelled and enlarged at the cost of 
nearly S3,fx». In 1871 the old church was torn 
down and the present edifice was erected at the cost 
of .?l2 1,000. In 1882 the altar and pulpit were rebuilt, 
the house refurnislied with seats and the Ikior newly 
carpeted costing iS 1,500. In the spring of 1891 the 
voung ladies of the church >tarted a subscription 
paper for a pipe organ which was built with an 
electric motor, the cost being .^2.000. In the spring 
of 1844 J. \'an Wvck l.ooinis presented the church 
with a new bell, as ;i "soldiers' iiienitirial." The 
church was dedicated July 24, i,'<72. Bishop Gilbert 
Haven, Rev. Wm. I.. I.loyd and Rev. R. Hogobooni 
conducting the services. Jaccb 1". Chamberlain, a 
large sub-^criber for the new building personally 
supervised its erection and he brought to i-ompletion 
a handsome building. 

The pastors from the beginning are as follows: — 
Rev. Ebenezer Lattinier, i834-'5: Rev. Robert Parker, 
i835-'6; Rev. Thomas Carlton. i836-'7; Rev. John 
Easter, 1837 '9; Rev. Seth Mattison, i83q-'40; Rev. 
Ransley Harrington, )840-'2, i849-'5o; Rev. D. F. 
Parsons, i842-"3; Rev. Calvin S. Coats, i843-'4, 
iS59-'6o; Rev. Ale.xander Farrell, i844-'6; Rev. 
Joseph T. Arnold, i846-'8; Rev. .A. C. George, i848-'9; 
Rev. Elijah Wood, i850-'2; Rev. David Crow, i852-'4; 
Rev. David Ferris, i8j4-'6; Rev. .A. N". Filmore, 
i856-'8: Rev. Wm. Hosmer, i8j8-'9; Rev. J. W. 
Wilson, i86o-'2; Rev. .A. S. Baker, i8f)2-'5; Rev. 1. 
Warts, i865-'6; Rev. Martin Wheeler, i866-'9: Rev. 
E. P. Huntington, i86g-'72; Rev. Isaac N. Gibbard, 
i872-'4; Rev. George S. White. i874-'6: Rev. H. B. 
Cassavant, i876-'9; Rev. Theron Cooper, i879-"8i; 
Rev. .A. N. Damon, i88i-'84: Rev. Thomas Tousev, 
!884-'87: Rev. E. .\. Tuttle, iSS7-"qo; Rev. Charles 
E. Jewell, i8go-'q4: Rev. .Arthur Copeland, i844-'(j9: 
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Rev. Ezra Tinker, iSqq-igoi; Rev. H. I''. Krohock^ 
1901-03; Rev. .\. VV. liroaduay, 1903. 

Tlie present oHicers of the church are; Oflicia' 
Board— Class leaders; Richard Crolder, H. W. Gilbert. 
Stewards; G. B. NIoarpass, D. B. .Mosher, H. L. Wil- 
liams, John Wentz; A. \V. Cmlder district steward, 
J. B. Howell secretary and treasurer, A. M, Shepard, 
.\. H. Shrimpton, Samuel Kibbey, Lewis C. Johnson, 
S. A. S. Wormsted. Trustees; .^j'ah R. Palmer presi- 
dent, Richard Colder treasurer, Albert P. Haney, 
D. B. Mosher, George W. Barlow, Charles T. 
.Andrews, t^eorge H. Cushing, .Marcus Pease, J. D. 
Boardman. Sunday school superintendent, A. W. 
Colder. 

The societies in the church and their ollicers are; 

Ladies Aid Society — President, Mrs.- H. O. Enns; 
\':ce President, Mrs. D. M. Kellogg; Secretary, Mrs. 
.^. R. Palmer; Treasurer, Mrs. S. Kibbey. 

Womans Foreign Missionary Society — President, 



nortli from the point where the -\'i'W York Central 
railroad crosses the Seneca river, a short distance 
east of Seneca Falls village. 

The Epworth League of Seneca Falls was or- 
ganized in the First M. E. Church of Seneca Falls, 
.\'. Y., in January, 1892, during the pastorate of Rev. 
C. E. Jewell. Before this time the young people of 
the church were banded together in the society of 
Christian Endeavor. The Seneca Falls League be- 
longs to the Auburn District and two of the District 
conventions Have been held here; one in July, 1892, 
and the other in June, 1903. The motto of the 
League is, "Look up, lift up," and its object to pro- 
mote intelligent and vital piety in the young mem- 
bers and friends of the church and train them in 
works of mercy and help. The society organized 
with a membership of 76 and its present roll of mem- 
bers numbers 155. The officers elected in January, 
1902, for the term of' one year were; President, Ida 




THE EPWORTH LEAGUE, M. E. CHURCH. 
Top Row (from left to right)— L. J. Strong, Marguerite Kibbey, Lee Howell, Minnie Brignall, Lillian 
Ruthrauff, Sarah Johnson, Wilhelmina Eastman, A. W. Golder, Charles Schuman. Second Row— Anna Hop- 
per, Harry Sturglss, Mrs. John OduLl, Clara Mosher, Mrs. W. C. Moyer, Bt;ulah Morehouse. Rev. A. W. Broad- 
way, Mrs J. D. Boaidman, OUie Smith, Mrs. Claud Hamlin, NnUie Simpson, Beulab Yodir. Third Row- 
Edna Nearpass, Edith Pratt, Claud Hamlin, Fannie Amidon, H. W. Gilbert, Ida M. Slahl, Ida M Golder Ray 
Brignall. Flora M. Cox, W. C. Meyer. Fourth Row— Jay Moyer, Max Howell, Samuel Odell, Elliott Kibbey, 
Vernon Wheat, Mrs. H. Sturgiss, Mildred Odell, Betli FiOhOik, Laura Haney, Udna Nearpass, Bertha Bishop. 



Mrs. S. Kibbey; Secretary, Miss Fannie Wickes; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Harriet C. .McMichael. 

Womans Home .Missionary Society — President, 
.Miss Franc Guinnip; \'ice President, Mrs. L. C. John- 
son; Secretary, Miss Ida J. Colder; Treasurer. Mrs. 
Fred Savage. 

Epworth League — President, Miss May Stahl; 
Vice President, Howard Gilbert; Secretary, Claude 
Hamlin; Treasurer, Miss Fannie Amidon. 

Kings Daughters — President, .Mrs. Fred Shuman; 
Secretary, Miss Clara Mosher. 

The Salt Springs, known to e.\ist when white 
settlers first came to Seneca county, and spoken of 
by the Jesuit missionaries two and a half centuries 
ago, were described (by Father Rafteix 1672) as being 
a mile and a half north-west of Tiohero, an Indian 
village situated at the foot of Cayuga lake nearly 
opposite the present ".Mud Lock." Gen. John S. 
Clark of Auburn, says the springs were located (1779) 
on the west side of the marsh about half a mile 



M. Stahl; First Vice President, Howard W. Gilbert; 
Second \'ice President, Ida Golder; Third Vice Presi- 
dent, Flora .\I. Cox; Fourth Vice President, Ray 
Brignal; Secretary, Claude S. Hamlin; Treasurer, 
Fannie .\midon. 

Silver Light Hive, No. 102, L. O. T. M., was 

organized July 21, 1893, by Deputy Great Com- 
mander Lady Burfiend of Buffalo, with seven charter 
members, 'i'lie growth of the Hive has been such 
that it is among the largest in Central New York. 
The first meetings were held in Grand Army Hall. 
.Afterwards the Hive removed to Pythian Hall where 
they meet at the present time. The present officers 
are P. L. C, Ida Hamill; Lady Commander, Mary 
A. Wood; Lieut. Com., .Anna Bordner; Record 
Keeper, Mar)- I-^. Sisson; Finance Keeper, Ida A. 
Taylor; Chaplain, Mary A. Secor; Sargeant, Emma 
J. Adkinson; Mistress-at-.Arms, Celia M. Lindner; 
Sentinel, .Mary C. Radder; Picket, Margaret Gilmore; 
Pianist, Frances Harrison. 
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Borrowed PUot.<>. 

KEV. WM. B. CLARKE. 

Trinity Protestant Episcopal church was organ- 
ized Jan. 13, 1831, at a njeeting held in Franklin 
Institute. Rev. Reuben Hubbard, the first rector, 
presided. John Morgan was secretary. The lirst 
wardens were I,ewis Bixby and John Isaacs; vestry- 
men, Gary \'. Sacket, .Anthony De\% John .Morgan, 
Samuel Payne, Senter M. Giddings, Cieorge K. Free- 
man, Stephen B. Gay and Chauncey 1'. Marshall. 

Services were first held in Bixbys school room, the 
second story of Hill & Peck's building, still standing 
on Cayuga street. While the first church edifice was 
being built services were held over the post office, in 
the building now standing at the north-east corner 
of Bayard and Ovid streets. 

I'he certificate of incorporation 
was signed by the rector, .Vbner 
-V. Beardsley, and Stephen S. 
Viele. The first rite of confirma- 
tion was administered Aug. 7. 
1831, by Rt. Rev. Benjamin T. 
Onderdonk, -D. D,, bishop of the 
diocese of New York. Re\-. Seth 
Davis, the second rector, came in 
1832 and in November of that 
year a subscription for a churcii 
edifice was started. The site was 
purchased of Ansel Bascom for 
$500, half cash and hnlfchurth 
paper. Rev. Jesse Pound became 
rector July, 1833, and on Nov. 
18, 1833, the corner stone of the 
first church building was laid, the 
services being conducted by Rev. 
J. C. Rudd of Auburn. The 
church was consecrated July 27, 
1834, by Bisliop Onderdonk, 
assisted by the rector and Revs. 
William Lucas and Richard S. 
Mason, D. D., a class of fifteen 
iieing confirmed in the evening of 
the same day. The new building 
consisted of a basement of stone 
and superstructure of wood now 
standing on East Bayard street 
and used for factory purposes. It 
served the purposes of the young I'ruden, Photo. 



church well until the present beautiful church edifice 
on East Fall street was opened, Easter Sunday, April 
25, 1886. The corner stone of this imposing structure 
was laid June 2. 1885. The tower rising to a height 
of loj feet, was parti)' taken down during the sum- 
mer of 1903 [the picture shown in this work wa.s 
taken prior thereto] for the purpose of changing its 
general style above the roof of the building. It is 
one of the prettiest and most tastefully finished of 
church edifices in this part of the state. The extreme 
length is 105 feet, width 73 feet and height 44 feet, 
the material being native blue l ime ston e and the 
trimmings of Onondaga limestone. The foundation 
rests upon solid rock, prepared for it by blasting. 
There are three entrances to the main vestibule 
which is floored with stone and lined with white 
brick. The entrance to the nave is through three 
arches closed with swinging panels of quartered oak. 
.All interior finishings are in natural wood, the ceil- 
ing of white pine, the wainscotting of the nave and 
and the pews of ash, the wainscotting of the chancel 
quartered oak, the pulpit carved oak and the com- 
munion rail polished oak supported by brass stand- 
ards. The entire cost of site and building was $40,- 
000. 

It was during the pastorate of Rev. Robert Ouen- 
nell, in 1883. the semi-centennial of the church, that 
the first move was made towards securing the new 
building, and under the pastorate of Rev. Franklin 
W. Bartlett that the corner stone was laid. Rev. 
H. .\I. Denslow was rector at the time of the com- 
pletion of the building, when the debt was wiped 
out and the church consecrated, the latter event 
occurring Sept. 10, i8go, conducted by Rt. Rev. 
F. I). Huntington bishop of the diocese. 

The old building, still standing as a monument to 
the energy and faith of the earliest pioneers in the 
parish, was in i8;ii the scene of a patriotic event, 
when Trinity parishioners were gathered to speed the 
departure of her sons enlisted in defense of their 
country. Rev. John M. Guion was then the rector 
and his two sons, together with the members of the 
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company witli wlilcli they were about to lea\'e on 
their coLiiitiys <aU, lipiit upon tlicir knees over the 
old flag at the altar of llie cliurcli and received the 
blessing of their father. The two bovs returned 
home as Cien. CTOorge M. (iuion and Maj. J. Marshall 
Ciuion. The church is at present in a flourishing 
condition and under the present rector's administra- 
tion is an active agency for good works in the com- 
munitv. 

The rectors of the church were Rev. Reuben Hub- 
bard installed Jan. 13, 183 1; Rev. Seth Davis, in 
1S32; Rev. Jesse l-'ound, July, 1833; Rev. Robert 
Campbell (missionary), 1835; Rev. Henry Tullidge, 
October, 183O, retired in 1838; Rev. Charles G. 
.-\ckley, supply, in 1839, installed rector April, 1840: 
Rev. benjamin Tranklin installed in 1844, served <me 
year; Rev. Rutus Murray, came in 1846; Rev. Mal- 



.M. l''(illett, Hamilton Garnsey. John .M. (iuion. Wm. 
H. Harper, George II, I'reeland. 

The following are the olficers ol the societies of 
the church: Missionary Guild, Mrs,. A. G. Swaby, 
vice president: Ladies Ruilding I'und society, Mrs. 
G. P. Rogers, president; Trinity Church Guild, Mrs. 
Wm. IV Clarke, president; St. Cecelia's Guild, Miss 
Emma Scheline, directress: the Rector's Guild, Mrs. 
R. P. Lathrop and .Miss .\ora Daniels, directresses. 
Other important and helpful parish agencies are: 
The Industrial society, Sisters of .Mercy and Sewing 
School which meet weekly during the winter months. 

First Civil Officers of Seneca County received 
their commissions from a council of appointments 
(Gov. George Clinton, John Broome, Caleb Hyde 
and Thomas Tredwell) which met ,-it Albany, .\pril 
2, 1804. Th(^se appointed: — 




Pruden, Photo. THE VESTED CHOIR OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

1, Eev. Wm. B. Clarke, Rector, 2, John Guion. 3, George Lyke, 4, George Utiey, 5, Traoey Wells 6 Chas 
Johnson, 7, W. Errington, 8, Harriett Savage, 9, ilargaret Latbam, 10, Cora Beck. 11, Lucy Latham 13 

Gertrude Somei s, 13, Bertba Lyke, 14, Mary Withers, 1.5, Jennie Markle, 16. Jeanette Errington, 17, '- - 

18, Romayn Utley. 19 Lulu Morris, 20. Edith Fahrenwald, 21, Francis Emery, 22, Harry Mickley 23 Jane 

Adkinson, 24, Harry Davis, 25, Jane Wildberry, 26, Susan Seymour, 27, Crosby, 28, — — Latham 29 

Glean Lyke, 30. Herbert Flemming, 31, Sohoolmaker, 33, Dcvelle Pollard, 33, Fahrenwald 



com Douglass, 1849; Rev. Charles Woodward, 1851: 
Rev. John M. Guion, 1855 (rector 21 years); Rev. 
Warren C. Hubbard (assistant rector i873-'6), rector 
i876-'7; Rev. D'Orville Doty, rector two months in 
1877; Rev. C. Mcllvaine Nicholson, 1877-August 1880; 
Rev. .S. W. Strowger, a short time in 1880; Rev. 
Robert G. Ouennell, December i88o-'84; Rev. 
Franklin W. fiartlett, temporary for a short time; 
Rev. H. M. Denslow, July 5, 1885-June ij, '93; Rev. 
W. B. Clarke, present rector, installed Sept. 15, 1893. 
The present wardens are Lansing S. Hoskins, 
William B. Lathrop; vestrymen, Stephen D. Mickley, 
A. Seymour Pollard clerk, George P. Rogers, Wm. 



Judges and Justices of the Peace — Cornflius 
Humphrey, Grover Smith and John Siivro, 

.■\ssistant Justices— Jonas Whiting of Ulysses, 
James \'an.Horn of Ovid, Asa Smith of Romulus and 
Benajah Boardman of Washington. 

Justices of the Peace— James Jackson, Stephen 
Woodworth and John Townsend, jr., Ovid; Thomas 
Shepard, Ulysses; Daniel Everts, Hector; John Hood, 
Washington; Lewis Birdsall and Jesse Southwick, 
Junius. 

Surrogate — Jared Sanford. 

County Clerk — Silas Halsey. 

Sheriff— Wm. Smith. 

Coroner — Charles Thompson. 
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Wilhelmus Mynderse, the earliest resident 
proprietor of ,i large portion of the site of Seneca 
I'alls — owning a one-fifth interest in the Ikiyard 
Land Co., then the owners of the land and water 
power wliere Seneca Falls village stands an<l of which 
company lie was resident business agent for thirty 
years — located here permanently in 1795. No other 
single individual had as much to do with the begin- 
ning of the settlement here, its subsequent growth to 
a prosperous village and the location here of earlv 
industries as Wilhelmus Mvndersc, 

The year he came here he erected a grist and a saw 
mill and a double log house, the latter being located 
ne.vt to where Trinity church now stands. He lived 
in one end and kept store in the other. The mill 
which was put in operation in 1796 stood on the 
present site of Chamberlain's mill. In 1807 he 
erected the red mills on the lower rapids near Rum- 




PIONEERS OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

,., '^°P ^?,T .",'^"J° right)— Lewis Bixby, First Sr. Warden 1831; Jolin Fitch, 
Warden 18«- b4: Dexter C. Bloomer, Warden 1840. Bottom Row— Samuel Pas'ne, 
lu-st \ estryman: Carleton Wbite Seelej, Vestryman, died Nov. 12, 18«7: Geortrc 
Arnold, 40 years Warden, born Aug. 1, 1803, died in 90th year. 

sey's. He also erected a fulling mill and other small 
industries. His various investments proved profitable 
and he was a man of strict business methods. His 
was the very flr^t industry here. The entries of his 
milling and merchandise business date as earlv as 
-April 20, 179&. The hrst entry of sales from his grist 
mill dates Oct. 22. 1796. In 1801 ho was appointed 
lieutenant-colonel in the militia of which he soon 
became colonel. In 1S07 he was c.immissioned 
brigadier-general. 

During his residence here Col. .Mynderse lived in 
four towns as they were successivelv organized, 
Romulus (hrst in Cayuga county), Washington, 
Junius rmd Seneca Falls,' and held manv public 
offices. 

He was born at .\lbany, July 11, 1767, and died 



Jan. 31. iSiS, in the house he built and lor years 
occupied. 

Mr Mynderse lived to see .1 nourishing village 
spring from a forest. He did much to encourage its 
growth. The village park was his gift to the village 
and he was a generous patron of the .Academy which 
bears bis n.'ime— now part of tiie public school sys- 
tem. He contributed the site and furnished the 
greater part of the means for building the original 
building. 

Recollections: Hiram .M. Roberts. — "When I 
hrst came to Seneca halls about 1840," says Hiram 
.\1. Roberts, "there were imly two houses on the 
south side of the river east of Ovid street, one of 
them being known as the Mumford house now oiru- 
pied bv Mrs. Owen W. Smyth. The other house 
stood just below the present Gould shop. William 
Gaylord then conducted two meat markets, one im 
Canal street near Bridge street and the other on 
Ovid just north of the bridge. 
Three years later myself and 
mv cousin Truman B. John- 
son, bought one of Gaylord's 
markets which we conducted 
for about thirty years. In 
1840 practically all the busi- 
ness was done on the south 
side of the river, on liridge 
street, and Canal was the 
principal residence street. I 
remember the first steam cars 
that passed through here. 
.Among the early business 
men were John .Xeyhart, Mrs. 
Roberts's brother, w-ho con- 
ducted a "pop works' and 
bowling alley on Canal street. 
The late George B. Daniels 
conducted a grocery store (m 
Canal street near Bridge. 
Where the woolen mills now 
stand were several residences 
and where the Seneca I'alls 
Manufacturing Company's 
building is '^'incent .Matthews 
kept a meat market. .\ Mr. 
Tillman owned a raw mill 
which stood at the south end 
of the dam back of the 
National Advertising Com- 
pany's works, which was 
operated by a man named 
Samuel Smith who rolled the 
logs to the mill, one by one, bv 
hand. Both sides of Bridge 
street from the river bridge to Bayard street was built 
up with stores which did considerable retail business. 
The first bridge built on Bridge street went down a 
few years after I came here, with a stage coach and 
several passengers, one of whom was nearly killed. 
I remember the hotel called Washington Ha'll which 
stood on the site of the present Gould shop No. 1 on 
Ovid street." 

SENECA COUNTY CENTENNIAL 

On .March 2ql\\ next {1904) is the lootli anniver- 
sary of the oHicial organization of Seneca countv, 
Diedrich Willars writes. "Now is a good time," he 
adds, "to collect and preserve data as to its early 
settlement and history for preservation in the several 
towns." 
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The Presbyterian church is the oldest church 
organization in Seneca Falls, being nearly a century 
old. It was formed in 1807, only three vears after 
the county was organized. Rev. .ledediah Chapman 
of Cieneva, who was the pioneer missionary in these 
parts, organized what was then known as "The First 
Presbyterian Church of Junius" on .^ug. 10, 1807. 
The meeting of the presbytery for this organization 
was held in a barn owned by Col. Daniel Sayre which 
stood south of the turnpike on the hill a short dis- 
tance west of the old Cayuga bridge. There were 
four elders ordained, namely, Peter Miller, David 
Lunim, Stephen Crane and .lohn Pierson, and 
eighteen members were recorded. Ihe first pastor 
was Rev. John Stuart who was not installed until 
.-\ugust 24, 1808. F'or some years the services were 
held in a school house which stood on Cavuga street 
just south of the present church on the lot occupied 
bv the residence of Mr. O'Keefe. The present site 
was given to the society by Col. Mynderse and on 
^Sept. 17, 1817, a wood building was built by 
.lacob Hovey and Jabez Stark. In 1842 this building 
was removed to State street where it was long known 
as Concert Hall and where it still stands occupied by 
.Mr. E. J. Rvan as a furniture store. In that same 
year a brick building was erected on the same site 
by William Latham and occupied for nearly thirty 
vears. On Sept. 12, 1871, the corner stone of the 
present handsome and commodious edifice was laid 
during the pastorate of Rev. J. D. Krum, D. D. The 
building was erected by Ruel Taylor, who was not 
only a builder but had formerly been a minister. It 
was finished and dedicated on Jan. 4, 1873, the dedi- 
catory sermon being preached by Rev. .-^nson J. 
Upson, D. D., LL. D., then of .\lbany, and later 
Chancellor of the University of New York. The 
cost of the building was about S6o,ooo. It has been 
thus described: "The edifice is built in modern 
English Gothic style of pressed brick with cut stone 
arches. The frqnt is flanked by a large and small 
tower, the large tower being 166 feet in height and 
the small one go feet. The entrances in these 
towers open into a spacious vestibule from which 
are stairs to the auditorium and the basement. The 
front presents a Gothic gable with corbeled coping 
and beam tracery corresponding with the interior 



roiif work. In the lymp:imini of tlio gable is an 
plcgaiU i"(iM' window thirteen feet in diameter and 
filled with intricate tracery. The auditorium is 57 
by 84 feet, 24 feel high at Ih ■ sides, the whole being 
covered with .111 opt-n timber gotlii<- roof finished 
with ash. TIk' walls are richly frescoed and the 
windows are of rich stain-d glass. riie basement 
includes Simday school rooms, parlors and kitchen." 
In 181)8 a large two-manuel organ was placed by the 
W. W. Kintball Co. of Chicago, which has 4fi stops 
and iyo8 pipes and is finished in ciuartered oak and 
jnaliogany. In ii)02 a memorial window was placoil 
in memorv of .Mr. .ind Ms. S. S. Ciould by their 
children. It was made liy J. i!t I*. Lamb of .New 
York and is e.^quisite in design and color, represent- 
ing the resurrection. 

The following have served the church as pastors 
and stated supplies: Rev. John Stuart 181 2, Rev. C. 
Mosher 1813, Rev. Shiple^■ Wells i8i4-'i6, Kev S. 
.\I. Wheelock 1817, Rev. VVilliam Bacon i8i8-'22. 
Rev. \. (i. Orton, D. I), 1823-35, Rev. William dray 
i835-'38. Rev. Aaron Judson 1838-40, Rev. P. L. Vail 
i840-"43, Rev. H. P. Bogue i843-'48, Rev. Alexander 
McCall i849-'5i, Rev. Josiah Hopkins, D. D., 1851- 
'jj. Rev. Charles Rav i855-"56. Rev. William J. 
Jennings i857-'62. Rev". A. D. Eddy, D. D., i862-'64, 
Rev. J. D. Krum, D. U., i865-'79. Rev. L. H. Morey 
i88o-'88. Rev. E. H. Dickinson, D. D., 1889-97. The 
present pastor, Rev. H. Grant Person, was installed 
in June, 1898. During long interims the pulpit has 
been supplied by such men as Professors Hall, Gon- 
dii, Beecher and Riggs of .\uburn Theological 
Seminary and Rev. W. H. Webb, D. D., of Spring- 
field, Mass. 

The present elders are C. .-\. Hawley, LL. D., 
Joseph Kaul, E. J. Leonard, H. .\. Carmer, Esq., H. 
D. Knight, T. M. Sherman, H. Schoonmaker, M. D., 
and B. N. Baker; Trustees, S. S. Gould President, 
T. J. Yawger Sec'v, C. S. Hood Treasurer, H. C. 
Silsby, E. W. Addison and L. C. Strong. 

The church has long been noted in this region for 
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its strong Sunday school. For many years it was 
superintended by .Mr. C. -V. Hawley and Mr. S. S. 
Gould, and now Mr. H. .\. Carnier is the superin- 
tendent. 

'I"he Woman's .Missionary Society of the church 
was organized nearly thirtv years ago and is a strong 
missionary force at present. Mrs. Flias I^ester is .the 
president and the membership is larger to-day than 
e\cr before. They give to the support of a worker 
in both the Home and Foreign held and prepare 
bo.xes for schools. Their gifts some years reach 
about S500. 

.\nother very efTicient society in connection with 
the church is the Ring's Daughters. The history of 
this organization is as follows: In 1882 the Sunday 
school classes of Mis. E. B. Fancher and Mrs. E. W. 
-■Vddison formed a society of \\'illing Workers for 
service along the lines of practical Christianity. This 
society grew in numbers and efficiency till 1887 
when Mrs. C. .-\. Hawley formed her class into a 
circle of The King's Daughters which organization 
had been started in Xew York the vear previous. 
Soon after this the Willing Workers adopted the 
same name and joined the International Order of 
The King's Daughters. i\(rs. E. W. Addison was 
chosen the first president and served in this capacity 
till 1895. After this Mrs. H. D. Knight served three 
years, Miss Anna Maier one year. Miss Mary Cham- 
berlain two years, Mrs. W. H. Scollin one year and 
then in igo2 Mrs. .\ddison was elected again and 
still serves. The Society has over 125 members 
divided into eight circles. The second State conven- 
tion was held here under their auspices in 1902. The 
Society is a great force in the community, going 
beyond denominational lines and doing much prac- 
tical service in harmony with the motto, "Not to be 
ministered unto but to minister" and the watchword 
"In His Name." 

The Y. P. S. C. E. of the church was organized in 
1887 and the Junior C. E. in 1897. This organ- 
ization has done and is doing much for the develop- 
ment of christian character and is a fine training 
school for church membership and service. .Mr. B. 
R. Wells is the president at present. There are 
several other societies such as the German Sewing 
Society, the Church .Aid Society and bands that are 
helpful and inspiring. 

"The choir of the church is directed by Mr. C. S. 
Sanderson who produces a fine class of music and is 
constantly improving this department of the worship. 
Miss Wilhelmina Brown is the graceful and efficient 
organist and the quartet are Mrs. F. M. Severson, 
soprano. Miss Pauline .Meehan, contralto, Mr. James 
Schoonmaker, tenor and Mr. C. S. Sanderson, baritone. 

The church is to-day in a healthv condition and 
strong in all it's departments. It has a membership 
of 600, gave about §2.200 to benevolence last vear 
and about .$7,000 to all departments of work; is 
constantly having additions to membership and 
making improvements to property. It is grateful for 
it's past and faces the future with an earnest courage. 

Junius; Its Name— [By Diedrich Willers].— This 
town received the name in common with classical 
designations of the rest of the Military townships— 
from the word so popular at Rome in its zenith of 
power, and frequently the name of Roman celebreties; 
Lucius Junius Brutus and Marcus Junius Brutus for 
example. Junius was also the Latin for the sixth 
month of the year. 

Great notoriety was obtained for "the letters of 
Junius," a series of forty-five political letters appear- 
ing in the Public .Advertiser, a London newspaper, 
from 1769 to 1772, during the last vear of the admin- 
istration of the Duke of Grafton and the two first 
years of Lord North's. These letters treated of the 
"state, of the nation" and kindred subjects while 



opposing the British ministry and favoring the cause 
of civil liberty just prior to the .American revolution. 
The authorship of the letters was at the time a mat- 
ter of conjecture, and even now the name of the 
author has not been positively ascertained. 

Early Industries; the Manufacture of Wooden 
Pumps; the First Iron Pump: the First Rotary 
Steam I'"ire Engine; the Stove Regulator Industr}'. 

Wilhel'mus Mynderse started a saw mill in 1795, a 
flouring mill in 1796 and the second Hour mill in 
1807. A fulling mill near the present Rumsey sliops 
was built in 1806, work upon it beginning May 13. 
Andrew P. Tillman built the tannery, afterwards 
used bv Downs & Co. for manufacturing purposes, in 
1824. .Abram and Samuel Payne erected a flour mill 
on the upper level in 1825. 

P.\PER MILLS 

were run here in a building erected by Cliauiicey 
Marshall, G. V. Sackett and .Ansel Bascom in 1827 
until the building was burned in the fire of 1853, 
successively occupied by Marshall & Foreman, D. W. 
Foreman & Co., Sackett & Bebee and Jonathan 
Sackett. The site of the building was purchased by 
Cowing & Co., who built upon it a six-story build- 
ing in 1861. 

Judge Sackett built on the site afterwards occupied 
by the knitting mills, a cotton factnry in 1830 which 
Hezekiah Kelly carried on until i>34. It was after- 
wards occupied by Henry P. W^stcott & Co. for a 
sash factory. 

COOPERING 

was a large industrv in Seneca Falls before the 
packet service on the canal was discontinued. Hun- 
dreds of barrels were made weekly and shipped by 
canal as they were ordered by the salt men at Salina 
who in those days drew upon the entire statf. within 
a radius of a hundred miles for salt barrels. The 
earliest of coopers here were Benjamin Bates, Wm. 
Penoyer, Eli .Arnold, 1. Disbrow, John Crowell, Wm. 
Beaver, James Proudfoot and .Asa B. Southwell. 
The two last named got the cream of the business 
from 1835 to 1853. 

B0.\T BLII.DING 

With the completion of the Seneca canal and 
locks in this village in 18 ij came the boat building 
industry. The dry dock for launching and repairing 
boats was built in 1836 by Isaac Smith & Son. Asa 
Starkweather in 1838 leased the dry dock which he 
controlled in connection with a boat yard until his 
death in 1842. Then Thomas H. Kerr carried on 
the business until 1830, when it was conducted suc- 
cessively by Ransom Minor and Joshua Martin until 
1856. Boat building was then practically discon- 
tinued; and the yard and dock were converted into a 
coal yard by J. B. Johnson and E. 1'. Thomas. 

George McClary and Mr. Halliday in 1830 erected 
a machine shop on the north bank of the river near 
Ovid street bridge (later the site of Durnin's grocery). 
Henry Seymour bought out Halliday, and McClarj' 
& Seymour manufactured plows and threshing 
machines there until the business was swept away 
by the flood of June, 1836. McClary in 1837 with 
Abram Payne erected the stone machine shop and 
furnace on the upper level. 

.lohn Sheather built the "City Mills " in 1831. 

The Arnett stone mill was built in 1830. 

WHEN CLOCKS WERE M.^DE HERE 

Marshall & Adams in 1832 erected a building for 
the manufacture of clocks on the site afterwards 
occupied by Gleason & Bailey. They carried on the 
industry selling the clocks through agents traveling 
over the country until the death of Marshall — sup- 
posed to be suicide — in 1837. 
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John S. and James day in iiS37 started llip oil mill 
in the building in which Winchester K. I'i)\vell after- 
wards for fifty years manufactured sash and blinds. 

Horace C. and William C. Silsby and William 
Wheeler in iSjb erected the building near the lower 
bridge where they were associated in the manufacture 
of axes and mill pecks for si.v years. Horace C. who 
then went into mercantile pursuits, afterwards 
engaged more extensively in manufacturing, as will 
be seen later on. 

FIRST HASP IMRli E.S'GINE 

Thomas I. I'ayne, understood to be the first builder 
of pumps in Seneca falls, began that industry with 
Xoah Caldwell in 1839 in the building afterwards 
known as "the cultivator shop." They got into 
legal difficulties over the patents, and were put to 
much trouble and unusual expense to market their 
goods and in consequence discontinued the business. 
In the Same building, however, John P. Cowing 
having severed a previous partnership with Henry 
Seymour, engaged with Henry W. Seymour in 1847 
in the manufacture of pumps. It was here also that 
Cowing & Co., the lirm then including John A. 
Rumsey who entered in 1849, manufactured the first 
hand fire engine in the village. Mr. Cowing's earlier 
enterprise is described farther along. 

PCMP IXDLSTRV ESIABI.ISHED 

Abel Downs in 1840 started the pump industry 
and placed it on a firm footing, and to him is largely 
due the credit for establishing that industry in this 
village. He used the wing to the "old cotton fac- 
tory," afterwards called "the plaster mill," erecting a 
small furnace over the river, and employing five 
men. John W. Wheeler was foreman of the wood 
department and John Curtis the furnace. At the end 
of two years he went into mercantile business being 
succeeded by Wheeler & Kelly. 

THE FIRST IROX PIMP 

Mr. Downs, in 1844 in co-partnership with John 
W. Wheeler and Smith Briggs (Wheeler, Briggs & 
Co. I, purchased "the old stone shop," corner of Ovid 
and Green streets {built by Jeremiah Bennett & Co. 
in 183J and used by him for manufacturing carriages 
until 1840), and resumed the manufacture of pumps, 
using a steam engine, the first one employed by 
manufacturers in Seneca Falls for driving the 
machinery. Here in 1845 Mr. Downs made the first 
iron pump, which was perfected by Mr. Wheeler. 
Briggs about this time must have dropped out of the 
firm for it was then known as Wheeler & Downs, 
which was next (about the same time) changed to 
Downs, Mynderse & Co., Wheeler retiring and H. C. 
Silsby and Edward Mynderse coming in. In 1S46, 
previous to the last mentioned change in the firm, 
Washburn Race introduced his patent stove regulator 
and became a partner with Wheeler and Downs in 
its manufacture — Wheeler, Downs & Race making 
stove regulators and Wheeler & Downs pumps, in 
the same building. Then came Silsby & Mynderse, 
as already mentioned, taking Wheeler's and Downs' 
interests in stove regulators and Wheeler's and Race's 
interests in pumps, Wheeler retiring from both con- 
cerns. Both firms continued in the same building 
until the stove regulator works later went elsewhere, 
as will appear farther along. Seabury S. Gould 
purchased the interest of Mynderse in the pump 
works early in 1852 and in the fall of the same year 
that of Silsby, in the interim the firm being Downs, 
Silsby & Gould and finally Downs & Co. 

Such in brief is the history of the pump industry 
in this village, in its infancy. Its greater develop- 
ment — which is an interesting story continued from 
this point in the history of Goulds Manufacturing 
Co., that is told elsewhere — had now begun. Sea- 
bury S. Gould had come in to successfully inaugurate 
an era of remarkable expansion on top of an already 



phenominal growth which had been Inuiichcd "} 
Abel Downs. Beginning in 1840 with the employ- 
ment of five men and the consumption of a ton or 
two of iron a week, it had in ,1 few years worked up 
to the employment of Oo or 70 men and the consump- 
tion of four tons of iron daily. Downs & Co. 
engaged with Henry P. Wostcott in the sash and 
blind business in 1855. In 1858 Westcolt retired. 
The firm then began the manufacture of patent 
zinc wash boards, and during the war of i86i-'i 
filled government contracts for knit g<iods which 
were made here. Mr. Downs subsequentiv moved to 
New York City and died there. 

The story of the Seneca woolen mill which wa-- 
built in 1844, is told in another article in this work. 

riRST ROTARY STEAM FIRE ENGINE 

Horace C. Silsby, Washburn Race and Birdsall 
Holly, in 1851, erected the brick factory on the island 
and resumed the manufacture of stove regulators, also 
making rotary pumps. In this factory .Mr. Holly, in 
1855, supervised the manufacture of the first rotary 
steam fire engine. The same year Mynder^e pur- 
chased Races's interest in the factory and John Shoe- 
maker bought Holly's interest and the finn became 
Silsby, Mynderse & Co. 

John P. Cowing and Henry Seymour in 1840, occu- 
pying the old Marshal & Adams building, began the 
manufacture of pumps. Mr. Seymour afterwards 
erected a building on what is now the site of Rum- 
sey & Co.'s shops, into which Cowing & Seymour 
moved their plant in 1843. The firm was dissolved 
in 1847, Mr. Seymour continuing the business three 
years alone. 

Henry and Elisha Seymour in i85i-'6 manufactured 
trusses and supporters. John P. Cowing in the mean- 
time had formed a partnership with Henry W. 
Seymour, as already described. 

John A. Rumsey, Moses Rumsey and Warren J. 
Chatham entered into partnership Jan. 1864, and 
erected new works for the manufacture of pumps and 
fire apparatus— engines, hose carts, etc. These 
works stand today and are being run on a large scale 
by Rumsey & Co. 

E. P. Gleason in 1876 purchased the knitting mill 
property and orgrnized the Gleason knitting and 
manufacturing Co. This was afterwards the Cowing 
& Gleason Manufacturing Co.; then the Gleason & 
Bailey Manufacturing Co., manufacturing fire appa- 
tus and pumps. 

Cayuga Bridge; a Political Barometer — [Bv 
Diedrich Willers] — Old Cayuga bridge, crossing the 
outlet of Cayuga lake, in its palmy days was a well 
recognized landmark and in political circles long 
assumed the distinction of being the political mile 
post — a distinguishing line at which "the verdict of 
the people" at the elections wasemphaticallv spoken. 
As was the case for years afterwards with Harlem 
bridge — a barometer of elections — so in the pioneer 
days of Central and Western New York Cavuga 
bridge figured. 

The old eighth senate district with the greater part 
of the seventh senate district, as the same existed for 
twenty-five years prior to 1847, comprised that part 
of the state known as Western New York and 
embraced substantially the same territory as is now 
included in the seventh and eighth judicial districts. 
This part of the state gave a political majority 
usually adverse to the rest of the state. 

After any general elections if the stages — usually a 
couple of days or so afterwards — brought in news of 
an extra large majority west of Cayuga bridge, it 
was likely to determine the result in favor of the 
political party in the majority in Western New York. 

The name Cayuga bridge was long a real terror to 
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evil doers. The remark was often heard: "If that 
young man does not turn over a new leaf he 'will be 
taken across Cayuga bridge toll free," referring to 
transportation of prisoners to .\uburn prison from 
the west. 

St. Patrick's Catholic Church — The first mass 
in Seneca Falls was celebrated by Rev. Francis 
O'Donohoe, then located at Auburn, who had been 
invited to visit this and other neighboring places in 
the county, Oct. 4, 1835. The sacrifice was being 
offered in the house of Henry Graham on Center 
street, when the floor of the room which was small 
and was crowded with attendants, gave way and 
precipitated all into the cellar. Nobody was badly 
hurt. .A.S soon as an opening could be made in the 
cellar window Father O'Donohoe, who still clung to 
the chalice, led the waj' out and across the street 
where in James Hurley's house he finished the mass. 
.\t a meeting the same afternoon an organization 
was perfected with Henry Graham, John McGurn 
and Michael Flynn trustees, and James Hurley clerk. 
.■\ subscription of 8 129 was immediately raised, 
which was subsequently increased to $291.45 when 
a small building on Swaby street was purchased. 
During the ensuing winter services were held 
regularly, occasionally in the absence of Father 
O'Donohoe the congregation saying prayers and 
teaching the children the catechism. In .April. 1836, 
the church was dedicated as St. Jerome. 

Father O'Donohoe, whose mission e.xtended 
throughout Western New York, was succeeded by 
Father Grace, who was followed by Father Bradley, 
during whose ministration, in 1641, the church was 
enlarged. In 1845 Rev. Thomas O'Flaherty suc- 
ceeded him. The foundation of the new church, 
40x60 feet — the front part of the present edifice — 
was laid by Father O'Flaherty, the structure being 
completed by Rev. Wm. Carroll his successor who 
came in 1851. Judge Sackett contributed the site of 
the church. 

In February, 1848, Rt. Rev. John Timon, bishop 
of Buffalo, assisted by Fathers O'Flahertv and 
Sheridan gave a retreat to the people, lasting three 
days. Father Carroll was the first priest to reside in 
the parish. Father Welsh who came in 1854 
remained one year and was succeeded by Father 
Brady who was a young man and who gave renewed 
vigor to the new church. He started a debating 



society, organized a sodality of young ladies and 
founded a St. \'incent de Paul society which afforded 
much relief to the poor. He purchased the organ. 
He was an ardent temperance man. When the civil 
war broke out he went to the front as chaplain where 
his health gave way and his death soon followed. 

Rev. Chirles McMuUen was pastor from June, 1839, 
to \o\ember, i860 and was succeeded by Rev. James 
.McGlew who remained only five months. Rev. 
Edward McGowan, who followed him, remained 
until March, 1865, during which tijne he purchase<l 
the cemetery and built an .nddition to the church 
which then took the name St. Patrick. Rev. .Michael 
O'Brien remained a few months and Rev. Hugh 
Mulholland a year. Rev. Martin Kavanaugh served 
from August, 1866, to April, 1S69. Rev. L. A. Lam- 
bert was in charge a few months followed by Rev. 
Terrance Keenan, who died while here, .Aug. 16, 1870. 
Rev. Bernard McCool came in the following Novem- 
ber and remained until his death, February, 1879. 
Rev. George J. Osborne was here until March, 1886, 
and was succeeded by Rev. Wm. A. McDonald who 
remained until July, 1890. Rev. A. .M. O'Neil was in 
charge until February, 1891, when he was succeeded 
by Rev. Jarnes O'Connor the present pastor. The 
parish supports a parochial school in charge of the 
sisters of St. Joseph, which is of a high character. 

Father O'Connor's assistant is Rev. M. Dwyer who 
came here from thi-- Catholic seminary at Rochester 
in May, 1898. 

Father O'Connor was born in Wheatland, Monroe 
county, N. Y., April 8, 1S44. He was educated in 
the district schools and in Niagara university where 
he was graduated in 1867. The same year he was 
ordained priest and went to St. Mary's at Rochester 
as assistant. He was pastor at Weedsport one year, 
at Ovid over si.\ years and at St. Bridget's church, 
Rochester, fifteen years, coming to Seneca Falls from 
that parish. 

Nevrspapers of Seneca I'alls. — The first was 
"The Seneca Falls Journal, " established August, 
1829, by O. B. Clark and in 1831 transferred to 
Wilson X. Brown. In 1832 "The Journal" and "The 
Seneca Parmer" of Waterloo were consolidated and 
the name changed to "The Seneca Farmer and 
Seneca Falls Advertiser," thereafter published at 
Seneca Falls by William Child until 1835, at which 
time "The Seneca Falls' Register" was started by J. 
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K. Krnwn and published two ycirs. The "Seneca 
rarmer, abnve referred to was started by William 
Child at Waterloo in 1823. 

"The Seneca Coin\ty Courier' was established in 
i8jf) and continued <i prosperous sheet under the 
same name until absorbed in August, iqo2, by the 
Seneca Falls Journal," the history of both of which 
appear in another article. 

In 1839 an "association of gentlemen " established 
"The Seneca lalls Democrat," of which Josiah T. 
.Miller was the editor. Dennis Card was the fore- 
man and Stephen S. Viele, Kbenezer Ingalls and .lohn 
S. Bigelow were "fhe committee. " It suspended in 
1850. 

From 1840 to 1846 Ansel Bascom conducted "The 
Memorial," a legal home journal which was then 
discontinued. 

Mrs. Amelia Jenks Bloomer established "The 
Lily," the first woman's journal in the United States, 
.Ian. 1, 1847, which was removed to Mt. Vernon, O., 
in 1854. 

N. J. Millikin in 1848 established the "Free Soil 
Union." 

The Seneca Falls Reveille was established Jan. 7, 
i8j5, by Wilcoxen, Sherman & Baker. Its history 
appears elsewhere. 

"The Millenial Harbinger" was moved from Roch- 
ester to Seneca Falls about i860 and published here 
for a time by Thomas G. Newman. 

The "Seneca Falls Journal" was established in 
1885 by a stock company. 

Early Business. — [By Mrs. L. R. Sanford] — -The 
first store of any kind opened in Seneca Falls was in 
■79.1 when Col. Wilhelmus Mynderse built a double 
log house in the ravine just below the present residence 
of H. C. Silsby. One half was used as a store and 
the other half as a residence. Simon Chapman, a 
clerk for Col. Mynderse, afterwards became his suc- 
cessor in a building on the river side of Fall street, 
somewhere near the present site of the Episcopal- 
church, as shown on the map of Seneca Falls made 
in 181 7. This was the first store above the red mill. 
In 1828 Simon Chapman had 300 names on his 
ledger. He removed to Michigan in 1835 where he 
died. 

The second store was founded by Abijah Mann in 
1814, and in that year he built Mechanics hall, which 
stood on the lot now occupied by the business places 
of W. B. Lathrop, Ferd. Isenman, Mr. Vanderhoof 
and George Norton. 

The third store was kept by Henry Kellogg in the 
vicinitv of the hall. Silas Dean Slumlord had a 
store where the Seneca House now stands. He was 
very rich for those days and an influential man. He 
lived across the street and later built the house where 
.Mrs. Owen Smythe lives. John Isaacs succeeded 
Kellogg. Isaacs afterwards occupied the old brick 
building below the Chamberlain block, his family 
living in the rear of the store. 

In 1823 or 1824 -Abram and Samuel Payne opened 
a store in or near Mechanics hall. They built the 
brick house still standing on Fall street next to the 
rooms of the Silsby hose company, and moved into it 
as soon as it was finished with their stock of goods. 
Later they built the Clinton Mills. It is said that 
the father of these brothers came here in an early 
day, taking up a soldier's right of 640 acres, which 
extended nearly to "The Kingdom." They were 
interested in many early industries. One son, Henry, 
went to Cleveland and afterward became United 
States senator, his daughter marrying Williarn C. 
Whitney, secretary of the navy under President 
Cleveland. His son, Oliver H. Pajiie, was well 



known as a niillionairr with intercuts in the Standard 
Oil Compaiiv. .Xnother son, Joseph Payne lived in 
Seneca Falls many year-. 

John S. Gav uas one of nur early business men, 
born in Sharon. Conn., in iSo,. He rame to this 
place between 1S20 und 1823. He was interested in 
the hardware business, in milling and had for many 
years one of the many dry goods stores here. It 
occupied the site of Flanagan's bakery. 

Gen. Senter .\I. Giddingscame to Seneca Falls with 
his father in 1821. He built the store now occupied 
by Thomas B. Sharp & Son and opened a grocery 
and general store. He lived in the rear of the build- 
ing, the entrance for the family being on Ovid street 
as it is now. Gen. Giddings built the colonial house 
on the Terrace which was afterwards owned by John 
Shoemaker and then bought and torn down by John 
A. Rumsey. 

While president of the village, Gen. Giddings had 
Fall street lowered six feet, which created great 
excitement with the property owners, as the cellars 
became the first floor of their buildings and neces- 
sitated digging down into the bank to lay the 
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foundation for new cellars. The dirt taken from the 
hank was deposited in the ravine back of Mr. 
Hoskins store where the Masonic Temple now stands. 
Gen. Giddings received his title from his connection 
with the State Artillery. He had on his staff Major 
Downs, Mr. Charles Mynderse, Mr. H. C. Silsbv and 
.Mr. Charles Thompson. Their duty was to inspect 
the companies at Auburn, Geneva, Naples and other 
places. They always traveled in carriages and their 
baggage was taken in a wagon driven by Sol Butler. 
Erastus Partridge, who lived here so many years 
estabbshed a general store in Mechanics Hall in 
April, 1824, under the management of a Mr. Shaw, 
who in 1826 became his partner. The store was 
eighteen feet square and the rent was S4.00 a month. 
In the spring of 1837 Mr. William B. Lathrop came 
here to enter this store remaining five years, when he 
went to Montezuma and conducted a store for Mr. 
Partridge a number of years finally returning and 
buying the establishment. Mr. Partridge established 
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a bank in tlie foriier of liis store in 184S. Up to that 
time all banking was done in Waterloo or Geneva. 
In 1858 he built the present bank and moved into it. 
His banking business expanded and finding his store 
inadequate Mr. Partridge bought of Ebene/.er Ingalls 
lot No. 160 and in 1838 built the present structure 
and moved into it. Lot No. ido was deeded to Mr. 
Ingalls March i, 1824 by .lames C. Robinson and 
wife who also .sold him lot No. 161 now owned by 
Mrs. Sarah Beck. Mr. Partridge bought of Noah 
and Nancy .Morris, Feb. 17, 1830, lot No. 159, the 
property now occupied by the McKeon liardware 
store. As early as 1837 Mr. Partridge built his home 
on Cayuga street where he lived until his death. It 
is owned by .Mrs. Caroline Cook and is a hne speci- 
men of Kirly architecture. 

The merchant Avhose niemorv is greenest owing to 
the many years he lived with us, is Mr. Charles L. 
Hoskins, who came here in 1828 from Bearytown and 
occupied a little frame store on the present site of 
the Hoskins block. The store like all of that day 



standins:. In the <orner store Slorrs I'v: Pardee 
opened .1 very attractive and po])idar dry goods 
store. Storrh did not remain very long. Pardee 
carried on the busine-s for some years. He finally 
became srreatlv interested in Sunday school work and 
was known all over the state. 

Dr. Brown built the brick store east of the .Monroe 
grocery. No. 3 f>f his block was occupied in 182c) by ' 
George F,. Freeman & Co. who sent out large posters 
announcing their advent with a large stock of dry 
goods, crockerv, glass ware, drugs, liquors, boots and 
shoes, which th?y state was the largest stock in 
western .New York. The printing of the bill was 
done by O. B. Clark and is embellished by the god- 
dess of fortune emptving her cornucopia of specie 
into the coffers of the company. 

William Pollard came here when a child with his 
father's familv in 1819 and in earlv life engaged in 
the grocery business in .Mechanics hal! and was there 
when that Isnd mark was burned in 1859. 

In 1821 Jedediah Coleman lived at the lake. He 
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was a primitive department store. There was then 
no stores between Mr. Hoskins and the block after- 
ward owned by Sidney Monroe. His house was at 
the rear of his store some distance from the street 
facing Cayuga street. His barn was down in the 
ravine. There was a lawn around the house and 
store. This lawn was occasionally the resting place 
for a day of Indians who lived down the river and 
they always attracted the idlers of the town. 

On his ledger of 1828, we find the familiar names 
Halsey, Woodworth, Long, Ralph Summers, Samuel 
Stowell, Gay, Van Cleef, Penoyar, Larzelere, Bur- 
roughs, .Metcalf, Sackett, Seekels, Edwards, Sander- 
son, Tyler, Babcock, Boardman, Crane, Chamber- 
lain, Bockoven, Beech, Usher, Pollard. Not a great 
deal of money was in circulation. Purchases in the 
majority of cases were paid for in trade. 

At the C(jrner of Ovid and Fall streets, where 
stands one of our Raines hotels, was a blacksmith 
shop; this was superseded by the brick block now 



was a saddler and harness maker. In 1S26 his com- 
petence was suflirient to enable him to come to 
Seneca Falls and build the first brick building on the 
north side of the river. In the front of the house he 
had his work and show rooms: in the back part and 
over it his family lived. The house was vellow 
brick and stood on the site of the present store of 
J. H. and G. B: Crowell. 

The first jeweler in town was John P. Fairchilds 
in 1828. He was succeeded by William Garret and 
then W. E. Williams. 

The first drug store is credited to a Dr. Deming in 
1828 but in that same year Dr. Brown built a brick 
block mentioned and had a drug store. 

The first hardware store was kept by James Gav 
and a .Mr. Odgen, in the store now occupied bv 
.McKeon's hardware business. James Gav lived in 
the house now occupied by the Sisters liext to the 
Catholic school. When .Mr. Hoskins built his second 
store he w.-,s joined by Charles and Edward Mvnderse 
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wlio with him built the blork which preceded the 
present structure. Charles M\nderse opened in one 
of the stores the hardware trade, but soon sold out 
to Silsby & Downs, then it became Silsby iS; Snyder, 
then Silsl)y & Burt, then Langworthv, Daniels & 
Burt, then Langworthy & Burt, then William Lang- 
worthy and now Story & Stiong. 

.-\t one time Center street crossed Canal street 
to the river. Whiting Race, so far as 1 can learn, 
had the lirst lumber yard in town, which occupied 
the east side of Center street between Canal street 
and the river on land now owned by the woolen 
mills company. 

In an early day Canal street was used for business 
purposes. It was there that Sackett & Van Rensselaer 
had a general store, standing on lot No. y. This lot, 
containing 600 acres, was originally a revolution- 
arv soldier's grant by the state to .Abram '^'an 
.Amburgh. 

John P. Coining was born in Senecfi, Ontario 
Co., Feb. 26, 1807, the youngest of twenty-one 
children. He was rt lineal descendant of Thomas 
Rogers who was a passenger on the good ship 
'•Mayflower;" also of Henry Sampson, who came 
with his "cossens," the Tilleys on the same ship. 
His father James Cowing, born in 1740, was in the 
revolutionary war, enlisted 
from old Plymouth. He 
moved to Seneca, Ontario Co., 
in 1800, and ran a line of 
packets from Albany to 
Buffalo from 1835 to 1838. 
John P. Cowing married 
Elizabeth Malay of Ontario 
Co., Jan. 1, 1833, and they 
had two sons and four daugh- 
ters. Mr. Cowing came to 
Seneca Falls in i8i).o and 
bought out Paine & Caldwell, 
manufacturers of wooden 
pumps. Soon after, Henry 
Seymour became associated 
with Mr. Cowing and in old Print. THE 



lS.|7 was succeeded I)\" I lern'v W. Si*)'ni()ur. In 1849 
.lohn .\, Ruuiscy \v,i^ addcil lo the lirm. In iKv) 
Henry \V. Scvnutur retired and John I*. Cowing took 
into the partnership his son>, I'hilo and (ieorge. In 
i8(^ John A. Runisi'v retired. Father and S(mis 
carried on the business until 1875 when, through no 
fault of Mr. Cowing who managed the business, 
linancial reverses swept away the greater part of his 
property forcing him lo retire from active business. 
The Cowing shops were several times burned and 
were again and again rebuilt. The first lire was in 
.\pril, 1849, and the ne.vt in December following. 
In January, 1831. their furnace was again burned. 
They also sulTered in the great lire of 1853. In 1858 
.Messrs. Cowing purchased the site of the old sash 
factory and erected a building in which they manu- 
factured lire engines. The large six story building 
on the paper mill site was erected in 1861 by John P. 
Cowing. Rarely an enterprise ever met with so 
manv ditlicidties and re\'eises as that of Cowing ;?t 
Co. But .Mr. Cowing with an indomitable will, 
honesty of purpose and e.vceptional energy recovered 
from each blow and each time builded on a greater 
scale. It was said to his credit that he took no 
advantage of his creditors to save himself from 
financial ruin. He died .May 13, 1879. Two daugh- 
ters living in Seneca F'alls survive him, .Miss Janet 
and .Miss Elizabeth Cowing. 

Luke Suretland's captivity .among the Seneca 
Indians, a very rare and remarkable experience, 
possesses all of a local interest in Seneca county since 
he was most of the time kept at Kendaia (.4.pplc- 
town) near the east shore of Seneca lake. .\ot that 
he was confined. On the contrary. He had utmost 
liberty. He went off through the woods long dist- 
ances alone. Many of his trips were to Skoiyase 
[Waterloo] to procure fish and to the salt springs at 
Cayuga outlet for salt. Yet he was as fieipless to 
effect his escape as though placed behind bars. Hun- 
dreds of miles of forest lay between him and his white 
friends. No one except the hardiest could venture 
without supplies to traverse these broad, difficult 
forests and hills. Swetland, midst fields atid orchards 
of ripening grain and fruit, was kept on meager sus- 
tenance until his weakness was the effective barrier 
to his escape. He was captured in .August, i778,and 
released in September, 1779, by den. Sullivan. 

Captured in Pennsylvania he was put through con- 
siderable hardships until he reached .Appletown and 
was adopted by an old Indian woman as her grand- 
son. He soon became a favorite with the village. 
Finally he was taken to the west of Seneca lake 
where he twice started alone to make his way to the 
settlements, once on horseback, but both times failed 
for lack of strength and returned to his Indian grand- 
mother where he was received with roval welcome. 
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Borrowed Cut. H. C. SILSBV. 

Survivor of the Earliest ot Seneca Falls Manufacturers. 

Horace C. Silsby came to Seneca Falls in the 
spring of 1836 and engaged in the manufacture of 
axes, mill pecks and edge tools in company with his 
brother William C. Silsby and his brother-in-law- 
William Wheeler. .They erected a building near the 
lower bridge for the main works, grinding and finish- 
ing in an old fulling mill on the present 
site of Littlejohn'-s marble works. H. C. Silsby dis- 
posed of his interest in this plant in 1842 and pur- 
chased the dry goods store of Senter M. Giddings. 
Two or three years later he bought Charles D. 
Mynderse's interest in the hardware business which 
he owned several years. Mr. Silsby was also a 
partner in the firm of Silsby, Mynderse & Co. manu- 
facturers of stove regulators; in the firm Downs, 
Mynderse & Co. manufacturers of pumps; also with 
Washburn Race and Birdsall Hollv in the manufac- 
ture of stove regulators, rotary pumps and, later, 
rotary steam fire engines. 

Henry Stovrell, editor and proprietor of the 
Seneca Falls Reveille, who has published and edited 
a newspaper longer than any other man in Seneca 
countj', has to his credit a continuous service in the 
publication and editorship of the Reveille of over 
forty-five years. Mr. Stowell tO"k that paper when 
it was four years old and he has made it what it is 
today, a clean, spirited, influential family journal 
with a circulation going into every neighborhood in 
the county and following hundreds of people all 
over the country who are intere;'.ed in the village. 
The Reveille has obtained that commanding inlluence 
in home affairs which has ever been the purpose of 
Mr. Stowell to give it, through the pride he has taken 
in making the journal a reliable, comprehensive and 
first of all local newspaper: always positive and con- 
servative in his editorial iitternnces; firm in a 
conviction and active in support of the best interests 
of town and county. 

From the beginning his idea ha? been to dig out 
and preserve all that is of value relating to the 
history of the community and during the first vear 
of his connection with the paper he ran a series of 
articles on local historical subjects which from time 
to time in later years he has continued. This has 
taken a great deal of his time, always devoting his 
personal efforts to making this work comprehensive 
and accurate. It may be fairly stated tliat .the 
material he has gleaned has r??ci'.ed from oblivion 



much ihat is import.inl and on the whole lias fur- 
nished the basis of about all of local history that has 
been written and printed. At the centennial celebra- 
tion of the settlement at Seneca Falls, .Mr. Stowell 
was the historian. 

-\ history of Seneca I'alls could not be written 
xvithout reference to Henry Stowell whose personal 
efforts have most generally been enlisted in public 
affairs. . One jjurpose has ever actuated him in a 
connection of over a third of a century with the 
Board of Education, and that is to give Seneca Falls 
the best public school system that can be obtained. 
With this end in view he has worked early and late, 
raising his voice and wielding his pen for modern 
and ably conducted schools. 

Henry Stowell, the son of Samuel and Anna Gough 
Stowell who came to Seneca Falls and located in the 
latter part of the "twenties," three-quarters of a 
century ago, was born in Bradford Co., Pa., in 1834, 
during the short period of residence which his parents 
took up there. But they returned very soon after to 
Seneca Falls and from his earliest childhood Henry 
Stowell has resided in this village. His father came 
here from Brainbridge, Chenango Co., N. Y., as fore- 
man on the construction of the canal locks. He was 
one of the early public school teachers of the place. 
In later years he went into the lumbering business in 
Pennsylvania where he died. 

Henry Stowell attended the district school in 
Seneca I'alls and, at an early age. worked as a 
machinist for Downs & Co., and later for Silsby, 
.Mynderse & Co. When he was 17 years old he began 
contributing articles on current topics to the local 
papers. 

On Jan 7, 1855, Wilcoxen, Sherman & Baker 
started the Seneca Falls Reveille and the following 
year the first named bought out his partners. It was 
about this time that "knownothingism" was ram- 
pant, and the paper which bore the name of .Ameri- 
can Reveille was the organ of that party. On Jan. 1, 
tSjg, having bought the paper from Judge Wilcoxen, 
Henry Stowell and A. P. Holly took possession, as 
partners, the former taking the editorial chair. The 
name was then changed to the Seneca Falls Reveille, 
the paper was enlarged from seven to eight columns, 
the editorial and local pages were introduced as the 
most important features of the publication and its 
political policy, ever since faithfully maintained, was 
that of a firm and uncompromising democratic paper, 
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HEXKY STOWELL. 
Editor and Proprietor Seneca Falls lleveille. 
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OFFICERS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Horace Rumsey, Chief. 

A. C. Sackett, Second Assistant Cliief. 

M. E. Reagan, First Assistant Ctiief. 

always supporting the local, state and national 
tickets of tliat party without flinching. In this 
respect Mr. Stowell and the Reveille have obtained 
an accorded position in the councils of the party and 
aiTiong the party newspapers of the state. He has 
frequently represented his party in state and national, 
as well as local, conventions and was a delegat'^ at 
the convention in Baltimore in 1872 which nomi- 
nated Horace Greeley for president. He was a 
member of the Democratic State committee from his 
congressional district for two years. Mr. Stowell is 
equally well known to the editorial f ternity, having 
been a member of the New York State Press .\ssix~i- 
ation since i8jg and president of that body in iS^i. 
frequently representing the asso- 
ciation at National editorial 
conventions. President Cleve- 
land during his first term ap- 
pointed Mr. Stowell postmaster 
at Seneca Falls, but at his own 
request the president withdrew 
the nomination from the senate, 
Mr. .Stowell in the meantime, 
about ten months, serving in the 
position. During .Mr. Cleveland's 
second term .Mr. Stowell received 
the appointment of postmaster 
for the second time, Dec. 19, 
iSg^, and was confirmed, holding 
the ofTice during the full term of 
f(jur years. 

In 1893 Governor Flower ap- 
pointed him as one of three com- 
missioners to represent the 
Seventh judici-il district at the 
World's E.xposition in Chicago. 

He has served as a member of 
the village board of trustees and 
in 1874 was elected president of 
the village serving as such two 
years. Since 1868 he has served 
continu<jusly on the board of 
education, of which he was presi- 
dent four terms, and during that 
time two new schools and the 
academy have been constructed. 

.Mr. Stowell is a member of the 
.Masonic lodge with which he has 



The Fire Department of Seneca Falls consists 
of three steamers, a hook and ladder and a fire patrol 
compan\'. be-,ides the well organized force of Tire 
fighters and apparatus in the shops. Each company 
is manned bv paid men. The executive control of 
the department is lodged with three commissioners, 
now Clarence 'Williams, .M. IC. Hani in and John 
Leiler. The work of the department is din-cted by 
three competent men, Horace Rumsey the chief and 
his two assistants. 

Engine Co. No. 2. — "A company to lire engine 
.No. "" was organized by the Ixjard of village trus- 
tees on .luly 12, 1837, to be knowm as ICngine Co. No. 
2, and the following were named by resolution: 
William .-Xmett foreman, Oliver S. Latham first and 
Nathan S. Congdon second assistants foremen, Wil- 
liam E. Starr secretarv and Charles I,. Hoskins trea- 
surer: including as first list of members .lames li. G. 
Downs, John \V. Dickerson, William R. Goetchins, 
John T. .-^ndrus, William .-\. Sacket, Henry Hayden 
and Edwin .M. Conklin. The names added to the 
roll during the ensuing three months, July and 
September, 1837, were O. R. Watson, Joshua Martin, 
George Stetcher, I. A. McBaine, Jacob Smith, Gre- 
gory J. Grant, Silas Hewitt, vVrn. Brett, Abel Downs, 
!•'. H. Marshall, George B. Foster, John Curtis, Henry 
W. Sevmour, Thomas J. Miller, Walstein Failing and 
Edmund W. .\dams. 

George H. McClary at a subsequent meeting in 
July, 1S37, was appointed chief engineer and Edward 
S. Latham and George B. Daniels, first and second 
assistants. 

Rescue Company No. 3 was organized on July 
10, 1842, at a meeting where the following were 
elected officers: F'oreman, William Arnett: First 




been connected since he was 21 
vears old. .Mrs. Stowell was Susan 
H. Stone. .Mr. and -Mrs. Stowell 
have one daughter, Maud. 



Old Pictures. 

RESCUE CO., No. 3 (top)— John H. O'Brien, foreman, is on the step; John 
Lacey, assistant, is behind lilm. Arthur McGuire, at left of foreman; Wm. 
McGraw at left of McGuire. Richard Magill in the rear on tlie right. John 
McGuiro uuit to Mat^lii; George Ulce next to John McGuire; Wm. Barton, 
driver. 

STEAMER CO. No. 3— John Crquhart, engineer; Daniel Stahlneoker, 
stoker; Charies Mathews, driver. 
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Assistant I''orcnian, Wnlstein Failing: St^cdnd 
Assistant Foreman, Gciirge R. Cliaso; SptTetar\', \V 
I.angworth)'; Treasurer, .\. I'. Chamberlain. Tlii' 
uniform then adopted and worn for some time con- 
sisted of a black h.nt liearin? .1 hrass plate with 
"Rescue" upon the plate, a red (lannel shirt uitli 
velvet facings and dark blue pilot cloth pantaloons 
trimmed with India rubber cloth. The records show 
the following names of members, dares of enlistment 
and in some cases what became of them. 

Enlisted [ulv, 25, 184:! — W. .\rnett, W. B. Maynard 
(died Marcli Rj iSjf.). 0. R. Could, Thomas trass, 
George .X. \^an Cleef. Itayard Miller (died .March 2, 
iSjO), Stephen jiaker, Wm. I.angworthy (discharged 
.\pril 12, 1850), R. G. Xoyes, I". \'. Chamberlain, A. 
I.. Burritt (dis. April. 1843), C. Kenyon (expelled 
Sept. 4, 1845), C. B. Kuler, John Leach (dis. Sept. 4, 
1845), \Villiarn Keith, Wm. Clark (exp. June, 1843), 
.■\lfred Wood, Washburn Race, James Sanderson, Jr., 



Coleman, J. X. Fnderhill. Enlisted July, 1843— 
John .Millin (exp. October, 1843. 

i;nlisted .\pril 4, 1844 — Francis F. Carr, Edwin J. 
Tyler, Isaac Patchen. ICnlisted June j, 1843 — Gabriel 
Scott. Enlisted Julv 7, 1845 — Peter .\. l)ey. 
Ivniisted Sept. 5, 1845 — Jacob ' H. Cool. I'lnlisted 
July, 184C— S. n. Woodhull. 

Red Rover — "The Rumseyville Fire Department 
of the village of Seneca Falls," was the name of an 
organization, or lire company, organized Oct. 25, 
1874. The first ofhcers elected were: Foreman. 
William Whitney; First .Assistant I'oreman, Ed. 
Gould; Second .\ssistant Foreman, M. L. Nichols: 
Secretary, C. Morris; 'Ireasurer, K. F. Mather. 

On l'"eb. 3, 1873, the name was changed to Red 
Rover Fire Co. No. 2. 

On Nov. II, 1884, the name was again changed to 
Gleason Fire Patrol No. 2. In the preceding August 
the Gleason Manufacturing Co. had paid the expenses 
of the company to Itica. Henrv Casey was fore- 




Pruden, Photo. STEAMEU CO. NU. 1. 

„r ,^°^®Ht McKeon, foreman; Hugh Gilmore. assistant foreman; Spencer Kovston, bosemnn; Wm Allman. 
Wallace Cushman, Andrew McArdle. eng-imer; Daniel Wlialen, Patrick Rvan. Sioltev; Patrick laicker Frank 
HoJben, Frank Henderson, Charles Mathuws, drivei-. 



George R. Chase, John W. Conklin. Isaac \'an Tassel, 
.fames Denison (dis. .-\pril, 184:5). Flavins [. Mills 
(dis. January, 1843, re-elected July (>, 1843I, H. j. 
Elliott, 1). C. Bloomer, .\. E. Chamberlain, Isaac H. 
.\rnett, John Jay Davis, Samuel Bellows, Charles 
Frcmt, Edward Mynderse (dis.l, Walstein Failing 
(dis. September, 18421. W. .Magay (dis. Septembe.-, 
1842). I'lnlisted Aug. 13, 1842— Joseph O.sborn (dis. 
.•\pril, 1843).- Enlisted Sept. 20, 1842— Smith Briggs, 
Oliver S. Latham, .-\. Ouackenbush (dis. 1847), D. V. 
Sacket (dis. i8.|.7). Enlisted Nov. 3, 1842 — .\. K. 
Townsend, Daniel Cole. Enlisted Jan., 1845— .M.J. 
Smith (dis. .April, 1843). Enlisted Februarv," 18.13 — 
C. £. Wheeler, 15arnev I'ravis. 

F:nlisted April, 1843— Henry Carpenter. C. C. 



man at the time of the cjiange of name. The com- 
pany adopted black pants and red shirts in the 
beginning which were worn some time. The first 
members of the RumspvviUe companv in 1874 were 
W. H. Whitney. J. McBride, Jr., 0. Havens. Jr., 
George Feek, .M. I.. Nichols, X. !■•. .Mather, X. F. 
Schuyler, C. .Morris, David Ward, J. G. Morris, Wm. 
T'rutig, Peter Barrett, James Barton, Jol.n Tro- 
bridge, Wm. .Milford, Orion Hawes, G. Gregorv. 
H. \'. Mathews, Robert Royston, Ed Gould, S. Tro- 
bridge, W. F Crawford, J. 'O. Lewis, Wm. ICaston. 
G. M. Timmerman, James Holmes, E. .\ddison, John 
J. Clark, Charles Talllinger, F. Troutman, Charles 
Barratt, Charles Graham, James IJrocum, George 
Barrett, H. Moshier, R. Place, G. Race, B. Green, P. 
Bilby, H. Hebner, C. .M. Feek, Wm. King, Foster 
.Mepingliam, James Rudily. 
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OFFICERS OF THE COUEIBH-JO0RNAL CO. 
W. J. Pollard, President. 
Harry M. Glen, V loe-Presldent. 

James K. Eastuian, Secretary. 

The Courier- Journal represents the consolida- 
liiin of two of the best of local newspapers in Seneca 
county which in its present form and management is 
the recognized leading Republican paper of this sec- 
tion of the state; a newspaper of tona and character' 
combining the reputation of the long ago established 
Seneca Falls Courier with its firm hold on the affec- 
tions of readers many of whom ha\e had it in the 
family for nearly three-quarters of a century, with 
the youthful, vigorous dash and enterprise of the 
more modern Seneca Falls Journal. The c<insolida- 
tion of these journals was effected in .\ugust, 1902, 
when the Journal Publishing Co. bought the 
material, fixtures and good will of the venerable 
Courier. It was plainly a step in the interest of the 
community as well as of the local Republican partv 
which both papers had faithfully supported, and the 
result, showing a constant increase in its business 
and a growing power upon the community, has 
given evidence that the step was rightly taken. The 
Courier-Journal Publishing Co. is composed of Wm. 
J. Pollard, president and editor, Harry M. Glen, the 
present postmaster of the village, treasurer and James 
K. Eastman, vice president and secretary. The oHice 
is well equipped and has an e.xcellent job printing 
plant. 

William J. Pollard was born in Seneca Falls Jan. 
8, 1801, and was educated in the village school and 
Union College, being graduated from the latter in 
1882. The following year he married .A.lice IS. 
Daniels of Seneca Falls. I'or a few years he was 
superintendent and foreman in the Rumsey Manu- 
facturing Co. and later connected with the American 
Globe and School Supply Co. In 1843 he and James 
K. Eastman bought out the Seneca Falls Journal, 
the former taking editorial management of the paper 
in which position he has continued on d.iwn through 
the consolidation. .Mr. Pollard is rect)gnized as one 
of the active, zealous Republican workers in Seneca 
Falls. He was appointed assistant postmaster in 
1899 serving the usual term in that position. He has 
filled the office of supervisor two terms and was for 
five years one of the board of managers of the state 
hospital at Willard. He is a member of the Masonic 
lodge and Maccabees. 

Harry M. Glen is one of the active Republicans of 
the county whose services in behalf of his party have 
covered a considerable period of time. The recogni- 
tion of his activity in the party came from the late 
President McKinley who in 1899 appointed him post- 
master at Seneca Falls, a position he has since filled 
with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the 
community. -Mr. Glen represented Seneca county in 
the assembly at .'\lbany in i894-'5 and in 1897, at a 
time when the county was regarded as democratic. 
He was assigned to good positions on prominent 



working committees, being the chairman of the com- 
mittee on printing in the legislature of 1897, .Mr 
Glen comes from an old Xi"w York city family. His 
grandfather E. .M. I\. Glen also served in the state 
legislature, an assemblyman in iSdq-'jo. .\Ir. Glen 
at one time lived at .Medina, O., and for some years 
resided at Oshana, Canada, being associated in the 
hardware business with his uncle V. W. Glen who 
was a member of the Canadian parliament for fifteen 
years. Harry Glen afterwards engaged in business 
in Rochester and later in Hinghamton, locating in 
Seneca Falls in the spring of iNcjO where for a few 
years he was in the emplov of Goulds Manufacturing 
Co. 

James K. Eastman was born and educated in Seneca 
Falls. He is a practical printer, having learned his 
trade in the old Courier and the Reveille olTices. He 
is a member of the Masonic order and the Knights of 
Pythias and has been through all of the chairs in the 
local lodge of the latter fraternity. 

The Seneca County Courier was established in 
1836 by Isaac Fuller and O. H. Piatt. Those who 
since then have been connected with that paper as 
editors and publishers were N. J. .MiUikin, Dexter C. 
Bloomer, John L. Da\is, Sylvester Pew, Foster & 
Judd, H. W. Knight, Simeon Holton, Col. A. S. 
Baker, State Senator Henry Marshall of Brooklyn, 
A. H. Comstock, Charles T. .Andrews, Wra. V. Van- 
Rensselaer and the late Gen. Henry T. Koyes, of 
Rochester, who was the principal owner of the 
Courier for several years. 

The Seneca Falls Journal was established in 1885 
by a stock company. X. P>. Stevens, the first editor 
was a member of the company. He was succeeded 
at his death as editor by the late Col. .\. S. Baker 
who in turn was succeeded by .Mr. Pollard with the 
change in ownership of the paper. 

The Pre-emption Line, the present western 
boundary of Seneca county from Wayne countv 
nearly to the head of Seneca lake, was so called as 
defining the line west of which the >rate of .Massa- 
chusetts possessed the right to purchase from the 
Indians. Two surveys, known as "the old" and "the 
new" pre-emption lines, were made fri^ni the state of 
Pennsylvania to Lake Ontario. The first few miles 
of the southern end the two lines were merged, 
diverging in Chemung county and gradually separ- 
ating, each keeping a direct course slightly inclined 
respectively east and west until, reaching Lake 
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HARRY M. GLEN, Postmaster. 



f>4 



"GRIP'S" HISTORICAL SOUVEN'IR OF SEN'ECA FALLS. 



Ontario, they were 3^ miles apart. The first survey, 
the "old line" rested on the lake west of Sodus vil- 
lage, the other passed through the renter of Sodus 
Bay. At the foot of Seneca lake they were a mile 
and a quarter apart. 

The history of these lines is brielly as follows: 

Before the settlement of western New York Massa- 
chusetts claimed title to all of that section of New 
York state west of Seneca lake, comprising more 
than six millions acres of land, now embracing all of 
thirteen counties and parts of three others. This 
claim rested on a charter granted Plymouth colony 
by the English crown. New York disputing the 
claim, comrnissioners were named from both states 
and their verdict was decisive. They gave Massa- 
chusetts the pre-emptive right to proprietorship of 
the land and New York territorial jurisdiction and 
sovereignty over the same. The derision was made 
and took effect at Hartford, Ct., Dec. 16, 1786. 
Then followed the sale of most of this land to Oliver 
Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham, subsequently trans- 
ferred to Robert Morris and then to Sir William 
Pultenay, a resident of Great Britian. As aliens 
could not hold lands in this country at that time, 
Pultenay sent over Col. Charles Williamson, his 
agent, who became naturalized and took title in his 
own name. 

In consequence of the Hartford decision a survev 
waa made in i788-'9 — the "old line" — which was run 
west of Seneca lake on the average of about a mile. 
1'his survey was rejected, on the ground that it had 
been made west of the natural line through the 
intrigues of Indian traders at the foot of Seneca lake, 
and the new survey — "the new line" — was run m 
i7qi-'2. 

The old line crossed into Yates county on the 
boundary line between the towns of Barrington and 
Starkey and crossed the towns of Milo, Torrey and 
Benton, passing into Ontario county and at the 
hamlet of Bellona striking the highway which runs 
directly north as far as Lyons in Wayne countv, 
which it followed to that village, then proceeded 
north to the lake. It passed through the village of 
Geneva on the west. 

The new pre-emption line entered Yates countv in 
the town of Starkey a half mile west of Barnes, then 
passed through the west skirts of the villages of 
Himrod and Dresden striking Seneca lake three 
miles north of Dresden. Then it followed the west 
shore to the foot of the lake and from there followed 
the present western boundary of Seneca county, and 
in Wayne county the boundary between the towns of 
Lyons and Sodus on the west and Galen, Rose and 
Huron on the east, north to the lake. 

Land Oirners, originally, of Seneea Falls, were 
chiefly members of the so-called Bayard Company, 
("described elsewhere]. Their first purchase was 100 
acres of the state on the north side of the river — 
substantially the present First ward of the village, 
the price paid being §2,800. In 1798, four years 
later, the company purchased lot No. 6 of the Cayuga 
reservation, lying on the south side of the river, con- 
taining 250 acres. Then, in i8oq, they added 630 
acres, lot No. q, previously owned by Aaron Burr. 
In 1816 they purchased of the heirs of Thomas Grant 
450 acres, lot No. 86, giving them the aggregate of 
14.50 acres— both sides of the river embracing all the 
water power. When in 1825 the company dissolved 
the land was parcelled among the five members, 
Robert Troup, Nicholas Gouverneur, Stephen N. 
Bayard, Flkanah Watson and Wilhelmus Mynderse. 

Garry \'. Sacket, Ansel Bascom aad .-\ndrew P. 
Tillman in 1827 made an extensive purchase of land 
on the south side of the river and cut it up into 
village lots. 



SENECA FALLS CENTENNIAL 

Citizens of Seneca Falls celebrated the centennial 
of the village, July 4, 1887. Henry Stowell, the 
historian of the day, delivered a comprehensive and 
carefully prepared address taking step by step the 
history of the community from the beginning, com- 
prising about all known facts therein, and fully 
detailing the best and mrjst important events. .Much 
material has been drawn from this masterful effort 
for The Souvenir, including early industries and 
profession,. 

On the occasion referred to the village was hand- 
somely decorated. .A "Pioneer procession" began 
the day's programme which furnished much amuse- 
ment. .A.n "Industrial parade" in the afternoon 
brought out an elaborate exhibition of the products 
of the village, of which Maj. B. A. Wessell was 
marshal. 

The military and fireman's parade, Maj. Pryce W. 
Bailey, grand marshal, consisted of five divisions. 
Col. J. H. MacDonald was assistant grand marshal. 
The aides were: Dr. E. Lester, Samuel Jacoby, Nelson 
Duntz, W. M. Wilcoxen, Charles Knight, Dr. L. B. 
Dawley, John Chamberlain, Frank Hammond, Frank 
Westcott, Ed. M. Rumsey, A. S. Davis, Charles 
Hoster, John Ivaiser, Joseph Swaby, W. S. MacDon- 
ald, Dr. R. B. Covert, Horace Silsby, Fred Swaby 
and L. Wayne. 

The literary exercises were at Daniels Opera House 
in the afternoon. J. N. Hammond was president of 
the day. Rev. L. H. .Morey and Rev. H. M. Denslow- 
were the officiating clergymen. J. D. Pollard read 
the Declaration of Independence, and Henry Stowell 
his historical papers. George Raines of Rochester 
delivered an oration. The day's events closed with 
out-door sports, firemen's races and fireworks in the 
evening. 

Towns of Seneca county, past and present; their 
erection; Seneca county was organized .March 29, 
1804— [By Diedrich Willers]. 

Ovid, Romulus and Ulysses — Org. March 5, 1794. 
L'lysses was annexed to Tompkins Co., .^pril 17, 1817. 

Faj'ette — .March 14, 1800. Taken from Romulus. 

Hector — March 30, 1802. From Ovid. First an- 
nexed to Tompkins county when that county was 
organized, April 17, 1817. Now in Schuyler countv. 

Junius — Feb. 12, 1803. From Fayette. 

Wolcott — March 24, 1807. From Junius. Wolcott 
in 1812 was annexed to Cayuga county. In 1817 it 
it was re-annexed to Seneca eounty; and .\pril 11, 
1823, annexed to Wayne county where it is now. 

Galen — Feb. i:^, 1812. From Junius. Galen was 
annexed to Wayne county upon the organization of 
that county, .April 11. 1823 and is now a part of that 
county. 

Covert — April 7, 1817. From Ovid. That same 
year Covert was annexed to Tompkins county. On 
.\pril 13, 1819, it was re-annexed to Seneca countv. 

Lodi — Jan. 27, 182O. From Covert. 

Seneca Falls — .March 26, 1829. From Junius. 

TjTe — .March 26, 1829. From Junius. 

Waterloo — .March 26, 1829. From Junius. 

\'arick — Feb. 6, 1830. From Romulus. 

Great Bells; the weight, viz: — "Great Bell," 
.Moscow, 443,732 pounds; St. Ivans, .Moscow; 127,- 
830 pounds; Pekin, 120,000 pounds; Vienna, 40,200 
pounds; Olmutz, Bohemia, 40,000 pounds; Rouen, 
I'rance, 40,000 pounds; St. Paul's, London, 38,470 
"Big Ben," Westminister, 30,350 pounds; Montreal, 
28,560 pounds; St. Peters, Rome. 18,600 pounds; 
Liberty Bell, Philadelphia, cast in London in 1752, 
weighes 2.000 pounds. It was cracked the first time 
it was used in 1753 and was recast in Philadelphia 
the same year. A few years after the Revolution it 
was cracked again while being rung. 
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The Musical-Literary Sonicty, which has foi- 
its object the stinly ()frla--sic-al iiiiisic, the histury .-ind 
chariicterizaticiii of ronipnsers, the promotioii of tiiste 
for purity in music, was formed in 181)7, under the 
direction of Mr. A. 1". C. Jolinson of Chicago, repre- 
sentative of the Wilbur M. DerthicU federation of 
four hundred clubs. Si.\teen charter members were 
enrolled and the following ofTicers elected: 

President, Miss Belle ].. Palmer; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Miss Wilhehnina S. FSrown; Program 
Committee, Mrs. George H. Cusl.ing, Miss .\Iar\ 
Cruise, Mr. .lames .-\. Sclioonmaker. 

linthusiasm has been the watchword and much 
e.\cellent work has been done with frequent recitals 
by club members and assisting talent, including 
several chorus recitals of a high order, under the 
training of .Mr. Walter Baylis Crabtree. 

.\fter three vears' connection with the Federation 



being studied. The ollice of president has been filled 
since the org;ini/atioii of the club b\' .Miss Palmer. 
.\liss lU<»wn again serves as serrftary and treasurer, 
and Mrs. .Adelini' Cowing acts as historian. The 
accompanying engraving represents the olT'icers and a 
few of the present members including several of the 
ex-oflicers. 

Cloth Dressing.— [13y Mrs. L. R. Sanford].— 
On May 13, i8ofi. the first fulling mill for cloth dress- 
ing and carding was established at the foot of Fall 
street, where the Littlejohns now have their marble 
shops. A pair of carding machines were put in by 
.lacob and Louis Sherrill, of New Hartford. Col. 
.Mynderse reserved the right to purchase the machines 
at 8900 which he did and leased the works at §200 a 
year for three years to William Bruce. In 1814 Har- 
ris Usher conducted the same works, then Ansel 




Pruden, Photo. THE MUSICAL,-LITEUA1{Y CLL'U. 

Upper Kow (left to right)— Miss Minnie Babcock, Miss Bertha Hammer, Miss Gertrude Van Dyke May- 
nard Jaooby, ^fr8. Blancliard Baker, Miss Flora Cox, Miss Cora Covert, >fias Jennie Wicks. Mrs Maynard 
Jacoby, Edward Bowie. Lower Kow— Dr. Hubert Schooumaker, Mrs. Phllo C.iwinsr, Historian- Miss Belle 
Palmer, President; Miss Wilhelmina Brown, Secretary and Treasurer; >tr<;. Hubert Sclioonmaker 



the club reduced the e.vpensp of membership and 
admitted associate members: assuming control of 
the management thereby reaching the Oertliick rela- 
tions. The roll call was increased to si.\ty-five 
names. .At this date a change has been effected in 
the requirements of the members regarding the study 
undertaken. .Associates and chorus work are no 
longer a feature and twenty-five hard working stud- 
ents are enjoying to a full degree the programs 
given fortnightly at private houses instead of in the 
public hall formerly used. Kach member serves as 
chairman and a friendly rivalry characterizes the 
work. The old masters beginning with Bach are 



Fitch, who was succeeded by Henry and Ebenezer 
Ingalls. The second wool carding establishment was 
opened by W. .1. Woodworth, of Tyre, in iS^S, using 
. I building owned by the Deys, "where the first Oal- 
rymple ij\ill now stands, then it passed into the 
hands of Smith & Son and was known as a woolen 
mill. William Braman succeeded the Smiths, run- 
ning it as a carding mill for many years. Many of 
us remember the old mill. Chester Braman, a grand- 
son of William Braman, is now a member of the 
successful firm of .\. JuUiard & Co. of New York City. 
There was a fulling mill in 1834, owned bv Watson 
it Terrell on Water street. 
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SEABURY S. GOULD, 
Founder of Gould's Manufactuiiog Co. 
[For view of bis late residence see page 99.] 
I 

The Goulds Manufacturing Company is the 

outgrowth of tlie firm of Downs & Co., which was 
the first pump factory established in this place in 
1848 at the "Old Stone Shop" at the corner of Ovid, 
and Green streets. 

I'roni this small beginning employing onlv 
twenty-five to thirty men -and under the guiding 
influence of Mr. S. S. Gould, who in 1852 became 
connected with the company — its prosperitj' and suc- 
cess was continuous, and its business interests in- 
creased until it was necessary that a larger shop 
should be provided. The Company, therefore, 
purchased the old Tillman liotel and tannery prop- 
erty on 0\id street. Here were erected what were 
regarded at that time as large and e.xtensive works 
in which the Company continued the manufacture of 
pumps which had acquired a very e.xtensive reputa- 
tion throughout the -vhole countrv. 

In 1864 the name of the Company was changed 
from Downs & Co. to the Goulds Manufacturing Co. 
The business was continued at the same locatuin 
with ever increasing success; new buildings, machin- 
ery, etc., were added to its plant; and the Companv 
continued to develop until 1S70, when its factories 
were destroyed by fire. Innnediately thereafter, how- 
ever, the works were rebuilt and extended more 
largely than before. Almost each year since that 
time has seen some new building planned or exe- 
cuted, until The (.ioulds .Manfacturing Company, 
which had started from so small a beginning, now 
had increased so that every available foot of the 
ground that it <iwned between the canal and river 
had been built upon, as well as a large seven-stor\- 
warcliouse on Bayard street. In many instarces 
buildings had been erected extending over both the 
canal and the river, to such extremes was the 
Company subjected in order to prfivide manufactur- 
ing facilities for their large and increasing business. 

In itjoo the business of this company had increased 
to such an extent that new property was acquired in 



tlie western part of the village, covering ten acres, 
.■uul here was crecletl another large ;utd entireK' 
iiKle|)iMi(lcnt plant for the nianufaclurc of Triplex 
I'ower I'umps, for which this company had in the 
])re\'ious years jicquired a \'{'rv extensixc and world- 
wide reputation. 

During all these years the business has continued 
to gi-ow; new buildings have been planned and pro- 
vided and nfAv machille^^• has been ].)Lirchased mitil 
The (Joulds .Manu'*ai.'turing Compan\' of the present 
time employs 656 hands, and its wares are known 
not only in e\'erv part of the I'nited .States but in all 
parts of the world, the company having agents and 
connections in every important city in the world. 

The affairs of the company are managed with a 
large corps of able engineers and efilcient and honor- 
able men in its various executive departments, and 
the Company is without doubt not only the leading 
industry of this village, but one of the largest and 
most prominent manufacturing concerns of the state, 
and indeed, of the whole nation. 

Seabury S. Gould, the founder of Goulds Man- 
ufacturing Co., was born in Sharon, Conn., .Aug,' 8, 
1812. His first business venture was at Ellenville, N'. 
Y., and shortly afterwards at Poughkeepsie. In 1834 
he came to Seneca Falls and began life as a mer- 
chant. In 1852 he sold his mercantile interests and 
engaged in the manufacture of pumps at the "Old 
Stone Shop," corner of Ovid and Green streets. The 
firm was known at that time as Downs & Co. In 
i8j3 they purchased the Tillman hotel and tannery 
property on the site of the present Goulds Manufac- 
turing Company's Xo. i shops, Mr. Gould giving his 
time and attention to the manufacturing interests of 
this company. In 1864, Mr. Downs having severed 
his connection with the company, the firm name was 
changed to The Goulds Manufacturing Company, 
Mr. Gould being the president thereof and continu- 
ing in this capacity until his death. 

-Mr. Gould was a familiar figure in all the various 
interesis of this village. His wise counsel was asked 
by many, and his unfailing good nature and pleasant 
manner gave him a host of friends. During his life 
t!ie business of the Goulds Manufacturing Companv 
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SEABURY S. GOULD, SECOND 

had increased from one in which thev emphiyed forty 
to fifty men to over 400 workmen: and, instead of 
their manufactured goods being confined simply to 
this country, their connections had been established in 
every important city of the world, and their business 
had increased to such great proportions that large 
and extensive buildings wee constantly added to 
their manufactory, until it has outgrown its present 
quarters and greater additions are vet contemplated. 
Mr. Gould died at Watch Hill, R'. I., September 4, 
1886, aged 74 years. He was a man of ceaseless 
activity, untiring energy and e.xcellent business 
ability, which made him lor about fifty years a prom- 
inent individual in our village and identified his 
name witli one of our largest Industrie?. 



James H, Gould was b<trii in Seneca I'alb, X. 
v., (Vt. 21, i84_|. He was graduated from the vil- 
lagr schools, also from Dwight's High Scliciol, 
Clinton, N'. Y. Afti'r leaving school he engaged in 
l)iisiii(>ss in Xcw Voric City, where he remained until 
1867, when he returned to Seiipca h'alls to assist 
his father in the management of his then extensive 
pump business. Hesu<<eeded his fathei in the active 
management of the business in 1872, after which 
time lie was the dominating and controlling spirit nf 
The Goulds .Manufacturing Company, and in iKXh, 
after the death of his father, was elected president ol 
the company. 

Mr. Gould developed great tact and ability in 
increasing the business of the Goulds Manufacturing 
Companv and in addition to this he was always very 
greatlv interested in matters connected witfi other 
interests of this village. He was a man of excellent 
judgment and was often consulted l)y his friends in 
regard to husines-- and other matters in which they 
might be interested. His personal influence was 
marked and his labors constant and unremittting. 
The important business interests to which he gave 
the best vears of his manhood flourished to a marked 
degree, and the business of the Goulds Manufactur- 
ing Company under his leadership and guidance 
Increased from year to year until it is now one of the 
largest pump manufacturing houses in the world. 

.\Ir. Cumld, at the time of his death, was president 
of the Exchange National Bank of Seneca Falls. He 
was largely instrumental in establishing this bank 
and its success was largely owing to his ability and 
good judgment in the management of its affairs. Mr. 
Gould died Dec. 28, 1846. 

Seabury S. Gould, Second, was born in 
Seneca Falls, X. Y., Dec. 10, 1848. He was educated 
in the public schools of this village and at Dwight's 
High School at Clinton, N. Y. Leaving this school 
he entered Hamilton College, graduating from that 
institution in 1868. 

Immediately after leaving college .Mr. Gould went 
to Williamsport, Pa., to oversee a blast furnace 
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wliicli uns the property of his father. It being found 
iMipnintiible to manufacture iron so far from the iron 
and c-oal interests, the property was sold and Mr. 
("lould returned to Seneca Falls in 1872, when he 
entered the employ of The Goulds .Manufacturing 
Company as its secretary. He continued in this re- 
lation to the company for many years, and upon the 
death of his father in 1886 he was elected vice presi- 
dent of the company. That office he retained until 
1.S9O, when upon the death of his brother he was 
i-lected president of the company, the position he 
still occupies. 

While the Goulds .Manufacturing Company has 
been successful in pre\ious years, its success has been 
none the less marked under the present executive. It 
was during Mr. Gould's administration that the 
Goulds Manufacturing Company took a new and 
radical departure, purchasing a large propertv in the 



Iroquois; The Six Nations, the Most Powerful 
and Cruel of ,\nierican Indians; They Became 
the Terror to all Other Eastern Indians; The 
Long House: The Rulers and Tribes; The Indi- 
ans as they were First Found in America. 
The white men coming to this continent early in 
the sixteenth century found it peopled with two 
great families of Indians. The larger were the Al- 
gonquins who occupied nearly all of Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, the south-eastern part of the 
state of New York. New England, New 15runswick, 
-Nova Scotia and Lower Canada. Entirely sur- 
rounded by the numerous tribes of which these 
.Algonquins were composed, were the Iroquois, their 
traditional foes, a wild and intractible peciple, who 
from being at that time the weaker and smaller of 
the two families, at last became the str<mger; and in 




[From a Print.] 

View of Goulds Mimufaoturin-!- Co.'s Old 

western part of the village and thereon erecting an 
extensive and entirely distinct plant for the manufac- 
ture of its Triplex Power Pumps. .Mr. Gould has 
always considered this decision on his part as prob- 
ably the most important thing that has come into 
his business life. The development of the interests 
of the Goulds .Manufacturing Company has alwavs 
been his constant and untiring aim and study, and 
his efforts, early and late have been devoted to the 
furtherment f f the best interests of the company. 

.Mr. Gould is a man highly respected in the com- 
munity and is worthy of trust and confidence in 
every walk and phase of life. He is vice president 
of the Exchange National Rank of this place. 



"GOULDS NO. 1 SHOPS" 

Works with Present Adilitions Thereto 



spite of the French iinally dispersed and nearlv ex- 
terminated the .Algonquin r.tce. Speaking the 
generic tongue of the Iroqunis but never occupying a 
place in their councils or holding any tribal relations 
with them, were the .Vndastes on and near the Sus- 
quehanna river, the ICries or Cat nations, living 
along the southern shore of Lake Erie, the neutral 
nation north of l.ak" Erie and west of the Niagara 
river, the Hurons. on the north and east shores of 
Lake Huron, the Winnebagos, on the west shore of 
Lake Michigan, and the Tuscaroras, situated in the 
Carolina s. 

The true Iroquoi-. consisting of the five nations 
banded together only for defensive alliance, extended 
through Central .New York from the Hudson to the 
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Cienesee rivers. It is with these savages that the 
history of this state, and in fact all local history of 
Central and Northern New York state towns is inter- 
woven. Of all the savages on the face of the earth 
they were tlie most barbarous and inhuman, making 
war on all tribes they could reach for no other pur- 
pose than to destroy them. Upon their prisoners 
they practiced the most revolting forms of torture, 
occasionally adopting the bravest of them in order 
to fill up their constantly depleting ranks, but on no 
other aa-ount sparing the life of any poor creature 
who happened to fall into their hands. The French- 
man Cartier, in 1535, found the main body of the 
Iroquois living along the northern shore of the St. 
Lawrence river in the vicinity of what are now Mon- 
treal and Three Rivers whence they were soon after 
driven south by the .'-Mgonquins. 

Indian traditions relate that the Iroquois and the 
.Vlgonquins at one time traded peacably together. 
The latter whose lodges were often pitched on the 
shores of the sea, were skilled fishermen as well as 



who in return would teach them liow to procure game. 
The pupils soon proved belter than the tutors and S(t 
e.vcited the latter to envy that they turned upon and 
massacred them. From that time began the Iroquois 
scourge which not only swept the .Mgonquins from 
the earth but destroyed the Hurons and the Fries and 
carried the tomahawk and torch all over the country 
west of the Mississippi and north of Georgia and the 
Carolinas. In fact it is known that the Iroquois 
made the Indian tribes of the Tennessees tremble 
long before the white man hid ever been heard of hy 
them. 

The Iroquois, according to the Jesuits, were at the 
height of their prosperity about the middle of the 
seventeenth century, their numbers then being reck- 
oned at about 23,000. including appro.ximately 3,000 
warriors. They were then hemmed in hy the two 
white nations who were threatening to drive them 
from their lands but whose jealousies forbade a union 
of effort against the savages and enabled the latter 
to keep both at their distance. When finally their 
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hunters and the\' lived almost entirely by the chase. 
They held the Iroquois, who were largely agricultur- 
ists, in great contempt, treating them as beings far 
inferior to themselves. For years the Iroquois were 
subjected to every sort of indignity at the hands of 
their more numerous neighbors. At last the period 
of retribution arrived and the weaker neighbor arose 
in a vengeful fury and prosecuted a war against the 
.Mgonquins with such fearful pertinacity and vigor 
that that unfortunate nation changed from scorning 
bullies to terror stricken fugitives, seeking safety by 
dispersing to the remotest regions of the great Cana- 
dian wilderness and was finally almost exterminated. 
Tradition, explaining the immediate cause of the 
uprising of the Iroquois against their tormentors, 
says that on an occasion when the Algonquins were 
overtaken with a poor hunting season, they invited 
several of the young Iroquois to assist their hunters. 



struggle lor supremacy had ceased the Iruquoi^, like 
all of the other Indian nations, were doomed. "It is 
by the most subtle policy,' says Lalitau speaking of 
the Iroquois, "that they have taken the ascendent 
over the other nations, divided and <iver^'ome, the 
most warlike, made themselves a terror to the most 
remote and now hold a peaceful neutraliiv between 
the finglish and French, courted and feared by both.' 

In 1715 the Tuscaroras were received by the Iro- 
quois into their family and they were thereafter 
known as the Six Nations. The Oneidas divided 
their lands with the Tuscaroras whom they con- 
sidered as brothers, i. e., equals, but who were 
regarded by the other of the five nations as inferiors 
who were to be tolerated but not considered. 

The Long House, as the country of the Iroquois 
was termed, was guarded on the east by the .Mohawks, 
who lived along the river of that name and possessed 
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three strongly |i;ilis;ided villiiijes st.-indinf; cm its 
banks. The western portals in the western eNtreniity 
of this state, were held by the Seuecas, whose chief 
towns were scattered through what are now Seneca. 
Monroe and Cienesee counties. These were the war- 
given nations, the most populous and the most to be 
feared by their enemies. The Oneidas defended the 
water-courses from the north and the south where 
the headwaters of the Susquehanna opened favorable 
highways of travel towards ttie southern tribes ar)d 
where the Oneida lake broke down the wilderness 
barriers towards the numerous red men on the north. 
They had two palisaded towns but a few miles apart 
and their fields of maize and grain occupied the 
largest portions of Oneida, .Madison, Chenango and 
Broome counties. The Onondagas held the water- 
ways (the natural courses of travel for war parties of 



descended the chief of the Onondagas known as 
.■\totaharo, holding the most exalted place in the 
confederacy. .'\totaliaro was not in the civilized 
■~pnse the ruler of the sis nations. His was the 
most dignified place and he was accept'id as the 
wiseacre of the league. He was the chief of the 
sachems, the wise men of all the tribes who gathered 
to the number of fifty at the great council house of 
the Onondagas to discuss the alTiairs of the league. 
receive rimners and diplomats from other Indian 
nations and consider other matters which might be 
regarded as of concern to all of the si.x nations. The 
Iroquois were not governed. They were absolutely 
controlled by popular clamor. The old men who 
had distinguished themselves were the advisors of the 
respective nations and were by tacit consent, and not 
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savages) connecting Lake Ontario, via the Oswego 
river with the interior country adjacent to the inland 
chain of New York lakes and the most western trib- 
utaries of the Susquehanna river, their chief town the 
geographical and political center of the confederacy, 
being located on the slope of a range of hills fifteen 
miles south of the present city of Syracuse. The 
Cayugas, the smallest of the five nations, occupied 
the country next west of the Onondagas. 

The Mohawks and the Oneidas were divided into 
the Bear, Wolf and Tortoise clans while the other 
three nations consisted of eight, viz: Wolf, Bear, 
Beaver, Tortoise, Deer, Snipe, Heron and Hawk. 
Tradition alone is all the authoritv available for a 
description of the formation of the league and by it 
is ascribed to a celestial being from whom was 



by any formality, permitted to gather at the council 
fires of the nation and have a voice in the pioceed- 
ings. These assemblies were dignified by the Jesuits 
who lived among them in their writings, Lafitau 
calling the gathering of each nation a senate. 

There were two hereditary war chiefs, both be- 
longing to the Senecas, but any man of sufficient 
personal credit might raise a war party when he 
chose. War v/as not carried on at any time so far as 
is known, in unison by the five nations. During the 
Iroquois campaigns against the French and Hurons 
the Mohawks were the chief aggressors and it was to 
that nation that the Jesuit priest Isaac Jogues was 
accredited by the French at the time he made his 
perilous journey to their palisaded towns on the 
Mohawk river for the purpose of securing peace. 
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The First Road iiitci Sciicc;i county is thus des- 
cribed in nocunientnry Histury iif New York "by a 
gentleman to ,i friend": "I'o reniedv tliis inconven- 
ience as to roads, the Icgishituro (vf the state had, l)y 
;iM act passed in the session of 1797, taiien liie road 
from Kort Schuyler [now Rome] to Oeneva under 
their patron;ige" [granting a lottery]. The inhabi- 
tants of tlie country tlirough whicli tlie road passed 
subscribed four thousand days of work, "which they 
performed with fidelity and cheerfulness." This 
road 98 miles loag, f>4 feet wide and "paved with 
logs and gravel in the moist parts of the low country 
through which it passed," was so far improved 
beginning in the month of ]une 1797, that a stage 
started from l-'ort Schuyler on the 30th of September 
[1797] and arrived at the hotel in Geneva in the 
afternoon of the third day with four passengers. 



The Kingdom; its name. — Several theories have 
been advanced ;is to how the Kingdom, an old settle- 
ment west of Seneca I''alls, obtanied that name. .Mr. 
Harrison Chamberlain write-, of it elsewhere. Mr. 
H. 1'". lieach writes as follows; It ha-, been .1 question 
as to wliv this hamlet — the "Kingdom' was so called. 
When I lived there, forty-six years ai,'ii, I asked some 
of the old natives the question. They said that 
when the distillery, stores and tavern were in a thriv- 
ing condition, the day line of bual'i on the canal 
either way would head for the Kingdom and tie up 
for the night. The place in those days had the rep- 
utation of sporting. There were chicken and dog 
lights, which always resulted in fistic altercations 
between the native yeomanry (who styled themselves 
kings of the place! and the boatmen, .and as the latter- 
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"This line of road having been established by law, 
continues the writer, "not less than fifty families 
settled on it in the space of four months after it was 
opened. 

Two or three years afterwards two coaches were 
running weekly over this road between Albany and 
Geneva; and the following taverns, at indicated dis- 
tances apart between Fort Schuyler and Geneva were 
open: From Fort Schuyler to Laird's, 10 miles; Van- 
Epps', near Oneida Reservation, 6; Wemps' in 
Oneida Reservation, [Castle], 6; Sill's, at the Deep 
Spring, [Chittenango], 11: I\celer's, .Junior, 12; 
Tyler's, Onondaga Hollow, 10; Rice's, Nine Mile 
Creek, 10; Cayuga Ferry, [Cayuga Bridge], 20; 
Powell's Hotel, Geneva, 13. 



were outnumbered, were nearly alu;iys v;inquished' 
Hence the name Kingdom was applied to the place. 

Packets in 1S22 ran from Utica to Montezuma, 
and from the latter place passengers went to Bridge- 
port in a row boat or by stage, where thev took a 
boat to Ithaca. Steam navigation was opened on 
Cayuga lake between Bridgeport and Ithaca, prob- 
ably a year earlier. When the Seneca canal was 
finished in 1828 packets ran through between Sche- 
nectady and BulTalo. The first boat navigating the 
Seneca canal regularly was the ".Adeline" in 1814. 
Then in 1816 came the "Miller." The first canal 
boat built .in Seneca Falls was the "Merchant" 
launched in 1823. 
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Jacob P. Chamberlain.— Of those who have 
contributed to the growth and prosperity of Seneca 
Falls the subject of this sketch deservs to rank 
among the foremost. He was of Knglish descent^ 
born in tlie town of Dudley, Mass., and his ancestors 
were among the first settlers of the Bay State. He 
came with his parents to Cortland, N. Y. when only 
hve years old, and two years later, or in 1809, to 
Waterloo, N. Y. His parents died in 1819, when he 
was seventeen years of age. With a common school 
education and the courage and will inherited of a 
sturdy ancestry he soon set out to make his own way 
in life. His taste was for teaching and farming. He 
was fond of books; he loved the soil — loved to 
investigate its processes and study the best methods 
of tilling it. In its pursuit there was a freedom that 
appealed to him. He first accepted an engagement 
to teach in one of the district schools of the town of 
A'arick and so satisfactory was his service to the 
trustees that he was coijtinued at an increased salary. 
He married Catharine, the daughter of Frederick 
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J. P. CHAMBEKLAIN. 

Kuney, and bought a small farm of seventy-live 
acres, upon which the only improvement, aside from 
the clearings, was a story and half log house. Here 
out of the income of the land and the earnings as a 
school teacher he managed soon to pay for his farm- 
^'arick recognized his worth and honored him with 
positions of trust. 

In the fall of 1831 Mr. C. moved to the Kingdom, 
buying the Dimmick farm of two hundred acres just 
south of the river bridge. His object in making this 
change was to be nearer his brothers, as well as out 
of deference to the wish of his early and most trusted 
friend. Judge Gary V. Sackett. -Here for twelve 
years he pursued farming, upon a more extensive 
scale, his interesfin the soil deepening and continu- 
ing during all his life, inducing him to invest largely 
in lands and to prefer always to be regarded as a 
farmer. 

In 1843 Mr. C. was compelled much against his 
wishes at the time to buy the "Lower Red Mills." 
Though the business was entirely new to him he soon 



mastered it, making it a leading and surcesbful 
industrv, the grain bought and the Hour shipped east 
and to tide-water creating a market that materially 
aided the agricultural and mercantile interests of the 
place. 

In 1844 he bec.-uiif one of the incorporators and 
directors of the Seneca Woolen .\lill>. This enter- 
prise was one of the largest and most advanced of its 
dav. In iSj4 he scjld out the "Lower Red Mills" to 
Edward Mvnderse and .Mexander \'an Cleef and 
bought the "Upper Red Mills," then known as the 
"Dev Mills." This mill has done a large business in 
the past and still continues in the family. 

So disasterous usually had been the milling and 
grain business to those who pursued it that it may be 
well to refer to a rule that Mr. C. adopted and never 
departed from. .-\ ready buyer of grain^ at all times, 
he was jusi as ready a seller. If he bought five 
thousand bushels of wheat today, he placed the same 
at once on the market, either in grain or flour, tak- 
ing the margins, which though small were usually on 
the right side. He never speculated, nor held for 
fancy prices, nor could he understand why failure 
should come if prudent business principles were 
observed. In iSjj he felt much chagrined over the 
forced liquidation of the Seneca Woolen .Mills, but 
still having unshaken faith in it he set to work and 
re-organized it under the name of "The Phoenix Co.,' 
becoming its president and personally looking after 
its management and making it prosperous down to 
the time the property was sold to Abel Downs and 
.\lbert Jewett in 1864. In 1870 he became president 
of The Seneca Falls Savings Bank, an institution 
much needed at the time to furnish our laboring 
people with a safe and convenient place to deposit a 
part of their weekly earnings, and the success of it 
lias long ago confirmed the wisdom of its foundeis.' 
In politics Mr. C. was originally a Whig, but in 
1856, on the organization of the Republican party, 
he was among the most earnest and enthusiastic to 
embark in the new movement. He felt that a new 
party was necessary. He believed that our public 
domain should be consecrated to freedom, that 
slavery should be restrained within its existing state 
limits and that under no condition whatever should 
our national policy compromise or impair the declar- 
ation of principles upon which our government was 
founded. In 1859 he was elected to represent this 
county in the legislature, and two years later, he was 
a representative in the 37th Congress, from this dis- 
trict, then made up of the counties of Ontario. Yates 
and Seneca. It was in the midst of a great crisis, 
calling for the most loyal and devoted service to 
save the country Irom its open and secret foes, and 
the work of that congress stands out among the best 
and noblest in all our history. 

Mr. C. was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, for a long time at the head of its board of 
trustees, looking after its finances. Nearly the last 
active work of his life was to personally superintend 
the construction of the present edifice, to which he 
contributed liberally of his means. 

To sum up Mr. C. was a self-made man, high- 
minded and honorable, of large business capacities, 
not without faults but whatever they were thev 
sprung from a strong and generous nature. He was 
a conscientious school teacher, a good farmer, a pru- 
dent, energetic miller, an enterprising manufacturer, 
a benevolent churchman, a patriotic and public- 
spirited citizen, and a kind, noble and generous 
parent, — finding in all his activities the desire and 
ability to contribute to the good of others both the 
inspiration to and the ample reward for his efforts. 
He passed away in 1878 in the 76th year of his age, 
leaving six children, of whom at present survive four. 
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HARRISON CHAMBERLAI^f. 

Gen. Frank Chamberlain of Washington, 15. C, 
Mrs. L. C. .Avery and Harrison Chamberlain of 
Senera Falls, X. Y. and .Mrs. I.. C. .X'oyes of 
Rochester, N. V. 

The Seneca Woolen Mills built and org^an- 
ized in 1844, was one of the most important enter- 
prises of its day and for more than half a century it 
has played a leading part in the growth and history 
of iiur village. In 1853 the parties conducting the 
mills re-organized under the name of "The Phcenix 
Co." Jacob P. Chamberlain becoming president, Wil- 
liam Johnson agent and Harrison Chamberlain 
secretary. The line of manufacture «as plain and 
fancy men's wear, and though it ^vas a time when 
the country was laboring under free trade and when 
it was swept by the panic of ■57 the mills did well, 
running full down to 1864. when they were trans- 
ferred to .-\bel Downs and .-\lbert Jewett. Under the 



iii-'U ni.in:igi'inpnl llir luisincss \va^ enlarged and two 
oilier l.'ugc propertiis were taken in 'onstituting 
mills Nos. .: and j, making by far ihe laipest nianu- 
fadiiring concern in ll.c place, in the help employed, 
«a.nes paid out .ind the value of output. Some 
Uventv vears later the mills were again n-organized, 
Nos. "> and 3 pn)[:erties were sold olT ami the original 
plant. The Seneca Woolen .Mills, relitted and equip- 
ped with new machinery; and since 18 j' tliej' have 
been operated successfully. The essential need in 
woolen manufacture is to have the skill and mechan- 
ical facilities, enabling you to get out as desirable 
fabrics and at as low cost as any other mill. In 
other words, under the law of the survival of the 
fittest, the woolen mill to succeed must be a model 
mill in all its appointments. 

In i8go when the present proprietor, Harrison 
Chamberlain, took hold of the mills it was dilficult 
to understand why the machinery, much of it hardly 
worn, could not be operated successfully. But so 
great had been the improvements and important the 
new processes that it was found necessary to re-equip 
;ind re-arrange the mills throughout, involving large 
outlays of money, before they could be put on a safe 
and profitable basis. 

Today the mills are able to compete for the best 
trade, and are doing so, employing about 175 hands 
and a considerable portion of the works being com- 
pelled to run during the nights. Over live thousand 
dollars are paid out every month for wages, over two 
thousand pounds of wool go into the works every 
day and over twelve hundred yards of six-quarter 
cloth are produced daily, of a value of three hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars a year. 

HENRY STOWELI., HISTORIAN 

Of all writers who have attempted to preserve 
local history in Seneca Falls, Henry Stowell deserves 
a conspicuous place. Not one has done more in this 
way than he. In fact a great part of Seneca Falls 
history is interwoven with facts which he has 
gleaned for his newspaper, The Reveille, or historical 
addresses, considerable of which is used in this work. 
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Court House; \vn\- located — [Hn' Dicdricli Wil- 
lers.] — In an historical paper read before the Waterloo 
Library and Historical Societv. Feb. 7, 1S7S, .Mr. 
Charles D. Morgan says that the site for the Court 
House at Waterloo, conveyed bv Hon. Klisha Wil- 
liams, was selected and staked out in 1817, and that 
Hon. Daniel W. Itostwick of that village first broke 
ground for that building. The commissioners 
appointed to erect a court house and jail were Hon. 
John Knox (then state senator), Reuben Swift and 
John Watkins. They reported to the board of super- 
visors in the fall of 1817, that $4,000 had been 
subscribed by vcjluntary contributions towards such 
buildings. The supervisors were asked to raise a 
like amount but refused to do so, and finallv before 
adjourning voted the sum of five hundred dollars for 
that purpose. At a special session of the board of 
supervisors held May ij, 181S. the expenditure i-f 



tinuati.in of a half-^hire court house system, inaugu- 
rated in 1S22, in thr double jury district system, and 
such half-shirc svsiciu has been continued until this 
day. 

It is H'lt the purp-'se of tliis paper to refer to the 
rotation svstem between the two jury districts l')ng 
practiced by the leading political parties of the 
countv. in the selection of candidates for county 
officers, and which rotation during its continuance 
gave g<»d satisfaction, although of late years much 
departed from. 

Canal; when begun and completed — Elisha Wil- 
liams of Hudson. N. Y., was among the first to 
improve Seneca river by constructing an hydraulic 
canal for water power purposes at Waterloo. .After 
that work was completed in the year 1813 the state 
legislature incorporated the Seneca Lock Navigation 
Company, a private company, to improve the navi- 
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an additional sum of four hundred di.iUars wa? auth- 
orized, and at the fall session of the board in the 
same year, Si,7jo additional was voted, to which 
$2,080.59 '"'^ added by the board in 1819. thus 
amounting to more in the aggregate than the amount 
originally asked for by the commissioners. 

The people of the south end of the county, dissatis- 
fied with the removal of the county seat from Ovid 
where it was first located, to Waterloo in 1817, 
procured the passage of an act in 1822, dividing the 
county into two jury districts for the better accom- 
modation of jurors, the division being made at the 
south line of Fayette. Thus the county buildings at 
Ovid were again brought into use. 

By the erection of Wayne county the village of 
Waterloo was located only eight miles from the 
north line of the county, which caused the people of 
the south end of the county to insist upon the con- 



gation ■ . the Sene.Ci river by cinstructing locks 
around thr falls and rap'.d? therein, and these im- 
provemen-.s were completeJ so that in 1818 loaded 
canal boars from the east could pass through the 
Seneca riv*r. as improved, up to Geneva. 

The legislature, in 1^:5, authorized the construc- 
tion of th-e Cayuga & Seneca Canal from Geneva to 
a junction with the Erie canal at a distance of 
twenty-one miles, principally in the old town of 
Junius. 

The state succeeded by purchase, to all rights of 
the Seneca Lock Navigation Company and completed 
its canal in November. 1828. 

The Erie canal, the construction of which was 
commenced in 1817, was completed in October, 1825, 
passing through the northeast corner of Seneca 
countv. 
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Ladies' Aid Society No. 4 ^, auxiliary tn II. T. 
Noyes Camp, Xo. u^q. Sons of \'cteraiis, was organ- 
ized May 2 1, 1403, willi a, charter membership of 32. 
Heing a comparatively new society. No. 43 has of 
course very little history. The first and present 
president is .Mrs. Phena .Morehouse who is assisted bv 
an able and enthusiastic corps of ollicers and mem- 
bers. The objects of this association arc to aid the 
Ci. A. R. in caring for disabled veterans, soldiers' 
widows and orphans, to assist in the proper observ- 
ance of .Memorial Day and especially to aid the Sons 
of Veterans in both social and financial matters. 
Meetings are held on the ist, 3rd and ^th Wednes- 
days of each month at Sons of \'eteran,s' hall. 

First Lords of the Soil. — Cadwallader Colden 
in his history of the Five Nations speaks of them as 
a "poor and generally called barbarous people, bred 



fear. Every sudden repartee in a public treaty leaves 
with them an impression of a light inconsiderate 
mind; but in private conversation they use and are 
delighted witli brisk, witty answers.' 

Greatest Fires. — London, Sept. J-ti, 1666, 13,- 
200 residences and 89 churches and i)ublic buildings 
destroyed. New York, Dec. 16, 1835, fioo buildings; 
loss $20,o(K>,oo(3. Pittsburg, .April 10, 1843, i,cxx5 
buildings; loss JSG.ooo.ooo. Philadelphia, July 9, 

1850, 350 buildings; loss $1,500,000. St. Louis, .May 
4, 1851, loss $i5,ooo,o:x). San francisco. May 3-3, 

1851, 2,300 buildings; loss $3,500,000. Santiago, 
Spain, Dec. 8, 1863, 2,000 persons killed. Portland, 
.Me., July 4, 1866; loss ■? 15,000,000. Chicago, Oct. 8 
and 9,. 1871, 1745 buildings destroyed; three and one- 
half square miles of ruins; 200 persons killed; 98.5(x) 
made homeless. Biwton, Nov. ij-i 1, 1872, ^^oo build- 
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under the darkest ignorance: and yet a bright and 
noble genius shines from in under these black clouds. 
None of the greatest Roman heroes have discovered 
d greater love to their country, or a greater contempt 
of death than these people, called barbarians, have 
done when liberty came in competition. Indeed, I 
think our Indians have outdjne the Romans in this 
particular. If sent with any message, though it de- 
manded the greatest dispatch, or though they bring 
intelligence of any imminent danger, they never fell 
it at their first approach, but sit down for a minute 
or two, at least, in silence to reflect before they speak, 
that they may not show any degree of surprise or 



ings; loss $73,000,000; 15 persons killed. St. John's 
N. B., June 21, 1S76, loss 812,250,000. Brooklyn 
theater, Dec. 5, 1876; 300 lives lost. Seattle and 
Spokane, Wash., 1881; loss §10,000,000 each. 

Old School on the State Road.— Mr. B. F. Beach 
thinks that the first school house built in the town 
(if not in the county) was north of Seneca Falls vil- 
lage on the State road. The first teacher was Miss 
Nancy Osman, adopted daughter of Moses March. 

First School. — In a log house, built on the shore 
of the mill race, June 16, 1801, was taught the first 
school in Seneca Falls, Alexander Wilson being the 
teacher. 
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Pocahontas Lodge, No. 21 1, F. & A. M., Ikls 
been in existence ox'er liftv j^cars. A petition tn tlie 
Clrand Lodge for the organization of tlie same was 
aetecl upon Marcli 4, i-'^ji; a warrant was issued dur- 
ing tliat iiionth and tlie Lodge organized, its Ihsl 
three prin^'ipal oHicers being Jolin Morse master, 
Lyman T. Moore senior warden and David M. Coy 
junior warden. Tlie Lodge soon became prosperous 
and numbered among its members men of intUi"'nce, 
many of whom have long since pas.sed awav. 

The oldest living members of the Lodge to-day 
are: Horace C. Silsbv (1852), Hon.tiilbert \Vilco\'en, 
(1H56) and Henry Stowell (1857). 

Harmony prevailed during the intervening years 
from its organization up to the time of the civil war, 
when many went out in defence of their Hag and 
country. 'The Lodge rooms were located at that 



Tem|)lars' Hall until .''.ne, 1870. The first meeting 
held under the warrant issued by the drand Lodge 
was.lune8, 1870. On June 14, 1870, the Lodge met 
in Ci. .\. \i. Hall and continued to do so until March 
jS, 187 1, when it took possession of rooms litted up 
in the .\lynderse blocl;, which had been rebuilt after 
the lire, and the members set to work with a will 
and furnished the same, and these surroundings were 
acceptable until upo, when an effort was made by 
the Lodge to get its own' building. A committee 
was appointed to obtain options and after examining 
several sites and reporting upon the same, the Lodge 
purchased the .Mason property on tlie east side of 
Cayuga street. 

'["he men who were foremost in this project bore 
the stamp of resolution and are to-day enjoying the 
satisfaction that their labors are not in vain. The 
prime movers did not complete but should have full 
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time on the third floor of the Mynderse block on Fall 
street and the Lodge had about completed the fur- 
nishing of the same when it met a serious disaster. 

On January 16, 1869, at or near midnight, .Myn- 
derse Block on VaW street was destroyed by fire, 
which was first discovered in the third story (sup- 
posed' to be the work of incendiaries), and in the 
conflagration all the properties and fittings of the 
Lodge were destroyed and even the warrant by 
authority of which the Lodge had existence was lost. 
The brethren, undaunted by this blow, applied at 
once to Grand .Master .lames Gibson for a dispensa- 
tion to resume labor as a Lodge, which was granted 
Jan. 25, i86q. The first meeting after the lire was 
held in the Cuddeback Hall and afterwards in Good 



credit for the initial movement and they were met 
more than half way by the oflicers and members of 
1900 and 1901. The funds for the purchase of the 
lot and the commencement of the erection of the 
building were raised by a popular loan among the 
members, represented by certificates at a low rate of 
interest. The committee on sites consisting of Geo. 
li. Davis, C. .\. MacDonald and Thomas W. Pollard, 
after completing the purchase and removing the old 
building from the lot, gave the property in charge of 
a building committee composed of S. 13. Hopkins, 
Fred Maier, jr., C. H. Williams, B. Frank Peck and 
H. M. Heady, who accepted, with some modifica- 
tions, the plans of Joseph Blaby, of Palmyra, N. Y., 
architect; and contracts were let to Barlow & Wood- 
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cock for the mason work and tn Jacob h'repsp nf 
Caviit^a, X. v., fnr the wootiwork. 

On June 13, igoi, the Cdrner-stiine was laid with 
appropriate ceremonies l)y Cnand Master Charles W- 
Mead, of Albany. X. V., assisted by his associate 
Srand officers. This was, indeed, a great dav for 
Masons in Seneca Falls. Lodges were present from .\n- 
burn, Cayuga, Waterloo, Ovid and Oeneva and rnans- 
other representatives from Lodges between Rochester 
and Syracuse, Geneva Commanderv of Knights 
Templar being also present as an escort to the 
Grand Lodge. The town was decorated for the 
occasion with flags and bunting and nature gloriouslv 
smiled upon Pocahontas Lodge on tliis, her jubilee. 

From this time the building grew in symmetrical 
form and it now stands forth an onament to "the 
Fifth Avenue" of Seneca 
Falls — Cayuga street — 
and a credit to the village- 
It is two and one-half 
stories high, with pressed 
brick front and is of very 
irhposing appearance and 
design. The interior is a 
model for those about to 
engage in a similar under- 
taking. It has a large 
basement with excellent 
heating apparatus and on 
the ground floor is an 
assembly hall capable of 
seating two hundred per- 
sons at tables, this room 
being used for dancing 
parties and public enter- 
tainments. Adjoining, are 
ante-rooms, cloak-rooms 
and toilet rooms. A small 
stage is built in the rear 
of the hall; and there is 
a kitchen with apparatus 
for the accommodation of 
banqueting parties, a 1 1 
fitted in niodern style. On 
the second floor are the 
Lodge rooms, in which not 
only the Blue Lodge holds 
its meetings but they are 
also occupied bv Salem 
Town Chapter, 183, R. A. 
M., and Sinceritv Chapter, 
O. F.. S., the ladies of this 
branch having materially 
assisted the Lodge in 
furnishing the same with 
an elegant carpet for the 
1^0 dge room. 

Plans were subsequentlv made and the committees 
appointed for a .Masonic fair and as evidence of the 
unity and" good feeling existing among all branches 
of the order each and every member helped to make 
it a success, \\hich it was in every sense cf the word; 
Salem Town Chapter donating largely to the same 
and the ladies of the Eastern Star being untiring in 
their efforts. .\fter holding the fair for a week, it 
was closed, netting the Lodge about -^5,300, a grand 
start towards the payment of its indebtedness. 
Words would be wholly inadequate to express the 
credit due the W. .\1. and various committees for the 
success of the undertaking. The trustees set to work 
to complete the furnishing of the building and 
received several excellent donations of furniture for 
the Lodge. The building was formally dedicated, 
completely furnished, on Friday, Oct. 24, iqo2, by 



the Grand Lodge olTicors as follows: M. W. Elbert 
Crandall, tirand .Master of the State of Xew York; 
U.W. S. Xelson Sawyer, Senior Grand Warden; R.W. 
Charles .Smith, Junior Grand Warden: .M. W. E. L. 
.\1. IChlers: Grand Secretarv; R. W. George W. White, 
I'ast Cirand Treasurer; R. W. John R. Gardner, 
Grand Marshall; R. W. A. W. Hillebrand. Grand 
Sword Bearer; R. W. Wm. O. Campbell, Grand 
Sword Bearer; R. W. George Kent, Grand Steward; 
U. W. Lorenz /Celler, Grand Director. 

The presence of the Grand Lodge officers for the 
second time and of the Grand Master for the third, 
during the erection and completion of this building, 
were honors more than ordinary to Pochontas Lodge 
and the presence among us of a .Mason of high stand- 
ing, a member of this Lodge, has been a matter of 
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MASON'IC TEMPLE. 

high interest to those in authority. Wor. Bro. James 
0. Pollard, Past Grand High Priest of the Cirand 
Chapter, a life-long resident of this place, was well 
known throughout this state and was a man who 
look great interest in the fraternity and, singular to 
record, Bro. Pollard was suddenly removed by death 
within ten days after this dedication at which he was 
present. 

.'\ large number of brethren were present at the 
Imal ceremonies connected with this Masonic Temple 
and having given all the visitors present, including 
the grand olticers. a royal welcome, a banquet was 
served and with toasts and speeches and entertain- 
ment in music and song the brethren felt that this 
splendid edifice had been well opened and dedicated 
to .Masonry. The Lodge is now in the height of 
prosperity, 'fhe rooms are ;ittractive and pleasant 
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to meet in, which is indicated by tlie generally large 
attendance of its members and visiting brethren. In 
addition to the ordinary furniture in the I.ndge nioni 
is a pipe organ and in the assembly rttom below is 
an elegant piano. .\t the head <<! the first flight of 
stairs a fine tablet has been erected, commemorative 
of the event, on which is inscribed: 

Pocahontas Lodge, 211. 1". iS: .\. M. 
Chartered .\. D.. iSji. 



It niav be of in 
nitv and fithers t- 
from its inceptio! 



■'rest t. . the members of the frater- 
note the niViciary of the Lodge 
a record of fiftv vears, not .-ilways 



.1. C. Davis, W. M. 
i:. G. Gould, .1. \V. 
S. Kibbey, Secy. 
.1. .*\. Robertson, .1. D. 
l"red Cory, J. .M. C 
\V. H. Adkinson, Mar 



W 



Chas. C. Idhnson. S. W. 
(ieo. R. Davis, 'I'reas. 
C. n. Durham, S. D. 
IC. \Vm. Medden. S. .M. C. 
Key. \V. IV Clarke. Chap. 
F. P. Odell, Tiler. 
Trustees 
P.. Harper, C. A. MacDonald, Thos. W. Pollard, 
f^uilding Committee 
S. R. Hopkins, B. F. Peck, F. Maier. .Ir. 

C. H. Williams, H. M. Headv. 



obtainable in nif.ny institutions. I'p to the year 
1S70. immediately after the lire, we shall only repre- 
sent the first thri-r ■iHirers <if the Lodge. 

The otKcers for the year 1403, most of whom are 
represented in iV illustration accompanying this 
articl-. are: \V. M.. \Vm. S. .MacDonald; S. W., E. I.. 
M. Guiiin: J \V.. Cndy P>. Durham: Treas., Geo. 1'.. 
Davi.s: S.'c Sin.u-l [\ibbev: Chap., Rev. W. B. 
Clarke: S. D.. i:dwird .1. Forbes: .1. D., |oel l-\ Trout- 
man: S. M. C Wm. F'. Campbell: J. "M. C, May- 
nard W. Jacoby: Mar.. Frank C. Hebee; Org., H. 
DeLancev Knight: Tiler. I'rank P. Odell: Trustees, 
Wm. R. HarpeV, J-.hn C. Davis, Thos. W. Pollard. 

The present ine::\bership of the Lodge is something 
over two hundreo brethren. Regular comnumlca- 
tions are held on :;ie second and fourth 'Tuesdays of 
each niiinth, comm-rncine at tic j). ni. 

'The following ■- the list of the 



CHIEF ELECTIVE OPFICEHS, POCAHONTAS LODGE, FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS: 



YEAR 

1831 
1853 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1836 
1857 
1838 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1861 
1865 
1866 
1867 



1870 



MASTER 

John Morse, 



Lyman T. Moore, 
Edwin J. Tyler, 



Wm. Gunn, 
Edwin Tyler, 
Augustus Goffe, 

Hiram H. Heath, 
Augustus Goffe, 
Perry Stowell, 

James D. Pollard, 

GUbert T. Taft, 
Wm. Walker, 



SEXIOB WARDE.V 

Lyman T. Moore, 

Edwin J. Tyler. 
Wm. A. Swaby. 
James Denison. 

Wm. Gunn, 
Luther F. Veilie. 
Nathan Baker, 
Hiram H. Heatb. 

GUbert Wllcoxen, 
Perry Stowell, 
James H. Petty. 
James D. Pollard. 
Wm. Walker, 

W. F. Hester^ 

S. B. Hopkins, 



.lONIOR WABDEX 

David M. Co.v. 

V\'. A. Swaby. 
James Denison. 
R. Schuyler, 
Wm. Gunn, 
David M. Coy. 
Gilbert Wllcoxen, 
Hiram H. Heath, 
Perry Stowell, 



James H. Pett.v, 
Chas. Hake, 
John Lynn, 
S. B. Hopkins, 
Edgar A. Brewer, 
Wm. Allen, 
A. H. Kittell, 
J . F. Dairy mple. 



From the year 1870, a more complete record is obtainable and a list of the live elective officers is given: 



YEAR 

1871 
1872 
1873 
187t 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1883 
1886 
1887 
1888 



1891 



MASTER 

G. Wilcoxen 
S. B. Hopkins 
J. R. Littlejobn 
D. H. Gordon 
Wm. Walker 
J. D. Pollard 
H. J. Purdy 
P. U. VanAuken 
Chas. W. Riegel 
P. H. VanAuken 
4* 

J. C. Reamer 
Chas. T. Silsby 

A. W. Worth 



S. WARDEN 

H. H. Heath 
J. R. Llttlejohn 
D. H. Gordon 
Cbas Gould 
Geo. Reamer 
J . R. Littlejobn 
P. H. VanAuken 
C. w. Riegel 
M. D. Sisson 
J. C. Reamer 

Chas. T. Silsby 



.T. WABDES 

T. C. Armitage 
B. F. VanCleef 
Geo. Reamer 

H. J. Purdy 
S. B. Hopkins 
M. D. Sisson 

Chas. T. Silsby 



TREASURER 

Moses Rumsey 



J. D. Pollard 
I). H. Gordon 
Geo. B. Davis 



H. C, Knickerbocker 



H.C.Knickerbocker A. W. Worth 
A. W. Worth J. X. Hammond 

Chas- Randolph Geo, M. Compson 

H.C.Knickerbocker Weed Baroum 



H.C.Knickerbocker M. D. Sisson 



1893 
1894 
1893 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
19O0 
1901 
1902 



J . G. Armstrong 

Geo. Ament 
Wm. B. Harper 

«4 

C. A. MacDonald 
it 

Thos. W. Pollard 

44 

John C. Davis 



S. B. Hopkins 
Weed Barnum 
Geo. Araent 
Wm. B. Harper 
C. A. MacDonald 



H. A. Carmer 
Thos. W. PoUai-d 
John C. Davis 

Chas. C. Johnson 



James G. Armstrong 
Chas. SaodersoD 
Geo. Anient 
Wm. B. Harper 
C. A. MacDonald 
R. G. Miller 
H. A. Carmer 

Cbas. C. Johnson 
Fred L. Story 
Wm M. Follett 
Chas. C. Johnson 
W. S. MacDonald 
E. G. Gould 



r. H. wuiiam.s 

T. \V. p.MIard 

Geo. .M. Compson 
Geo. B. Davis 



SECBETARY 

Thos. Kerr 
C. E. WesscU 



W. T. Runyan 



W. J. Pollard 

."S. B. Hopkins 

C. H. Williams 
G. M. Compson 

Samuel Kibbe3' 
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Treaties invnlving Senprri I'jills Lamls; Contest 
over Lands of Cayuga Indians ReUveen Specu- 
lators and the State; Indian Traders, and Mission- 
"The Ratification." 

:\\y Fred OllerJ 
riie lands upon which the village of Seneca Falls 
has been built were ceded to the State of New VorU 
by the Cayuga tribe of Indians. The lands included 
in the boundaries of the first, second and third wards 
were rclinquis-hed by theCayugas in the treaty known 
as the State Treaty with the Cavugas of 1789. Bv 
this treaty they sold to the state the principal part 
of their lands, reserving only what was known as the 
Fast and West Cayuga reservations, respectively, on 
the east and west shores of Cayuga lake, which res- 
ervations contained, "exclusive of the waters of the 
lake" practically one hundred square miles. It is an 
interesting story ending at the council fire which was 



The attendance of the Cayugas was not large or 
representaliie, owing to the violent opposition of 
the It^ssees. Th'* lessees were two companies who 
had leas'd from the Siv N.itions practically all of 
their lands for the period of >ii)<) years. The Indians 
were not allowed to sell tlii'ir lands without the con- 
sent of the state. The humane policy of George 
Washington and the government "of the 13 fires' 
required the presence of United Stales commissioners 
to safeguard the interests of their Indian wards, at all 
treaties held by them for the conveyance of their 
lands. To evade these precautions the lessees had 
"leased" the lands of tlie Indians for such a length of 
time that it practically constituted a sale. John 
Livingston was the most prominent figure in this 
movement which was for the purpose of erecting a 
new state west of the pre-emption line, which, how- 
ever, is not pertinent to this article. 

To properly understand the condition of affairs 
here at the time of this treatv it is necessary to go 
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kindled in .Albany on the iqth day of F'ebruary, 1789. 
I'he treaty was I'mally ratified on the twentv-fifth 
of the same month by, on the part of the state. 
viz: — His excellency Gov. George Clinton, Lieut 
Gov. Van Cortland and Commissioners I'jzra L'Hom- 
inedieu, Abram Ten liroeck. John Hatborn, Samuel 
Jones, Peter Gansevoort, jr., and Egbert Benson. On 
the part of the Cayugas, the treaty states, "with 
sc'\e.ral of the sachems, chiefs and warriors of the 
tribe or nation of Indians called the Cayugas, for and 
on behalf of tlie said nation." On behalf of the 
Cayugas this treaty was signed by fourteen Indians 
and twelve governesses, a very small proportion of the 
head men and women of the tribe. Most of the sig- 
natures are noted as having been .signed by Kanis- 
tagia whose mark was a steel trap. 



back a little and examine some events that occurred 
a few months previous. The late Ceorge Conover 
published a very interesting article covering these 
events, from which 1 quote. .After referring to the 
treaty which the two lessee companies had held with 
the Indians at Kanadesaga (beautiful waters, also 
the former name of Seneca lake) a prominent castle 
or town of the .Seneca Indians located near the outlet 
of Seneca lake, he says: 

"It was finally determined to hold a council in 
September, 1788, at Fort Schuyler, and agents and 
runners were sent out by the New York State com- 
missioners to induce the Indians to attend. Great 
preparations were made for this embassy to the 
Indian country. The board of commissions and 
their retinue started from Albany on the 23d and did 
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not arrive at Fort Schuyler until the 28th of August. 
\ wild, romantic scene was soon presented. Ciov. 
George Clinton pitched his marquee and was sur- 
rounded by many who had been conspicuous in the 
revolution, and were the leading men in the new 
state. They were surrounded by the camp fires of 
the numerous representatives of the Six Xations who 
numbered thousands. Indian traders were there 
from New York and Canada in large numbers with 
their showy goods, trinkets and firewater, ready for 
the sale of their goods [to the Indians] or the espousal 
of either the interest of the state or the lessees [%\hose 
interests lay in preventing the cession of the Indian 
lands to the state by the proposed treaty]. Promi- 
nent lessees from Albany, Hudson and Canada were 
in the crowd, secretly and insiduously endeavoring 
to thwart the object of the council. Learning that 
one of their principals, John Livingston, was present, 
Gov. Clinton ordered him to leave irt three hours and 
retire to the distance of forty miles. Finding that 
the Cayugas and Senecas had held back, messengers 
were sent to Kanadesaga, who found Dr. Burton, a 
prominent lessee, and his agents surrounded by In- 
dians, dealing out liquors and goods and persuading 



York] was dispatched to these tribes to inform them 
what liad been done and to prepare a way for a council. 
Seth Reed, who was living at Old Castle, and Peter 
Ryckerman, living upon the' lake shore at Kana- 
desaga, both noted Indian traders, were engaged to 
aid in getting the attendance of the Indians to the 
council. Reed and Ryckerman responded and sent 
.lames .Manning Reed to Albany with a letter saying 
that they would be at Albany the lattT part of Jan- 
uarv with the Indians, and adding that the lessees 
kept the Indians 'so continually intoxicated with 
liquor that it is impossible to do anything with 
them.' It was not until February. 1789, that Ryck- 
erman was able to collect a suflicient number of 
Indians and to reach Albany." RycK-errnan was well 
repaid for this service as will be seen farther on. 

On the 19th the council was opened (as above 
stated) with the Cayugas, Senecas. Onondagas and 
Oneidas present. Good Peter, or Dominie Peter 
was the principal speaker for the Cayugas. Present 
at the council was a considerable number of 
their women, whom Good Peter called "governesses " 
and of whom he said, "our ancestors considered it a 
great transgression . to reject the council of the 
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THE PARTRIDGE ULOCK. 
(Site of the Old Arnett >rill). Burned July 30, 1890. 

them [the Indians] tliat .\'ew York would either cheat 
them out of their lands 01 else put them to death. 
Many of tliem were undeceived and started on their 
journey, but so great had been the beastly intoxica- 
tion, that but few went farther than Scaw-vase 
[Skoiyase], South Waterloo, being unable to proceed; 
but few reached the council, one Cayuga dving on 
the road. 

"On the Sth of September," ccmtinues Mr. Con- 
over's account, "the council was opened bv a speech 
by Gov. Clinton and after a few days ,1 treatv was 
concluded with the Onondagas whereby all of their 
lands were prr)cured [for the State] except certain 
reservations. .Xegotiations with the Oneidas fol- 
lowed and after some days a like treaty was procured 
from them. The council had continued for twentv- 
live days. It now became important in (.rder to 
secure the balance of the Indian lands to procure a 
treaty with the Cayugas and Senecas. Sanuiel Kirk- 
land [the earliest Kngiish protestant missionarv 
.among the Six .N'alions in Central and Western N'l-w 



women, particularly of the governesses. Tliev con- 
sidered them the mistresses of the soil. They said: 
Who bring us forth? Who cultivate our lands? Who 
kindle "ur fires? Who boil our pots— but the women? 
Our w.imen say let not the tradition of the fathers 
with respect to women be disregarded; let them 
not be despised; God is their maker." Six days of 
negotiations completed the objects of the council. 
The lands ceded reached west of the pre-emption 
r boundary between this state and the "corn- 



line. 



monwealth of Massachusetts" claims [See historv of 
the pre-emption line on another page], and out of it 
Peter Ryckerman received a mile square at the Cay- 
uga ferry and 16,000 acres of land west of Sieneca 
lake lor his services, less 320 acres reserved to a white 
jierson married to a daughter of a Cayuga named 
Thonowas. The Cayugas als.> reserved the salt 
springs on the Seneca river and "the place in the 
Seneca river ,at or near a place called Slcoyes (so 
spelled in the treaty) where the Cayugas have hereto- 
fore taken rel, and .'i competent piece of land on the 
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AMELIA JENKS BLOOMEK. 
(See sketch "Bloomera" pnge 39.) 

southern side of said river at said place suificient for 
the said Cayugas to land and encamp on and cure 
their eel." 

The consideration given to the Cayugas was f joo 
paid down, ? 1,675 on the ist of June following, to be 
paid at Fort Schuyler, and on June ist of every year 
thereafter, to be paid at Fort Schuyler .§500 in silver. 

When, on the following June, the Indians came 
forward to receive the payment of ?i,67j, the state 
took the precautions to render the treaty more secure 
by requiring the signatures of the more representa- 
tive sachems, warriors and chiefs of the Cayuga 
nation, by which they "fully, freely and absolutely 
ratify and confirm said treaty." The leading signa-- 
ture obtained at this time is that of the aged, 
venerated and widely knojvn Cayuga chief Ojageght, 
commonly known as "Fish Carrier." For many 
years, by reason of his age and renown, he had been 
the headsman or leading sachem of the Cayuga tribe. 
The next name signed to the treaty, or rather ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, is the Seneca orator Shagoyegh- 
watha, the well known "Red Jacket." Five names 
follow which "in the absence of the above" are 
signed by Fish Carrier. Then came eighteen Cav- 
uga signatures followed by Gov. Clinton and the 
commissioners. It is sealed in the presence of Samuel 
Kirkland, missionary, Joseph Brant, the well known 
Thayandenaga, the fighting chieftain of the Mo- 
hawks, and four Oneida chiefs. These represented 
the leading and influential men of the Six Nations. 

Woman Suffrage first Proclaimed at Seneca 

Falls, the Home of the Leaders; Story of How 

Four of the World's Distinguished Women First 

.Met; the Street Corner Introduction of Stanton 

and Anthony. 

Drums beat to quarter in the village of Seneca 

Falls the revolutionary army that waged the great 

fight for woman suffrage. In the old Weslevan 

Methodist church which stood at the corner of Fall 

and Mynderse streets, in this village on July 19, 1848, 

the first public convention sent forth the "declaration 

of independence," bearing to the world the names of 

Mrs. Lucretia Mott and Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Here it was first by proclamation declared that 

women have the right— or ought to have — to vote 

and hold office. 

Frederick Douglass, seeking the emancipation of 
the blacks — man as well as woman — was present at 
this meeting, as were also many local celebrities. 



Two days of conferences and discussions, com- 
mittee sessions and reports gave birth to a "bill of 
women's grievances" and tlie declaration that she 
liad the right and would become free. That was the 
idea — not the language. Fifty women and nearly as 
many men subscribed thereto and the proclamation 
was published in the newspapers of all languages in 
all parts of the world. Hut the president of that 
conventi<m and the chairman who reported the fate- 
ful document were men, James .Mott and Henry H. 
Stanton, respectively — husbands of the distinguished 
female leaders of the convention. 

Susan B. Anthony who became the .Moses of Israel 
[living at this writing Nov. 27, 1903] was not there. 
She came into the cause of freedom later, and we 
shall show, was recruited right here in Seneca Falls. 

Mrs. .Amelia Jenks Bloomer was in attendance at 
this convention, but only as a listener. She did not 
sign either resolution or declaration. She believed, 
but at that time she had other work in hand; and 
whereas women had already begun to acquire legal 
right to property she was satisfied to let well enough 
alone. How she came to take another step will also 
be shown. 

Ansel Bascom, a practicing lawyer of Seneca Falls 
was crowned with glory in that convention. To him 
and David Dudley Field were given all of the credit 
for the most important measures of emancipation 
woman had up to that time obtained. In the legis- 
lature of 1845 the shell was cracked. Married women 
for the first time had the right to hold property. 
Then came the constitutional convention of 1846 and 
the legislature of 1847 in both of which Mr. Bascom 
was a member and which had given the cause of 
woman greater speed. They had now a personality, 
the right to earn money and to be the guardian of 
their own children. All hail to Ansel Bascom, a 
Seneca Falls man who had driven the entering 
wedge! The convention now demanded that the 
splitting wedge should be driven. That women 
should vote and hold office. 

It is curious to note that at this time Seneca Falls 
was in the throes of four reform movements. Th: 
first now being described, the second, third and fourth 




Courtcey of S.v rnciise Herald. 

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON. 



"GRIPS" HISTORICAL SOUVENIR OF SENECA FALLS. 




Old Photo. ANSEL BASCOM, First Village President. 
One of the earliest public men of Seneca Falls, who, 
with David Dudley Field, was larjjely instrumental in 
legislation giving women of New York state the right 
of ownership of property in their own name. 

were temperance, dress reform and anti-slavery. 
Mrs. Hloomer was Ihen battling for temperance, .Mrs. 
F.lizabeth Smith Miller had already begun work for 
tiress reform [see article on "Bloomers"] and Miss 
Siisitn 15. .\nthony was delivering sledge hammer 
blows for the emancipation of southern slaves. They 
were \ery soon to be drawn into the great work of 
woman suffrage and right here in this village make 
the compact of union and perseverence. 

.\n(l this is the story of how the four distinguished 
women came together — for the first time in this vil- 
lage. It undoubtedly came about through Mrs. 
liloomer. On .Ian. i, 1H49, she issued the first num- 
ber of her monthly paper, "The Lily." The only 
copy now known to be in existence is in the state 
library at .Albany. .A local temperance society of 
women had conceived and named it. .\t the last 
moment they declined linancial responsibilitv for the 
venture; and so .Mrs. liloomer went on with it, 
rather than to see it fail. "I could not so lightly 
throw olT responsibility," .Mrs. IJloomer said. "Our 
word had gone to the public and we had considerable 
monev on subscription." 

"The Lily" of course attracted Mrs. Stanton's 
attention. .A woman's paper! "published bv a com- 
mittee of ladies," tlie device at the head of its 
<'iilumns; a fiction kept there the first year, though it 
was .Mrs. ISloomer's paper — probably for the influence 
it would exert. Just what was needed — a paper for 
women. So thought Mrs. Stanton. She sought out 
the publisher, that summer of '49, and found her in 
the post office. .Mrs. Bloomer had that spring been 
made deputy by the post master, her husband. .Mrs. 
Stanton introduced herself to the editor of "The 
Lily" and was gladly accepted as one of its volunteer 
contributors. Her pen fed its columns with many 
contributions, at first largely on temperance, the 
writer concealing personal identity from the public 
under the signature ".Sunflower." Next year, 1850, 
.Mrs. Bloomer 'had placed her name at the head of the 
paper and avowed it the champion ol woman's 
rights, also throwing into the scjile for the cause her 
personal talents— eloquence on the platform and 
influence in every day life. 

"The Lily" for .March. i8jo, made clear the 
immediate cause for Mrs. Bloomer's open and active 
alliance with female suffrage. The Tennessee legis- 
lature had decided adversely woman's legal right of 
property. It was more than Mrs. B. could stand. It 
was accepted by her as an invitation to battle. So 
her gun thundered an editorial response: "We think 
il high time that women should open their eyes and 



look where they stand," she wmte. "It is quite time 
that their rights shriuld be di.scusscd, and that woman 
herself should enter the contest." Thus was "The 
Lily consecrated l<> a divine purpose. This is a his- 
tory of woman fulfrage onlv as it concerns Seneca 
I'alis. A complete allirmative historv should copy 
all of that editorial. 

Susan B. .Anthony came to .Seneca Falls in the 
spring of 1850 to attend an anti-slavery convention 
conducted by George Thompson and William Lloyd 
Garrison, and was the guest of Mrs. Bloomer. The 
two ladies were returning from one of the meetings 
when they stopped on u street corner to wait for Mrs. 
Stanton. It was there and then that .Mrs. Stanton and 
Miss Anthonv were introckiced. 

".Afterwards we called together at -Mrs. Stanton's 
house," Mrs. Bloomer later wrote, "and the way was 
fipened for future intercourse between them. It was, 
as Mrs. Stanton savs in her history, an eventful 
meeting that henceforth in a measure shaped their 
lives. Neither wnuld have done what she did with- 
out tlie other. Mrs. Stanton had the intellectual and 
.Susan the executive ability to carry forward the 
novement then recently inaugurated. Without the 
push of Miss .Anthony Mrs. Stanton would probably 
never have gone abroad into active life or achieved 
half she done, and without the brains of .Mrs. Stanton 
.Miss Anthony would n^ver have been so largely 
known to the world by name and deeds. They 
helped and strengthened each other and together 
they accomplished great things for woman and 
humanity." 

Elizabeth Smith .Miller, the daughter of the great 
anti-slavery agitator Gerritt Smith, coming to Seneca 
Falls in 1851, was introduced to Mrs. Bloomer by 
Mrs. Stanton, .Mrs. Miller's cousin. [See article on 
'•Bloomers," page 29.] 

Mrs. Stanton was born at Johnstown, X. Y., Nov. 
12, 1815. She was the daughter of Judge Daniel and 
Margaret Livingston Cady. On .May 10. 1840, sli(> 
married Henry 15. Stanton. In 1847 they moved to 
Seneca Falls and resided there sixteen years. 

Henry Seymour, in whose death on .Aug. 3, 
1878, our village h.st one of its oldest and most a<l- 
ive citizens, was burn at St. .Albans, Vt., .Ian. 10, 
1803. During his childhood, until he was twentv 
years old, his home was in Skaneateles, Onondaga 
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Uesent of Sa-go-ye-wat-ha Chapter, Daiightors 

American Revolution. 

comity, spending a brief period on a farm at I'air- 
lield, O., and later as civil engineer in \'irginia. 
riien he for a time occupied the position of turnkev 
at .Auburn prisoi. and in 1828 located at Seneca 
1-alU, first engaging in the foundrv business, his 
partners beino; successively Cieorge H. .\lcClarv, 
Hiram Cornell and his brother, ICIisha Seymour. In 
iS40-'7 Henry Seymour and .lohn P. Cow ing engage<l 
ill manufacturing pumps: then for three or four years 
.Mr. Seymour continued it alone. In 1S31 and for 
live ensuing years Henry and Elisha Sevmour manu- 
factured trusses and supporters, and in iS^S-'ij Henrv 
was engaged as a member of the (irm of Newell t'i: 
Co. at Jo.dan, in a large wheelbarrow manufactorv. 
Ill i8.'io he formed a (o-part'nership with H. C. Blod- 
gett in the dry goods business and in iS6v'4 was 
interested in a tub and pail 
manufactory with Elisha Sey- 
mour at Toledo, O. Then in 
i8i>lj he again went into trade 
with J. C. \^'oodworth. dispos- 
ing of his interest in 187b. 

It was Henry Seymour who 
planned and organized the Nat- 
ional Veast Co. of Seneca l'"alls, 
of which he became president. 
This hasty resume of his career 
shows that he was active, untir- 
ing in business, seeking the 
best opportunities where he 
found lliem and that he did a 
great deal, both in a general 
way and as one of the original 
pump men, fur Seneca I'alls. 
.\lr. Sevmour was of retired 
habits, reserved in intercourse 
and always approachable, a 
highly interesting man to meet. 
He was a member of the liaptist 
church and always e.xemplified 
a christian spirit. .Mr. Seymour's 
benefactions were fre q u e n l 



though unostentatious and quiet without a herald to 
proclaim tiii'in. .Many families were made to fc-l 
the light of his griii'roslt\' of whom the world never 
knew; and when at last he died, on .Aug. ^, 1878, his 
own family were but a small part of those wlu^ 
mourned his los^. His childrrn, still living, are .Mi'^. 
(). Ci. Chamherl.iin, Maria \'. Seymour and Willis 1 . 
Sevmour of Seneca I'alls, and NIrs. Sii-.an C Knight 
of Troy, \. Y. 

SA-GO-YE-WAT-HA CHAPTER, D. A. R. 

fllV MISS LI.AKIHlil. TKM.KkI 

Sa-go-ye-wat-lia Chapter, IX .\. R., (No. 217I, 
was organized feh. 'jo, i%jii. Sa-go-ye-wat-lia (He 
keeps them aw.ike) the Indian name for Red Jacket, 
was a p<^CLlliarIy appropriate name; for this chapter 
becau.se he was born on the banks of Cayuga lake 
.'ibout four miles from Seneca l-'alls, where a unique 
monument marks his l)irtliplace, and he rendered 
valuable service to the country during the revolution. 
Chapter Hay is .\pril 2^. the annivcrs;iry of Wash- 
ington's presentation of the medal to Red Jacktt. 
Early in its history .Mr. .lohn P. Cowing of Cleveland 
presented to the chapter a fine picture of Red .lacket, 
appropriately framed. 

.A charter was granted .April 8, 1S96, the c:ha>t,-r 
members being Elizabeth Cowing, Janet .McKa\' 
Cowing, Lillies Runisey Sanford, Claribel Teller, 
Elizabeth Woodworth .Addison, Harriet Weed A'aw- 
ger, Minnie Dunbar Huddleston Rogers, Plioebe Hurt 
L'sher, Sarah Grace .Mott, Florence .M. Zacharie. 
Emma Carter Dickinson, Blanche R. Daniels, Nora 
Daniels and Stella Elizabeth I3urt. The oDicers 
elected at the first meeting were Mrs. Sanford regent. 
Miss Elizabeth Cowing treasurer, Mrs. Dickinson 
secretary and Mrs. Rogers registrar. .Mrs. Dickinson 
being unable to perform the duties of the oflice, soon 
resigned and Miss Teller was elected serretary. 
There was no change in these f>l1icers for sever.al 
vears. Miss Cowing, bv the unanimous wish of the 
chapter has served as treasurer contiiumuslv since its 
organization. In iqtx) Mrs. .\ddison wiis chosen 
regent serx'ing until i^^cij, when Miss J. M. Cowing, 
the present regent, was chosen. The present mem- 
bership is hfty-five. 

In October, 1896, the chapter, on invitation, joined 
the State Federation of Women's Clubs, but it liavint; 
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been decided that the 0. A. R. is a national and not 
a state organization, it soon thereafter withdrew. 

In June, 1901, wp were lionored with a visit from 
the state regent, .Mrs. Ver Planck. Miss Seymour 
opened her handsome residence for a reception. 
Among the guests were Mrs. Little, Regent of Ironde- 
quoit Chapter, Rochester, the present state regent: 
Miss Hopkins, regent of Seneca Chapter, Geneva; 
Mrs. Newman of Watkins and individual members 
from Owasco Chapter, Auburn, and Seneca Chapter, 

On Jan. i, igoi,"the Chapter gave a Colonial Tea 
to their friends at the library building, formerly the 
residei.ce of the late Jamts H. Gould. The rooms 
were warm and bright with color given b\ the 
American flags which were artistically draped, and 
many quaint old woven coverlets of blue, red and 
green; some of them \ery ancient were loaned by 
different families who keep them as heir looms. The 



dence of one of its memliers, awaiting the time when 
either the Daughters or the library shall have a home 
of its own. 

The Chapter has been the recipient of many valu- 
able books from personal friends and from our 
member of assembly. 

In March, i><^fi, the Chapter used its inlluence with 
other chapters for an appropriation by Congress for 
printing the continental records. It has offered for 
several vears a prize of live dollars for the best essay 
written bv schofil children. It sends to Washington 
each year a staled amount toward the building of 
Contmental Hall. During the Spanisii-.Vnierican 
war it did many things tending toward the comfort 
of the soldiers, sen<ling them clothing and literature 
and money to the .National war fund. In short, it 
contributes liberally to every patriotic object brought 
to its attention. 

Under the provision of Chap 411, laws of i8q6, 
the Chapter has placed markers at the graves of 
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art gallery contained pictures of The Daughters and 
pnjminent citizens taken long ago, and the loan 
e-\hibit proved very interesting. The Daughters and 
some of the guests were attired in costumes of 'Ve 
olden time;" perhaps the oldest and most unique 
costume was a wedding gown made in 1801 and 
owned by one of the Daughters. 

The Chapter has always been specially interested 
in the welfare of the village library, and has done 
much to insure its success. While the library was in 
a building where there was room, it maintained a 
bookcase filled with many books on ancestral and 
geneaological subjects, valued to-day at five hundred 
dollars, and it is growing in volumes and value 
every day. When the library association moved to 
smaller rooms, the books, the picture of Red Jacket, 
the flag and other possessions were taken to the resi- 



many revolutionary soldiers. It is its aim sometime 
to erect a monument to these soldiers and to have a 
trdjiet inscribed with their names. 

The following is a list, so far as they could be 
found, of the revolutionary soldiers, and towns to 
which they belonged, and so far as possible towns or 
cemeteries in which they are buried: 

Covert 
Noah Jennings 

l'"ayette 
George Facbmau Nathan Cook— corporal— d 

John Cowdry Feb 12 183S-buricd on his 

Nicholas Disinger-buricd farm-N Y Mil 



Reformed church ceme- 
tery 
John Gambee-Ref ch cem 
PhilipLeddick— NY militia 
James McClung — died 1SI9 

aged 95 years— Pa Mil 
James Sooby 



Philip Ediugton 

Wm Gambor 

Henry Mattbews 

Nathaniel Prall 

Jonattian Rogers 

John Rumsey 

Jacob Wicks- Waterloo cem 
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Lodi 
Rov Abialmm Itiokiiw-N Nlo'iolus Guillck-ooi'p 



J Mil 

Joha Emmons 

John Garrison-N Y Conti- 
nental 



Williiim Slaoy-Mus« Line 
Sylvanns Ti'avt* ra 
Peter Vnn Zatidt 



Ovid 



Nathaniel Itallard 
CorneliuB Bortine 
Thomas Covert 
Andrew Dunlap-Penn lino 

-d May 26 1851 
Rrimuel Ferris-Serif't 
Nicholas Huff 
Richard Huff 
Elijah Kinne, Senior 
Abraham Low 



Abram P^aac 
DenjaniinScott-WcrK-l'tiin 

Mil 
Folkard Sebrinif-N Y Mil 
Peter Sherman 
Peter Smith 
.ToBcph Stull-N Y Mil 
William Taylor 
Abraham van Doren, Sen 
Ephraim Weed 



Runudiis 



HaynesBartlett-Dragooi - 

N J Con'l 
Samuel Bragingrtou-team- 

ster 
David Depew-Serg-N J Mil 



Capt Abel Frisbie-USNavy 
DegoreyProwtt-Driiinmer 
-McDuffytown-N Y line 
William Wilson 



David Dey-<1 July 27 1H5I Ool Yarick 

Skillman Douijhty Ilastiriius Williams— Life 

John Gambee, Sen Guard 

Johnathan Pray Robert Wilson 

Waterloo 



Thomas llalch-U S Navy 
John Chamberlain 
John Gregory 
James Hull 

Others Not Locited 



William Smith 

Nathan Teal-Conn Line 

Josiah Taylor 



Jacob Ackprly-N Y Line 
Henry Barnes " 
William Barney 3d- Peun 

Line 
William Ueden-Corp-Con n 

Line 
JonathanBelcher-MassL'n 
Thos Bellows-Conn Con'l 
Wm Bilson-Lee's Leg'n 
Joseph Bond " 
AbrahamBrokaw-NYCou'l 
Michael Buck-Mass Line 
Solomon Burlingaine-R I 

Line 



William Moulton-Lieut- 

Conu Line 
Barnabus Murray— Penn 

Line 
John Neal-Md Line 
Jehia Xilea-Conn Line 
Ebenezer Pierce-MassLine 
Joshua Sayre-Eosign-N Y 

Con'l 
Zedekiah F Randolpn-N J 

Con'l 
Josiah Reeves 
James Rioe-Serg-N J Line 
Thaddeus Russcll-X J Mi 




Pruden, Photo. VILLAGE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Lower Row (left to right)- Dr. J. Spencer Purdy, health ofticer; Harold Dull', 
president; James Alderman, secretary. Top Row (left to right-— John Went/, 
and Charles Coons, commissioners; Fred Hock, registrar of vital stutistics. 
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Cristopher Baldy-buried at 

Bridgeport . 

E/,eklel Bebee- buried at 

Old South 
J abe:« Carter 
William Chatham- burled 

at Bcidgeport-d lSo4 age 

06 vrB 
Capt SarauelHarris-buried 

at Bridgeport 
John Harris— burled 

Brldjfeport 

Henry Brlnk-N Y Con'l 
Nathaniel Burchard 
Anthony Morgan 



Samuel Corwln 
Amos Denton-burled 
BoroulU8-N Y Line 



Handell Hewitt-buried at 

Metcalf 
Alfred Hozier 
Needham Maynard 
John Metcalf— buried at 

Metcalf 
WmSackett-Sprg-ReEtvale 

Cem-N Y Mil 
Lawrence Van Cleef-Pros- 

p ct Hill Cem-N 1"^ Line 
Gershom Vanderlyden - d 

March 29, lUlO 
Tyre 

Asa Smith-d Nov 11 1841- 

Mass Line 
Richard Thomas 
Varick 

John \V Prouty-Conn Mil 
In Lewis Sharp 

Alex Steele-N J Mil 



at 



John Caywood — N J Mil 
Samuel Clark 3d-Serg " 
Daniel Clark -Conn Line 
Luke P Covert-F'e maj-X 

YMil 
Benj Crocker-Mass Line 
Nathaniel Cutler-Serrf-N Y 

Con'l 
Sqr Davenport-Conn Line 
John Davenport ■' 
Peter Day-Serg-N J Mil 
Matthew Deuuison- Bom- 
bardier 
John W Dcwey-Conn 
Moors Diramiok-MassCon'l 
Jonathan Dolbee-R I Line 
Cornelius Dunham-NYMil 
John Featherly 
BenJ Ford-Conn Line 
Joseph Hager 
Thomas Hale-Conn Line 
Joseph Hall-Penn Mil 



Ezekiel Seott-Conn Line 
Atmre Si'liring 
Abrather Seekel-R I Line 
Matthias S'aight 
John S;>lfridge-N Y Line 
John Sexton-Conn Line 
Willirtm Shaff-Ma«s L ue 
Silas Saepard-N Y L'ui; 
Andrew Smith-N J Mil 
William Stage-Penn Line 
John Sutton 
Ebenezer Thompson-Pen n 

Line 
Philip Stout-Sergeant 
John Van Arsdale-NJLlnc 
John VanTuyl-N \" Mil 
Orra Vredenbmgh— N Y 

Con'l 
Abram Vreeland-Fifer 
Jacob Ward-Conn Line 
Paul Wellman " 
.Tacob Whiter-Mass Line 
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Amos Wbipley-MasB Line 
Silas Wlnans-N Y Line 
Eplirain White '• 
JamesWiiltham-Mass Line 
Clark Wooden-Conn Mil 
Thos Woodworth 
Simeon Wright 
Solomon Wriglit-MaBsLiiie 



Camden's Brittanica " 
iioi to 1654. As eai'ly 



Uorrowed Photos. 
JOHN A. RUMSEY. 

Stephen Hulbert— Drum- 
mer-Conn Reg't 
Buckleyjohnson-Mass L'n 
.lacob Koon-N Y Oon'l 
John Mandeville-Lieut 
Beni Manning N J Mil 
Paul McKtnstry-ConnLine 
Timothy Mcintosh " 
John MjbNally-Mass Line 

John A. Rumsey. — We read in the History of 
ICugland that Edgar Atheling, uucle of Matilda of 
Scotland, sent her to the "Xtinnery of Rumsey." As 
Matilda's coronation tool< place in 1100 it shows 
that the Rumsey family had a local habitation and 
ii name previous to this date in England, but how 
iuuch earlier has not yet been discovered. A branch 
of the family lived in Wales in 1253 and one V/illiani 
Rumsey was a barrister of such great ingenuity and 
liiiouledge that he was called the "picklock of the 
law. " The name Romsic, Rumsie and Rumsey, as it 
is variously spelled, is found in "Froisart's Chronicles 
of Invents, 132(1 t<i 1400," ■ 
and in "Rymcr's Foldera, " 
as 1665 Charles, I'ldward 
and William Rumsey emi- 
grated from Wales .-md 
arrived at Cliarleston. S. C. 
At tli<' time of Bacon's war 
«ilh the Indians they re- 
moved to New York, where 
llii'x separated, Charles 
going to Cc'cil countv, Md. 
I'lom his branch came Col. 
C'harles Riunsc}', a per- 
sonal friend of Gen. Wash- 
ington, licnjamin Rumsey, 
and James Uumse}' who 
inv<Mited the li.st steam- 
boat and wlmse name is 
r<'.corded in the .lournal of 
Congress as "one of the 
benefactors of mankind." 
l''rom Edward and Wil- 
liam, who rennined in 
.\ew York, sprang the 
Connecticut branch and 
Ihe Orange loimly, X. Y., 
families. 



Jolin Rumsey, grandfather of llic subject of Ihis 
sketch, was biini in Orange <-ounl\', 1733, and m.'n-- 
ricd Marv,daugiiler of Thomas Russell ol X<'U burgh, 
X. '^■. They came to EaycUte in i7c)3. lie i)ought 
lot Xo. 23, containing (100 ai'res of land ol William 
'l'hom]ison, Oct. fi, 171^3. This tract uasnexl to what 
is known as the Swan farm on Senei'a lake in the 
town of Fayette. Thev had a large family of child. en 
all of whom went west at an earlv day e.-vcept .Xa- 
than. Nathan Rumsev married his owr, cousin, M:uy, 
daughter of .Moses Rumsey and l.\dia .Miller. ISoih 
.lohn and .Moses Rumsev were Revolutionary soldiers. 

John .\. Rumsey was the son of Xallian and .Mary 
Rumsey. He was born in l''ayette. .Ian. 20, iHn). 
He had only such limited educational advantages as 
were provided in the (lioneer settlements of those 
days, but he made the most of his Unui. He remained 
on the farm until he was twenty-one years old and 
earned enough money to go out into the world. 
Then lie went to Ohio to sell pumi)s for a Mr. Kellv, 
where he stayed a year; and to further inc:rea.se his 
profits he returned with his wagon loaded with 
timothy seed which he sold to the fanners. In the 
following year he applied to Cowing & Seymour for 
a position and was fortunate in being able to give 
them a most laudatory letter from the fjiinily physi- 
cian and friend, Dr. Oakley. In after years when Dr. 
Oakley came. from the East to visit ih. Rumsey, he 
would tell with pride how he had early predicted for 
Mr. Rumsej' an honorable career. Cowing & Sey- 
mour engaged Mr. Rumsey as salesman andcoUectcjr. 
At the end of two years, in 1^44. he made an 
arrangement with Cowing & Seymour to sell pumps 
on commission in the Xew England states, canvass- 
ing the territory from Springfield Mass., to Bangor 
Me. He was thus engaged for nearly live years, 
residing in Springfield and Haverhill, Mass, and Do-, 
ver, X. H. At first he canvassed personally, then with 
a few teams and agents: but during the last year he 
had twenty-four teams and agents on the road and 
made money both for himself and the company-. 
The agents would report in person at Mr. Ramsey's 
headquarters cmce a month or six. weeks, according 
to the territory they had to cover. The latter part of 
1845 he returned, and .Tan. i, 1846, married Miss Anna 
Freeland, daughter of Peter I'reeland ;ind Anii.i 
Demarest, of Fayette, N. Y. They started at once for 
Massachusetts, driving there. ]'"ollowing the turn- 
pike to Albany they crossed the Hudson river at 
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Old Photo. THE OLD BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Greeiibusli on ;i ferry and then went to Pittsfield, 
Mass. At this time Mr. Kumsey took three agents 
and tliree teams of horses with him. He was \erv 
successful in business and invested his surplus in the 
stock of a Boston bank. In 1849 he returned to 
Seneca Falls, when a re-organization of the firm 
took place and he became a member of the firm of 
Cowing & Co., with John P. Cowing and Henrv W. 
Seymour. The company had been manufacturing 
pumps under w hat was known as the -Miner patent. 
The in\ entory of the machinery, goods, etc., put in 
by Cowing & Seymour showed less than §10,000. 
NIr. Rumsey put in .Sj,ooo, the amount he had made, 
over and above expenses,while selling on commission 
ill the East. Fifteen thousand dollars made up the 
capital stock of the company. In i860 Mr. Seymour 
sold his interest to Philo and George Cowing, and 
in 1864 Mr. Rumsey retired from this firm and organ- 
ized the firm of Rumsey & Co., having as partners 
his brother, Moses Rumsey, and Warren J. Chatham, 
each of whom had a one-lifth interest. 

The erection of new works and the building up of 
a new business was something of an undertaking but 
it was accomplished through the foresight, the in- 
domitable will and energy of John A. Rumsey. A 
small brick building and a fair sized furnace was the 
arena of the first year's experience. The trade of the 
voung company was phenomenal and where once 
stood the littlr shop and furnace soon were reared 
large buildings. When the company took possession 
of the site in 1864 the buildings could accommodate 
less than fifty workmen. Mr. Chatham retired in 
1874. In 1876 the company was re-organized as 
Rumsey & Co., Limited, being one of the first in 
.New York state to take advantage of the "limited" 
law, with a capital stock of Sioo.cxx) all paid in. 
Moses Rumsey retired in 1878 and from this tin\e 
until his death John .\. Rumsey was sole owner. The 
success of the company, its rapid increase in build 
ings, quantity and quality of goods manufactured, its 
enviable reputation the world over, was the work of 
this one man's brain guiding the hands of skill which 
were ever so loyal to him. Fietween Mr. Rumsey 
and his employees there was unusually good feeling. 
He knew his men personally and had an interest in 
the prosperity of the workman and his family. He 
had an intuitive sense of right which enabled him to 



draw an rvcw line. 1 1 is men iu^ld iiiiii in liigli rst<'('m 
and there are many yet living who -.|u'.il< with pridi- 
of llie iiuinber of \ears lhc\' wnrk'cd for liini, ami 
liat-l ahva\'S received justice. Under his <]uicl< speech 
ihcy knew then' was a triider lican. He li;i<l slroiii; 
convictions that cxery man should own ,1 liome 
and that the house should stand in the wife's 
name; and to encourage this ide.i and build up the 
town he, in 1857, bought a tract of land fr<im Or. 
Heath, laid it out in lots, built twelve to liflccn 
houses and sold them to his employees and others 
wli<;t wanted a home, on easy terms. In some easf's 
he advanced money to men who wished to build, and 
in a short time Runise\'ville was an established fact, 
the families of Da\"id Ward, John .McPtride, Uich.ard 
divider, Edward Short, John Bowers, Wm. I'rulig. 
John Suter, John Gihnoie, Patrick Ward and ,\lrs. 
Sophia W.'ilters having liomes there. He built the 
first school house in Rumse\'ville. Mr. Rumse\ was 
a fjreat lover of trees. He remembered with jilcisure 
the streets of New England villages where the foliage 
formed an arcli o\er the roadway. He wished lli<; 
same stale of afTairs to e.\ist in Senrca I'alls .-iiid 
offered a prize of money e.'ich j'ear to the person who 
planted the most trees. .Mr. Runisev was essentially 
a business man. His ambition was to found a busi- 
ness of such magnitude that it would relied iredil 
upon himself and commemorate his name: ami 
who will not say "he builded better than he knew," 
for ha\'e we not with us the fruit of his labors in the 
success of Rumsey & Co., Ltd.? It still runs in the 
full tide of prosperity under the skillful manageiuent 
of .Nfr. Henry R. Micks, (s(jn-in-law of Mr. Rumsey. I 
who is president and manager of the company. .\lr. 
Rumsey was a man of generous impulses, true to his 
friends, kind and just in his judgment of men. He 
was above, petty jealousies and always expressed 
pleasure when he learned of the success of his quon- 
dam employees. He never selfishly held a man back 
from taking something better outside because he was 
of value to him, but encouraged them as he did his 
cousins, Messrs. Lewis .Miller and Moses Rumsev,wIio 
became two of St Louis' millionaires. He had a 
frank, cordial manner. His hearty greeting, his total 
freedom from cant and affectation were an open 
sesame to every circle. Honesty of purpose marked 
his whole life. His reputation was du? to his 
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DR. D. O. BLACKBURN. 

straightforward plodding industry, unswerving in- 
tegrity and good will to all. 

He was a director of the National Exchange Bank 
from its organization and also of the Exchange 
National IJank. .'Vt the time the bank was founded 
he was strongly urged by .Mr. .1. B. .lohnson to give 
up manufacturing and enter banking with him as his 
future work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kumsey had si.x children: Eugene A, 
Rumsey; Mariella (Mrs. Henry Luther Whitman of 
St. Louis, Mo ); Lillies (Mrs. Leonard Gibbs San- 
ford); Howard DeForest; .4riana (Mrs. Henry Rath- 
bone .Micks); Elizabeth Cowing (Mrs. .\ndrew G. 
Mercer). Like a bright star Mr. Rumsey's home life 
shone above all other virtues. Friend and stranger 
were ever welcome, the latch string was always out. 
He loved his home. His devotion to his family and 
his domestic virtues were an open book. Indulgent 
to a fault he gave his children every advantage they 
were willing to grasp and responded generously to 
an expressed wish. To his family his memory is an 
inspiration. He died in the early morning of Memor- 
ial Day, May 30, 1888. He was so closely identified 
with the history of Seneca Falls and its jirogress for 
forty years that his name will 
linger many years in the memory 
of man with happy recollection. 

Eugene A. Rumsey, son of 

.loliM .^. and .'\nna Freciand 
Ui.ims!?y, was born at South 
fkookCield, Mass., Oct. 11, 1S46. 
On his mother's side his ancestors 
came from Holland and France 
and were men who held honora- 
ble positions in Manhattan in 
the old colonial days. Thev 
embrace the names of Michael 
Vreelandt, Jan Strycker, Jean Des 
.Marest, Simon De Ruine, Jan 
Haringh, Simon Jacobse Van 
Winkle, Jan Romeyn, Jan Cor- 
nelise Uougaert, Joost de Baene, 
etc. .Mr. Rumsey attended the 
Seneca Falls Academy, Dwight 
School at Clinton, N. Y., and 
Oberlin College. He was, it might 
be said, born and bred in the 
pump business of wl ich his father 



was one of the founders. He represented the lirni in 
dilferent parts of the countrv as traveling agent, and 
was vice president of Kumsev & Co., L't'd. During 
the closing years of the life of his father, who was bat- 
tling with an insidious disease, the mantle of busi- 
ness was substantially put on his shoulders. Upon 
the death of John A. Rumsey, in 18.S8, he became 
president and manager, and it was a cause for con- 
gratulation to the army of workt-rs and extended 
business interests that the wurks would continue 
without interruptiim. He resigned and retired from 
the business in iSgo. 

Mr. Rumsey's diversion was politics. He became 
a leading spirit in town and county meetings. He 
was a Democrat. He represented his ward in the 
board of trustees, was president of the village and a 
member of the board of education, the duties of 
which offices he discharged with energy, intelligence 
and discretion. In all departments or counsel his 
judgment was e.xcellent, as in all obligations of ser- 
vice his time, work and resources could be confidently 
commanded. He was direct and outspoken, some- 
times almost to the point of brusqueness, but he was 
a man to whom one could appeal in an emergency, 
and his sympathetic nature and kindly ways made 
him many warm personal friends. No man in Seneca 
Falls was more generally known or bore a more 
active or conspicuous part in local affaiirs. He was 
generous to a fault and his kind deeds will be long 
remembered. .Mr. Rumsey died .\ug. 17, i8gf). He 
was married twice. His children are I-uella Rumsey, 
John .A. Rumsey and Howard Uarnum Rumsey. 

Dp. D. O. Blackburn, the Osteopath, is the 
pioneer in the practice of that profession in Senec;i 
Falls. Finding that hereabouts was a field in 
which osteopathy was not being practiced, he ob- 
tained a favorable location for residence andollice at 
.\'<>. 203 West Fall street, and l.>cated there in Sep- 
tember, 1903. The doctor came with an experience 
and education in hi-, chosen profession that very soon 
obtained for him that succe...s in Ills treatment of 
crises which became known thmuglioul the cfimmun- 
ity and the result was that he secured a nuicli better 
business than he had reason to expect in so short a 
lime. He had the advantage ipf not only a thorough 
course in the study of osteopathy but in the associ- 
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ation in practice with experienced osteopaths. Be- 
sides, he lias the further advantage of havinsi a 
valued assistant in his wife who is able to properly 
and scientirnally treat fcniaU* patients. Dr. lilack- 
burn is also educated in electropathy, which he is 
practicing with good results. He was at one time 
the vice president of the New York School of Elec- 
tropathy, from which he was graduated, and is also 
a graduate of the New York School of Osteopathv. 
The doctor is a native Pennsylvanian, but was edu- 
cated at Waverly, X. Y., where he resided many 
years. He and his wife have made manv friends in 
Seneca Falls and obtained high recognition in the 
profession. 

Dr. H. S. Waldorf i- a native of Wolcoll, 
N. Y., where he received his early educatioy, graduat- 
ing from Leavenworth Institute of that place, .\fier 
one year's e.sperience in teaching school his studv 
Wtis resumed at Cazeno\'ia Semmarv. Ha\'ing c^im- 
pleted his course at Ca/.eno\ ia, teaching wiis resumed 
for a few years. He then took a course in dentistrx- 
at the L'niversily of iluffalo, after the completion of 
which he was taken in partnershij) with an estab- 
lish.ed practiti(-)ner of his profession in his native 
town. In the early part of igoi he located in Seneca 
I-'alls fitting up dental parlors in the Failing BUick 
over Waller's hardware store where he has since con- 
ducted his practice. Me is identified with the .M. IC. 
church and is a member <if the .Masonic order and 
the Kiiights of Pythias. 

Early Banking.— Erastus Partridge in 184^* 
opened a private bank, the first in Seneca Falls. In 
January, 1854, he established the Bank of Seneca 
I'alls, capital $50,000, and in 1858 erected the Part- 
ridge building which was alterwards burned. The 
Partridge bank was reorganized as the First -National 
Bank of Seneca Falls, capital 850,000, Sept. 14, 1863, 
and was discontinued Feb. 7, 1881. 

Mechanic's Hall was erected in 1816 by Ci. \'. 
Sacket, L. F. Stevens, Abijah .Mann and Col. Myn- 
derse. The building burned down Dec. 14, 1859. In 
jUif) there were 27 frame buildings in Seneca Falls. 



The Shakespeare Society of Seneca I'alls \\';is 
founded In Oecember, iSij, its primary object Ijeing 
the studv of .Shakespeare and the drama. During 
the 21 years of its existence all the plays of Sh.'ikes- 
peare have been read and studi<-d several times and 
bv various methods. I'or a few years questions on 
the plavs were proposed and discussed; then topics 
in connection with the plays, such as Tradition .-md 
Folk-Lore, Classical and Mythical, .\llusions. His- 
torical References, etc., were assigned, and papers not 
to exceed five minutes were prepared by members. 
.Again, one long paper was furnished after the play 
was read, followed by discussion. 

Though so much has been written, there is always 
"one more new word" to say about Shakespeare, and 
papers have been read before the society, which 
proved t^i be new criticism and original in conception. 
Some of these appeared in Shakesperiana Magazine, 
and manv others are worthy of a permanent place in 
Shakesperiana. 

During the first fourteen years the study was de- 
voted entirely to Shakespeare. Since then some time 
has been given to Book Reviews, Current Events or 
some new voice of to-day. 

The meetings were held weekly from Oct. i to May 
I, for seventeen years, when they became fortnightly. 
This change was made on account of the increased 
number of clubs in town. 

The [iiendiership is limited to thirty-five active 
members. The Society has had practically the same 
ofiicers since its organization: .Mrs. Silsby president, 
and Mrs. Lester, Sirs. Randell. .Mrs. Lathrop, .Miss 
Henion.Miss Root and Miss Lorniore who have served 
as first and second vice presidents, corresponding 
and recording secretaries and treasurer. 

The Shakespeare Society of Seneca Falls is the 
oldest Shakespeare Club in the United States, com- 
posed exclusively of women. It joined the .New York 
State Federation of Women's Clubs in November, 
1894, as charter member. 

Though it turns aside occasionally to olher sub- 
jects — till? study of Shakespeare stinmlates (he miud, 
broadens and uplifts it and inspires an interest in all 
vital questions — to the greatest study of all it always 
returns with renewed enthusiasm. .And so, after 
twenty-line years of Shakespeare study, the society 
still ciunmends it to other clubs as an inexhaustable 
theme, and one to hold the interest. 
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MRS. M. R SILSBY. 
President of the Shakespeare Society. 
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Milton Hoag. — .Much of the liistoiy of Seneca 
Falls is interwoven with that of Milton Hoag, the 
president of the Exchange National 13ank, at one 
time the owner of a great deal of real estate in Sen- 
eca Falls and one of the men who during his time 
has done very much in building up the village. Mr. 
Hoag, the son of John J. and Sarah Combs Hoag, 
who were prominent residents of .Montgomery 
county, X. Y., was born at Matt Creek, town of Root, 
Montgomery county, July 29, 1830. It was at Pala- 
tine Bridge, town of Palatine, in that county, that 
his father, after a busy life, and his mother both 
died. -'Vt sixteen years of age, after the training in 
farm life that boys of those days received, Milton 
Hoag learned the tiade of butcher, which he followed 
for three years, when he embarked in the grocery 
business at Spraker's Basin near Canajoharie. In 
February, 185 1, he came to Seneca Falls and entered 



the employ of .\dams & Hoag, rectiliers of whiskey, 
one of the lirm being his brother, Delavan Hoag. .\t 
the i-\piration of three vears Milton Hoag bought 
out the lirni and for twelve years carried on the busi- 
ness, in which he met with linancial success. Milton 
Hoag soon became the most widely known rectilier 
of whiskey in this section of the state. Among his 
customers were large grocery houses in the chief vil- 
lages and cities for miles around and he delivered 
considerable quantities to customers by means of 
wagons sent across the country north and south. 
Those were the days when whiskey of the stamp he 
rectified was regarded as a household necessity and 
it was sold by him to such large concerns as the 
Crouses of Syracuse, to whom he shipped nian-y bar- 
rels annually. It is the fact, neither commcm nor 
uncommon among men engaged in producing ardent 
spirits, that Mr. Hoag never tasted a drop of liquor or 
spirits in any form nor used tobacco. .Although he 
loved horse racing and was a patron of that sport he 
never bought a pool in his life. 

Mr. Hoag was one of the original stockholders and 
founders of the Natit>nal Exchange Bank of Seneca 
Falls, and it was during the palmj' days of that 
institution that he largely increased his holdings 
until at one time he held nearly one-third of its c;ip- 
ital stock. When that bank was succeeded by the 
present Exchange National Bank, .Mr. Hoag became 
one of its stock holders. He is nfiw its president and 
has been for the past seven years. 

It was in 1866 that he sold out his business as a 
rectifier to Charles A. Parsons who was at the time 
the cashier of the National E.xchange (old) Bank. 
Then began that active life of real estate transactions 
which has identified hirn so closely with Seneca 
I'alls. Buying, remodeling and improving business 
blocks he in years that followed carried out plans 
that gave the village a considerable impetus in 
growth and resulted in his investment of thousands 
of dollars; all ol which proved profitable until the 
big fire of 1890 which swept away a large portion of 
the business section of Seneca Falls and in which Mr. 
Hoag lost over §55,000, over and above all insurance. 

At the time he sold out to Mr. Parsons — the same 
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year — Mr. llnag piiri'liascd C;irr's luilcl, ciirncr iif 
I'all and State streets, aiul spent a 1ar{;e sum nf 
iiumey In <;reatly inipnivinf,' llie building. It was 
praetically the beginning cif tlie Hiiag Hiiusc, the 
well kiKiwn Ixistelry whlc li liasslnce Ixirne tlial name. 
Alxiiit the time he aeqnired the hutel he bciuglit 
rnion hall and the Cnddebac U l')ts. I'rinr to these 
ventnres, however — in i86j — lie bought the King 
homestead, Xo. 31 Caynga street, wliieli has from 
llial time to the present been his home. On the site 
of the King house he hnally began the erection of a 
palatial residence which was completed in i8t)o, and^ 
has since furnished the family a spacious and beauti- 
fully furnished home. 

In 1882 Mr. Hoag purchased the Springbrook farm, 
a highly cultivated and well equipped plaie two 
miles north of the village where f<ir some years 
he engaged in breeding and training trotting horses. 
He was led into it by the desire to engage in a con- 
genial occupation. Lnder his personal direction on 
this farm was bred and trained the best stock for 
speed and equine beauty. In 1899 ''^ bought the 
adjacent property, the .Metcalf place, ;uid combined 
the two, afterwards breeding hor.ses on a larger scale. 
His stock finally obtained considerable prominence. 
Among the best known bred by Mr. Hoag was 
Roseolo. the great prize winner at .Madison Square 
Garden, X. V., in igoo, which at that time carried 
off several prizes and was the winner of the grand 
prize in competition with the other prize winners 
at that horse show. 

On I'eb. 13, 1901, .Mr. Hoag sold the farm and 
retired from horse breeding but he has never become 
the less a lo\er of high grade horses. 

In 1885 he purchased Maurer's interest in Maurer 
& Carpenter's drug store and four years later bought 
out Carpenter. This business he carried on until it 
was burned out, but never resumed it. In 1886 he 
purchased the two stores on the south side of Fall 
street, known as the King block and the store adja- 
cent thereto. ,\ few days later he bought the Daniels 
Opera House block on the north side of Fall street 
which he reconstructed and remodelled at a large 
expenditure of money, making it bv all odds the 
prettiest and best opera house of its time between 
Syracuse and Rochester. In 1877 Mr. Hoag took 
jiersonal charge of his hotel, the Hoag House, and 
cimducted it until it was burned in the fire of 1890. 
This conHagration also swept away pretty much all 
of his other business properties, including the opera 
house and drug store, and unfortunately for the vil- 
lage cut off his resources and revenues to the e.xtent 
that permanently checked his activity in real estate 
ventures. But he has now reached that age in which 
speculations are no longer practicable, although he 
is never entirely out of active transactions, still hav- 
ing his eyes on the main chance. 

.Mr. Hoag, who is an enthusiastic sportsman and a 
crack shot both in trap and field shooting, was the 
pioneer of trap shooting in this state. He partici- 
[lated in the Xew York state sportsmen's annual 
conventions twelve consecutive years and won many 
prizes for his marksmanship. But his favorite sport 
was with his gun and dogs. The latter, "Lou" and 
"Frank," were well known and much admired among 
his sporting fri<fnds throughout the state. 

.Mr. Hoag, a democrat, has given little or no 
attention to politics. He was wedded to Miss Rose 
.\. Finnegan and they have two daughters, Irene K,, 
who has attended the Manhattan School in .Xew 
York, and Ethel M., a graduate of Yates Castle Clas- 
sical school of Syracuse. 

Early Flour Mills -[By Mrs. L. R. Sanfordj- - 
The Bayard Co. built the first red Hour mill on the 
site of the present Chamberlain mills in 1798. In 
1807 it erected the red mill where the Rumsey & Co. 



power hi>use now stands. These two mills gave to 
the settlement the n;une, Myndersc \in\ .Mills. In 
the division t>f prof)ert\' made bv the members of the 
Bayard Co., in 1825, the first red mill fell to the lot 
(if .Anthony, Charles and Samuel IVv. In 1830 it 
liecame the property of Jacob 1'. Chamberlain. The 
lower Red Mill was f)wne<l from 1830 to 1845 by 
William and Samuel B;iyard who were residents of 
the village. They sold to Tower A; Comjiany who 
came from Lyons. Later Mr. Chamberlain bought 
and operated the mill, and it was finally sold for a 
distillery in which several were interested. 

In 1823 a llouring mill was built by .\bram it 
Samuel I'aync called the Clinton Mills. This mill 
was a wooden structure and stood next to the Citv 
.Mill <ir what is now known as the Xational .Adver- 
tising Company. Lewis B. Howell, father of .Mrs. 
Cornelius Hood afterwards owned the mill. 

The largest and most prosperous mill, in the 
estimation of some of the old inhabitants was the 
Stone -Mill at the foot of State street where the Part- 
ridge block' now stands. The land was bought in 
1831 for §9,000 by Eleazer Hill of ^'incent Mathews, 
guardian for the children of Josiah H. Bissell, Jr. 
I'he mill was erected in 1833. The Stone .Mill was a 
very substantial building the construction work 
being done by the grandfather of \V. .A. S. Latham 
and -Mrs. Iniogene Guion, who came from Connecti- 
cut. -Mr. Hills, the grandfather of .Mrs. W. .A. S. 
Latham lost a large fortune in the Stone .Mill. It 
had a capacity of 500 barrels of flour a dav. Hill, 
sold ime half interest in the propertv in 183b to John 
Sheather for •S22,ooo, later he foreclosed the mort- 
gage on it and formed ,1 partnership with Peter 
Robinson which was dissolved in 1840. It then 
became the properts- of Cary & Downs who were 
-Albany and Xew York men. William .Arnett was 
their agent until 1854 when he purchased the mill. 
In 1865 it was bought by .Albert Jewett. 

The City Mill was built in 1837 by John Fitch, the 
father of Mrs. Philo Cowing. It is still'a massive 
building, showing little, if any, of the ravages of 
time. Its history is not an open book, but at one j 
time it was under the management of John Shoe- ( 
maker and John Holmes, who put the mills in sue- j 
cessful operation, turning out 400 barrels of Hour a 
day. tieorge li. Daniels was at one time a partner. 

The land between the river and canal running 
from the present mill of Roberts & Briggs to the end 
of the factories of Gleason & Bailey has ever been a 
busy spot owing to its water facilities, and on the 
first lot beyond Roberts & firiggs was built in 18 i^ 
the C;iobe Mills which were run until 1833 bvJohn 
Fitch and -Ansel Basconi. In 183') they- sold the 
mills to Richard .M. Bailey and Henrv Woolsev. who 
mortgaged the property for Si 10,000, which was later 
foreclosed by the Seneca County* Bank. The mills 
were then bought and run by Walter Oatman. 

The Empire Mills and Distilling Companv, situ- 
ated at the foot of Water street, on the corner of 
Bridge, has gone through more than the usual vicis- 
situdes of business. The land was sold in i8;ol)v 
Judge Luther Stevens to William .\. Smith and 
Stephen Hamblin. Isaac Smith bought an interest 
in it, then Gilbert Bodine. In 1847 it became the 
property of John and Jacob Shoemaker. .At one 
time it was owned by John S. Gay, then by Daniel 
L. Haas, who committed suicide. The mill finally 
became the property of Jacob Shoemaker and George 
B. Daniels. The latter was succeeded bv George O. 
Daniels who with Mr. Shoemaker ran the mills to 
the time of the latter's death. 

The Xew York mills were i)uilt in 1843 by John 
I'^itch and John Leach; later the firm was Leach & 
Ijlain; in 1836 it became Southwell & Roberts; then' 
Roberts & Briggs. 
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Old Photo. JAMES H. MAC DONALD. 

James H. SlacDonald was a resident of Seneca 
Falls for nearly sixty years and for about 50 years 
was engaged in business pursuits, except during the 
war when he was in the service of his country. He 
was a man of sterling qualities, much attached to his 
home village, foremost in public improvement and 
active in many directions that proved his unselfish 
devotion to the betterment of the comniunilv. Col. 
MacDonald was a man who made many hrm friends 
to whom he was devotedly attached, and wlio were 
sincere in their loyalty to him. His was a com. 
manding personality — a notable figure in the daily 
life of the community, of which he was as much a 
part iis any other single individual. .Although not 
endowed with an abundance of means he was always 
lending a hand to the sulTering and helpless. It was 
an U'.iostentatious charity that he dispensed, giving 
liberally from slender resources and even seekmg for 
those whom he might relieve. Going about among 
the sick whom he comforted with tinielv help and 
cheery words he left memories of a generous, open- 
hearted benevolence which will never fade. 

Being of an active and optimistic disposition he 
engaged in several business pursuits until in the later 
years of his life ivlien he settled down to that of 
insurance. In this he made up in a great measure 
for his lack of earlier successes. So strong a hold 
had he possessed in the good will and confidence of 
the community that after his death a considerable 
clientele insisted on keeping up their insurance 
through his sons. 

Col. IVIacDonald was born in Whitehall, N. Y., 
in 1828 and it was about 1844 when he located at 
Seneca Falls. To obtain means for a medical educa- 
tion he clerked and taught school. .\t .Ann .Arbor 
University he followed a course in medicine until his 
funds gave out then returned to Seneca Falls intend- 
ing to recuperate his means and complete the course. 
But he never returned to his medical studies. He 
gradually drifted into a mercantile life finally enter- 
ing into partnership in the dry goods business, the 
firm being Wheeler & MacDonald. Then the war of 
'61 broke out and he enlisted, beingmade first lieuten- 
ant in Col. Charles B. Stuart's regiment of Indepen- 



dent Wjlunteers, which subsequently became the 50I 
luigineers. .lohn B. .Murrav, captain of his compai 
wa> finally transferred to the 148th regiment ar 
Col. -MacDonald was made captain. Through faiti 
ful and heroic service he was promoted to major an 
afterwards breveted lieutenant-colonel and the 
colonel of tlie I'liited States Volunteers. 

Col. .MacDonald upon his return from the arm 
engaged in different pursuits, as has been stale< 
From 1875 to 1884 he was a member of the board ( 
education and during his last term in the board w; 
president. For some years he served as justice of th 
peace. He was a member (jf Pocahontas Lodge, .\i 
211. F. & .A. -M., Cross Post N'o. 78, G. A. R. and c 
tlie Loyal Legion. He died on Jan. 5, 1903. 

MacDonald Bros., the law firm which wa 
organized in 1888 by the two sons of James H. Mac 
Donald. .Messrs. C. .A. and W^illiam S., althoug 
engaged in a large practice that is constantly grow 
ing. upon the death of their father fifteen years afte 
they had become associated in law, felt incumben 
upon themselves to take care of the business he hai 
worked so hard to establish — that of insurance. Si 
it is that while the latter is necessarily subordinat 
to their practice as lawyers, it is after all a busines 
'o which they are giving considerable time and whici 
is one of the well known of the several local busines 
enterprises. Both of the partners were born in Senec: 
Falls. C. A. MacDonald on .April 3, 1836 and Wil 
liam S. -MacDonald on Nov. 14, 1861. Botii wen 
students at the university of Rochester of which the> 
were graduates, the elder of the two in 1880 and tin 
other two years later, the former being admitted tc 
practice in 1884 and the latter in 1883. Then the} 
formed a co-partnership with .1. N. Hammond, the 
lirm Hammond, .MarDonald & MacDonald, con- 
tinuing four years, i884-'S. 

The .Messrs. .MacDonald are both active in severa 
fraternities as well as in village affairs generally 
They are strongly attached to the Masonic order, boti 
having occupied high positions in the local lodge 

Mr. C. -A. .MacDonald served as clerk of the boarc 
of education i883-'7 and in .April, 1902, was elected 
member of that board for three years. He was vil- 
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Old Photo. 

WILLIAM PETTIS POLLAUD. 

Inge attorney three years, and is a director of tlie 
Seneca I-'alls Savings Bank. In 1889 he married 
.\gnes J. Davis. 

Mr. William S. MacDonald was clerk of the sur- 
rogate's court i884-"fi and is a member of the board 
of managers of the State hospital at Willard, N. Y. 
He is the master o( Pocahontas Lodge No. 211, 
F. & -V. .M. 

William Pettis Pollard may be said to have 
■■grown up" with the village of Seneca Falls, and 
was one of the earliest of its business men whose per- 
sonality brightly illuminates the pages of local 
history. Coming here when a boy si.\ years old, in 
1819, he stepped upon the stage of a career of seventy 
years in the community which, when he came here, 
had hardly more than begun. When his life was 
linished the frontier settlement of his youth had be- 
come the commercial and manufacturing center of a 
thrifty and wealthy coun- 
tv. Mr. Pollard, during 
that time distinguished 
himself in many ways, but 
especially as a friend and 
dper of the public schools. 
It was largely due to him 
as trustee and treasurer of 
the Seneca Falls ,\cademy 
that the finances of that 
institution were made to 
render an accounting of 
great value to the district 
and by careful investment 
on his part were increased 
from a fund of §1,600 to 
810,000. -As trustee, ad- 
ministrator and custodian 
of public and private funds 
he established the reputa- 
tion of a sagacious, safe 
and painstaking business 
man. Mr. Pollard was 
Once supervisor of the town 
and for years was consulted 
in regard to its finances, 
his judgment being regard- 
ed as the very best on bus- 
iness questions. He held 
various village and town 



ollices and was active both in and out of office in 
promoting the welfare of the community. He was a 
frequent, contributor to the newspapers of his own 
village and neighboring cities, always expressing 
himself in a felicitous manner, with a delicate 
luinior that found a hearty response in the readers of 
his contributions. His activity in local matters was 
untiring. He assisted in establishing tlie boundaries 
and in drawing up the last special charier of the vil- 
lage of Seneca Falls, and strenuously opposed the 
bonding of the town for the Sodus I!ay railroad. 

Mr. Pollard was born in Bainbridge, Chenango 
Co., \. v., .\ug. ly, 1813, and his death occurred at 
Seneca Falls, March 30, i88g. He was the third son 
of Thomas and Lovicy Church Pol.ard, who moved 
to this village in iSiq. In early life he learned the 
carpenter's trade and was a skilled workman. I ater 
he engaged in the shoe business and afterwards in 
the fancy drv goods business, carrying on stores 
for several years and accumulating a competency 
which enabled him to retire from business about ten 
years prior to his death. Mr. Pollard was a man 
who made a large circle of close friends. His intel- 
lectual culture, sunny disposition and frank and 
cordial manner, the heartiness of his greeting and his 
s^-mpathetic nature attached to himself at once those 
whom he met and who ever afterwards remained his 
admirers. In his family he was the truest of hus- 
bands and the tenderest of fathers. No man was 
fonder of his fireside and the loved ones gathered 
about it. His widow, now in her 90th year, his 
daughter, Mrs. S. .\. Wetmore, and his granddaugh- 
ters. Miss Edith Wetmore and Miss Jessie Pollard, all 
living in Seneca Falls except the laUer who resides 
in Brooklyn, N. V.. are all of the family who survive 
him. 

The Sanford Preparatory School, a board- 
ing school for boys under fourteen years of age, was 
founded by Mrs. Leonard Gibbs Sanfiird, September, 
1901, in the Runisey homestead on "The Terrace." 
Mrs. Sanford is a daughter of the late John A. Runi- 
sey. The school is familiarly known as Rumsey 
Hall. Though comparatively new it is very suc- 
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GEN. JOHX BOYCE MURRAY. 

ccssful aiul is favoraiilv known. IV)ys are in attend- 
ance from IMali, Missuini, .Mahania, North Carolina, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and New York. there are 
twenty scholars and three instructors. School opens 
the third week in September and closes the second 
week in jmie. 

Gen. John Boyce Murray was one of Seneca 
I'alls nio.^t distinguisiied citizens, his ser\'ices in the 
war for the preservation of the union being rcco{<- 
nized both at home and tlirou,<;hout the country as 
entitled to the most profoinid (:onsi<leration. Not 
;ilone in Waterloo, N. V., but in distant states recosj- 
nition of his standing as an oilicer of the union in 
the rebellion of [.Sdr-'T has taken the form of naming 
some of the (iranti .Army Posts after him. (.ien. 
Murray sprang from good ancestry; Scotch-Irish 
throngli his father Edward Murray who also united 
with the Yankee through his (l''.dward's) mother a 
I'reston, traced back to the Mav- 
flower and French Huguenot 
from his mother I'hoebe .Man- 
chester, tlie wife of ICdvvard 
.Murray. The fruit of the mar- 
riage of Edward and Phoebe was 
seven children of whom the sole 
survivor is .Mrs. Emily P. Bonham 
of Osceola, I'a. Elias. one of the 
sons, servecl with the federal 
army in the rebellion in the 
cavalry an<l on the stnIT of Cien. 
Hanks, and he occupies an un- 
marked grave on tlie field of the 
battle of the Wilderness. Like 
his brother, Cien. .lolm B. .Murray, 
his career as a soldier was dis- 
tinguished with braverv. 

(ten. .Murray was born on a 
farm in the town of .Arlington, 
Bennington county, \'t., in 1822. 
When he was nine vears old his 
parents moved to Scipio, Cayuga 
Co., X. Y., where both of them 
spent the balance of their lives. 
With the advantages only of a 



district school .lolm B. Murrav largely acquired his 
education by his own industry. .\.t i<) years of age 
he began teaching school in West Fayette. Si nei a 
Co., which furnished him the means to prosecute tlie 
study of law, Justice Wilkinson of Bearytowji assist- 
ing him. I'cir si.\ or seven year^ his time was 
divided between teaching school and expounding 
law in justices courts in the towns f)f I'"ayette mi.l 
\'ari<-k. In .\pril, 1S48, he married .\ngelina Savag.-, 
who was a pupil in the lirst school that he taught. 
I'or live years their home was in I'.earytown where 
the general continued his plerulings in justices courts. 
In the spring of 1833 thev moved to Seneca I'alls 
where .Mr. .Murray was a law student in the <if1ice of 
.ludge Miller until September <i of the same year 
when he was admitted to the bar. .\lready he had 
acquired local celebrity in jury trials. Soon after 
his admission to the bar he formed a co-partnership 
with P. H. \'an Auken, afterwards county judgi-, 
which continued until .Mr. Murray enlisted. On his 
return from the war he hlled various public olVices. 
In 1882 he formed a co-partnership with James Har- 
mon which continued up to the time of Cien. Mur- 
ray's death. 

The prologue to Cen. Murray s military career 
l)egan with his commission as captain in the jjth 
regiment, 28th brigade of the state militia, dated 
.Sept. 17, 1853. He was commissioned brigade 
inspector, 2fith brigade, .luly 17. 1854. On the 
outbreak of the rebellion he spent the hrst few- 
months making speeches in behalf of the union and 
eiK'ouraging enlistments through tlii^ section of the 
state. 

On Sept. 30, 1861, he was c<iiiimissioned captain in 
the lOtli \. Y. State \'olunteers, and on Sept. j, 
i8'>2, major in the 148th, with which regiment he 
continued in active service to the c-lose o{ the war. 
On Oct. 2C1, 18C13, he was commissioned lieutenant- 
colonel and on Oct. i(>, 1864, colonel. On his return 
home, after being mustered out of service, he found 
awaiting him the commission of bievet brigadier- 
general, made out .luiie 13, 18(13. and dated .March 
13 preceding, signed by President .\ndrew Johnson. 
It was a complete surprise to him. The lirst twfi 
the earliest — commissions bear the >igiiature of (iov. 
\i. D. .Morgan and the other two that of (iov. 
Horatio Seymour. 

The 148th was <me of the finest disciplined and 
best fighting regiments that went into the war and 
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I'very survivor ramc Ivonir ;it the close (if service a 
veleran. It was commanded successively by Cols, 
.lolinson, Ciuion and Murray, and participated in 
many of the hardest fought enfjagements, remaining 
in the held until the I'nd and taking part in the 
grand review at Washington. 

While the regiment was in the \irginian cam- 
paign on Jan. 24, 1865, the enlisted men presented 
their commander, then Col. .Murray, with a beauti- 
ful and e.Kpensive sword, sash and belt, a trophy of 
their regard and alTection which his family cherish 
above all material mementos he has left them. 

Previous to 1864 the 148th did garrison dutv at 
X<jrfolk and Yorktown. Its banners are inscribed 
with the battle roll for 1864 as follows; — Clover Hill, 
May 8; Swift Creek, .May 12; Drewry's I3luff, May 16; 
Port Walthall, May 26; Cold Harbor, .lune i and 2; 
Rowletts House, June 15; Petersburg, June 15-Aug. 
25 (inclusive); Fort Gilmer, Sept. 29; Fair Oaks, Oct. 
27. Col. Murray commanded the regiment at Fair 
Oaks and in the following engagements in iSGj: 
Hatchers Run, .March, 31: Fort Gregg, April 2; 



[the swnrdj vour beautiful gift, upon the walls of my 
liomo and point my cliiidren to it as the jiroudesl 
menientii of which I am possessed," The sword 
hangs upon the walls of his widcjw's home, as he 
promised. 

Gen. Murray's interest in his comrades continued 
to the last. He was one of the first to respond to the 
movement for the organization of the Grand .Army 
of the Republic, and one of the first of such organi- 
zations was that of Cross Post at his own home 
which he helped to organize. The friends and com- 
rades of Gen. Murray claim for him the honor of 
being the originator of .Memorial day in the north, 
which was inaugurated under his auspices at Water- 
loo, X. v., in the spring of 1868. 

After the war Gen. Murray not onlv took an active 
part in politics but was a conspicuous figure in all 
public events. His family still keep a prize, the 
bronze medal which he received as one of "the old 
guard," the 3ofi, who stood stubbornlv for the nom- 
ination of Gen. Grant for president for the third term 
at the republican national convention at Chicago. 
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Rices Station, .-\pril (>; .\ppomattox Court House, 
.\pril 9, forming a part of the iron cordon which 
brought Gen. Lee and his army to bay and compelled 
them to surrender. .\t the head of his regiment he 
proudly marched in the grand review at Washington 
of the victorious army of the north that followed. 
Gen. Murray in receiving the beautiful sword from 
the hands of Private Henry .1. Peck replied in chosen 
language that e.\hibits the beautiful side of his 
character. "Vou have written your record in blood, " 
said he, among other things, "and have received 
from those high in command your full meed of praise 
for the heroic deeds that you ha\e performed. Go 
then, comrades, as you have begun, and when you 
have completed your mission here and have witnessed 
the complete overthrow of this rebellion, by the 
humiliation of the last rebel in arms, then may you 
return to your homes and your firesides to receive 
from a grateful country the praise which you have so 
richly earned." In closing he said: "I will hang this 



He was even before the war a stirring politician tak- 
ing part in the organization of the republican parlv 
in Seneca county and the Lincoln campaign which 
followed, in i8f>o. He was a stalwart in 1872. sup- 
porting V. S. Senator Roscoe Conkling of whom he 
continued to be a strong admirer. He was also a 
strong friend of U. S. Senator Thomas C. Piatt. In 
the IMaine campaigns he was one of the firmest 
adherents to the "Plumed Knight. " 

It was while engaged in a public ceremony, mak- 
ing the presentation of a banner to the local political 
organization, "the Plumed Knights," in the Blaine 
campaign, which occurred at the residence of 
Harrison Chamberlain, Seneca Falls, that he was 
stricken with apople.vy and in four short hours 
expired. .'Vfter delivering the speech he sat down, 
and his imminent collapse was quickly apparent to 
the practiced eye of Dr. Flias Lester who was sitting 
near to him. Midst the cheering of the assemblage 
for "the old veteran Republican Gen. John 13. 
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Nfurray ' which he recognized with a wav e < if his hand 
and a smile, he Wiis tenderlv lifted up anti carried 
out. The immense crowd made it nece^^arv to 
remove him through si window, the confusion conse- 
quent (if a pubhc gatliering making it desirable to 
get him to a place of quiet. He was carried into 
the home of his old friend and comrade-in-arms, 
("len. Cieorge M. (.'luion. .At first apparently uncon- 
s<'ious, he rallied upf>n the arrival of his wife who 
liad been called from her lK)me, and recognized both 
hor antl some (tf his friends who stood about him. 
The first stroke hadiconie at 4:3c) p. m.; th? second 
and liis death at 1:30 a. m., Oct. 1\ iHH^. 

Cien. .\lurra)''s burial was attended 1)\' 500 xeteran 
.soldiers, <i large number of familv friends and several 



The Schools; History of the Seneca Falls and 
.\fynderse Academies; and the Public Schools. — Tlie 
hrst public school house in the village of Seneca 
Falls was erected of logs ne.vt to the present site of 
Trinity ICpiscopal church, .lune ij, iSoi. In 1S07 
the old Wilhelmus Mynderse residence on the terrace 
was taken down and put together on Cayuga street. 
In 1817 the building was removed to the site of the 
present First Ward school on North Park street — a 
lot donated by Wilhelmus Mynderse for that pur- 
pose, and this answered for the schools of the village, 
excepting private schools, until the erection of the 
old .-V-adenn- building. On .May 12. 1832, a sub- 
scription for an .Academy was opened. .About 100 
shares, S2t each, were taken, of which Col. .\lvn- 
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THE MYNDEUSE ACADEMY. 



distinguished men from different parts of the country. 
.\ll business in the village was suspended. 
Telegrams received from all over the United States 
attested the profound esteem in which he was held. 
The escort to the remains comprised grand army 
posts from many adjoining towns. Floral decora- 
tions in abundance were presented. The funeral 
consisted of the Episcopal church service and the 
solemn burial rites of the (}rand .\rmy of the fJepub- 
lic, T'vo thousand people witnessed the interment 
of the remains at Restvale. den. .Murray is survived 
al this writing fjan. 22, 1904] by his widow and two 
children. .Maud .Mary (.Mrs. Charles Wolcott Hubbell) 
of Chiiagii, and William S. Murrav of Waterloo, 
N'. Y. 



derse subscribed for twenty. The <jther subscribers 
were .Asher Tyler, .Anthony Dey, Richard \i. Gay.Wil- 
liam H. King, .Matthias \i. Iletlows (the first trustees), 
and Samuel Day, C. L. Hoskins, John S. Cay, D. W. 
Foreman, Wilson .\. Brown, .lonathan .Metcalf, 
.loseph Failing, Samuel Carlick, .Abiaham Pavne, 
John P. Fairchild, Seeley & Stockman, Samuel Brad- 
ley, Sadoc Nash, Jabez Lindsley, Gary V. Sacket, 
.lohn L. Bigelow, Jeremy liement, S. D. Mumford, 
George .Arnold, H. S. \'an Rensselaer, John .M. 
Wheaton, Hezekiah Kelley, L. Smith, Joseph C. 
Payne, Ansel Basc(.)m, Samuel Pavne, Charles W. 
Day, David Durand, E. Partridge, G. Isaacs, Sheldon 
Wood, -Amherst Childs, R. G. Pardee, Maynard & 
Sackett, .1. K. Brown, W. M. Bayard, Bayard & Footc, 
Samuel J. Bayard, George W.Towar, James S. Sheth- 
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er, D. C. Bloomer and C. C. \'aiu'e. Xot one of tlii^ 
number is now living and only (me, C. 1.. Hoskins, 
lived to see the present Academv building occupied. 

On .Tune 25, 1832, Wilhelnuis Mynderse donated 
ami transferred the lot for the .Vcadejnv to the trus- 
tees — the first five stockholders named in the 
foregoing list. • 

The first recorded meeting of the stockholders was 
held July 12, 183J, at D. Watkins' tavern. Jonathan 
Metcalf was chosen chairman and Charles 1,. Hoskins 
sei-retary. To this meeting the trustees reported that 
Col. Wilhelmus .Mynderse had deeded them the lot 
on which the Academy now stands, that on this they 
liad erected a nearly completed building at a cost of 
.'Si,6fi6.2o, and that they had J^ioS.So in uncollected 
subscriptions. They were directed to collect what 
was possible from the subscriptions and expend 
it in their discretion in finishing the building and 
imprfiving the grounds. The building, a brick 



should participate iii the lilorature fund when the 
Uegents should be satisfied th:it it had compli.'d with 
the requisitioii>. Two ye.us later, 1834, these con- 
ditions were complied with and it was admitted by 
the Regents to share in their distributions. In 1841 
it received .Si, 500 from the Koclicsler iS; Auburn 
Railroad Co. for damages in appropriating a portion 
of its grounds. 

I'rom its early beginnings until 1861, Charles 1.. 
Hoskins.was the secretary and treasurerand virtually 
the business manager of the institution. He man- 
aged it S( successfully that there was a continual 
profit from the school. In 1S39 its .assets wen- 
•^,i..i').5. '1 '^49' §7,790 and in 1859, .f!8,79'i. 

The growth of Union High Schools, in conneciion 
with the public school system of the State, however, 
began to diminish the prosperity of private schools, 
and the Seneca Falls .Academy suffered with others, 
until finally, the breaking out of the war for the 
union completed its prostration. 
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THE THIUD WARD SCHOOL. 



structure, 32x30 feet, two stories high, was so nearlv 
finished that school was opened in it the same year 
by Cotton .M. Crittenden, the first principal. 

.\sher Tyler and Charles I.. Hoskins drafted a 
petition to the fiegents of the University of the State 
of New York asking that the .\cademv be incorpo- 
rated under the name of the Seneca I"alls .Academy. 
The Regents, however, refused the petition on the 
ground of insufficient endowment. In 1837 Col. 
Mynderse died, bequeathing by his will 82,000 to the 
.Academy. 'Ihe same year it was incorporated as 
Seneca Falls Academy by special act of the legis- 
lature. By this act the five original trustees, to- 
gether with Wilhelmus .Mynderse, Samuel Dey, C. I.. 
Hoskins, John S. day, Daniel W. I'oreman, .Abraham 
I'ayne, .lohn P. lairchild, Sadoc Nash, Gary \'. 
Sacket and Isaac Smith were made trustees of the 
corporation, and it was provided that the .Academv 



In 1862, Wm. P. Pollard was elected treasurer. 
The funds of the corporation had alreadv been im- 
paired, and fi\"e years more were spent in a vain 
struggle to maintain a school. Then the building 
and appurtenances were turned over at a nominal 
rental to the Board of ICducation of the newly organ- 
ized district, and the treasurer gathered together the 
remaining funds, in\c>t.ng them for future educra- 
tional benefits with great advantage and profit to 
the Academy. 

In 1807 the legislature enacted the law creating 
the present Educational District by the consolidation 
of several common school districts. This act author- 
ized the Academy board of trustees to transfer lo tl r 
board of education "on such conditions ;is they 
jointly shall deem most conducive to the cause of 
education, the right, title and interest in and to all 
the estate, real and personal, and all bequests be- 
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longiiif; to ?aid Arademy, to be by them used in the 
purchase of a site, the erection of suitabh' buildings, 
the organization oi an academic vi' higli scliool 
<lepartment, or for the maintenance of an academv 
in ct>nnecti(^n with tiie general free school system." 

I'Voni tlie passage of this act of 1S67 to the time of 
tlie erection of the present building the Board of 
Education leased the academy building from the 
board of trnstees for the high school of the district, 
which was known as the Seneca Falls High School. 

The l$oard of Education was confronted with the 
|irol)lem as how to acquire ownership of the build- 
ing, it being only lessee. The Seneca Kails .\cademy 
was a corporati'in with shares t»f st<»ck. l''inanciallv 
it had been Miccessful. The revenues had been care- 
fully husbanded and invested. The treasurer had 
exercised faithful care and supervision over the funds 
and so judicious were his Investments that at the 
lime of the transfer the property amounted to nearly 
820,000. Whether the funds could be divided 



.Mew York Citv, son of Edward and grandson of 
Col. Wilhelmus .\lynderse. 

On .lune 1, 1885. this board of trustees passed for- 
mal resolutions tendering the property of their 
corporation to the Educational District on condition 
that a suitable building be erected with the funds 
suppleniente<l by money of the district, and that a 
school of .Academic grade be forever maintained, said 
school to hear the corporate name of .Mynderse. 
On June 4th the Hoard of Education by formal reso- 
lution, accepted the gift and proceeded to call a ta.\ 
meeting ro raise sulhcient additional fluids to erect 
the required building. 

On .lune 22 the ta.\ meeting was held and legally 
authorized the issue of bonds of the district in an 
amount not e.\ceeding Si 5,000. In accordance with 
these premises the Hoard of Educ-ation proceeded to 
erect and furnish a building at a cost of 830,000, 
designating it as ".Mynderse .-\cademy." 
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THE FOrETH WARD SCHOOL. 



among the original stockholders, their heirs and 
assigns, fir whether they must he held in trust for 
educational purposes was a question about which 
lawyers differed. The Board of Education persist- 
ently held the latter view. 

In the meantime the demand for a new building 
became pressing. Perplexing complications arose 
and contro\ersy was imminent. I'inally, in the 
winter of i884-'3, steps were taken for the reorganiz- 
ation of the board of trustees of the .Vcademv, that 
corporation not haviiig held a meeting in some ten 
years, and May 1, 1883. a legally constituted board 
was formed. The object of this reorganization was 
the transfer of the .\cademy propertv to the Board of 
Education of the Educational District of Senec".i 
Ealls. In the preliminary and subsequent move- 
ments to this end, one of the most earnest and 
elFicient agents was Wilhelmus Mvnder.se. Esq., of 



On l'Ti{la\', Sept. i.s. 1885, the work of tearing 
down the old brick building began. 

On Oct. 2, 1883, the trustees of Seneca Ealls Acad- 
emy, at a duly called meeting, passed resolutions 
declaring that the Board of ICducation had fulfdled 
the conditions imposed in the resolutions of June ist, 
so far as providing funds and approved plans for a 
building, and the treasurer of the Seneca Falls 
.\cademy was directed to place the checks and other 
appropriate instruments of transfer in the hands of 
.\lbert Cook, in escrow, to be by him transferred to 
the Board of ICdm-ation, as the building progressed 
to completion. It being found necessary, in order to 
complete the title to the real estate, the courts, upon 
joint petitiim of the trustees of Seneca Falls Academv 
and of the lioard of Education, appointed Charles 
I,. Hoskins trustee in place of the trustees named in 
the original gift, and tie executed the proper instru- 
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KEV. SAMUEL SALISBURY. 
ITiist Preacher ill the Wesleyan Methodist chinch, 
Seneca Falls, N. Y., 1844. (See elvetch pa(re 100.) 

ments, whicli were pl;i(-p<i witli the nthers in the 
liands of .Albert Cook. 

On December 3, 1885, fc^rmril application was made 
to the Regents of the University to change the name 
of the Seneca Falls High School to Mynderse 
.■\cademy, and at the regular meeting of the Board 
of Education, .March 2, i8i?6, a communication from 
the Regents was read stating that thereafter the 
academic department of the Union Free School of 
Seneca Falls should be designated and recognized bv 
the Regents, by and under ti.e name of Mvnderse 
.-Vcademy. 

Upon the 20th day of March, 1886, the trustees of 
Seneca Falls Academy held a final meeting. For- 
mally reciting the fact that all the conditions pre- 
cedent to the gift had been complied with, thev 
directed that the deeds and instruments placed in 
escrow with .\Ibert Cook, he delivered to the lionrd 



of Education — and, having thus completed llieir 
mission, adjouriud sine die. The deeds were duly 
delivered and properly recorded, and the Educational 
District of Seneca I'alls came into legal possession of 
the property dedicated to Higher Education in i8jj. 

The new building was completed in the suminer 
of 1886 and thrown open for public inspection on 
Tuesday afternoon, .\ugust 31. On the evening of 
the same day dedicatory exercises were held in the 
assembly hall. Mr. Henry Stowell, editor of the 
Reveille, presided and addresses were made bv Mr. 
.Stowell, Hon. Chas. R. Skinner, of the Department 
of Public Instruction, lion. Wm. H. Bogarl of . Aurora, 
X. Y., Chas. .\. Hawley, Esq., .1. .\. Hammond, l->(| , 
;md Prof. A. C. .Mcl.achlan. To the completed 
building a bell weighing io<xj pounds was presented 
by .Mr. E. Van Wyck l.oomis. To-day, eighteen 
years after its construction, the building is as modern 
as when built and iinsuers admirably the needs of 
the town. 

The graduating classes since the organization of 
Mynderse Academy have averaged over twenty grad- 
uates to each class, which is unusuil in a town of 
this siz' and speaks well for the conlidence and 
interest which the people have had in the schools. 

THE WARD SCHOOLS 

In the Third Ward a brick school house was built 
on Williams street in 1833. In the later 6o's, owing 
to the rapid growth of this section of the village it 
became inadequate. On .\pril 30, 1870, a tax meet- 
ing was held which authorized the Hoard of Educ:. - 
tion to purchase the lot of Cieorge B. Daniels on 
Seneca Lane and issue bonds to the extent of ii8,(xxD, 
for the construction of a new Third Ward school 
building, which was opened in .\pril, 1871, and is 
the building still in use. 

-.About 1830 a brick school building was erected in 
the Fourth Ward. This was burned on .Aug. 2, i8bf<. 
A tax meeting held Sept. 4., i8')8 directed the Board 
of Education to rebuild the building and as an ex- 
tension to the ground-;, to purchase the adjoining lot 
from .Mrs. .Murray and to issue bond-; to the extent of 
$4,030 for that purpose. This building was ojiened 
for school in the spring ofJi86q and is still in'use. 
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In the I'irst Ward the frame building erected in 
1817 was later replaced by a brick building which 
has been enlarged and repaired many times and 
to-day stands as a relic of the past; improperly 
lighted, heated and ventillated and entirely inade- 
quate for the needs of the I'irst and Second Wards 
which it has to accommodate. 

In 1871 a school was opened in Uumseyville in a 
small frame building erected for that purpose, but 
was abandoned three years later. 

THF. SCHOOLS OF To-n.\Y 

.-\t present three of the four school buildings aie 
In excellent condition, being well lighted and 
equipped with modern furniture and heating appli- 
ances. Liberal provision has been made for libraries, 
maps iind globes. The chemical and physical labor- 
atories are supplied with apparatus so that individual 
instruction is offered to the studenis. 

Courses of instruction are offered in the High 
School department which will admit students with- 
out examination to nearly all the .\merican colleges. 
.•\t present there are students from this school in 
twelve different institutions ot higher learning. 

In igo2 Mr. Louis H. Hood gave, in memory of his 
wife, a perpetual scholarship in Syracuse University, 
known as the Linda Coolidge Hood Memorial 
.Scholarship. This gave another opportunity and a 
new impetus to those looking coUegeward. 

Since the organization of the Board of Education 
the members have always taken an active interest in 
the management of the schools. Many of the com- 
missioners have served for long terms and because of 
this have been able to intelligently know and supply 
the needs and requirements of the schools. In point 
(jf ser\'ice Commissioner Stowell has served longer 
than any other man who ever held the office, having 
been continuously a member of the Board since 1868. 
Commissioner Hammond has been president of the 
Board since 1898. 

The present Commissioners of Education of the 
Educational District of Seneca Falls are: President, 
.lasper N. Hammond; Commissioners, Henry Stowell, 
I'red A. Siegrest, Norman J. Gould, Clarence A. Mac- 
Donald, Ferd Isenman and Thomas McGovern; Clerk 
and Superintendent, C. Millard Rice. 

LIST OF COMMISSIO.VERS 

The members of the Board of Education since its 
Organizatiim in 1867 have been: — Josiah T. .Miller, 
[deceased], i8(i7-"8; i870-'(>. [ohn Cuddeback, [dec], 
i8f)7-'8. Gilbert Wilcoxen, " i867-'S. Burnett B. 
Boardman, i8b7-'70. Simeon Holton, [dec], i8b7-"7i. 
William Beary, [dec], i8f>7-'8. O. S. Latham, [dec], 
1867-8. Hiram Burt, [dec], i867-'70. James D.Pol- 
lard, [dec]. i868-'7o; 1877: 1883-fM i887-'qi. Henrv 
Sto-vell, i85S to Feb. 1870, and from .-\pril i87f' 
to the present tin;e. William I.. Bellows, i8f>8-'7,. 
.lames -\. I'lanagaii, [dtcj. iiS(ii(-'g2; i8g7-iijo2. 
(George B. Daniels, [dec], iSro-'j. .Albert Jewett. 
[dec], i870-'3. Jasper N. Hammond, i87i-'4: i8q8 
to the present time. I'rvce W. Bailey, i872-"4; 1877- 
'83. Burton H. Benliam, [dec], iS-3-Ti. J. Marshall 
tiuion.' [<\pc]. i874-'7. I.yman F. Crowell, [dec], 
i.'-74-'7. James H. .MacDonaUl. [dec], i87j-'84. 
I.eroy C. Par'ridge, [dec]. i876-'8. Robert Bickford, 
[dec], i87fi-g. Peter H. \'an Auken, i877-'84. 
William H. Pollard, [dec], ii.78-'82. Henry T. 
N'oyes, i87g-"84. Philo Cowing, [dtcJ, i882-'3. 
Harrison Chamberlain, i884-'7. William Walker, 
1884-95. C. S. Hood, 1884-f.. Chas. T. .Andrews, 
1885-97. George Shandlev, 1886-S. Albert S. Gav, 
i886-'4. Wm. V. Yhu Rersselaer, i888-'9o. Thos. 
.1. Geer, i889-'95; [897-1902. Eugene \. Rumsey, 
[dec], i89o-'2. Dr. John F. Crosby, i892-'4; i8g_i-'8. 
Chas. S. Sanderson, i892-'6. John H. Jones, [dec], 
l892-'7. T. J. Y.'iw^'-r, t894-'K Samuel Waller. 



i895-'8. P. W. Bailey, i896-'8. S. A. Wormstead, 
i84f>-'i). Or. Win. M. I'ollett, 1898-1902. John M. 
Weill/, 1898-1902. Dr. J. S. Purdy, 1902-03. 

LIST OF PR1NCIP.\LS 

The principals from the organization of the Seneca 
I'alls .Academy down to the present time have been: 

Seneca Falls .Academy — Cotton M. Crittenden, 
i833-'44; Rutger V-.m Brunt, 1S44 to .April '45; Mar- 
tin 1.. Bellows .\.pril to July 1845; Oren Root, 1843- 
'9; Clias. -A. .Avery, i849-'33; Myron H. Beach, 1833- 
'(■; Samuel G. Williams, i83(i-'7; Rev. John -M. 
(iuioii, 1837 to Jan. 'ho; Chas. D. Vail, .\pril 1860 to 
Dec. '61; Napoleon Palmer, .April to Dec. '62; S. Ade- 
line Pollard, Jan. i863-'4; George M. Janes, Jan. 
i8fi4-T); Chas. .A. Wetmore, Jan. i866-'7; J. .\. Rice, 
[an. to Mar. 1867: Mina S. Bascom, .April to July 
"1867. 

Seneca Falls High School— Wm. W. N'elles, i8()7 
to .May '08; Rev. Francis 1). Hodgson, i868-'74; Ezra 
B. Fancher, i874-'82; Geo. F. Sawyer, i88-2-'-!; 
Archibald C. McLachlan, i883-'5. 

Mvnderse .Academy — .Archibald C. .McLachlan, 
1885- 'g; Linda T. Drake, 1889-—. 

The superintendents of the Educational District 
have been: — .Archibald C. McLachlan, i889-'g2; F. S. 
Porter, i892-'7; Chas. T. Andrews, i897-"9; C. Wil- 
lard Rice, 1899 — present incumbent. 

The teachers in the schools at present are: — 

Mynderse Academy — Linda T. Drake, Principal, 
Languages and Geometry; Blanche R. Daniels, Liter- 
ature, .Algebra, French; Carrie M. Allen, Science; 
Grace Flower Williams, English, U. S. History; May 
\'reeland, English, .Arithmetic; Mary E. Viele, Eighth 
Grade; Ida .M. Stahl, Seventh Grade; M. Sabina 
Case)', Sixth Grade; .Anna L. Ward, Drawing. 

First Ward Building — Harriet S. Chatham, Prin- 
cipal; Martha E. Vreeland, Alice C. Casey, Bertha T. 
Leland, Maude H. Easton, Bessie M. Wickes, Barbara 
George, Anna Hooper. 

Third Ward Building — Vina S. Deming, Principal; 
.Margaret Flanagan, Teresa McKeon. 

Fourth Ward Building — Fannie M. Berry, Princi- 
pal; Teresa Farron, Bessie Miller, Mary Harmon. 

Samuel Salisbury was born at Herkimer in 
ill 1804. In childhood he removed with his parents 
to Orleans county, N. V. There he received a com- 
mon school education, and taught in the district 
schools of the county for several years. He identihed 
himself with the .Methodist Episcopal church in his 
early manhood and at the age of twenty-hve years 
ho began the active work of the ministry in that 
church. In the year 1843 he became indentilied with 
the anti-slavery mo\ement and withdrew from tln- 
.\1. K. church and united with others in forming 
the Wesleyan Methodist church. In [844 he bei^amc 
the pastor of that society in Seneca I'alls, being the 
second pastor and the .irst to occupy the new church, 
which had just been erected. He was noted for his 
luie qualities both as a pulpit orator and for his 
genial, noble and manly ways as a citizen .ind 
gentleman. He was the father of H. S. Salisbury 
cme of Seneca l'"alls' lawyers, and :iltorney for the 
state excise i-ommission. 

Five Nations; their relative rank — When lli;i- 
watlia, the wise man of the Iroquois, brought 
his people together and rlemanded that they should 
unite in one great confederacy, which they did- 
forming the Five Nations — he in the-follovving words 
assigned to each nation its relative rank in the con- 
federacy; "You, the Mohawks, who are sitting under 
the shelter of the great tree whose branches spread 
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WILLIAM A. SWABY, M. D. 

wide arcmiid and whose niots sink deep into the 
eartli, shall be the hirst nation, because you are war- 
like and mighty. You, the Oneidas, who recline 
vour bodies against the everlasting stone that cannot 
be moved, shall be the seco.nd nation because you 
always give wise counsels. You, the Onondagas, 
who have your habitation at the foot of the great 
hills and are overshadowed by their crags, shall be 
the THIRD nation, because you are greatly gifted in 
speech. You, the Senecas, whose dwellings are ir 
the dark forest and whose home is all over the land, 
shall be the kocrth nation because of your superior 
cunning in hunting. .\nd you, the Cayugas. the 
people who live in the open country, and possess 
much wisdom, shall be the imfth nation because you 
understand better tlic art of raising corn and beans 
and making lodges." 



William Arthur Swabjr was liorn of I'lnglish 
p.ircnls at i''.s|)y, Columbia Co., I'a., on March i j, 
iSj8, and was the youngest son of Frederick B. and 
.\nn Haigh Swaby. His early education was ob- 
laineil in the academies of Catawissa ajul Hloomsburg. 
In 1K4J he went to Philadelphia and entered the 
ollice of Or. Joshua .\l. Wallace and soon after became 
a student in JelTerscm Medical Ct)llege from which 
institution he was graduated with honor in 1H41). 
He then returned to Kloomsburg and began the prac- 
tice of his profession, remaining there two years, 
when he came to Seneca Falls and joined in practic<' 
with Dr. John S. Clark, where he became one of the 
leading physicians. 

In the treatment of all diseases, he brought to the 
discharge of all his duties a degree of intelligence and 
skill rarely surpassed. As a surgeon he was conspic- 
ui>usiv skillful and successful. l'"or his profession he 
was eminently qualified. In it he became widely 
known. His mind was stored with general know- 
ledge, and in all things he was a studious, thoughtful 
and intelligent man. 

He was especially the friend of the poor and suller- 
ing, and no demand was ever made upon him 
whether for material aid or professional services to 
which he did not cheerfully respond. 

In iSfig (iov. Hoffman appointed him a member of 
the board of trustees of Willard .Asylum, and in 1875 
he was elected county treasurer. F<ir twenty years 
he was one of the coroners of the county. He was a 
member of the Seneca County "Medical Society of 
which he was the president in 1871. In June, 1858, 
he was married to Miss Amelia S. Gould, who with 
two sons and the daughter survive him. 

Hat Making was an industry in 1817, when 
Messrs. Stout, Crum & Compton, at No. 2 Mechanics 
Hall employed ten men and made hats. In those 
days a beaver hat brought .$10. After three years 
Crum took the business and was succeeded by Clark 
tt Rogers, then by the Lums. D. B. Luni was a 
hatter from 1827 to 1842. In 1833 he advertises as 
follows in the "Seneca Falls Democrat:" Mv tender 
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NOEMAN HAYNES BECKEH. 
friends, I write these few lines to let vou know that 
I continue to work at my trade (as in duty bound 
these hard times) at the Seneca Falls hat and cap 
store, opposite C. L. Hoskins, where I keep con- 
stantly on hand a large assortment of hats and caps 
of the best quality, latest fashion and lowest price. 
My shop is full," 1 hope your pockets are. I hope 
they will soon run over for our mutual benefit. 
Yours respectfully, David R. Lum." 

Norman H. Becker, for thirty-live years en- 
gaged in banking in Seneca Falls and finally becom- 
ing one of the most prominent bankers in this 
section, was born in the town of Fayette, Seneca Co.. 
N. '\ ., in 1842. He was the oldest son of John and 
Barbara Becker, who lived several \ears in the village 
of Waterloo, N. Y. Norman Becker had the best 
opportunities for getting an education and he took 
advantage of them. In his 20th year he was gradu- 



ated witii honors at Hamilton College. l'ii>-essin^' 
a taste lor literature in which he obtained the 
highest degree at college, he afterwards lio.-.nni' a 
great reader and well informed on all Mi'ijects. 
I 'poll finishing his colU'ge course he taught lor .1 
tijue in Whitestinvii Seminary. In that village lie 
(.btained his first experience in banking, being for a 
short time emplo\'ed in one of the banks there. On 
his return home he was appointed teller nf the 
National E.-cchange Bank in Seneca Falls, taking that 
position at the time of the organization of the bank 
in 1863. So<m after, he became cashier, the post 
which he occupied until that institution was suc- 
ceeded by the E.\change National Bank, in which he 
was alsn made cashier and was the principal manager 
of its affairs until the close of his life. Conducting 
the business of the baTik wisely and taking an act- 
ive part in the State Bankers' .Association, where he 
was regarded as a man of marked ability, he ulti- 
mately made a high reputation both as a manager 
and a financier. .Mr. Becker possessed a great deal 
of influence in the community, which was recognized 
outside of his own business circles. He was a stead- 
fast friend of every deserving business venture that 
looked to him for support, helpful to all and often 
consulted relative to matters in which he had no 
direct persona! interest. His advice was frequently 
sought and always given with frankness and assur- 
ance of its being safely followed. True to his 
convictions, steering his course i,i all rrtatters without 
waiting to see what others were going to do. and 
then shouldering the responsibilities . as they came 
upon him, he forged ahead with absolute confidence 
in the results. 

In 1870 Mr. Becker married Miss Catherine .\. 
Watkins of Waterloo, .N. Y. Their child.'^en are 
Eliza (Mrs. George Kyle Van Sickle of .■\uburn. N. 
Y.), the Misses Katherine W., .\nna M., Florence and 
Cora Becker and Norman W. Becker. 

.Mr. Becker went abroad Feb. i, 1900, and died at 
Pera, a suburb of Constantinople, Turkev, the ffil- 
lowing month, March 11. 

Merchants; Early in Seneca Falls — Col. Wil- 
helmus Mynderse, Simon Chapman, .\bijah Mann, 
Anthony Dey, Henry Kellogg, .'Vbram and Samuel 
Payne, David B. Lum, Charles L. Hoskins, Erastus 
Partridge, Richard E. Gay, Wni. H. King, John S. 
Gay, John Isaacs, Stephen W'akely, Storrs & Gilbert, 
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I'xlward I.ycm, Joliii West, Sjickel i^v: \";m KeiissclaiT, 
Hezoklali Kelly, Sciitcr M, C,i(l(lin<,'s, ||. C. Silsliy, 
Henry Klliott, deor^c Shoeniaker, Abol Dnwji'i, 
Henry Seymnur, Seabiiry S. {'nuild. 1^. Ci. (*t J. U. 
Jolinsdu, R. Ci. I'iirclps, Henry IVillard. Win. Keilli, 
.lolui C. Chapman, T. N'. Chapman, Jcisiah I.. Stock- 
man, !■;. V. Thonias, \Vm. V. Pollard, Job Turner, 
Hiram Twist, .lames H, .Mcnonald, Wni. )■".. Wheeler, 
Charles O. Whartenby, Dwight H. Wilson, Henry C. 
Wisewell, K. J. Tyler, Howard Underbill, Charles 
.McDonald, Wm. li. I.athrop, H. C. IUod£;ett. Thomas 
B. Baird; James R. Hair. 

Seneca Lodge No. 104, K. of P.— The 

Knights of Pytliias of Seneca V-Ah was organized 
under a charter issued by the Cirand Lodge of the 
State of Xew York, .Sept. 18, 1873. It was to be 
known as Seneca Lodge Xo. 104. 

The first meeting was held .lune 14, 1873, in the 
then Ciood Templars' hall on the third tloor of the 
Daniel.s building. The officers elected at the first 
meeting were: C. Irank Brady past cliancelor. 



i|uarlcrs in an riidiavor to exemplify the princi|)li"- 
of liie ordei, I'Virndsliiji, Cliarit\' and henc\"olon< c. 

The present olli<-ers are: Cico, I'tley master of work, 
Albert P. Haney cliancelor commander, .loel l'"uller 
\u"e cliancelor, llarr\' tlrosbeck pi'j-Iatc. Dr. H. j>. 
Waldorf ma^ler-al-arllls, Clias. Collis keeper of 
ircords and seals. lOdward W. .\ddisoii mastei of 
linaiice, I'led Teller master of e.vchequer, Wm. Den- 
nison inner guard, Clias. K. Coons outer guard, 
jas. K. I'.astman delegate to Cirand Lodge and Dr. 
.1. .S. Purely physicl.in. 

The Early Physicians in S'ueca Kails and 
vicinitv — Dr. Reuben I-ong was here in i8of) and the 
-rime year Dr. Pitney settled at the Kingdom where 
he practiced two years and then removed to .Auburn. 
Dr. .Mathias B. Bellows opened an office in Seneca 
^all^ in 1812 and practiced here until his death in 
i~is+. Dr. Silas Keeler practiced here from 1820 
until 1867 and died here. Dr. rarnsworth, coming 
here in 1829 remained but a few years. .About 1835 




Pruden, Photo. SENECA LODGE, NO. 104. KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS. 

Top Bow (left to right)— J. C. Simmons, Fred Teller, J. E. Fuller, Dr. J. S. Purdy, H. E Brimm, E. W. 
Addison. Middle Bow— Dr. fi. V. Covert, Charles CoUiss, T. H. Utley, J. K. Eastman, W. A. S. Latham. 
Lower Bow— Dr. H. S. Waldorf, H. W. Grobeck, Charles Curtis, Wm. Dennison, A. P. Haney. 



Nathaniel L. Benham cliancelor commander, Chas. 
T. Silsby vice commander, Reuben F. Butts prelate, 
-Nelson Duntz master of exchequer. E. W. .Vddison 
keeper of records and seals, Fred .M. Bellows master 
of finance, C. H. Moore master-at-arms, W. S. Mur- 
ray inner guard, Adolphus Goodman, outer guard, 
C. H. Moore trustee si.x months, Chas. T. Silsby trus- 
tee for twelve months and C. F. Brady trustee for 
eighteen months. 

The Pythian Hall for a number of years occupied 
the fourth tloor of the Hoskins block, corner of Fall 
and Cayuga streets. .After the big fire the Knights 
of Pythias leased the fourth floor of the Daniels 
block before the building was completed. It was 
finished off particularly as lodge and entertainment 
rooms by the owner, Mr. George O. Daniels, The 
lodge rooms, ante-rooms and banquet rooms are 
admirably adapied for their use. Since that time the 
Knights have been at home to their friends in those 



'ir soon after, Drs. C. Cj. Williams, Dayton, Hiram H- 
Heath and Amherst Childs began practice here. Dr' 
j. K. Brown came in 1834 and Dr. John S. Clark in 
1836. Dr. Thomas Swaby came in 1840 and pnic- 
ticed here until his death in 1843. His brother Dr- 
Wm. .A. Swaby arrived in 1852 and practiced here 
thirty years. Dr. George W. Davis, coming in 1836, 
was here several years. Later physicians here were 
Dr. James Bellows, a surgeon in the army during the 
civil war who died in .April 1864; Dr. C. B. Howe 
who began practice in 1853 and several years later 
went into trade here; Dr, Elias Lester who began 
practice here in i86j and is still "in the harness," 
Dr. Hiram J. Purdy who came in 1870; Dr, Rufus C, 
Dunham, beginning practice here in i860 and died 
here; Dr. Rynear B. Covert who came in 1870 and is 
now in practice; and Dr. Alfred Emens who came in 
1872 and died here. 
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Seneca Falls Historical Society. — Prior t'l 
iHq'i, tlieio. existed in Seneca I'alls a society for tlie 
s'.udy of political economy, which liavine; completed 
its study and its members, together with others, 
desiring to engage in study ahmg hist<)ri<-al lines, and 
especially subjects of local historical interest, a meet- 
ing was held, Oct. 8, 1896, at the residence of Mrs. A. 
M. Teller, 19 Clinton street, for the organization of a 
society lor such purposes. 

In perfecting the permanent organiziition the fol- 
lowing ollicers were elected: President, Mr. .lohn P. 
Chamberlain; First Vice President, Miss Claribel 
Teller; Second Vice President, Mr. W. W. Cowles; 
Secretary, Mr. H. A. Carmer; Treasurer, Mr. George 
H. Gushing. A committee was appointed to draft a 
constitution and by-laws for the society, and the 
membership was limited to fifty. Hy the constitu- 
tution as adopted, the name of the organization is 
the Seneca Falls Historiciil Society: its objects: 



lecture by out of town talent h.i^ been frivou under 
its auspices: and its edu(."ation;il inlluence upon its 
members and the public has been large and honelicial. 
.\pplication has been made for a charter under the 
University Law, and it ise.\pected to be incorfioraled 
in the near future. Its present officers and directors 
are as follows: President, .Mr. Harrison Chamberlain, 
\'ice President, Mr. E. Wni. Medden; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. A. W. Golder: Directors: .Mr. H. A. 
Carmer, Miss Teller, .Miss Janet Cowing, Rev. H. 
Grant Person, Mrs. L. R. Sanford and Rev. Sheldon 
I". Frasier. 

Pioneers, Distinguished in Old Junius in its 
Early History. — Lewis Birdsall. a pioneer at "The 
Kingdom," the first supervisor of Junius, conducted 
an inn there where tcnvn elections were frequently 
held. In 1804 he was appointed justice of the peace 
and .March 3, 1S08, sheriff. He served three alternate 
terms in that office. In 1807 he was appointed -Major 




OFFICERS AND DIRECTOKS SENECA FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETl'. 
President, Harrison Chambei-laiQ (centre portrait lower row); Vice-President, E. Wm. Medden (upper 
left handi; Secretary and Treasurer, A. \V. Golder (upper right handi; H. A. Carmer, (lower left hand) Miss 
Claribel Teller (next to Mr. Carmer), Miss Janet Cowing (next to Mr. Chamlicrlain), Ilev. H. Grant Person 
(next to Miss Cowing), Rev. Sheldon r. Frazier (centre ot top row). 



( I) The study of local history; (:;) The acquirement 
and preservation of papers and articles of local 
historic interest; (3) The systematic study of histor- 
ical subjects for mutual benefit and instruction. 

The society began its work by the study of the 
history of the aboriginees of this section (The Senecas 
of the Six Nations), which was followed bv an eve- 
ning devoted to pre-historic .-\merica, followed by a 
study of this country from its earliest known hi^torv 
to the present times. The work at present consists 
of the preparation of local history for publication 
and discussions of current topics. The meetings 
were held at first bi-monthly and now monthly. The 
society has had a flourishing career. It has held 
many public meetings and has.written and published 
much of our local history; an occasional public 



in Col. Daniel Sayre's regiment. He erected a brick 
residence at The Kingdom in 1S07, which he sold to 
I'homas R. Lawrence in I^36. He came from 
Columbia county and was here as earlv as 1801. 
The dates of his birth and de.^th are not given. 

Daniel Sayre, on the Ronjulus town records as 
early as 1798, removed over to a farm near West 
Cayuga in 1804. He served, step by step, as captain, 
major, lieutenant-colonel and colonel in the militia 
and was second supervisor of Junius. He was born 
in Orangr' Co., \. V., 1762, and died near Cavuga 
B.idge, Feb. 22, 1813. 

Jesse Southwick came to a farm near Dublin, now 
in the town of Junius, in 1798. Jesse, Samuel and 
Daxid, three brothers, appear on the roll of voters, 
town of Fayette, in i8or. He served as third super- 
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••THE LONE FISHEBMAN ■ ON CAYUGA LAKE. 
A SUMMEtl IDYt.. 

visor of Junius and in several other ortices. He \v;is 
born in Springfield, Mass., in 1738, and died in Junius 
September, i82fi. 

Jacob Larzelere, in 1IS02, settled on a farm near 
West Ciiynga. He was elected town clerl; of Junius, 
1807; supervisor 1812, 181^ and i8i<i; member of 
assembly 1816- 17; and served as sheriff i8i8-'iy: for 
several years associate judge of Common Pleas; and 
several times super\'is(jr of Seneca Falls. He person- 
ally managed a large farm and surveyed many tracts 
of land and highways. He vas born at Morristown, 
Morris Co., X. J., Feb 27, 1774, and died at West 
Cayuga, Dec. i, 1843. 

Gen. Hugh \V. Dobbins settled north of Sen«-a 
lake prior to 1800, served as colonel of the 102nd 
regiment of infantry in the war of 1812, and was 
advanced to brigadier-general. Before his enlist- 
ment he kept a public inn. In 1840 he removed to 
Geneva, where he died Sept. 20, 
1853, in his 88th \ear. 

John Hurton came to Junius in 
1810 and taught school near Tyre 
two years. He served on the 
Niagara frontier in 1812 — si.v 
ye.'irs after coming from .\Ian- 
<hester, ling.: and in 1813 settled 
at Waterloo village, where he 
practiced law and surveyed. He 
died March 6, 1847. 

Dr. Thomas C. Magee was a 
veteran member of the board of 
supervisors, serving some years 
from Junius and many years from 
Tyre. He came from Washington 
county, N. Y., about 181 2. He 
was born Jan. 17, 1780, and died 
Dec. 10, i860. 

Israel W. Squires served three 
terms as supervisor from Junius 
and three terms from Seneca 
F'alls. He served as sheriff two 
terms of three years each. He 
was born at Chatham, Morris 



Co., N'. .!.. Feb. 13, r7<)0, and <lied in .Seneca Falls, 
J. in. 23. 1831. 

Henry Moses was one of the •arliest settlers (1808) 
ne.'u' the west endofC.'iyuga bridge, where lie farmed, 
did blac ksmitliing and for iwiniy ye.ars conducted a 
tavern. He was supervisor fpvini Junius at different 
times and was sherilt 1832-4. He was born in Ches- 
ter county, I'a., .\ug. iCi, 1784, and (lied in the town 
of Fayette, Doc. 13, 1880, at the venerable ago of qli 
\e;irs. 

A. W. Golder opened his •ipti<al parlors in the 
Colder building, six years ago. The examin.-ition 
room is well equipped with optical instruments an<l 
especially arranged for scientific fitting of thee\es. 
.\ con)plete lense grinding department makes it pos- 
sible to replace complicated lenses on short notice. 
Mr. Golder enjoys the distinction of having the only 
exclusively optical office in the city and has wnn ;in 
enviable reputation for careful and accurate work, 
his mailing list e.xtending over a large territory. Mr. 
Cjolder has held the offices of secretary and president 
of the New York .State .Association of Opticians and 
is now the vice president of the Optical Society of 
the State of New York. 

Venerable Nefrspaper — Next to the oldest 
newspaper published in Seneca countv is the Water- 
loo Observer, which was first issued in 1826, and has 
been published continuouslv ever since. It has 
always been a sterling democratic newspaper, as well 
as an excellent rect)rder of local happenings of the 
county seat and the county in general. On Sept. i, 
iXqo. the office was purchased of Hon. William li. 
Clark by S. FI. & L. W. F'erenbaugh, experienced and 
practical newspaper men, and at once took rank as 
one of the leading Democratic weekly papers of this 
state. Louis W. Ferenbaugh. the editor of 'I'he 
Observer, was one of the organizers of the New York 
State Democratic Kditorial .Association and is at 
present senior vice president of that organization. .\ 
well equipped job printing department is connected 
with the office. 

First Canal Boat. — On June 14, 1818, the locks 
of the Seneca Lock Navigation Co. at Seneca Falls 
were first thrown open for boats and the passage of 
the first loaded boat was witnessed by several people. 




INTERIOR VIEW OF A. W. GOLDER'S OPTICAL PARLORS, 
ESTABLISHED 1898. 
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JOSTAH T. MILLEE. 

Josiah T. Miller was born i;i Juniata, Pa., April 
II, 1H20. .After c:ompleting a course of instruction 
in the .\cademy at Bloomfield, Pa., he came to New- 
York and at the age of nineteen established the 
Seneca Falls Democrat, of which for nine vears he 
was the sole editor. When he attained his majoritv 
he was elected a justice of. the peace and for eight 
years discharged the duties of his first public trust. 

During this period he applied himself to the studv 
of law and took an active part in politics. In 1844 
he first sat as a delegate' in the Democratic Conven. 
tion of his county, and for more than thirtv vears 
was regularly a member of that body. He had like- 
wise been a delegate to many (jf the Congressional, 
Senatorial and Judicial Conventions of his party.and 
was a prominent member of the National Conven- 
tions held at Cincinnati and Chicago. In 1S63 Ciov- 
ernor Seymour appointed him Inspector-Ceneral of 
tlie State and during his term of service covering two 
momentous years, he performed, 
the arduous duties of that office 
with rare ability and intelligence 

He was a trustee of the Seneca 
Falls Academ}' and drafted the 
statute creating the Board of 
Education of Seneca Falls, of 
which he was the first president 
and tor several terms an active 
member. 

He was a devoted adherent of 
the Episcopal church and acted as 
vestryman of Trinity church from 
his twenty-first year until the 
time of his death. 

He was one of the original 
incorporators of St. John's School. 
Manlius, N. Y., and for manv 
years a trustee. 

He was active in organizing 
the Seneca Woolen Mills, and one 
of the incorporators of the Na- 
tional Exchange Bank of Seneca 
Falls, and a director and its legal 
adviser imtil his death. SENECA HOUSE. 



He was county judge and surrtigate in 1863, and 
member of assembly and chairman of the judiciary 
committee in 1868, before which time he had held 
(he ollice of district attorney. He had also been the 
candidate of his party for justice of the supreme court 
ill the seventh judicial district of the state. Before 
his retirement he was a United States commissioner 
for several years. 

On Sept. I, 1847, he married .\ugusta day King, 
daughter of William H. King, whose family origi- 
nally from Sharon, Conn., traces its ancestors back 
to i{h)9, from inscriptions on the grave stones still 
standing in the old homestead burying ground in 
that place. In 1883 .ludge Miller removed to Water- 
loo, and in the following year was stricken with 
apoplexy on his return from a cherished trip to the 
home of his boyhood. He died in September, 1884. 
His funeral was held from St. Paul's church in 
Waterloo with interment at Restvale cemetery in 
Seneca Falls, during which time the business places 
were closed as a mark of respect. 

He was largely interested in Seneca Falls propertv, 
and besides owning the City Mills and the Clinton Mill 
water power at his death, his holdings on Fall street, 
included the brick blocks known as the Seneca House 
and Skidmore buildings at 93, <)5 and 97 Fall street, 
the Failing building, occupied by Waller's hardware 
store at 112 Fall street, and the .\rmitage block at 
64 I'all street. These properties still remain in the 
family, and one of his sons and namesake, .\lr. .1. T. 
-Miller, built the Miller block at iofi-io8 and no Fall 
street, adjoining the Failing building, in 1878. 

.\fter the big fire of .lulv 30, 1890, that destroyed 
so many fine buildings on Fall and State streets, 
' including the Daniels Opera House and Hoag's 
Hotel, his son, .1. T. .Miller, continued in the foot- 
steps of his father by erecting in 1891 the King Block 
occupying the sites of the Opera House and Norcott 
block at Nos. 1 18 to 128 l-'all street. In the follow- 
ing 3'ear, 1892, he built the Opera house block at 
Nos 2 to 10 State street, in the construction of which 
a fire proof passage was luiill in the center, in the 
hope of utilizing the rear lot f^ir a new opera house 
at no distant date. 

In the year 1894 ''^ '>uilt the substantial steel fraiiie 
buikliiig at Nos. iig to 127 Fall street, known as the 
Columbus block, and in 1901 the Century block at 
Nos. 148 to 1,2 Fall street, the site of the'old street 
car depot on the corner of lall and .Mynderse streets. 

.\t the present time, 1904. he is building a business 
block on the site of the Desky building that col- 
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J. T. MILLER. 

lapsed in 1901, at Nos. 11 1 ami 115 I'alL street. 
These stores will be models of their kind, having lire 
proof vaults built from the native rock foundation, 
steam heat and power elevator to reach the several 
basements. In the construction of Mr. Miller's build- 
ings the file hazard has always been considered with 
a view of securing a minimum rate of insurance. 

In 1897 Mr. Miller installed a private electric plant 
with duplicate dynamos, run by water or steam, with 
a capacity of 1000 lights, that enables him to furnish 
current for light and power independent of the local 
company. He also has « central heating plant and 
water system that reaches the various properties. 

Mr. Miller has unlimited confidence in Seneca Falls 
and believes that with its now constant water power 
and permanent factories continually being enlarged, 
it will increase in population sufficient to enable it 
to apply for a city charter long before the next 
federal census. 



Curious Relic. —Miss Bascom 1 
ion a curious souvenir relating to 
the tragic fate of "Indian .lohn," 
a historv of which appears im 
another page. It is a sheet of 
printed verse; as the headlines 
sav: "Poetry on the death of 
ICzekial Crane and li.xecution of 
Indian John,' Composed by .Tason 
Smith: and Sung by him at a 
Concourse of Young Persons 
Convened, at a House near the 
Spot where the Tragic Scene was 
i-lnacted: June, 1818." 

Old Postoffice building. — In 
1836 the postofficc had its quar- 
ters in a one-story building, with 
pillars supporting its front, on 
the ground where now stands the 
store of Sidney L. Monroe. There 
were five steps from the street to 
the door. The postmaster was 
John .Morgan, a lawyer. 



Pre-Historic; -Ancient Civilization in Seneca 
Co.; Old Forts in Ovid and Tyre; Inmiense 
Works at Cross Lake; Traced to the Xinth Cen- 
tury. 

Civilized occupation of Seneca county as well as 
all of New York state bordering Lake Ontario and 
including central and western portions has been 
traced to a large colonization of Finns, Danes and 
Welshmen, who in the eighth and ninth centuries 
gradually mo\ed south from Iceland. Greenland and 
Laborador to the St. Lawrence, and crossing that 
river spread themselves out along the south shores of 
Lakes Ontario and Erie. 

Dr. Mitchell (.\rchae. Araer.) from whom the fql- 
lowing facts are largely taken, calls this the country 
of the Ontario — that region especially described by 
him as the .Antipodal Regions of the eighth and 
ninth centuries, where the Scandinavians crossing 
from Europe to north eastern America and migrat- 
ing southwest, and the fierce Tartars crossing from 
Asia to northwestern America and migrating to the 
southeast met in bloody conflict which resulted in 
the extinction of the Scandanavians. Seven cen- 
turies later, the French sent their Jesuits down into 
this country and found the .American Indian, who 
had descended from ;i race of Malays, which they in 
a sense resemble. 

The earliest settlers in Seneca county, and in fact 
through all of this section, found mounds and earth- 
works; strange implements of war and crockery 
which they sometimes even plowed up in their fields. 
Particularlv along Seneca river large earth- 
works, fr<>m which had sprung trees se\eral centuries 
old, were discovered. 

"On the eastern shore of Seneca river six miles 
south of Cross lake, " says a writer, "the remnant of 
ancient defence was discovered as late as 1791. 
There was found a fort described as "220 yards in 
length and 35 yards in breadth. The bank and cor- 
responding ditch [moat] were remarkably entire, as 
were two aperatures [in the enbankment] opposite 
each other in the middle of a parallelogram, one 
opening to the water and the other facing the forest. 
.Vbout one-half mile south of this was a large half- 
moon supposed to have been an outwork. The 
la^ in her possess- banks and ditch of both these works were covered 
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DANIELS OPERA HOUSE, Burncdjuly 30, 1890. 
with trees that exhibited extremity of age." Inside 
of the larger work was found a flat stone, five feet 
long, three and one-half feet wide and six inches 
thiclc. On tlie surface of this stone was the delinea- 
tion of all shaped figures supposed to have been 
hieroglyphical and engraved as with a chisel." One 
of the visiting party [1791] "dug up with his cane a 
piece of earthen \essel which from the convexity fif 
the fragment he supposed might have contained two 
gallons: it was well burned, of a red color and had 
its upper edge indented as with the linger in its 
impressionable state." These remains were con- 
sidered unequalled by the greatest discovered any- 
where in the United States. 

In Pompey were discovered \-estiges of a town 
covering 500 acres, protected by three eircular or 
eliptical forts eight miles distant from each other. 

In Camillus were two forts one covering three 
acres on a high hill. Remains of great forts were 
also found near Manlius, as well 
Onondaga, one in Scipio, two near 
the writer says, several between 
Seneca and Cayuga lakes. 

In the town of (5vid are the re- 
mains of an ancient fortilicatioii. 
the timber on the inside being 
of the same size and apparent age 
of that in the immense trees in 
the surrounding forest. Upon 
the bank and in the ditch large 
oak trees were standing. In the 
embankment were several open- 
ings a few feet in width, which 
were probably once used for gates 
or entrances. Inside of the em- 
bankment were found pieces of a 
coarse kind of pottery, ornamen- 
tal pipes, etc. DeWitt Clinton, 
governor of -New York, visited 
this place in i8ro, and his theory 
was similar to that above 
described. 

Rev. Pulaski Smith, residing in 
the town ofTyre stated at a public 
meeting of the Historical Society 



nf .Seneca I'alls that a short distance iunu his home 
llieri- was a similar "old fort;" thai llie timber grow- 
ing within and without llu- embankment was of the 
•-,ur,c size and evidently of the same age; that at 
the openings tliere were hr-avy ston ■ abutments, as if 
lieavv gates liad been made by masonry, and tiial 
e.\cavations unearthed the .same kinds of pottery as 
had been found at or near Ovid. Mr. Smith said 
further that he once v-isitcd a like forliru-ation near 
Savannah, on a bluff overlooking the Seneca river as 
well as the surrounding country; that the same (-(ni- 
ditions existed there as at Ovid and Tyre. 

Early Lawyers. ---d. \'. Sackett, who is sketched 
elsewhere, was the first lawyer here. Luther V. 
Stevens came in i8i(> and was Sackett's partner for a 
time. Ciov. Yates appointed him the hrst judge of 
the Court of C>)nmion fleas, .\nsel Basconi and 
.\sher Tyler came in 1827 and were jiartners for a 
\v\\- years. Bascom was .1 large land owner here. 
Orvill H. I'latt canie in 1829 and with Isaac Fuller 
founded the Seneca County Courier in 1836. 
Stephen S. ^'iele came here in 1830 and practiced 
until his death in i8(io. lohn Morgan, who w;is for 
a time Viele's partner, came in 1832. He was for 
awhile the surrogate of the county. Win. A. Sackett, 
successively law partner of .ludge Maynard and 
Charles H. Weed, served in Congress from this dist- 
rict. Edward Bayard and Klisha Foote, partners 
se\eral years, came in 1834, Judge Foote served as 
commissioner of patents under President .lohnson. 
Dexter C. Bloomer practiced here from 1835 to 1857. 
.lohn Maynard, established here in in 1833, was after- 
wards -lustice of the Supreme Court. Josiah T. 
.Miller, coming here when fifteen years old attended 
the Seneca Falls public schools and was admitted to 
the bar in 1842. .ludge .Miller, who was County 
.lodge in i864-'8 procured the passage of the act of 
the incorporation of the present school district. 
Charles H. Weed began the study of law here in 
1848. Henry B. Stanti>n came here to practice in 
1H48. .lohn B. Murray studied law here and was 
admitted to practice in 1832. Samuel 1). Tillman 
came here when a boy about 1834. Benson Owen 
came here in 1848 and died at lis residence here in 
1873. William Burroughs practiced here as late as 
1871. 

Sinum Halton Ciime here in 1S32, stu<Iied with S. 
S. \'iele and was admitted to tlic bar in 1833. He 
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was assistant principal cif the academy and after- 
wards principal of the union mIhuiIs. He was a 
member of tlie first board of education, its clerk and 
the superintendent of the district. He was post- 
master in iiS6q. for about four years. He died in 
I'ebruary, i><77. 

.lohn .■\. .\nnas of Cazenovia practiced here in 
i862-'4 and then went fjack. Sanford R. Ten Eyck 
was admitted to practice here in December, 1861, 
and practiced only a year. John .\. \Valler, Nathan- 
iel L. Benham, William K. Miller. Frank C .Vverv 
and William J.Hughes were among the practicioners 
who were here later. 

William Clark came to Seneca Falls in 1839. 
studied with Bayard & Foole, was admitted in 
1844 and practiced law here for years. He was cre- 
ated Master of Chancery by Chancellor Walworth. 

Gilbert Wilcoxen was a child when he first saw 
Seneca county. He was graduated at Hamilton, 
studied with Judge Miller and was admitted in 1854. 
He served as County .ludge. 

Peter H. Van.Vuken in 1861 came to Seneca Falls 
and was a partner with Gen. Murray in i862-'4. He 
served as County Judge. 

Charles H. Hawley, one of the oldest of the present 
practicioners in law, began here, 
Jan. 1, 1864, and was a partner 
with Judge Miller until 1877. 
He defended in sever.al suits for 
canal claims against the state 
years ago. 

Jasper N. Hammond, also one 
of the veteran lawyars at present 
enjoving a lar^e practice, came 
here in 1866, studied with C. H. 
Weed and was admitted in iSbg. 

Patrick J. Rogers and George 
W. Pontius were admitted to 
practice here in i86q. 

The Church Edifice of the 

First Congregational Society; 
How Money was Raised to Build 
It; A Resort to Life Insurance 
r)n its Members. — [See general 
history of the Society on page 
43].— ;The following facts are 
taken from an interesting paper 
written by Mr. E. Medden: — After 
the incorporation of the s.iriptv. 



Dec. 17. i86(j, it was decided to 
build at once. -\ lot was pur- 
chased from Dr. Davis for $3,500, 
he donating S300 of that amount. 
.•\fter the church was finished and 
dedicated, Sept. 21, 1871, the fol- 
lowing committee was appoint- 
ed to swure funds: Rev. W. W. 
Lyle, Win. I.. Bellows and Dr. R. 
Dunham. -.V loan was obtained 
from the Berkshire Life Insuran<"e 
Company, of Massachusetts, on 
condition, first, that the members 
of the society should secure seve- 
ral individual life insurance 
policies; second, that an endow- 
ment policy of §5,000 should be 
secured upon some individual for 
the church. This amount was to 
be used to help cancel the debt. 
The bondsmen were Charles 
Seekell, Horace Seekell, William 
Bellows, William King and 
Edwin Medden. 
Speakers obtained at different times for that pur- 
pose succeeded in securing pledges sufficient to ex- 
tinguish the debt, but a large number of them failed 
to make good, and for three years the bcmdsmen paid 
the interest, S9S0, on the loan. Finally, by previous 
agreement, the mortgage was foreclosed and at the 
sale held at the Hoag House the bondsmen bid it in, 
giving the Berkshire companv a new mortgage for 
•':Sio,cxx> without a bond and making over the prop- 
erty to the church society. At the same time the 
bondsmen paid what was due on the first mortgage, 
nearly .s 7.000. 

.Vfter another struggle the churches of the Congre- 
gational body of the New York state and several of 
our most prominent citi;rens came to the rescue. 
.\mong these kind friends were H. C. Silsby, .Albert 
Jewett, J. B. Johnson, H. W. Knight and others. .At 
last the society succeeded in freeing the church from 
debt, July 3, iSSi. It is <.. to-day. Shortly after, 
.Mr. J. B. Johnson in his will donated §2,000 for the 
support of the church. This is now invested in a 
parsonage. 

County Stenographer. — In 1S84 Miss Teller 
entered the law oflice of Hon. Charles .\. Hawley as 
a stenographer, being the fir^t stenographer omploved 
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FRED TELLER, 

Historical Contributor to "Grip's" Hi.«toriciil 

Souvenir of Seneca Falls. 

in a law office in the county. As the demand for 
shorthand work in the county was created, she was 
able to assist the attorneys, and to a limited e.xtent 
some of the manufacturing establishments. When 
references and testimony in patent suits were to be 
reported her services were in demand, and so well 
was her work appreciated that during the terms of 
Judge Van .^uken and .ludge Hazelton she did all of 
the reporting for the Surrogate's Court. In 1896, 
when Judge Richardson took office she was appointed 
official stenographer for the Ciiunty and Surrogate's 
Courts. Under Mr. Hawleys appointment as referee 
in bankruptc\', she reports contested cases in this 
county and also in Wayne and "\'ate> 
counties. These different positions she has 
held continuously. Such is Miss Teller's 
reputation outside the county that she has 
been called upon to supply the place of 
Supreme Court stenographer. .Miss Teller 
is a member of the New York State Sten- 
ographers' .-Association (the foremost organ- 
ization in the country! and also of th>" 
National Shorthand Reporter-' Association. 

The Old Edifice of the First Baptist 
church societv, a view of which is on page 
87, was completed and dedicated May 30. 
1830, a little less than two years after the 
■ first step was taken to organize the society. 
The cost of the building was Sa.ocxi. of 
which there remained an indebtedness of 
S300. The building had a basement, 
which for a time was first used for a 
school, a steeple and an Ionic front with 
four pillars. The interior contained fifty 
pews and there were elevated galleries 
around three sides. Here in the summer 
of 1837 was held a monster revival which 
even closed the stores at night, .\lthough 
3jo people could find seats in the church 
an out-of-door platform erected against 
the south side accommodated a great many 
more for whose benefit the windows were 
removed. The revival, which was conducted 
by l'"vangelist Jacob Knapp. continued 



live weeks and 200 people publicly professed conver- 
sion, '["his buildinfi a Horded tlic socielya coinfortabli' 
home for almost fortv years when it was replaced by 
the present structure, dedicated March 4, iMfuj. 

Fred Teller was born in Seneca l''alls and a(- 
tended the village schools. He is a member of .1 
number of societies and organizations, .and takes 
deep interest in documentarv, colonial and early his- 
tory. Mr. Teller has quite a library as well as many 
curios and articles pertaining to those subjects. He 
owns the historic building on a point of land jutting 
into Cayuga lake, known as "Stony l.edge," which 
building was part of the old toll hou.se of the Cayuga 
Bridge Co. On --\ug. 2, 1872, .Mr. Teller established 
the furniture business in an unpretentious way, hav- 
ing then, at the age of eighteen, just learned the 
trade of upholsterer. Two years later, in the spring 
of 1874, he leased the second floor of the Vreeland 
building. Subsequently he increased the accommo- 
dations by leasing for a term of years of Dr. C. D. 
Clawson the vacant lot between the Vreeland Build- 
ing and the Exchange National IHank on which was 
erected the building .Mr. Teller now occupies. He 
moved into it in December, 1877, filling the big 
structure with a complete line of furniture, cabinet 
ware, etc., making the largest furniture store in the 
village. Even then more room was soon after needed 
and a brick building was erected in the rear for 
his use; then still another one. in the rear of the 
others was built. Adding many new lines in drap- 
eries, upholstery goods, rattan ware, cabinet hard- 
ware, room and picture mouldings, window shades, 
etc., his accommodations were still inadequate and 
so he purchased the building and secured additional 
room by making alterations and farther additions, 
until now he has a business second in size to no other 
i n the countv. 




DESKY BLOCK RUINS. 
KiiildiD^ collapsed in 1901 (photo taken the day it fell). 



"GRIP'S" HISTORICAL SOUVENIR OI' SENECA FALLS. 



Ill 




GOIIDIS R. STEARNS. 

Gordis R. Stearns was hum in West Cliestoi- 
fielcl, X. H., -Nov. 20, 1846. His enrly ycai's wcrr 
spent on a farm during which he received a common 
school education. .After completing his studi'is he 
spent some time in the South, then returned to his 
native village and married Ella C, the daughter of 
P. 15. .Albee, in the year 1872. Soon after, they 
moved to Boston, .Mass., where Mr. Stearns found 
employment. .After living there nearly fifteen years 
they moved to Seneca I'alls. Mr. 1'^. P. Cileason, a 
wealthy manufacturer, who was an uncle of Mr. 
Stearns, owning the Gleason knitting mill, appointed 
him superintendent which position he held until the 
mills were closed at the time of the great linaiicial 
panic. Mr. Stearns was then appointed manager of 
the Cileason coal yard and he Idled that position up 
to the time of the death of Mr. Cjleason which 
occurred September, 1901. .Mr. Stearns then became 
pro]3rietoi" of the yards and carried cm the coal busi- 
ness tf> the time of his death, which occurred Jan. <), 
1903. Since that time his widow and Iheir adopted 
daughter have continued the business. Soon after 
coming to Seneca I'alls Mr. and Mrs. Stearns united 
with the Congregational church, and soon after .Mr. 
Stearns was elected trustee, the duties of which he 
faithfully performed until his death. He was a verv 
ctmscientious man, a great lover of his home and 
church and one who always had a good word and 
smile f<ir evervbod^^ He was honorable in all his 
dealings. 

David Budd Lam was born in Chatham, .Morris 
county, N. .1., Sept. M, 1*^03. His father, David 
Lum, came to this place with his family in May, 
i8of>, crossing Cayuga lake on the liist bridge. He 
settled (m the land niw kninvn as the Mynderse 
farm, lot number S3, on the Spring Brook road. 
Early in life young ]$udd learned the hatters' trade, 
and in Oct,, 1837, he began business for himself. 
I'rom thai date until 1842, he individually, or in 
lompany with Crandall Kenyon, furnished the head 
gear for the whole male population. He then retired 
from active business, and for nearly fifty years was 
not engaged in any special pursuit. Genial, kind 
hearted, always looking on the bright side, possess- 



ing an cxhaiistlrss fund of liumor and anecdotes, Mr. 
l,um WHS a welcome companion for young and old 
alike. I'roud of his acquaintance with our e;irly 
settlers, he was ever ready to picture the life of those 
pioneers, basing his statement^ <ni personal kno\\'- 
ledge or on the best evidence obtained from other 
sources. 

In 187G .Mr. l,um organized the first Historical 
Society of Seneca Falls, and was elected its president. 
Associated with him were .losiah T. .Miller, William 
I'. Pollard, .Abram Failing, Henry Henion and a few 
others. I'or this soc:iety Mr. Lum wrote ;i series of 
valuable arti<'les called "Olden Times in Seneca 
I'alls," the storehouse from which all succeeding 
writers have drawn their material. Mr. Lum's know- 
ledge of local history frequently prompted the saying 
that he could give the date that the water was let 
into Cayuga lake. 

In 1831 Mr. Lum married Ellen Perrinc, of Canog.i, 
and in .lanuary, 1881, on the fiftieth anniversary of 
his wedding, his old-time friends and neighbors 
assembled at his residence on Cayuga street to tender 
their congratulations. .\o couple in the community 
had a wider circle of acquaintances and their d.tors 
were always hospitably opened to former residents 
visiting their old home. -All else might change with 
the passing vears but Mr. Lum remained ever young. 
He was the one f;miiliar landmark that all gladly 
recognized. 

In the summer of i88q .Mr. Lum became seriously 
ill and was taken to the city hospital in Rochester 
for treatment. There on Friday, Aug. g, i88q, he 
died — the last of his family. The funeral service was 
held in the Pre'sbyterian church of Seneca I'alls <in 
Monday, .Aug. 12. the Kev. I'^dwin M. Dickinson 
r>f[iciating. 

"The Countpyman," a semi-monthly paper, 
was published at Seneca Falls during i860. .A copy 
dated Oct. 20, i860, \'ol. 1, No. 4, gives Ansel Bas- 
com as editor and proprietor and says that it is "pub- 
lished semi-monthlv until after the next election." 
I'rom an editori.d in this issue it appears evident that 
its aim was a reform in ta.xation and incident 
thereto opposition to influence of railroads in legis- 
lation. 
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T. B. BATRD. 

Thomas B. Baird wa> for several yeari; one of 
tlie best known and most successful merchants of 
Seneca I'alls. The dry goods business which he 
established and made one of the leading mer- 
cantile establishments of the village, was left at 
the time of his death on a sound and paying basis, 
so well and firmlj' rooted in the good will of the 
public that it has since been conducted on the same 
high plane at Xo. 73 Fall street, by his estate under 
the management of his former employees, who have 
increased the business to its present large propor- 
tions. It is a large store with two Hoors comprising 
several hundred square feet of space capable of dis- 
playing to advantage the large stock that is always 
carried. On the main floor are dry goods, notions 
and fancy goods, complete in style and variety, and 
on the other lloor is the department for carpets, mat- 
ting, rugs, etc. 

Mr. Baird was born in Cayuga county in 1S37, and 
came to Seneca Falls in 185S. 
He entered the store of Wm. B. 
Lathrop where he was a clerk 
until 1864. Then he enlisted in 
the r48th Regiment and served 
in the campaigns of his regiment 
until the close of the war. Three 
years ensuing he lived in Wolcotl. 
.\. Y., then returned to Seneca 
I'alls and became a partner with 
Wm. n. Lathrop. In 1S73 he 
established the business of his 
own and in Dec, i88g, he pur- 
chased the Blodgett building 
which he fitted up and moved 
into in April, 1890, the present 
location of his store. Here he 
carried on trade, an active and 
capable business man to the time 
of his death, which occurred .Mav 
30, 1898. 

The Reveille speaking in the 
highest terms of Mr. Baird at 
the time of his death .said: "He 
was a man of excellent habits, 
tireless industry and remarkalile 



enterprise. He was full of svmpathetic helpfulness. 
,1 staunch friend, and many were the hours made 
brighter by his kindness ai:d benefactions. N'ipthing 
human or of human interest was alien to his feelings 
or his sympathies. He was an active and \'alued 
citizen as well as a kind and generous townsman. 
In his intercourse with the world he was frank, 
manly and outspoken. He was public spirited and 
possessed that rectitude of spirit and straightforward 
way of accomplishing his objects which distinguished 
true manhood and absolute moral worth." 

Incorporated — Seneca I'alls received .1 village 
charier, .\pril 22, 1H3T, and 'in the lirst .Monday in 
Ma\' following, .\nsel Hasctnu was chosen president- 
The charter was amended by an act of the legislature, 
.\pril 24, 1837, which provided for .1 president, si.\ 
trustees — three from each ward — two assessors, one 
police constable and two street commissioners elected 
bv the people, and a clerk and a treasurer appointed 
by the trustees. .lohn L. Bigelow was first president 
afterwards. The board of trustees were then Mben- 
ezer Ingalls, Whiting Race and .'Xsa Starkweather, 
lust ward, and Franklin B. Latham, Carleton W. 
Seeley and .leremy Bennett, second ward; police con- 
stable, David B. Lum; .assessor, Isaac Smith; street 
commissioners, Ceorge B. Daniels, first ward, and 
Theodore Chapin, second ward. 

In i860 a new charter was enacted by the legisl.-i- 
ture by which the village was divided into four 
wards, each ward to elect two trustees. When the 
village adopied the general charter for villages of the 
state, by an act of the legislature in 1896, the four 
wards were abolished so far as the election of trustees 
are concerned, the board thereafter being elected, two 
each year by the village at large. Geographically, 
however, the village has at each subsequent electicni 
chosen trustees practically on the ward plan without 
however, so designating th.em. 

Musicians in early days. — .Music was furnished 
in early da\s by Ralph Samers. father of Heiirv and 
Ralph Somers, the sons as well as the father having 
musical talent. With Mr. Somers were associated 
.Mr. l'"aircliild, tlie jeweler, who played a violin, and 
.Mr. Wheeler, partner and bMtlier-in-law of Mr. 
Silsbv, was expert on the vioh'ncello. the trio w,'is 
alwavs in demand. 
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C. H. WEED. 

Charles H. Weed was bdrii in tlie town of 
SpringpiTi, Cayuga Co., in i>-2:;, and was married 
at the age of twenty-one to .Miss Sarah Miller of the 
same town. They had one child, a daughter, now 
.Mrs. T. J. Yawger of thi> village. .\bout 1850 
Seneca Falls became the residence of Mr. Weed 
where he afterwards resided until the time of his 
death, Nov. 13, 18S3. Xine vears after coming here 
he married .Anna W'allev of Ulster county. Mr. 
Weed's boyhood was chiellv spent on the farm, his 
only advantages for obtaining an education being 
the district schools. In l.Tter years he earned means 
for prosecuting law study bv teaching school in the 
town of Fayette, until he was able to devote his 
entire time to reading law. I'lrst entering the law 
oHicc of J- T. .Miller. In the early period ol practice 
lie was a partner with W. .\. S.icUett. But later on 
and during most of the time he was in practice he en- 
gaged al^ne, making for himself a high reputation as 



ai\ atlornev. .Men who afterwards became successful 
lawyers both hi're .ind elsewhere, read law in his 
ollice. Mr. Weed was a man of forte and character 
and of wonderful industry and energy. His devotion 
to the cause of his clients was a distinguishing 
feature of his character. In all business Irinsactions 
lie was close, prudent and careful— [ironipt in the 
discharge of his obligations and exacting the same 
promptness fr'im others. Socially he was pleasant 
and companionable. He was temperate in all 
things and of a cheerful disposition. 

.Mr. Weed, a republican, was active in the support 
of his party tickets and attended party conventions 
both state and national. He was a member and 
valued supporter of the Presbyterian church and an 
active friend of Sunday school work. .\t the time of 
his death he left a liberal bequest to be divided 
equally among the Sunday schools of the village. 

S. S. Palmer, for nearly twenty years engaged 
in tile coal business in this \ illage. wa> bo. n in 
Seneca I'alls, Xov. lo, 18.51. .lohn S. Palmer, his 
father, who came from Cortland county here when a 
young man and who subsequently married the 
daughter of Mr. and .Mrs. Burritt, one of the old 
Seneca F'alls families, was in charge of the South- 
well cooper shops for several years. He died in 1875. 
S. S. Palmer, at the age of thirteen years, began 
working for his living. Two years later he went 
into the Coulds shops where he learned the trade of 
machinist and was emploj'ed sixteen years. Com- 
pelled to leave the shop on account of poor health, 
he entered the coal office of C. S. Hood, where he was 
employed two years and then bought out Hood's 
railroad yards, in April, 1885. With little capital 
but plenty of pluck and perseverance he built up a 
large and paying trade. From time to time he made 
manv improvements and he now has buildings and 
vards with the latest modern conveniences, in which 
he keeps a large supply of coal, wood, cement, sewer 
pipe, hay and straw. Philadelphia and Reading is the 
coal which he handles and his yearly sales aggregate 
better than 3,000 tons of hard coal. With the best 
equipment in steam power he is able to convev 200 
tons of coal a day, besides cutting up what wood his 
trade calls for. 'This is one of the oldest yards in the 
village and under Mr. Palmer's management is 
giving his large trade satisfaction in promptness of 
delivery and quality of coal. 




S. S. I'ALMRK. 
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OFFIGEKS EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK. 

Milton Hoag, President. 

S. S. Gould, Second, Vice-President. A. K. Palmer, Cashier. 

.Mr. Palmer was married to Miss Ella A. Butts of 
Seneca Falls, in 1874. The children are three boys 
and two girls. Harry S. Palmer is a jeweler, his 
place of business being with his father. Claud L- 
Palmer is the manager of the yards and the book- 
keeper. Corydon J., Mr. Palmer's youngest son, is 
in the United States service on the torpedo boat 
Chauncey, one of the flotilla of five torpedo boats 
accompanying the cruiser Buffalo, in the first trans- 
ocean voyage made by Uncle Sam's torpedo boats. 

The Exchange National Bank is the suc- 
cessor to the National Exchange Bank which was 
organized in 1865 with a capital of i^ 100,000 and a 
circulation of $go,ooo. Its first Board of Directors 
was: Justus B. Johnson, Josiah T. Miller, Josiah C. 
Woodworth, Charles L. Hoskins, John A. Rumsey, 
Henry Hosier and Charles A. Parsons. Justus B. 
Johnson was its first president and continued to be 
president during all its chartered existence. Charles 
.\. Parsons was its first cashier and N'orman H 
Becker its teller. Mr. Parsons served for about a 
year and a half and was then succeeded by Norman 
H. Becker, who continued to be the cashier of the 
original bank, and of the Exchange National Bank, 
its successor, down to his death, which occurred 
-March 1 1, igoo. 

/ The bank was originally opened in the lower 
rooms of the old Sanderson residence located where 
the present bank building stands, on the north side 
of Fall street, and of which building a cut is pre- 
sented. The old building was removed in 1869, and 
the present handsome and convenient brown stone 
front banking house was erected during the follow- 
ing year, of which an exterior and an interior view arc 
herewith exhibited. Its dimensions are 22 feet by 
')j feet deep. The office is supplied with ample con- 
veniences for business and the safes and vaults are 
provided with the most modern burglar proof appli- 
ances and time locks. 

The charter of the original bank expired in 1885, 
and immediately upon such expiration the present 
Exchange National Bank was chartered, starting 
with a capital of $100,000, and a surplus of $50,000 
voluntarily paid in by its subscribers. Its original 



Board of Directors was as follows; Nor- 
nirin H. Becker. James H. Gould, Milton 
lloag, Harrison Chamljerlain, Charles A. 
llawley, Henry Hoster and John A. Rum- 
sey. Harrison Chamberlain was chosen 
president, James H. Gould vice president, 
.\onnan H. Becker cashier and Ajah R. 
Palmer teller. 

.Mr. Becker brought to the office of 
cashier his large experience in the old 
bank, and a genius for financial affairs. 
He was during all his life a tower of 
streufitli to the institution, and became 
known far and wide as one of the most 
accomplished cashiers in Central New 
York, and continued in the administration 
of his oflice down to his sudden and un- 
timely death, when he was succeeded by the 
present cashier, Ajah R. Palmer, whose 
whole business life has been spent in the 
affairs of the bank. No diminution in 
the prosperity of the bank has been ob- 
served by this change in its cashier. The 
oflice of president has been occupied suc- 
cessively by Harrison Chamberlain, James 
H. Gould and by Milton Hoag the present 
incumbent. 
Its present Board of Directors is as follows: Milton 

Hoag, Seabury S. Gould, A. R. Palmer, Lansing S. 

Hoskins, 'Wilhelmus .Mynderse, C. A. W. Becker, M. 

^^ Seymour, Josiah T. .Miller and Clarence H. 

Williams. 

The Hon. Charles .\. Hawley is now and has been 

since the beginning, the attorney for the bank. The 

bank has a line of deposits averaging between $500,- 




THE EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK. 
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riip present ollicial force of the bank is as follows: 
Milliin lloag president, Seabury S. Gould vice presi- 
dent, Ajah K. Palmer casliier, Mayiiard W. Jacoby 
teller, W. T. Usher booUkecper, Ell)ert \V. Freeland 
assistant bookkeeper, Nor.nan \V. Becker clerk. 

"Concert Hall" on State street is probably the 
oldest building in Seneca Falls. The original build- 
ing is the rear part of the present structure the whole 
ol which is occupied by Un'dertaker Ryan. The 
front was erected in 1872 by James Sanderson at 
that time owner of the building. The old part, 
which had several times been repaired and altered 
still contains beams and sil 5 which were hewn out 
bv hand and put together in 1816. It was then the 
"First Presbyte ian church of Junius," the first 
church structure in the village. It was erected on 
the site of the Presbyterian church of today and the 
builders were Jabez Starks and Mr. Hovey. In 1842 
when the church decided upon a new building, this 
old edifice was bought by AUport & Gill, coopers, 
and moved on rollers to where it now stands. Mr. 
Henry Stoweil from whom these facts are taken says: 
"All of tiie coopers in the village with many others 
numbering in all about 150 men, were employed in 
moving it, and the building was the sensation of the 
time as it went slowly through from Cayuga to State 
streets and down to its present position." 

The firm used the building for a cooper shop until 
they failed, alter which it was occupied by lamilies. 

It then became an amusement hall. In 1851 
Charles G. Milk the purchaser fitted up a stage and 
opened up "Conceit Hall," which until i86g, when 
Daniels' hall was opened, was the only place for pub- 
lic gatherings except Union hall. It was the place 
where many famous shows were given and most of 
the political meetings were held. There the assem- 
bled populace looked upon "Tom Thumb" with 
amazement and drank eloquence from the lips of 
Henry Ward Beecher. In 1866 Milk sold the pro- 
perty to James Sanderson. It since passed into 
other hands. 

First loLvryer, — Gary V. Sacket, the first attor- 
ney to locate here, came in 1805, when fifteen years 
old. He studied law with Mr. Mumford in Fast 
Cayuga, was admitted to the bar in 1812 and after 
practicing at East and West Cayuga hung out his 
shingle here in 1815. 



FIRST HOME OF EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK. 
(Old SaadersOQ Residence; removed 1S69.) 

000 and $600,000, and its line of discounts averages 
about $500,000. The policy of the bank has always 
been as liberal as was consistent with sound business 
principles, its purpose being to sustain and assist 
every legitimate local business enterprise. The bank 
is, and ever has been, more than ordinarily watchful 
over its securities and property. It not only holds 
monthly meetings of its directors, at which the busi- 
ness of the bank is carefully scrutinized, but it calls 
upon its attorney to attend the meetings of the board 
so that he keeps in touch with all of the details of its 
business. It has, and has continued to have from 
the beginning, an examining committee composed of 
three of its directors who are 
not serving in the actual man- 
agement of the bank, who make 
periodical examinations, of all its 
securities and business, going 
over them in detail and actually 
seeing and counting the cash and 
securities and figuring up the 
books with the care and attention 
which is given by an official 
bank examiner, and it then 
renders a written report to the 
Board of Directors. If any error 
is discovered it is brought to the 
attention of the Board and cor- 
rected. 

The bank also has a standing 
discount committee, of which its 
attorney is a member, which in 
all important cases adds its 
judgment to that of the cashier 
before paper is accepted. Neither 
this bank nor its predecessor 
from 1865 to the present time 
has ever passed its semiannual 
dividend. EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK; PUBLIC ROOM. 
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Principals nf the Old Academy; Oren kcmt and 
tlip Plireno'.ogists: Crittenden's Noi^flo-s Slip- 
pers: Athletic Walker and His Raw Hide. 

-Miss Anna E. Henion .>rites inlere.-,tinglv of tlio 
early principals in the old academy: — 

"Cotton -Mather 'Crittenden (how that smacks of 
I'uritanismJ was the first principal and an able man. 
He used to wear slippers, walk noiselessly about the 
room and suddenly appear at the side of some boys 
and girls who were doing everything but studv, and 
those boys and giris came to grief. 

"Rutger \"anBrunt, a tall, handsome, athletic man, 
afterwards became a Dutch Reformed minister. 

"Oren Root was a fme all-round teacher and 
superior mathematician, versed in mineralogy .and 
geology. While he was here, Messrs. I'owler and 



He was an enthusiastic Latin scholar. aM<l owing to 
thai lact anil ,-dso that the niore Latin Ihc more 
piiblic'monev, he soon had a \f'ry large number of 
students studying that fundamental language and 
"hie, haec, hoc," and "amo, ainas, amat" were (lying 
through every corner of the building. He w.-is the 
first principal to whom I recited, and we w<Mit 
through C;psar,Virgil, Horace, Cicero at a rapid rate, 
Mr. Avery was a model of neatness and order He 
offered a prize to the scholar whose books .it tlic 
close of the term were in the best condition and a 
copy of Taritiis won by myself is still a cherished 
possession. 

"Mvron lieacli, moderate in speech and action, 
unrulTled in temper, clear in statement, had tin- g.fl 
of making pupils see things and winning their affec- 
tions. He went to Dubuque and af erward Chicago, 
and is a successful lawyer. He took with him as his 
wife one of his best scholars. Miss Helen Hoskins, 

"Wiien the Rev, Dr, .lohn M. Ciuion was principal 




CATHOLIC MUTUAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATION, UKANCH NO, iS. 
Upper- Row (left to right)— Pet«r FeiKuson, Thomas Rice, Hugh Mui-phy, Patrick VcGciiw, Kellcv. 
Middle Row— Bernard O'Co ' -, , _ ^ ^ , , „ „ 



Byrne, ,Ioseph Ca,sey, 



Connor, Itice, Edward Davy, John H, O'Brien. Michael McCarthy, Kduai-d 

Lower Row— Patrick Hamil, Emmet Ryan, Michaul Fei-g:u6on, Patrick Sullivan, 



Wells came to Seneca Falls and delivered a lecture 
on the new science of phrenology, ,\t the conclusion 
some of the audience, all strangers to the lecturers, 
were invited to come ft)r\vard and ha\'e their heads 
e,\amined. Lewder- fingered Lrof. Root's head a 
minute and said. 'Mathematiis.' Root afterwards 
became profesMir of that science at Hamilton college, 
it is pleasant to know that his ability descended to 
the second and third generation. Oren Root, Jr., is 
professor, I think, of mathematics at Hamilton, 
lilihu Root was secretarv of wai in President Roose- 
velt's cabinet, and Oren Root, the 3d, is president of 
the greatest railway system on earth, the Metropoli- 
tan of New York city. 

"Chas. Augustus A\ery, than whom no teacher 
w.is ever mori' popul.'ir r^r beloved, litcrallv go\e.iie(l 
hv love, never lia\ing brcii known to strike a blow. 



of the acatlemy, the scluilars, wIki li,'i<l the privilege 
of his instruction, never forgot the recitations I'liliv- 
ened by his rare scholarship and wil. The ac.idemv 
had four teachers, and the principal assistants were 
good men. Sau.sbury Hurlinghanie, who could 
make that .abstruse study, grammar, luminous and 
interesting, liundy, Linderr.iinii, Walker, all Hamil- 
t(ni graduiih's. 

"Me ore the advent of the last named genllenian a 
be ligerent and ungovernable element had c.ept in 
among the boys and they openly boasted they would 
turn any teacher out; hut when one .Monday morn- 
ing .Mr. (iilbert Walker walked in, a t;ill, athletic 
si.\-footer, with a big rart hide in his hiind, Ouaker 
meeting reigned throughout the school room and a 
permanent peace descended on all parties. Mr. 
Walker w.as .ifterw.'irds governor of Virginia at the 
rlos<' of ihe C'ixil war." 
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GEORGE W. DAVIS. GEORGE B. DAVIS. 

George W Davis, M. O., was one of the best 
kiKiwii nteilicnl pr,icticioiiers and pharmacists in 
Seneca I'alls of half a century ago. He prominently 
identilitci himself for years with public affairs and 
was widely known in the central and western parts 
of the state, especiallv in Cavuga and Seneca coun- 
ties. It was during the war that Dr. Davis was the 
examining surgeon on the board of enrollment for 
this c<jngressionaI district with his headquarters at 
.\uburn. .\t home he was distinguished as a most 
active and progressive citizen, both in his profession 
and in s^ciets', an influential man. .\t one time he 
was on tile board of superv isors and fur one or two 
terms served as president of the village. On March 
6, iStii'. the old .Mundy drug store fa picture of which 



as it then apficarcd with ailjaccnt business places, i-- 
prinled on page JJJ j)ass('(l into the hands (»l Dr. 
Hco. W. Da\isiS:SnM. I'^iur y.ars later the senior 
partner tool; up his residenci' in .larlisiinv ille. Ma., 
where I.e lived 23 vears, until the lime of liis death, 
spending his summers in Seneca I'";ilis. Sijice iSlil> 
the drug sl<ire has Ijecn in the same hands .i pericid 
of nearly ^o years — .•uul it is (nie of the best liiiou n 
business places in the village and vicinity. Dr. 
D.ivis was born in .\larcellus, Onondaga county, l''eb. 
J2, 1822, and was educated at the .Medical College at 
Cincinnati wliere he was graduated when 2-, years of 
age. The lirst year of his practice was at Dansvilli'. 
N. Y., after which he practiced at liullalo. .^uburn 
and S^'racuse, coming to Seneca I'alls in June, 1H.S3. 
His removal to Jacksonville was occasioned by fail- 
ing health, but he lived to the venerable age of 73 
vears, his death occurring Oct. 9, 1893. 

The doctor and Hetsey Pollard of .Marcellus, were 
married in 1848. She lived until the day l)efore last 
Christmas (1903) when she passed away in her 73tli 
vear. 

George B. Davis, the druggist, was born .-it 
Dansville, N. Y., March 28, 1849, and was educated 
in the schools ni this village. When a mere boy, in 
-April, 18O3, he enlisted for service in the war for the 
union, being accepted as a recruit for the 8th New 
York Cavalry, but as the war was closed about thai 
time he saw no arduous service. Being bu' sixteen 
years old at the time of his enlistment the event 
attracted considerable local attention. He was one 
of the charter members of Post Cross, No. 78, G. .V. 
R., of which he has been a zealous supporter. On 
Oct. I, 1873, he bought the doctor's interest in the 
drug business. In October iSSi. he married Joan 
(joodman of Seneot Falls. .Mr. Davis has one son. 
George M. Davis, a bookkeeper, residing at Syracuse. 
George B. Davis is an active Mason, a member of 
Pocahontas Lodge since 1870, and now its treasurer, 
a post he has held 23 years. 
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J. C. DAVIS. 

The Climax Specialty Company began busi- 
ness in January, 1897, and were at that time located 
in the basement of the Partridge block. They were 
incorporated under the laws of the State of New 
York, and their charter calls for the manufacture of 
leather goods, plumbers' supplies, bicycle pumps, etc. 
At the time of starting up their plant they employed 
eleven operators, and by making high grade goods 
their reputation spread rapidly, and their business 
increased far beyond their expectations. .About one 
year later, having outgrown the capacity of their old 
quarters they bought the water power and factory 
which they now occupy and began to increase their 
line of goods. They built additions to their new 



plant, such as a brass foundry, nickel plating depart- 
ment, etc., and at the present time have on their 
pay roll about one hundred employees. 

By the aid of traveling salesmen their goods have 
been introduced and are now shipped to all parts of 
the world. Their factory is equipped with all of the 
latest improvements in machinery and other facilities 
and they operate several machines of their own 
invention. The washers and leather goods are made 
for every purpose known to sanitary science, and in 
their line of goods they are the largest manufactur- 
ers in the world. 

Their brass goods, while being strictly specialties, 
are models of beauty and perfection, and it can with 
truth be said that this company has been the means 
of producing sanitary appliances whereby people of 
rai.^erate means can enjoy what were formerly lux- 
uries and intended only for the wealthy. 

The founder of this company, John C. Davis, is the 
inventor of the celebrated Climax adjustable rubber 
elbow for use in connection with lavatories, and this 
invention has done much toward making him and 
his company famous. There are over one million of 
these elbows in use, and there is an ever increasing 
demand for them. 

Mr. Davis, the president of the company, is a pro- 
gressive, vigorous man of thorough business ideas, 
practical in all respects and entitled to a great deal 
of credit for the success which the Climax Specialty 
Co, deserves as well as enjoys. Of an inventive turn 
of mind he has evolved and put into practical use 
many ingenious contrivances which the company is 
manufacturing. 

The First Physician in the territory now com- 
prised in Seneca county was Dr. Alexander Coventry, 
who brought his family and settled at Rose Hill, the 
toi^Ti of Fayette in .lune, 1792, and removed to Utica, 
subsequently serving as president of the State Medi- 
cal -Association, iS23-'4. His death occurred at 
I'tica, Dec. 9. 1*31. 




J. C. DAVIS' RESIDENCE. 
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Aggregate Population of the \'iliages for which they 

were Published, 40,600 
Aggregate Circulation of all of these works 41,000. 
They Keach all Parts of tl.e World 
All of the following places Published are in New 

York State: — 
1894 — Middleburgh, Schoharie Co. Population 
'^95 — Cobleskill, Schoharie Co. " 

1896 — Oneonta, Otsego Co. " 

1897 — Delhi, Delaware Co. 
1897 — Oxford, Chenango Co. " 

1899 — Groton, Tompkins Co. 
1899 — Cortland, Cortland Co. 
1900 — DeRuyter, Madison Co. " 

1900 — Marathon, Cortland Co. " 

igo2 — Camden, Oneida Co. " 

1902 — Pulaski, Oswego Co. '• 

1902 — Phoenix, Oswego Co. " 

1903 — .Mexico, Oswego Co. " 

1903 — Waterloo, Seneca Co. " 

1904 — Seneca Falls, Seneca Co " 



1, 100 
2,000 
4,000 
1,900 
1,800 
1,300 
9,000 
700 
1,200 
2,500 
1,500 
1,500 
1,200 
4,200 
6,700 



Preceptresses, Old .\cademy: Pen Pictures of 
the Few Interesting Traits of iJijtinguishcd 
Teachers. 
The early preceptresses ol the old academy men- 
tioned by .Miss Anna E. llriiion were Miss Lucretia 
Wilson, the first, then Miss Butterick, afterwards the 
wife of the Hon. Wm. .\. Sackett. "But the time 
most fondly remembered in those days," .Miss Henion 
writes, "was when that position was filled by respec- 
tively the three daughters of Mr. Chas L. Hoskins, 
the Misses Frances, Laura and Annette Hoskins. 
Miss Laura taught only a short time, marrying and 
going away, but I affirm it was a liberal education 
to go to school to either one of these ladies. Miss 
Frances Hoskins afterwards Mrs. Thos. Fatz.nger, 
taught a number of years. She was very thorough 
in her teaching of reading, writing, spelling and 
grammatical language. Woe to the scholar that 
talked incorrectly in her presence. She took great 
pains to advise us about books to read, good poetry, 
history, biography and standard fiction, always the 
best. Miss Annette Hoskins, who taught manv 




From Print. 



THE CLIMAX SPECIALTY WOEKS. (View from Fall Street.) 



Youngest W. C. T. U. — .\nnie L., the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. William Norton, and Marion, 
the daughter of .Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Enos, two of 
the several bright young girls for which Seneca Falls 
is noted, are the youngest life members of the 
Woman's Christian Temberance Union in the State. 
They are eight years old and neither has been known 
since she became a life member of the order, which 
was about a year ago, to permit her doll or tea 
dishes to interfere with her work in getting mem- 
bers of the Juvenile temple. They would as soon 
think of going without their clothes as going with- 
out the white ribbon. 

First Brick Building — J. .M. Coleman in 1826, 
erected the first brick structure on the north side of 
the river for a residence and harness shop. It was 
bought in i860 by Henry Seymour and John Cudde- 
back and torn clown to give place to a business 
block. 



years was of the same rare type, a grand teacher in 
every sense of the word and dozens of boys and girls 
owed what was best in their intellectual life to her 
teaching. After leaving the academy she had pri- 
vate classes in her own home for a number of years. 

"Miss Caroline Bull, afterwards Mrs. Dr. Cook of 
Canandaigua, was preceptress for a year. She was 
an elegant and accomplished lady, very dignified in 
language and demeanor. One day a discouraged 
girl exclaimed in school girl fashion^ '.Mercv on us, I 
can never get this lesson, it is so hard.' " Miss Bull 
looked up, 'Young ladies,' said she, 'don't throw out 
such ejaculations.' 

"Miss Mina Bascom, afterwards Mrs. (Dr.) David 
Gordon; was preceptress for a number of vears. Miss 
.Addie Pollard, afterwards the wife of Rev. Chas. A. 
Wetmore held the same position. Miss M. L. Patti- 
son was preceptress for ten years. 'To name them is 
to praise.' The longest periocls of service are Miss 
M. A. Leach between 30 and 40 years. Miss Jennie 
Wicks between 30 and 40 years, Miss Man- Fairchild, 
25 years. Miss Failing, now Mrs. C. L. Story, sixteen 
years." 
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ALVAH F. STAHL'S RESIDENCE. 



The Seneca Roofing Co. is tlie name adopted 
by Messrs. Peter A. and Alvah V. Stahl, for carrying 
on the business of roofing, which they recently pur- 
chased of the Peter Fetter estate. It is well known 
that the slate, gravel and tar roofs that were con- 
structed by Mr. J''etter are among the best of the kind 
in the market, and it is proposed by the Messrs. Stahl 
to largely increase the business and to keep up the 
standard of this work, they having planned to carry- 
it along on a large scale. Both gentlemen are car- 
penters by trade and are largely engaged as builders, 
having erected many hne residences in the village. 

Peter A. Stahl was born in Seneca county Xov. ig, 
1851, and at an early age he learned the trade ot car- 



penter. After moving to Seneca Falls he engaged in 
contracting and building. He married Harriett Hil- 
kert by whom they have three children, two sons and 
one aaughter. 

.Vlvah F. Stahl, who is one of the leading contrac- 
tors and builders of Seneca Falls, the son of Peter A. 
Stahl, was born in Seneca Falls, March 24, 1876, and 
obtained his education in the public schools of this 
village. Six years ago, after learning the carpenter's 
trade, he entered into contracting and building and 
has been success'ul in the erection of many fine resi- 
dences. He married Irene M. Russell, June 20, 1901. 
.Mr. Stahl is one of the trustees of the village, elected 
in March, 1903, and is a member of the Masonic 
order. 




P15TEU A. STAHL'S UBSIDENCE. 
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CORNELIUS HOOD. 



LEWIS B. HOWELL. 



Cornelius Hood, for many years a resident of 
.Seneca I'alU and distinguished for liis activity in 
iluirch vvorl-c a-- an elder in the I'irst Presbyterian 
churcli of this \illage for foriv-two vears. was born 
at New Paltz, Lister Co., X. V., .\pril 12. 1810. In 
1817 his parents moved to Bellona, Yates Co., N. Y., 
sx tnilos south of Geneva. Mr. Hood was then a 
small boy and in later years he remembered many 
incidents of that trip to their new home, made 
through a new and sparsely settled country, over 
scarcelv opened roads, passing through the then 
little settlement of Seneca Kalis by water, when there 
was but one house on the sjuth shore of the river. 
It was his privilege afterwards to see the place ex- 
pand into a large village. In 1S41 he married .^gnes 
.MacDonald of Rellona, and they took up their home 
in Seneca I'alls, where ht^ always displayed a 
t;rtat deal of interest in the welfare of the com- 
nuMiil'.'. CoDiing from Bellona where he was an 



elder in the ehuri'li li\e v<"ars he at <inc<^ took the 
same pjare in lh<' cliuri'li iicrc in which his services, 
uninierrupled to the lime of his ileatli, were valuable 
in several ways to that society .ind attached to him 
a (ircloof manv warni friends. Mr. Hood died at 
his home in this village, .laji. i^!. 1H85. His children, 
of whom onlv the two last named survive, were 
Co.'nelia .'Vgnes Hood, VVillia-.ii .Angus Hood, who 
lost his life in the I'nion army during the civil war: 
Cornelius S. Hood and .\nna V.. Hood both residing 
in Seneca I'alls. 

Lewis B. Howell w.is one of the large Hour mill 
owners in this \illage when this was a large shipping 
point for Hour. .Although he took no prominent 
part in politics he displayed more than common 
interest in village matters and was a friend of the 
schools. Living here the last forty years of his life 
his was a familiar figure in business circles and his 
business energy and activity were distinguishing 
traits of liis character. Parsippany, X. .1., was his 
birthplace, .lune h. 1S18. When a young man he 
went south and engaged in business in Xew Orleans 
with his brother, .Abram in i844-'6. Then he took 
up milling with his brother, Stephen \V., at Black 
Rock, now North Buffalo, N. Y., and eight or nine 
years later, in 1833, the two bought the City Mills in 
this village. They also, in connection with the City 
.Mills, cimducted the old stone mill and were large 
producers of flour for twelve or thirteen years. 
When their connection with these juills ceased, Mr. 
Lewis B. Howell si'ld flour on the road which occu- 
pation he followed until a few years prior to his 
death — Oct 26. 1896. He was married in 1847 to 
Georgiana Stone Callendar of Buffalo. Their child- 
ren are Georgiana .Alice (Mrs. C. S. Hood) and Louis 
J. Howell, a resident of California. .Mary E. and 
Hattie Howell are dead. 

Easter Sunday: dates for the ensuing twentv- 
hve years. — 1904 — Apl 3: 03 — .Apl 23: of) — .Apl 13: 
07 — .Mch 31; 'oS — .Apl ig: 'eg — 
27; '11 — .Apl 16; 12 — .Apl 7: 13— 
12; 13 — .Apl 4: '16— .Apl 23: '17- 
31; 'iM — .Apl 20: '20— .A|)l 4: 21- 
16; 23 — .Apl i: 24 — .Apl 20; 23 
4; '27 — .Apl 17: 2^ — .Vpl 8: 29— 
20. 



Apl 11: 


'10 — Mch 


-Mch 23: 


■i4^Apl 


-Apl 8; 


'18— Mch 


-.Mch 27; 


22— .\pl 


-Apl 12: 


2f.— Apl 


Mch 11: 


30— Apl 




RESIDENCE OF C. S. HOOD. 
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The Fire of 1890— 

At 3 : 15 o'clock Wednesday morning, July 30, 1890 
the first peal of alarm awoke the village to the be- 
ginning of an awful conflagration, which in a short 
space of time destroyed eighty-seven places of busi- 
ness and residences and devoured property to the 
amount of thousands of dollars. Fire was disc:overed 
at the same time in the Pew building and the west 
end of the Johnson block. In a distance of 360 feet 
on the south side of Fall street, 300 feet on the north 
side and 360 feet on State street was left a mass of 
ruins. Chief O'Malley and the Geneva fire depart- 
ment and the Waterloo (ire department responded to 
appeals for help. Chief H. N. Rumsey of Seneca 
Falls was out of town, but Assistants McCartin and 
Williams, and President of the village E. A. Rumsey 
ably directed the local firemen, finally surrendering 
command to Chief O'Malley. The list of losses 
published two days later in the Reveille is as follows, 
herein given for historical reference: 



PARTRIDGE BLOCK. 






Loss. 


Insurance. 


Partridge Block, f 


75,000 


$10,000 


Seneca Electric Co. & E. R. R. 


100,000 


None 


American Express Co., fixtures. 


300 


300 


Seneca Falls Reveille, 


15,000 


2,000 


Western Union Telegraph Co. 


250 


Unknown 


Courier Printing Co. 


15,000 


4,000 


G. W. Shewman, machinery. 


600 


None 


Seneca Plating Co. 


2,500 


None 


W. H. Sanderson, furniture 


8,000 


2,500 


C. S. Sanderson, undertaking 


7,000 


3,000 


P. H. Van Auken, law office, 


1,000 


None 


Dr. J. Cronin, 


100 


None 


T. Jennings, tailor 


lOO 


None 


School of Stenography, 


TOO 


None 


Prof. McLachlin, 


500 


Unknown 


Hattie Slauson, millinery, 


1,000 


500 


Postoffice Un 


known 


Unknown 


J. E. Medden, newstand. 


500 


None 


Maurer Bros. 


4,000 


1,000 


J. H. Crowell, meat market. 


800 


350 


PEW BLOCK. 






S. Pew, building. 


3.500 


None 


J. Allen, confectionery. 


1,000 


None 


J. Allen, household. 


500 


None 


Sutherland & Squires, saloon 


1,000 


500 


Brice & Peck, fish market 


450 


None 


C. W. Banks, plumbing. 


500 


None 


Mrs. H. M. Hadley, millinery. 


1,500 


1,000 


JOHNSON- BLOCF 






Mrs. Johnson, block. 


22,000 


10,000 


T. R. Lawrence, saloon. 


3,000 


1,000 


N. M. Jennings, millinery 


3,000 


2,000 


Owen Smyth, grocery. 


300 


None 


R. C. Wayne, bookstore 


4,500 


2,200 


N. B. Stevens, J. P. 


150 


None 


GOULD BUILDING 




Mrs. H. B. Gould, building. 


10,000 


5,000 


Nunnold Bros., clothing. 


18,000 


8,000 


N. P. B. Wells, household 


4,000 


500 


Journal Publishing Co. 


7,000 


4,000 


HOWE BUILDINC 






Dr. C. B. Howe, building, 


13,000 


5,000 


Dr. C. B. Howe, office & household, 3,000 


None 


M. Hoag, drug store. 


5.000 


5,000 


D. V. Hall, shop. 


500 


None 


David Eldridge, tools, 


50 


None 


DESKY BLOCK. 






I. Desky, block. 


20,000 


9,000 


E. M. Hemmil, saloon. 


1,500 


700 


A. Gay, agent, clothing. 


6,000 


5,000 



DANIELS BLOCK. 

Geo. O. Daniels, block, u.ooo 

P. Van Kleek, drug store 4,000 

E. Hill, grocery, 2,000 

Cross Post, G. A. R. 1,000 

Christadelphian Society, 100 

A. S. Pollard, insurance, 300 

E. Sackett, insurance, 300 
Dr. Nelson, 400 
Dr. H. M. Lowe, office, 300 
J. K. Gilmore, drug store, 6,000 
George Demorest, pension, 250 

NORCOTT BLOCK. 

Mrs. Shipp, block 5,000 

V. Howe, hats and caps 6,000 

Phillips & Hawley, hardware, 5,000 

J. M. Guion, J. P. 200 

CROWELL BLOCK. 

Mrs. E. L. Crowell, building, 9,000 

Mrs. E. L. Crowell, household, 2,500 

H. C. Blodgett, dry goods, 12,000 

MCCARTIN BUILDING. 

F. p. McCartin, building, 8,000 
F. P. McCartin, harness store 6,000 
Mrs. William Lake, furniture, 1,000 
M. Hoag, hotel and contents 30,000 

OPERA HOUSE BLOCK. 

Milton Hoag, block, 35,000 

Garnsey & Waller, hardware, 8,500 

E. W. Addison, shoe store 12,000 

Telephone office, 2,000 

Anna Curran, household, 1,300 

STATE STREET. 

Mrs. Johnson, house & B. S. shop, 3,000 

David Hudson, household, 500 

Peter George, building, 5oo 

Peter George, barber shop, 500 

Charles Forneisi, confectionery, 400 

Mrs. William Norcott, block, 5,000 

William Comber, liquor store, 2,500 

William Comber, household, 500 

A. M. Hall, cigar manufacturer, 1,500 

Chinese Laundry, 400 

William Dennison, repair shop, 50 

George Hanna, household, 1,000 

George Hanna, store and stock, 1,000 

Thomas Smith, household, 800 

D. ^I. Kellogg, livery, partial 

Daniels Estate, livery barn, 1,500 

Daniels estate, house, 1,000 

Horace Knight, two houses, 2,000 

Sanderson, bam, 600 



4,000 
2,000 
1,000 

400 
None 

100 
Unknown 

200 

None 

3,000 

50 

3.500 
3,000 
2,100 
None 

2,000 

1,600 

10,000 



5,000 

4,100 

250 

7,600 



10,000 

5,500 

5.000 

Unknown 

1,200 



2,000 

None 

Unknown 

250 

300 
3,000 

None 

250 

500 

None 

None 

300 

200 

400 

2,500 

1,000 

800 

800 

None 



Seneca Falls Library Association. — 

Through the kind offices of Hon. Charles A, Hawley 
the Seneca Falls Library Association was incorpo- 
rated in September, 1891. Suitable rooms were 
secured in the Partridge Block and the reading room 
was opened Nov. 16, 1891, with the best magazines 
and periodicals on the reading table, and these have 
always been furnished and have drawn many readers. 

The books, about 1,200 in number, were catalogued 
and put in circulation, Jan. i, 1892. It has grown 
rapidly and there are now about 5,000 volumes, the 
reference department being of especial value. It has 
changed its quarters three times; once in December, 
1893, owing to the fire which destroyed the block, 
and a second time in February, 1897, and the last 
removal in February, 1903, to the store it now 
occupies. 

It has no endowment, receives no appropriation 
from the village and is supported entirely by volun- 
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JAMES D. POLLAKD. 

tary cuuliibutiuns. The Stale jrives sfiicxj per year. 
Under the circumstances, its growth and success has 
been remarkable. I'he need of a building for the 
library is great. At some day not very far distant it 
is hoped that this great want will be supplied. With 
more spacious accommodations and shelf room, the 
value of such an institution would be increased. 

The Westcott-JevFell Co., one of the largest 
manufacturers of desk and school rulers in the world, 
had its beginning as far back as 1872, when the 
company, C. H. and F. Westcott. brothers, in associ- 
ation with their father, H. P. Westcott, began the 
manufacture of printers' supplies. The latter who 



u.is.in ingenious man, vv.i- largely respcnisiblc for llii' 
success which thecoTupanv then achieve<l. He devised 
and made special machinf'ry for luanufacturing the 
pr(Kiu<"ls fif the companv and was associated with 
the concern until i8i<o. It was then incorporated as 
Wi'slcotl liros. Co.. anil branching oul into man\ 
lines of specialties manufactured a number of useful 
articles including largelv tov blocks and games. In 
1 Sij4 the companv w.'is r('-iecor]:)oralecI by C. H. 
and F. \Veslcott aiid C. li. and M. U. .levvell. Then, 
as the business was cjuicklv e.Mended the several 
specialties were laid aside until now the product of 
the works is mainlv rulers, made in all sizes and 
liLiishes, both for the trade such as are used in ollice^. 
and for advertising purposes. \ot the smallest part 
of the business is the export trade and it also extends 
through all part." of the United States. 

The plant is one of the largest of its kind, s^i far a-, 
buildings and facilities go, in this lountrj-. There 
are three groups of structures. The picture accom- 
panying this sketch gives only one view — that from 
liayard street. There is beside^ this building, a 
structure of three stories fronting on .Spring street, 
and another of two stories fronting on Green street. 
The three groups are connected by a central structure, 
giving a total floor space of 45.000 square feet. The 
Bayard street building comprises the offices, the 
linishing, stock, shipping and storage rooms. The 
machinery and general work rooms are in the other 
buildings. Power is obtained by the use of three 
steam engines. About 75 to 100 hands are regularly 
employed. 

"The Westcott-Jewell Co. may be said to be the 
pioneers in manufacturing and marketing rulers for 
advertising purposes. This company is composed of 
men who are in high business standing, progressive 
and pushing, and in touch with approved modern 
methods. Such concerns as this, many of which 
Seneca Falls boasts of having, is what has introduced 
the place to many parts of the world. 

James D. Pollard, youngest son of the late 
Henry Pollard, was born July 22. 1840. His father 
was born at Bainbridge, Chenango C<j., X. V.. March 
10, 1805, and came to Seneca l'"alls in i8iq. On .\ug. 




Pruden, Photo. 



THE WESTCOTT-JEWKLL CO. 
(Showing only the Main Bulldiug, fronting on Bayard street.) 
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Pruden, Photo. DIVISION NO. 1. ANCIENT OllDBU HIBERNIANS. 
Edward Bj'rne, J. H. O'Brien, John Reagan, 

Financial Secretary. Treasurer. Recording Secretary. 

Bernard Connors, Michael Reagan, Michael McCarthy, 

President. Co. President Second Vice-President 



3, 1826, lie inarried -Anna Hollv, cif Wvoming Co., 
N'. Y. Henry Pollard, whose sterling qualities of 
character are interwoven with the earlv historv and 
social and commercial progress of this village, died 
suddenly Sept. 13, 1853. His son, .lames D. Pollard, 
graduated from the Seneca Falls .\cadeinv at an 
early age and became a clerk in the post office. 

He was the first secretarj' of the Seneca Falls Snv- 
ingsRank, and subsequentlv, for alicut twentv \-enrs. 



was interested in the Partridge 
B.Tnking House at that place. 

He liad very little ambition for 
the honors and emoluments of 
pulil c life, yet he was elected 
iind served :\s supervisor of the 
town, clerk of the village fourteen 
voars, a member of its board of 
e.;ucati()n and chairman of the 
lirsl board of managers of the 
Johnson Home for indigent 
females. In all these i)ositions 
his record for .-in intelligent, con- 
scientious and diligent discharge 
of dutv, is an enviable one, 

.lames D. Pollard was made a 
Mason in Pocahontas Lodge No. 
211 at Seneca Falls on June 3, 
i8f>2, and at once took a lively 
interest in Masonic matters. He 
was .Master of that lodge in the 
years iWifi, 1867 and 1876, Dis- 
trict Deputy Grand .Master in 
i856. He was also a member of 
the Masonic Veterans .Association 
of Syracuse. He was exalted to 
the degree of Royal .'\rch in 
Salem Town Chapter, No. 173, at 
Seneca Falls on Nov. 28, 1862, 
and was High Priest of that 
Chapter in the years i8f>(i, 1869, 
1870 and 1871. He was also an 
member of Central City Chapter No. 70, of 



a Select Master of the Cryptic 



honorary 
Syracuse. 

He was greeted 
Rite in Gebal Cf>uncil No. 5, at Trenton, N. J., Jan. 
16, 1S64. created a Knight Templar in Palestine 
Commandery Xo. ^ at Trenton, N. J., Sept. 6, 1864. 
and subsequently affiliated with Geneva Command- 
er\' No. 29. 

He entered the Grand Chapter in F'ebruary, 1866, 
as the representative of his Chapter, and from that 
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CHARLES S. SANDERSON. 
ROBERT S. GANOCJXG. 



JAMBS SANDERSON. 
WAR KEN M. LELAND. 



time, through all the intervening years to the last 
annual convocation, because of his nobility of char- 
acter and his rare intelligence as a Royal Craftsman, 
he %vas most cordially welcomed and highly esteemed 
by his companions. He was appointed Grand Mas- 
ter of the First Veil 1867, Grand iVIaster of the 
Second Veil 1868, served as Grand Principal 
Sojourner in 187 1 and 1872, Grand Scribe i873-'6, 
Grand King i877-'9. Deputy Grand High Priest 
i88o-'i, Grand High Priest in i882-'3, and since his 
retirement from the latter office he was annually 
appointed a member of the committee on Jurispru- 
dence. In 1876 he was commissioned representative 
of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, near New York. 
Companion Pollard was of a commanding presence, 
a most genial and friendly disposition — well 
informed, thoughtful and considerate, an able and 
convincing [speaker, always true 
to his convictions of the right, he 
had created for himself in the 
hearts of his companions an 
enduring monument of their 
implicit confidence in his integ- 
rity, and of their unbounded love 
for him as a man, a brother and 
a companion. In all these dute- 
ous services his zeal never abated, 
his eloquence never palled, and 
his abiding interest in Capitular 
Masonry never ceased. 

He was suddenly stricken with 
apoplexy on the morning of Nov. 
4, 1902. When medical aid ar- 
rived he was beyond human 
assistance, and painlessly passed 
from peaceful slumber int() 
eternal day. His remains were 
escorted by his lodge and com- 
mandery from his late residence 
to Trinity Episcopal church, of 
which he was ^^a member, where 
in the presence of his brethren 
and a large concourse of his fellow 



citizens, the church service was conducted by the 
rector, the Rev. William Bours Clarke, and he was 
Ijuried in Restvale cemetery, with the funeral 
honors of Masonry, by his lodge. He was married 
Oct. 24, 1881, to Miss Ellen O. Latham, who with 
his daughter Miss Alice E. Pollard survive him. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians. — The Order 

was organized in Seneca Falls, .\ug. 3. 1S93 and has 
a membership of 125. Its rooms are centrally located 
and its membership increasing gradually. There is 
a substantial sum in its treasury. It has paid out of 
its fund $i,goo for sick and death benefits. The 
officers of Division No. i, A. O. H., of Seneca Falls 
are: President, Bernard O'Connor; \'ice President, 
.M. J. McCarthy; Recording Secretary, John A. Rea- 
gan; Financial Secretary, Edward. P. Byrne; Treas- 
urer, John H. O'Brien; County Pre?id..nt, M. E. 
Reagan. 

James Sanderson, one of the oldest residents 
of Seneca Falls and one of the few among the early 
business men of this village who survived the passing 
away of the last century, came here with his parents 
in 1829. His father, James Sanderson, was one of 
the first undertakers in the village. He started a 
cabinet shop on Fall street where he conducted the 
business of cabinet making in conjunction with that 
of an undertaker for twenty-five years. .As was cus- 
tomary at that time he made all of the coffins and 
burial cases that his business called for in his own 
shop and largely with his own hands. In time he 
accumulated considerable property. His son James, 
the subject of this sketch, worked in his father's shop 
about ten years. He was born in New 'i'ork in 1821, 
and consequently was about eight years old when 
the family came to Seneca Falls. After working for 
his father he occupied a position at his trade in New- 
York for fourteen months, after which he was em- 
ployed for five years at McGrawville, Cortland Co., 
where he married Charlotte McGraw in 1846. In 
1856 he went into business on Fall street about where 
.Addison's shoe store is now located. In 1H66 he 
purchased the old concert hall building of Charles 
G< .Milk, who occupied the ground floor as a resi- 
dence, the upper part consisting wholly of a public 
hall. Mr. Sanderson subsequently traded the prop- 
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(Buildiui; architecturally desltrned by Robert S. Ganoung.) 
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SHOWROOM OF C. S. SANDERSONS UNDERTAKING PARLORS. 



wholly by Mr. Sander.son. The 
appurtenances to the business — 
hearses, etc., are complete and 
miiderii. Mr. Sanderson, on 
March 28, 1883, married Isabella 
Uowen, of Tyre, N. Y. He has 
been active in village affairs, 
having served two years as village 
trustee and three years on the 
board of education. He is at the 
present time president of the 
cemetery commission and is high 
in .Masonry, being a member of 
the Lodge and Chapter of Seneca 
I'alls, the Geneva Commandery 
and Damascus Shrine of Roch- 
ester. Mr. Sanderson has for 
vears been the musical director 
in the Presbyterian church in this 
village. 

His business requires the 
assistance of two good men and 
he could have obtained no better 
than those who are associated 
with him, .Mr. Robert S. Ganoung 
and Warren M. Leiand. 



erty and finally obtained the building and site on 
Fall street now occupied by the Enos & Whitney 
store. It was there that he was in trade when he 
retired from business life in i88j. For some years 
he was a member of the school board, an active 
member of the volunteer fire companies when 'the 
boys ran with the machine," and was otherwise act- 
ive and zealous in village affiairs. 

C. S. Sanderson, the leading undertaker, was 
born in Seneca Falls, Sept. 23, iS^fi, and he was 
educated at the Normal school at Whitewater, Wis., 
dividing his time between getting 
an education and teaching school 
In iSyq he returned to Seneca 
Falls, t-aching school here for a 
while and later at McGrawville 
N. Y. Then he served as super 
intendent of schools at Cortland 
N. Y., and in 1885 returned to 
Seneca Falls, going into business 
here with his brother . William 
H. Sanderson. They bought the 
furniture and undertaking busi- 
ness of their father, in the McCar- 
tin block and soon after nifived 
into the Partridge block where 
the fire of 1890 cleaned them out. 
After that the brothers separated, 
William H. taking the furniture 
business and Charles S. that of 
undertaking. The latter bought 
the left on which his place of bus- 
iness. No. 24 State street (shown 
in the accompanying cut), now 
stands, and in 1891 erected the 
very finely appointed and spacious 
building, which upon completion 
proved as completely arranged 
for undertaking as anv place of 
business in this section of the 
state. It has two stories with 
very pleasant office in the front, 
ware rooms in the rear and a 
morgue in the basement. There 
is also an ambulance service 
connected with it conducted 



Cayuga Park; Opening of the Railway. — On 
May 24, 1886, was filed a certificate of incorporation 
of "Cayuga Lake Park Co." with a capital stock of 
820,000 — 200 shares. The incorporators were George 
H. Staynor, .lohn D. Haines and Wm. J. Townsend 
and its five trustees were George H. Staynor, and 
Messrs. C. D., .\. G.. D. S. and J. D. Haines. 

On June 10, 18S6, work on the e.xtension of the 
street railway to the lake was begun in Bridge street. 

The road was opened to the park on Aug 19, i886. 
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WILLIAMS & SON, .lEWELBRS, SENECA FALLS, N. Y. (Established 1845) 
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AMOS G. KENYON. 

Amos G. Eenyoa was born in Brooklyn, Ct., 
Nov. if), i8j3. and the earlif^r part of his manhood 
was spent on his father's farm. Naturally of an active 
and progressive temperament the plodding life of 
an agriculturalist was not to his taste and so at the 
age of 21 he went to Hartford, Ct., and entered the 
hat store of his brother, R. P. Kenyon. Part of the 
time during the ensuing few years he spent as a 
salesman on the road On .Vlay lo, 1881, he married 
Miss Ella Rockwell of that city and in August, 1883. 
they located at Seneca Falls. Here he bought the 
gentleman's furnishing goods Store from Mr. Wood- 
ruff, which he conducted down to the time of his 
death and which Mrs. Ivenyon has since continued 
under the personal management ot Mr. W. J. Mackin. 
It is a fact worthy of note that as the same business 
had previously been carried on for many years by 
.Mr. Crandall Kenyon, the predecessor of Mr. Wood- 
ruff — the latter having had it but a comparatively 
short time — it may be said to have been running 



under the name of Kenvon, with this shurt break, for 
:i period of about sixtv vear;-. .Since the <leatli of 
.Amos Kenyon it has been conducted, as it was then, 
on a scale cominensurate with a progressive up-to- 
date fully equipped haberdashery. 

.Amos Kenyon v\-as a man of integritvand excellent 
business capacity. Mis death occurred Sept. 11, 
i8q9, when he was in" liis prime and cut short a 
promising career. He was full of vim and courage 
.'ind enjoyed the confidence of all. The Knights of 
I'vthias to which he belonged and in which he was 
hcmored with higli positions, greatly regretted the 
loss of so zealous a member Mrs. Kenvon lias two 
children, Jennie and .\mos Rockwell Kenvnn. 

Cayuga Bridge; Dismantling the Old Struct- 
ures. — [By Fred Teller] — It is singular that the e.xact 
date of the final abandonment i>f the old bridge 
should be an event of so much doubt. There are 
many people now living who can distinctly remem- 
ber it, but cannot fi.\ the time. If it had gone to 
pieces all at once, like the deacons one horse shay, 
there would be no trouble to establish the time at 
which it took place. The bridge was going to decay 
for several years before it was sold by the Bridge Co., 
and was used for several years after it passed out of 
their hands. The people using it after 1836 paid no 
toll and passed over it at their own risk. Mr. .Alfred 
Greenleaf informed the writer that his brother, mar- 
ried in December, i8j+, drove over the bridge a few 
da3'S later and upon returning .shortly after lie found 
that two sections had dropped from their place and 
the bridge was impassable, and he had to cross bv 
the free bridge. They were repaired and the bridge 
was used for several vears. 

Upon the sale of the effects of the Bridge Co. the 
timber in the bridge was purchased bv .Mr. Scoby of 
Union Springs. Mr. John Story of Bridgeport 
attended and remembers the sale. Mr. Scoby re- 
moved the timber as he sold it. The planking from 
the north side was sold first and removed. .\ little 
girl, a Miss Burroughs, was drowned bv falling 
through the north side, in 1836. There are a number 
of buildings yet standing in Cayuga and Union 
Springs that were built from the timbers of the 
Cayuga bridge. .A notable one was the building 
from which one of the last stage lines in the 
State started. This was a four-horse Concord 
coach that ran between Cayuga and Kings Bridge 
with a rel^y of horse; at .Aurora. The building was 




J. W. MACKFN, Manager. 
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near the landing of the ferry that succeeded the 
bridge company. The coach was last run by Capt. 
Candee. 

The timbers from the south side of the bridge were 
not removed until after 1858, as a number of persons, 
including the writer, remember driving over as late 
as the summer of that j'ear. 

State appropriation was secured by the Hon. H. M. 
Glen in 1894, for removing the spiles and cribbing. 
The amount appropriated was .§3,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Superintendent of 
Public Works. The appropriation wa^; insufficient 
and some of the spile and the cribbing yet remain in 
the lake. 



Mrs. E. M. Cox-Pralich has 

been ill businp>s in tlir srn'i-' 
SlOiC '^ll(' niiw nccupics, No. 'j2 
Fall slrrpt, over nineteen j-onr'i. 
I'lilil two yi'.irs .-if,'!! she engaged 
wholly as .1 milliner, occup)ing 
only part of the store. R.Golder, 
her father, carried on a variety 
goods business there and when ;it 
the time referred to he retired, 
Mrs. I'ralich enlarged her I usi- 
ness, taking full po^ses^ion of the 
premises and stocking u)") with 
everything in tlw line of ladies' 
wear. It is one of the largest 
stoies in town and in consequence 
of the completeness and variety 
ot goods .Mrs. Iralich handles, it 
is fa\'ored with an e.vtensive trade 
excUisi\'e!\' in the \'erv best line 
of goods. Here it is that the 
ladies are supplied with ti.e best 
including tailor made suits, 
ordered by measurement from 
French tailors in Xew York and 
guaranteed perfect fit. Mrs. Fralich has had an ex- 
perience of 25 years as milliner and is regarded as 
competent and up-to-date. 

Great Lakes, Area — Superior, 360 miles long: 
32,000 square miles. Barkal, 370 hmg; 17,750 sq. m. 
Michigan, 340; 22,400. Great Slave, 300; 8,000. 
Winnipeg, 264; 8,500. Huron, 250; 21,000. Erie, 240; 
9,600. Athabasca, 230; 4,600. Ontario, 190; 6,300. 
Nicaraugua, no; 2,830. Maracaibo, 100: 7,500. 
Great Bear, 150; 14,000: Ladoga, 120; 6,804. 
Champlain, 126, 1,500. Lake of the Woods. 
85; 7,650. Great Salt Lake, 90; 2,290. Constance, 
44; 200. Geneva, 531X490. George,'^ 36; no. 
Cayuga, 38; 104. Utah, 24; 130. 
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Rumsejr & Co., Limited. — I'lip history of 
Rumsey & Co., I.iiniled, is tlie history of the iron 
pump business of the worhl. l-'ountled bv John A. 
Rumsey, .-i pioneer in th ■ m;inufactiire of iron pumps, 
the factory w.is started at the eastern end of the vil- 
lage on the Seneca canal, employing at the begin- 
ning less than forty ni5n, Th» firm consisted of 



romnierce, and always empU)ying the best mechani- 
cal skill, the company has originated and placed on 
the market a greater variety of pumps than all the 
other manufacturers combined, and although their 
styles have been copied largely by some forty odd 
American, and many foreign manufacturers, the 
name of "Rumsey" has always been pre-eminent, and 




PART OF THE PRODUCTS M.\XUFACTURED BY KU.MSEY &■ CO., LIMITED. 



John A. Rumsey, Moses Rumsey and Warren ,1. 
Chatham. The growth of the industry was phenom- 
enal, and to the original plant was added building 
after building to supply the rapidly increasing busi- 
ness, each being equipped with the best m.Hchinory 
obtainable at that time for the production of the 
goods. Ever alert to meet the growing demands of 



the trade throughout the world knows that that 
naine on a pump is a guarantee c/f its excellence. 

In addition to hand pumps of which the company 
[nanufacture over one thousand dilTerent styles and 
kinds for every conceivable purpose, they make a full 
line of Power pumps. Centrifugal, Rotary, Double 
-A.cting and Triple.'c, both belt and electric driven. 
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and were the first makers of Triplex pumps in tliis 
country. This department alone of their business 
has grown so rapidly that they have recently erected 
a large new building to be devoted solely to that 
work, and it is now being equipped with travelling 
cranes and the heaviest and most improved machin- 
ery. One machine alone, the largest ever brought to 
Seneca Falls, weighs nearly thirty tons and is used 
for boring and machining the frames of heavy pres- 
sure and water works pumps. Their line of Triplex 
pumps ranges from one and one-half gallons per 
minute to over fifteen hundred gallons per nnnute, 
and in pressures from one hundred pounds per 
square inch to eight thousand pounds per square 
inch, or sufficient to raise a column of water to a 
height of three and one-half miles. 

The original partnership of Rumsey & Co. was 
succeeded in 1875 by the present organization of 
Rumsey & Co., Limited, its founder John A. Rumsey 
being the president and sole owner until his death in 
1888. The company own all the land extending for 
nearly a half a mile along what is known as the 
lower level, from which their power is obtained. 
They have three turbine wheels giving a combined 
capacity of two hundred and fifty horse power, the 
best and most reliable water power in the village. 
The buildings large and attractive in appearance 
cover more then two acres and have a combined floor 
area of three hundred thousand square feet. The 
foundry an important part in a- plant of this kind, 
has been equipped in the past few years with the 
most modern molding machinery, operated by com- 
pressed air and all the smaller work through the fac- 
tory is handled by compressed air travelling hoists. 

The export trade of Rumsey & Co., Limited, is pro- 
bably larger than that of any other factory of its 
kind in the world. A visitor to their export depart- 
ment will find goods being packed for shipment to 
all quarters of the globe and it is a fact that there is 
not a civilized country in the world where Rumsey 
pumps are not well known and regularly sold. The 
company give employment to several hundred of the 
most skilled mechanics and their tool equipment is 
the finest and most modern money can purchase. 
The present officers of the company are Henry R. 
.Micks president, Mrs. Anna Rumsey vice president, 
15. A. Wessell treasurer, and L. Rumsey Sanford, 
secretary. 

A pleasant incident at the recent annual meeting of 
Rumsey & Co., Limited, was the presence of .Mrs. Rum- 
sey, widow of the founder of the company. .Although 
over eighty years of age she was able to participate 
in the business meeting and to be especially impres- 
sed and pleased with the continued growth and 
prosperity of the company. 

Fires of Years Past: From the Diary of an Old 
Fireman; Old Engine Houses; Burial of Fore- 
man Goetchus; Hose Cart Used for a Hearse. 
From recollection and data in a diary kept by 
Henry Churchill, a prominent and active fireman for 
42 years, his daughter and son, Laura and James, 
furnished the following: In 1852 Henry Churchill, a 
mouId>r with Downs & Co., became a member of 
Seneca Chief Co. No. j, whose quarters were in' the 
blacksmith shop on Bridge street, which disbanded 
in 1862. Wm. Goetchus, the foreman, was drowned 
in the raceway near the Lewis shops and his remains 
were taken to the grave on the hose cart draped for 
the occasion. Henry Churchill was next a member 
of Rescue Engine Co. Xo. 3, house on Cayuga street, 
(south of the Daniels estate and within a few months 
past torn down), and in 1863 became foreman. Then 
a new brick house was built on Bavard street which 



was burned in iSSo. The company moved in with 
the old Button hand engine which was loplaced in 
July, 186S, by ;\ Silsby engine. No. i company had 
a steamer as early as iSbo. The old engine was 
stored in a barn ;ind afterwards u.sed by Red Rovers 
and later by the Gleason Patrols. 

In 1869 the paid Fire department was organized. 
.\Ir. Churchill for many years was fire warden, 
going about through the shops and village generally, 
looking for dangerous fire traps. The fire in 1853 
burned a clock factory, cotton mill, sash and blind 
factorv. The heat was so fierce firemen jumped into 
the racewav. Sp.arks spreading about town set 
small fires that were quickly extinguished. 

The first big fire on Fall street, burning the south 
side, was Dec. 16, i8jq, beginning at the Skidmore 
building, where the Seneca house now stands, and 
sweeping through to the Seeley shoe store, about 
where Crowell's market is. .Vbout i860 or '61 the 
old stone shop, Ovid and Green streets, was burned, 
the ruins standing for a number of years. 

On Jan. 16, 1869, the Hoskins block, at Fall and 
Cayuga streets, and the building east, a hardware 
store occupied bv Mr. Pontius, burned— ^a hot fire, 
difficult to fight. The weather was intensely cold 
and the hose burst or was cut, covering the firemen 
with water that froze upon them. 

Rescue Co. Xo. 3 on the night of July 3, 1868, the 
same day they received the new steamer, were called 
to the old red mills fire, and for the next ten weeks 
there was a fire every Saturday night, one of them 
being the old fourth ward school house. 

In 1870 came the fire of the machine shops of the 
Goulds Manufacturing Co., which threw many men 
out of employment. The Johnson coal and lumber 
yards on Bayard street caught fire, Jan. 6, 1873. No. 
3's steamer worked from 9 o'clock in the evening 
until II a. m. the next day. 

On .May i, 1873, three old wooden landmarks 
which stood about on the present site of the Miller 
block, and an old barn occupied by Plattner, the 
hackraan, were burned. On March 2, 1873, the old 
.\merican hotel, northwest corner of Ovid and Bayard 
streets, was burned. It was a brick structure built 
about the time of the Cuddeback block across the 
street, and was once the "best" hotel in town. On 
Jan. 3, 1880, the old "Crystal Palace" on Bayard 
street was burned. Four or five families lived there, 
including a character called "the fortune teller." It 
was rebuilt and used as a repair shop by Mr. Cross 
and was again burned down. .\o. 3's engine house 
and barn, together with the jail on Bayard street 
were burned Xov. 28, 18S0. The present engine 
house was built as soon as possible. 

The fire of July 30, i8qo. the most destructive (an 
account is published on page 123) burned with such 
force and rapidity that the firemen had no chance. 
When the flames leaped across Fall street the firemen 
barely escaped, leaving behind 300 feet of hose which 
was destroyed. -At 7:13 in the morning the fire was 
under control but the firemen worked all that day 
and the following night and most of the next dav 
on the smouldering ruins. Chief Jewhurst of .Auburn 
sent a quantity of hose which he gave to the village. 
The Partridge block was rebuilt very soon after and 
was again burned, in the winter of 1893. The Shel- 
don block, left standing by the fire of 1890, was 
burned July 11 or 12. 1894. 

First Meeting House- On Sept. 17, 1817, a 
small, unpretentious buildmg on the site of the Pres- 
byterian church Cayuga street was dedicated to the 
"worship of the Triune God." Rev. Stephen Porter 
of Ovid preached the sermon and Rev. Moses Young 
of Romulus offered the prayer. 
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Knights of Columbus. — 'I'liis onlc^i- is a socirtv 
i>t Catholics fdinided about jo years ago and lias a 
membersliip of u|)\var<ls of ioo,o<». Seneca h'alls 
Cuiincil. Xo. J22, was instituted Mav >), 1897, by 
Kochesti-r Council, \o. 178, It has thrived from the 
start ha\ ing a large membership with large, com- 
modious and well appointed quarters, is entirely free 
from debt and has a substantial bank account. Its 
membership is composed of representative citizens 
who have done much to further the interests of the 
order throughout the state. 

Presidents of Seneca Falls. — Senter .\1. Gid- 
dings 1838: Sheldon Wood 1839; M. B. Bellows 1840, 

44: Edward S. Latham 1841; Whiting Race 1842,48; 
Wm. .-Xrnett 1843, '59; IClisha Foote 1845; John 
Maynard i84f); J. K. Brown 1847; Silas Iveeler 1849; 
John S. Clark 1S30; Edward Mynderse i8ji; Samuel 

D. Tillman 1852; Ebenezer Ingalls 1833; Carlton W, 
Seely 1854; .Martin L. Bellows 1855; Elijah F. 
Thomas 1836; John P. Cowing 1857; Jacob Shoe- 
maker 183S; Geo. W. Davis i86o-'i; Le Roy C. Part- 
ridge i862-'3; Wm. Beary i864-'7; Hiram Burt 



MARCH 24, 1804. 

Under date of February 11, 1904, Oiedrich Willers 
writes the Editor of this Souvenir that he has learned 
olliciallv from .Vlbany that the date of the organiz- 
ation of Seneca County is March 24, 1804, instead of 
.March 29, which is the date heretofore generally 
given — an error which appears in this work in the 
following articles: Boundary Changes, page 16: 
Genealogy, page i^; Seneca County Centennial, 
page 32; Towns of Seneca County, page 64. 

Old Academy: Public Exhibitions; Distin- 
guished .Men who were Students. 

Writing of school exhibitions in the old academy 
Miss Anna E. Henion says: — "They were held in the 
old Presbyter an church. The students taking part 
were seated on a platform in front of the pulpit, 
while the brass band held forth in the gallery. It 
was a time of wild enjoyment. An interesting one 
was held in Union Hall in 1859, under the direction 
of J. Marshall Guion. There were essays by young 




Pruden, Photo. SENECA FALLS COUNCIL, NO. 2Z2, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS. 

Middle How (from left to right)— Charles S. Fegley, Becordiag: Secretary; John H. O'Brien, Grand Knight; 
Edward S. Gurry, District Deputy; Joseph P. Casey, Deputy Grand Knight; James G. McKeon, Financial 
Secretary; Thomas J. Clary, Past Grand Knight. Lower Row— Patrick J. Rvan, Trustee; Frank J. Durnin, 
Warden; Thomas McGovern, Trustee. Top Row— William Flanagan, Lecturer; James Fay, Treasurer- 
Charles S McBride, Chancellor; Ambrose Casey, Trustee; Wm. S. Casey, Organist. 



i868-'i): George B. Daniels 1870-'!; Pryce W. Bailey 
i872-'3. i896-'7. [In i8g0 the regular election re- 
sulted in a tie between P. W. Bailey and John Kaiser, 
necessitating a special election at which the former 
was elected.] Henry Stowell i874-'j: Delancev E. 
Partridge i87t-'7; Wm. H. Pollard 1878- '81; Henry 
T. Xoves i882-'3: Cornelius S. Hood i884-'5, George 
Shand'ley i886-'7; Wm. \'. Rensselaer i888-'9; 
Eugene .A. Rumsey i8go-'i: John F. Crosby i8g2-'3; 
J. T. Yawger i894-'5; Wm. .M. FoUett 1898- 1901; J. 
Spencer Purdy 1902. [Dr. Purdy was twice elected 
that year. Jan. 14 and March 18, making him the last 
president under the special charter for Seneca Falls 
and the hrst president under the general charter for 
villages which was adopted at the January election, 
and giving him two terms aggregating fourteen 
months.] Fred Isenman 1903. 

The First Clerk of Seneca county was Dr. Silas 
Halsey, who served from April 2, 1804 the date of his 
appointment (with the interval of one year) to some 
time in 1819. 



ladies and gentleman, an address by,Wm. H. Bogart 
of Aurora, music and a collation. The first com- 
mencement proper was during the administration of 
Mr. I'"ancher and diplomas were given to six gradu- 
ates, four girls and two boys.' 

Of the students in the old academy Miss Henion 
mentions such distinguished men of recent years as 
"Rear Admiral .A. S. Crowninshield who went from 
the academy to .Annapolis: Lieut. Com. Henry B. 
Seely; Edward Zalinski of dynamite gun fame; Hon. 
Diedrich Willers, formerly secretary of state of New 
York; Wilhelmus Mynderse a lawyer of note in New 
York city; Hon. Frederick S. Gibbs of New York, 
who has done so much to elevate artistic taste 
among our students by giving them fine pictures to 
look at, and several successful ministers. In our own 
town today several of the merchants, lawyers, editors, 
business men, manufacturers and five of the medical 
fraternity were educated at our academy." 
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WM. J. JOHNSON. 



C. J. JOHNSON. 



William Johnson was best known to a large 
circle of acquaintances throughout the state as a 
prominent member of the state senate in the early 
seventies, an eminent statesman who was conspicu- 
ous in public affairs of that time, and as a war demo- 
crat a valued supporter of the Union cause when the 
states were threatened with disruption. Of English 
descent, the son of David and Olive S. Johnson, he 
was born in Williamstown, Berkshire county, Mass., 
Dec. 8, 1821. During his childhood his parents 
located at Frankfort, Herkimer Co., N. Y. There 
his father died while the subject of our sketch was a' 



small boy, leaving a family with inadequate means 
of support, and the boy William thrown on his own 
resources. By pluck and perseverance he made his 
own way to a high position, .'^t 14 years of age he 
entered upon the study of mechanics and before he 
had obtained his majority he had become engaged as 
a contractor on public works, which when he was 25 
years old, brought him to Seneca Falls. 

In 18S3 he married Angeline, the daughter of Jacob 
P. Chamberlain, by whom there were born five sons. 
During the years of 1849 and 1856 inclusive, he was 
a large contractor on the canals and railroads of the 
state. Then he entered into the manufacture of 
woolen goods in Seneca Falls, in which he was 
engaged when in i860 he was elected member of the 
state assembly. A democrat in politics, he was able 
and vigorous in upholding the best doctrines of his 
party and was a strong supporter of the Union cause. 

At the outbreak of the rebellion in 1861 Gov. Mor- 
gan appointed him representative of Seneca county 
on the war committee and commissioned him to raise 
troops and supplies in this section with headquarters 
at Geneva, N. V. In a remarkably short time he had 
established the recruiting camp, known as Camp 
Swift and with wonderful push and promptness had 
mustered in and started for the seat of war in six- 
teen days a regiment with the full complement of 
1200 men, the 148th regiment. He was not the man 
to say go. Selected as colonel of the regiment he 
led the men to the front and for a year and a half, 
until poor health compelled him to resign, he was 
their commander. Returning home, he was not 
idle, for during the remainder of the war he gave to 
the cause of perpetuity of federal government, both 
his personal influence and means. 

In the fall of 1871 he was elected by the democrats 
to represent the 26th senatorial district (Ontario. 
Seneca and Yates counties) in the state legislature. 
In a large district which was normally republican by 
1000 majority his brilliant services for his countrv 
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C. M. BILLS. 

gave him a majority of 1500. In the state senate he 
was chairman of the Tweed investigating committee, 
and so vigorous was he in prosecuting the inquiry 
that the committee brought out a full report of one of 
the greatest public scandals of the time. Col. John- 
son was re-elected and served the second term with 
equal brilliancv and abilitv. 

For several years he was engaged in active busi- 
ness in .\e«- York as well as at home. He was 
generally a promoter of public utilities in Seneca 
Falls and was highlv esteemed for his many per- 
sonal qualities. He was possessed of a kind and 
generous nature, a warm social disposition and a 
frankness that made him a large circle of close per- 



-.onal friends. He was eminently succe.ssful in his 
\tntures which was largc^ly owing to his breadth of 
intellect, indefatigable zeal and rare devotion to his 
projects. 

His death which occurred Oct. 11. 1S73, was com- 
paratively sudden. Returning from New York, he 
was taken ill at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and died 
at 3 o'clock the next morning. 

Charles Chamberlain Johnson, the only sur- 
viving son of Col. William and .Angeline Chamber- 
lain .lohnson, was born in New York city, then the 
home of Col. Johnson. In the early seventies he 
became a resident of Seneca Falls and has since lived 
here, in the handsome family residence on Cayuga 
street. .Mr. Johnson, who is a practicing lawyer, is a 
graduate of Mynderse Academy, class of 1888, and 
Cornell University, class of 1892, and he has taken a 
post graduate course in law at the Columbia College 
Law Sch<5ol, New York city. Mr. John.son is active 
in public affairs. In i8go-'6 he was owner and 
manager of the Johnson Opera House. He was 
admitted to the bar in June, 1892, and served as dis- 
trict attorney of Seneca county in iSgG-'g. 

He is a member of the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion, of the Masonic Order, the Sons of Veterans, 
the .Maccabees, the college fraternity Alpha Delta Phi, 
the Alpha Delta Phi Club of New York City and 
other clubs and societies. 

The B.oa,g House which under the present man- 
agement stands today on a level with the best 
appointed and most ably conducted of hotels, is com- 
paratively a new house, built in 1895, and possessing 
all modern improvements. Trolley connections 
between Geneva, 'Waterloo and Seneca Falls 
makes it an easy matter to get between the three 
towns on half-hourly cars, and the result is that the 
Hoag has been largely favored with the transient 
trade, catering as it does exclusively to that class, 
and is generally made the headquarters for travelling 
men having business in those three towns. Mr. C. 
.M. Bills, the proprietor, is a New York man and 




THE HOAG HOUSE. 
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JOHN O'BRIEN. 

upon taking possession of the house .-Vug. i, 1903, he 
introduced those features throughout which people 
who like to li\e well appreciate. 

The building, an imposing structure of brick with 
stone trimmings and entrances on two streets, is 
finished throughout in oak graining, the main floor 
being laid with tile. The office, lobbies, vestibule.s, 
writing room and barber shop are lighted with plate 
glass windows. There are fifty rooms in the house 
and a seating capacity of a hundred in the dining 
room. The furnishings as well as the finishings, are 
up- to date. 

Mr. Bills has the faculty and good sense to keep a 



competent office staff and the best help tliroughout 
the house. Mr. W. U. Harper is the bookkeeper and 
-Mr. R. A. Schindel the clerk. The barber shop is in 
the hands of good workmen. The chef is up to the 
latest in the cuisine and the dining room attendance 
could not be improved. Those who have visited the 
house will not consider the above statements exag- 
erated and Seneca Falls which in the beginning 
contributed so liberally to secure the erection of a 
first class hotel building has not been disappointed 
in getting the man who was needed to make the 
house what the travelling public wanted. 

John O'Brien, one of the largest coal dealers in 
Seneca county, was born in .Marcellus, Oct. 15, 1858, 
and attended school until 19 years of age, finally 
being graduated at old Xo. 3 school, class of '77, 
Geddes, to which place his parents moved in 1869. 
Engaging in the produce business with his brother 
.^delbert, Mr. O'Brien made his home in Lyons, N. Y., 
three years. Then, in 1880, he accepted the posi- 
tion of buyer of raw material for the Penfield, N. Y., 
paper mills, conducted by his brother-in-law, D. T. 
Lawless, afterwards learning the trade of paper 
maker and taking the foremanship of the mills. 
During the same time, i883-"6, he was a partner in 
the hotel business at Penfield with his brother. On 
June 16. 1886, he married Catherine, the daughter of 
Michael Gilmore of Seneca Falls and in the spring of 
1887 they moved to this village, where for four years 
.Mr. O'Brien, whose health required out-door exer- 
ci.se, delivered groceries for C. L. Storv. On the 
recommendation of the bank which recognized his 
careful business methods, he was five successive times 
appointed collector of town and village taxes. 

In 1891 -Mr. O'Brien leased the small coal yard of 
P. H. Burns on Oak street where he carried on the 
business three years. Then, enjoying a large trade 
which he had drawn to him, he leased the large 
yards of the Gould Manufacturing Co. at Lock and 
Canal Streets. This gave him facilities for expanding 
the business considerably. On Aug. 2, 1896, the 
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From a drawing bj' Fred Teller. 

THE OLD TOLL GATR AND BRIDGE CROSSING CAYUGA LAKE. 
[See History of Bridtre, page 28; also "Toll Gate House" page 142.] 



buildings, standing nn the bank of the canal, col- 
lapsed and emptied 500 tons of coal into the water, 
filling up a part of the short level at that point. By 
rigging up derricks and perforated buckets he saved 
the coal, a thoroughly washed lot of coal which 
everybody wanted. Then he purchased the properts 
and built elevated yards with the capacity of 2500 
tons, accessible both by water and rail. Here he 
handles both the Lehigh Valley and the Philadelphia 
& Reading coal. 

.Mr. O'Brien is an active member of several local 
orders — the district deputy in the Catholic Mutual 
Benefit association, the grand knight in the Seneca 
Falls Council, Knights of Columbus and the trea- 



south from the 
1-2 1 (inclusive) - 
reservation Ivinf 



surer of the Seneca Fall> 
Division, .^ncient Order of 
Hibernians, beingacharter 
member of the two latter 
organizations. 

Seneca Falls; Ho-v 
the Town was Erected and 
What it Comprises — [By 
Diedrich Willers] — The 
town of Seneca Falls, while 
the most populas town in 
Seneca county has, with a 
single exception, the small- 
est territorial area and 
acreage. It comprises lots 
71-76 (inclusive), lots 83-86 
(inclusive) and lots gg and 
100 of the Military Town- 
ship of Junius — twelve lots, 
640 acres each, aggregat- 
ing 7,680 acres, on the 
north side of Seneca river. 
On the south side of the 
river it comprises 7,564 
acres, viz: Lots 6-9 (in- 
clusive) — 2,560 acres — of 
(he Military Township of 
Romulus lying west of the 
reservation road running 
village of Seneca Falls, and lots 
3,004 acres — in the West Cayuga 
east of the reservation road. The 



acreage for both sides of the river is 15,244 acres. 

When the question of the division of the town of 
Fayette (old Washington) was submitted to the town 
meeting of that town in 1802, a committee of five 
citizens was appointed to petition the legislature for 
a division by the waters of the Seneca outlet (river). 
This committee consisted of .lames McClung, Wil- 
helmus .Mynderse, .losiah Crane, David .Southwick 
and .^masa Sherman, all of whom, with the excep- 
tion of McClung. resided north of Seneca ri\'er. 

The legislature of 1803 in dividing the town of 
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D. M. KELLOGG. 

Fayette and erecting the town of Junius, look 7,564 
acres from Fayette south of the Seneca river and 
added the same to the entire area of the .Military 
township of Junius, and other lands north of the 
Seneca river, in erecting the ne\v town of Junius 
which then extended north to Lake Ontario. 

Evidently the whole matter was skillfully man- 
aged in the selection at town meeting of the com- 
mittee on legislation division, and the master hand 
of Col. Mynderse and his associates of the Bayard 
Land Co. in securing this division is plainly manifes'. 
For several years the town of Fayette endeavored to 
recover the 7,564 acres, but always failed. 



Dwig'ht M.Kellogg was born in the town of 
.\Ionivia. Cayuga Co., X. V.. Jan. i8, 1852, hi'^ 
father. O.ivid \V. Kellof^g, b^ing a native of Lock, in 
the saint' county. Mr. Kellogg, after reaching 21 
years of age, started in the livery business at Moravia 
whicli he conducted successfullv for a vear, then 
moved to Port Byron, N. V., engaging in buying and 
selling horses in ccmnectinn with a livery. In the 
spring of 1885 he opened a livery in stables standing 
on the present site of Charles S. Sanderson's building 
where he was burned cjut in the big fire of i8go. The 
next four years he occupied the old Hoag house 
stable which was not burned with the hotel. 'I'hen 
he purchased the old building and the vacant prop- 
erty extending front and rear to State and M\-nderse 
streets, together with the three story brick stable of 
.\. C. Gibbs on the north which had been an old 
livery stand for a half century. Then he erected his 
present imposing brick stable connected with the old 
buildings and a new structure extending toward 
Mynderse street. It is a very line edifice without 
any superior for its purpose in Central New York, 
forty feet from ground to roof and surmounted with 
a ventilating tower. The new and the Gibbs build- 
ings together have a front of 85 feet and the greatest 
depth is 175 feet. They are lighted with electricity 
and modern in all respects. Here can be regularlv 
accommodated 100 horses, although double the num- 
ber have been cared for. The office is finely finished 
and there is also a ladies' waiting room. Ever\' con- 
venience for a hitching stable is provided. The 
floors are connected by an elevator and above are 
provided public storage rooms. The important part 
of -Mr. Kellogg's busiriess is buying and selling fancv 
horses; and he also deals in hay and straw. In all 
respects he keeps pace with the times in livery equip- 
ments. Mr. Kellogg is a member of the Masonic 
order. On March 22, 1877, he married Miss Ida G. 
Mattoon of Moravia. X. Y. Bert R. Kellogg, their 
son, is connected with the management of the 
business. 
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CAPT. OREN TYLER. 

George F. Clark, the stationer and book dealer, 
N'o. 137 Fall street, came to Seneca Falls, April i, 
1903, after a service of 25 years with the Lehigh \'al- 
ley railroad. The business, which he purchased of 
Charles H. Knight, has been running several years. 
Mr. Clark has greatly increased his trade by close 
attention to the wants of his patrons. His business 
comprises not onlv everything in the line of books, 
school and stationers' supplies, but patent medicines 
at cut rates. 

Capt. Oren Tyler. — Comfort and Job Tyler, 
two of seven sons of Puritan and Revolutionary 
stock, were born in .\shford. Conn., and shortly after 
the close of the war for independence emigrated to 



the then New York wilderness, .lob Tyler first set- 
tled in liridgewater, Oneida Co., where Oren Tyler, 
the subject of this sketch, was born on the 21st day 
of .August. 1795. He afterwards with Ills family 
moved to Onondaga Valley, where Oren Tyler in 
cirlv manhood started in business for himself. .\n 
anecdote of him is apropos here. Having but a 
small capital he went to New '\'ork to purchase a 
stock of goods. Unknown in that city, he fmally 
selected a merchant whom he thought was the right 
man for his purpose, as the event proved. To this 
total stranger he made known his wishes. The old 
merchant eyed him sharply, then said: "Young man, 
what is your way of doing business?" Quickly came 
the reply, "1 would rather cry over my goods than 
crv after them. Would rather have them left 
over than to mourn their loss on credit." "You can 
hiive all the credit you wish." He suc( eeded in busi- 
ness, but caring more for agriculture than merchan- 
dise, he moved to the town of Seneca Falls in 1835, 
attracted by the fame of the rich soil of that section, 
which was peculiarly adapted for raising wheat, 
where he purchased the Soule farm on Cayuga 
lake, about one mile north of the celebrated 
bridge of that name. This bridge, over a mile long. 
Comfort Tyler, his uncle, a noted engineer and 
soldier, had much to do with in the surveys, and in 
its construction. The farm was a fertile one which 
under Captain Tvler's management produced boun- 
tifully. 

As his family increased and grew up he realized 
the necessity of obtaining better educational advan- 
tages, and purchased the Goodwin farm in the village 
of Seneca Falls, about the year 1844. There he 
lived until his death. 

He was contemporaneous and personally associ- 
ated with the prominent men of Onondaga, Cayuga 
and Seneca counties, among his friends being Gov. 
.Seward, Thurlow Weed, Dean Richmond, Judge 
Sackett and many others. In politics he was a zeal- 
ous Whig until that party was merged into the 
Republican, he remaining true to his convictions to 
the end. Feeling his responsibilitv as a citizen, he 
counted it a privilege to vote, being often the first 
(me at the polls. In the heated campaign of i860 he 
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HENKY P. WESTCOTT. 

triok an active and aggressive part, and on the day 
of elertion was constantly at the polls. In one hand 
he held the Republican ballots, and in the other the 
Democratic. As the voters came up he said to them, 
"Here is the ticket of God and the right, and here 
the devil and the wrong; make your choice." He 
was elected captain of a militia companv in his 
vounger days, and his patric'iism never flagged. 
When the great war of the rebellion broke out, re- 
gretting he was too old to shoulder the musket in 
defense of his country, he did all he could for the 
Union cause, and was represented in the Union forces 
by two sons, two sons-in-law and nephews. Modestly 
retiring, he never sought office, and declined many 
positions of trust offered to him. Cautious in the 
extreme, he hever accumulated wealth, but had a 
sufficiency for his large and growing family, giving, 
them everv facilitv in his power for their advance- 
ment in knowledge and social standing. Honest, 
upright, courageous, respected by kins'olk and 
friends, he commanded .the esieein of the old, and 
attracting the young, his house and gr.)unds became 



the rendezvous for children from far and near, whose 
sports he watched with keen interest. Fond of music, 
he played the flute, entertaining many a friend with 
old time melodies. Singing was his delight and his 
voice was heard manv years in the choir of the 
Presbvterian church, he standing side by side with 
.Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Gould and -Mrs. C. L. Hoskins. 

He was a true disciple of Isaak Walton and often 
in the gloaming, for recreation after a hard day s 
work, this "lone fisherman" could be found on the 
bank of the river, rod in hand. Rarely he returned 
home without a "catch." 

While in Onondaga he became interested in and 
had friendly dealings with the Indians of the Onon- 
daga tribe who were then quite numerous. He «as 
adopted by them and spoke their language fluently. 
When parties of them roamed the country, being 
provided with free transportation, they often passed 
through Seneca Falls selling bead work and baskets. 
Frequently stopping, as suited theii: convenience, 
they sought out their "brother," as they called Capt. 
fvler. who always befriended them. Asher Tyler, 
his brother, and himself educated the Indian, La 
Porte by name, at Geneva College. Asher Tyler was 
also at one time a resident of Seneca Falls, moving 
from there to Cattaraugus county. He was elected 
Member of Congress from that district. He was 
commissioner with the Hon. A. Diven in obtaining 
land titles for the Erie railroad and knew every foot 
of the land surveyed from start to linish. 

Captain Tyler v. as three times married, his Mrst 
wife being Huldah W. Marsh, to whom two ihildreii 
were born, Edwin Job, who attained the rank of cap- 
tain in the late civil war and was distinguished for 
bravery, and Ellen. His second wife was Elizabeth 
Longstreet, granddaughter of Comfort Tyler, wlio 
left one child, Celia Uoborah. His third wife was 
Nancy Bliss, of Hartford, Conn., to whom six chil- 
dren were born, Darwin. Caroline Bliss, Charlotte. 
.Mary Elizabeth, Seneca, who served thre.- years in 
the war. and Welthea Rutler. Capt. Tyler died the 
13th of January, 1873, in his Soth year. .A pioneer 
of known ability, a faithful citizen, a strong charac- 
ter, he left behind him a memory and an example 
worthy of emulation. 

Roy W. Ya'wger, owner fif the large lumber 
and coal business located at the foot of Water street, 
was horn in Union Springs, X. Y., Oct. i, 187(1. 
When he was two years old his parents moved to a 
farm in Seneca county, which was his home until he 
was twelve vears old. when thev moved into the vil- 
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ALBERT COOK. 

lage of Seneca Kails. While on the farm he worked 
sumiTiers and attended school winters. Faithful to 
his studies while at school in the village, he was 
graduated the president and valedictorian of the class 
of '95 in Mynderse Academy. Then he went to 
Hamilton College, where he was graduated with the 
class of '99 with the degree of A. B. He was a mem- 
ber of the Psi Upsilon Fraternity. The next year 
and a half he was clerk in a bank in Seattle, Wash. 
On account of ill health he shipped on board a sail- 
ing vessel to the Hawaiian Islands and from there to 
SanJFrancisco, returning to Seneca Falls via Mexico 
and New Orleans. In March, iqoi, at the age of 
24, he purchased the old Latham & Osborne coal 
business, which he has conducted in a manner that 
has largely increased the trade and has given it a 
good standing among the business enterprises of the 
village. 

Henry P. Westcott. — Among the earliest man- 
ufacturers of Seneca Falls none was more progressive 
than the subject oE this sketch, Henry P. VVestcott. 
.Mr. Westcott was born in Newport, R. L, in 18081 
where he learned the sash and blind makers' trade 
and later started in business for himself in 
Truxton, N. Y., from which place he removed 
to Seneca Fails in 1847. Here, in company 
with his brother, Edwin J. Westcott, and 
Hiram Miller, both of Philadelphia, he 
engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors 
and blinds on an extensive scale. "^I'he old 
cotton factory, a five-story building, standing 
on the site of the present Glea.son .Mills, was 
occupied for the business and was fitted up 
with machinery invented and made by Mr. 
Westcott. .Mmost the entire product of the 
factory was shipped in Inilk to Philadelphia 
where it found a ready n arket. Previous to 
this time these goods had been made entirely 
by hand and to him the industrial world is 
indebted tor many improvements in machinery 
in general use today. The factory was de- 
stroyed in the fire of 1833, but was soon re- 
built and the business continued under the 
firm name of Westcott, Downs & Gould. Re- 
tiring from the partnership a few years later 
he erected the original brick building, now a 



part of the Rumsey & Co. works, in which were pro- 
duced the first Venetian blinds made by machinery, 
which he invented and put into successful operation. 
The business was airried on here until the breaking 
out of the civil war when, owing to the greatly ad- 
vanced cost of materials used, it was found impossible 
to continue it profitably. 

With H. C. Silsby he next embarked in the manu- 
facture of an improved churn and butter pail on 
which he had secured patents, in a well equipped 
factory built for the purpose on the site of the old 
fork factory east of the present marble works. On 
the removal of the business to Belmont, N. Y., in 
1868, he sold his interest and in 1872, in company 
with his sons, Charles H. and Frank Westcott, he 
established the firm of Westcott Brothers, manufac- 
turing a variety of wood specialties. 

Here, too, his experience and inventive genius were 
invaluable in making successful the business which is 
still carried on by the incorporated Westcott- jewel I 
Company. 

His death, which occurred on Oct. 29, i8g6, at the 
ripe age of 88 years, closed a life of earnest, intelli- 
gent work and upright citizenship. 

Albert Cook was born in Cortland county in 
1823. He came to Seneca Falls while quite a young 
man and entered the employ of the late Erastus 
Partridge, who was then engaged in the mercantile 
trade. It was here that he acquired a knowledge of 
the business and business methods which served him 
so successfully in after life. In 1847 he was married 
to Caroline, eldest daughter of Mr. Partridge, after 
which he engaged in trade at Wolcott, Wayne Co., 
where he remained until the close of the war, when 
he disposed of his business and removed to Lockport, 
where he again took up and continued the mercantile 
business. In .August, 1873, after the death of .Mr. 
Partridge, he returned to this village and became 
vice president of the First National Bank of Seneca 
Falls. On January 14, 1876, he was elected president 
of the bank to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Le Roy C. Partridge. Upon Mr. Cook as 
executor and trustee mainU' devolved the responsi- 
bility of the care and settlement of the estate of 
Erastus Partridge, which was the largest estate ever 
administered or settled in Seneca county. In the 
discharge of this duty he exhibited the same caution 
and tact and honesty of purpose that characterized 
him in his business as a painstaking and successful 
merchant. He was conservative in his views and 
diligent and faithful in the performance of every 
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trust. The First National Bank of which Mr. Cook- 
was president, closed in November, 1880, and the 
hanking business was continued by him as e.xecutor, 
under the name of the Partridge BankingJHouse. 
In October, 1882, Mr. Cook purchased the bank of 
the estate and continued it as an individual enter- 
prise until the time of his death which occurred in 
October, 1885. 

Mr. Cook was a man who formed strong ties of 
friendship that were steadfast and lasting. His 
domestic virtues, personal excellence of character and 
exemplary life, endeared him to those who knew him 
and most to those who knew him best. He appreci- 
ated and admired uprightness and nobility of char- 
acter, and in all his dealings and various business 
enterprises he was guided ever ,by those estimable 
qualities and a fine sense of honor. His mind was 
imbued with a deep love for his country, and he 
often spoke in terms of tendere»t gratitude of the great 
devotion shown by those who risked and lost their 
lives in the great struggle for its preservation by the 
civil war. 

For some time before his death Mr. Cook took 
nmch interest in the question as to what he could do 
for the people of Seneca Falls that would be a per- 
petual benefit and pleasure to them. He finally 
settled upon the idea of erecting a monument to the 
memory of the brave soldiers and sailors who gave 
up their lives for their country in the war of the 
rebellion. He instructed his legal counselor to pre- 
pare a change in his will which should devote a 
large sum of money out of his estate to that purpose. 
His declining health continued so steadily that he 
did not have an opportunity to put his wishes in 
formal legal shape to be carried out. His wife and 
only daughter, now Mrs. Waldo G. Morse, however, 
being aware of his wishes, with a generosity that 
entitled them to and won them the everlasting grati- 
tude of the whole community, and regardless of the 
fact that they were under no lawful obligation to do 
so, determined to and did devote a very liberal por- 
tion out of his estate for the fulfilment of his worthy 
benefaction. The stately and beautiful soldiers and 
sailors monument that adorns the public park of 
Seneca Falls, which is the pride of the citizens of the 
village, will ever stand as a lasting record of his 
goodness and patriotism and also of the respect 
shown his memory by a devoted wife and daughter. 
Mr. Cook was a man who believed in the sentiment 
contained in the old couplet, "Let your good deeds 
be your prayers to your God." He was the kind of 
man who left a community better and happier for 
having lived in it. 

ToU Gate House of the Cayuga Bridge Co., 
The Portal to the West in Pioneer Days; On 
the Great Western Highway; The Method of 
Constructing Pioneer Homes; The Buried Road 
and its Rare Relics of a Motley Procession 
Resurrected. [See view on page 137]. 

[bV FRED teller] 

A little over a mile east of the outskirts of Seneca 
Falls on the west shore of Cayuga lake, stands an 
old building, weather beaten by the storms of almost 
a century and still bearing its time worn contour on 
the lake side of the village park at Bridgeport. It 
was formerly the toll house of the Cayuga Bridge Co. 
and in its early days was surrounded by quite a set- 
tlement of taverns, trading and relay houses and 
other buildings. What a vast procession, what an 
eager, motley throng of pioneers, emigrants and 
early settlers have passed by its portal for Seneca 
Falls, the Genesee country, and the Ohio territory 



beyond. I'^ach of necessity was obliged to stop long 
enough at this old house to pay for the privilege of 
using the bridge. The tribute levied was measured 
by the affluence of the passerby. If he had but one 
horse and two wheels to his conveyance he paid fifty 
cents. Had he four wheels and four horses he paid 
accordingly, one dollar and twenty-five cents. 
Nothing escaped that could ride or walk. 

The lower part of this building, the stone base- 
ment was built about the year 1800 and it stands 
today practically as it did when it was first erected, 
rhe act incorporating the Bridge Co. passed the 
legislature March 28, 1797. The amended charter 
was -March i, 1800. The bridge structure was com- 
pleted in the fall of 1800, or early spring of 1801. 
The toll house must have been completed for use by 
the time traffic began. The first bridge that was 
built was a little to the south of the later ones, and 
the roadway to it ran to the south of the house, true 
as a surveyor's line directly west through the center 
of the park to the top of the hill, as you find it laid 
out on the early maps. 

In grading the lawn I ran across this old roadway 
and as I uncovered it I found it just as it had-been 
abandoned when the new road came into use. In 
removing the stone with which it was embedded I 
picked up many a relic of those by-gone days. 
Besides horse shoes and the metal parts of harnesses 
were split ox shoes. Oxen and ox carts were the 
common mode of travel in those days. The carts 
were mounted on wheels which were simply solid 
cross sections of a tree trunk with a hole bored 
through the centre to receive the axle. Each pair of 
oxen and a 'Cart paid into the bridge treasury fifty- 
six and a quarter cents. Other articles which I 
found buried in this road were arrow and flint spear 
heads, German silver spoons and other things drop- 
ped from emigrant wagons. 

The first bridge not having proved a durable 
structure, another one was built two years later, 
parallel to and a little north of the first. The ori- 
ginal bridge was built on mud sills and some of the 
sections were carried away by the ice the first winter. 
The new bridge was constructed by driving spiles 
and was not as high above the water as the other. 
The early authorities state that the old bridge was 
dismantled to furnish material for the new one. The 
entrance to the last bridge and the road leading to it 
ran along the north side of the house as you see it in 
the pen sketch illustrating this article. 

The basement of the toll house was built of stone 
and remains substantially at the present time as it 
was in the year 1800. Thi toll office propjr was the 
west room connected with the apartments above by 
a dark interior stairway and opening to the north 
into the toll shed. Beside this door is a window fit- 
ted with wooden shutters and iron bars. Views of 
the entire length of the bridge on the east and of the 
road on the west to the top of the hill now in front 
of Mrs. Sarah .Modes' residence, were commanded by 
windows fitted with 7xq panes of window glass. 
Here is also the large fire place taking up most of 
the south side of the basement with its swinging 
crane for the kettle, and beside it the bake oven 
which for proportions rivals a fair sized bakery of 
today. Both are today about the same as they were 
originally. There are also a pantry and a store 
room, and a number of fire places throughout the 
building. 

When the upper part of the house was destroyed 
by fire somewhere about 1815 to 1820 (I have never 
been able to learn the exact date) in the midst of a 
severe old fashioned winter, a large barn belonging 
to the Christopher Baldy tavern was moved on to the 
old foundation which was lengthened to the south to 
receive the structure. I am indebted to the late 
Rensselaer Schuyler for much information in regard 
to the neighborhood. 
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I find a record in the county clerk's olfice in regard 
to the purchase by Christopher lialdy on June 14. 
181 1, of lot No. 5 of a sub-division of great lot No. v 
Gen. Baldy, the landlord of the tavern was of Huge- 
not descent and came from I'ennsvlvania. His 
drinks and tavern mixtures, such as "Mip" and the 
Pennsylvania .drink "mathigulum" were widely 
known-. His skill with the toddy stick and the red 
hot iron logerhead was of something more than local 
renown. He acquired considerable property but on 
the 14th of Jan. 1820 it was sold at forclosiire sale. 
Nothing now remains but the old well that was in 
front of his tavern on the village green. It would be 
a fme thing if funds could be placed in the hands of 
the Bridgeport improvement society so that the well 
could be cleaned up and equipped as it formerly was 
with an old fashioned well sweep. 

The old building purchased by the Cayuga Bridge 
Co. was fitted up into a toll and dwelling house. 
Its construction was of the early style of carpentry, 
known as fit and try. \ tree was cut down trimmed 
of its limbs and squared with a broad axe. A hole 
was cut in it to receive another timber which was 
cut away until it fitted the hole. In construction 
such a quantity of timber was used as in modern 
times would be considered a prodigal waste of lum- 
ber. The sills in the old toll house are of solid oak 
fourteen inches square. The plates such as are now 
made 4x4 are in this house several times that size. 
The siding none of which is less than a foot wide 
and a great deal of which is more than two feet wide 
was split with wedges, and as a consequence some of 
the boards are in one place one-half inch thick and 
in other places an inch and a half thick. 

In the closing up of the affairs of the Bridge Co. in 
1856 the building and premises were bought by the 
last toll collector, William Marsh who used it as a 
^sidence until 1861 when he sold it. After passing 
inrough the hands of a number of owners it was pur- 
chased by myself, about twelve years ago. I fitted it 
up and am using it as a summer residence. 

Treaty oi 1795; Finally Stripping the Cayugas 
of all their Lands. — The treaty of 1795 released the 
balance of the lands now occupied by the village of 
Seneca Falls to the State of New York. Si.\ years 
had elapsed since the treaty of 1789, which had 
released to us the lands contained in the other three 
wards (the first, second and third) and conditions had 
materially changed. At the time of the first named 
treaty there were few settlers in this vicinity. The 
few that had made a clearing or traded with the 
Indians, or engaged in other pursuits, owned no land 
as it still belonged to the Cayuga or Seneca tribes of 
the Six Nations. Since that time, however, the lands 
already obtained from the Indians had been surveyed 
into a part of "The Military Tract." Emigration 
had set in and the actual settlement of our com- 
munity had begun. Lands had been cleared, log 
cabins erected, and the previous year, 1794, the first 
frame building had been erected on our present Fall 
street by Lawrence Van Cleef Nor was settlement 
confined to land already ceded by the Indians. By 
means of agreement with the Indians and temporary 
leases, quite a number of white people had made 
their homes upon the lands of thet^ast and west Cay- 
uga reservations which, by the terms of the former 
treaty were to be retained for their own use and 
cultivation, .'\mong others was James Bennett, the 
ferryman, who lived on the shore of the lake just 
beyond the southeast bounds of our village. Another 
had a cabin just beneath the knoll on the bank of 
the Seneca river just below where the old Chamber- 
lain homestead residence still stands, on the north 
side and west end of Seneca street. The man who 
occupied this cabin was George Bailey. We know 
that he was the stepfather of James Bennett. We 
know that he was Commissioner of Highways in the 



latter part of 1796. We know that in 1793 Dr. 
.Alexander Coventry, the first physician M locate in 
this county, stayed over night at his house and at 
that time he was squaring up logs to build a foot 
bridge across the river at that point. That com- 
prises our knowledge of the man who must have been 
the lirst settler in the fourth ward. 

There were a number of other characters who came 
along and squatted upon the lands of the red man, 
who were not at all desirable. There were squatters 
who came in and took forcible possession, blazed a 
square of trees, built a shack or lean to, and settled 
down. Among them were desperadoes and outcasts 
in all degrees of crime. 

This clause occurs in the treaty of 1789: "The 
people of the State of New York may in such man- ' 
ner as they shall deem proper prevent any persons 
except the Cayugas, from residing or settling on the 
lands so to be held by the Cayugas and their pos- 
terity for their own use and cultivation, and if any 
person shall, without the consent of the people of the 
State of New York, come to settle on said lands, the 
Cayugas shall give notice of such intrusion to the 
Governor of the State for the time being." .And fur- 
ther, "The Cajmgas and their posterity forever shall 
at the request of the Governor of the said State be 
aiding to the people of the State of New York in 
removing all such intruders and apprehending, not 
only all such intruders, but also all felons and other 
offenders who may happen to be on the said ceded 
lands, to the end that such intruders, felon.s, and 
other offenders may be brought to justice." 

Under the terms of the above clause the Governor 
was obliged on two occasions to call out a sheriff's 
posse to rid the Cayuga reservations of these unde- 
sirable acquisitions. Notwithstanding this it was 
hard to keep out the horde that hung like leeches 
around the Indians and their lands in the Cayuga 
Reservation. 

After the treaty and the lands had been surveyed 
into lots by those who patented the different plots, 
many of them had a similar trouble. 1 will cite an 
instance: Lot No. 10 was patented by Daniel Larza- 
lere in the west Cayuga reservation. Lpon taking 
possession of it he found that it was already occupied 
b}' a squatter who had felled a square of trees, built 
a cabin and refused to be dispossessed. It was 
thought best to settle peaceably with him, and he 
was paid fifty dollars for his improvements and for 
vacating the premises. 

The treaty of 1795 was held at the Cavuga Ferry 
and the Cayugas released all lands they had retained 
in previous treaties except the Cayuga reservation of 
one mile square on the west shore of the lake. .-Mso 
a certain tract of land two miles square on the east 
shore of the lake, known as the Residence Reserva- 
tion, and the .Mine Reservation, a little back from the 
lake as well as "the mine within the same if any 
there be." 

New York succeeded a few years later In getting the 
Cayugas to release even these two small reservations 
which completely stripped the Cayugas of all their 
lands. The lands thus acquired were surveved into 
lots by John Cantine and Joseph .Annun. of about 
2jo acres each. Lot No. 6, now comprising the 
fourth ward of Seneca Falls, was patented bv Stephen 
N. Bayard which gave the Bayard Co. control of all 
the water power on both sides of the river. 

.■\11 titles and searches to real estate go back to the 
subdivision of these great lots formerly a part of the 
Cayuga Reservation tract. For instance, lot No. 10, 
above referred to, came down by inheritance from 
father to son until quite recently it came into the 
possession of Hon. Israel Y. Larzalere, who, owning 
sufficient other land, sold it. In order to give a 
search of the properly he was obliged to go to the 
original patent on file in the archives at Albany as 
there are no records of transfers in the countv clerk's 
offices. — Fred Teller. 
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"GRIP'S" HISTORICAL SOUVENIR OF SENECA FALLS. 



SENECA FALLS BUSINESS, 1904 

Attorneys — C A & WSMacDonald; CharlesCJohn- 
son; Hammond & Hammond; Hawley & Carmer; 
Gilbert & W M Wilcoxen; George W Pontius: O A 
Coons; F W De Mott; Ernest Gould; R G Miller; 
Daniel Moran; Samuel H. Salisbury. 

Banks — Exchange National; State; Savings. 

Bicycles — E C Davis & Co; J W McGarvey; M E 
Lynd. 

Boots & Shoes — Vosburg & Corey; E W Addison; 
Miles Fitzsimmons; John M Walport, Orestes Roffo, 
Antinio Forzato and Frank Fitzsimmons cobblers. 

Bees — John Suiter. 

Bakers & Confectioners — Wm M Cirone; Ferd 
Isenman; George Norton; John Humphrey; N Poolos. 

Barbers — G C Adkinson; Nicholas Durnin; Peter 
Gerrity; Fred Habel; Wm Lotz; F J Mackin; J G 
McKeon; T H O'Connor; W A Richards; Patrick 
White. 

Blacksmiths — Wm O Arnold; Bradley Bros; S A 
Kellogg; Andrew Mattison; Brady Bros; Thomas 
Moonan; W W Williamson. 

Baggage — Owen Burns; J B Johnston. 

Bottling — Michael McDermott; James ."Vnglim. 

Clothing — Clary Bros; W P Campbell; Mvers 
Tadtman. 

Coal & Limber — John H O'Brien; S S Palmer; R 
W Yawger: G R Stearns; F Maier; A P Hanev. 

Contractors— A F & P A Stahl; Charles McKevitt; 
Bernard McKevitt; GWBarlow; CharlesSmith; Gilbert 
FoUett; Morehouse & Son; J Flickinger; B F Peck. 

Cigar Mfrs — Frank Bauer; H H Jones; A E Gra- 
ham. 

Cream & Milk — James Souhan; Patrick .Mansell; 
L F Compson; Elizabet' Van Dyne; H Demun; L 
Markle: Fitch Williamson; M Johnson; Josiah Thorpe; 
Wm Youngs; Wm Lane; D Boardman. 
• Cafes- — G R Moore; E McConnell; Neal Doyle, 
George McCue; Geo Salcman; Wm H Adkinson. 

Carpet Cleaning — John H Winters. 
■ Drugs— G B Davis; P Van Kleck; T B Sharp & 
Sons; M R Casey. 

Dry Goods — J H .Anderson; T B Baird; L S Hos- 
kins; W B I.athrop & Son; Stephen Monroe: .\ M 
Felt us. 

Dentists— H S Waldorf; J H Sahler; E E Horton; 
Willard Hosier. 

Express — .American, J A .Ament, agt; United States, 
G Russell, agt. p 

Furniture — Fred Teller; E J Ryan; C H Powers. 

Florists — DH Ruthrauff; WmPowell; EWHudson. 

Flour Mills — Roberts & Briggs; Yawger Co; P 
H Smith, 

Furrier — Mrs A 1- Gale. 

Grocers — Clark Bros; C W Brown; Carraher 
Bros; O'Xiel, Wilkinson & .McCarthy; J H & G B 
Crowell; Elizabeth Feiran; W E Kennedy; E J Leon- 
ard; Thomas Magill; .A M Shepard; P H Murrav: C 
L Story; C H Papworth; M Xearpass; Owen .Mc- 
Guire; John McKeon; Thomas Smith; Fred Ward; 
Michael Eck; W E Walter: Norman Beach. 

Gentle.me-v's Goods — .AGKenyon; Heald& Forbes. 

Hardware — James McKeon: Story & Strong: G A 
Waller; W J Dillon. 

Harness — Enos & Whitney: E F Simmons. 

Hotels — Hoag; Stanton; Hanlin; Franklin:Seneca. 

Insurance or Real Estate — Charles W Combs; 
.\t Burroughs; A S & J S Gay: J T Miller & Co: J P 
Claynor: T .M McGovern; Sidney WSmith; A S Pollard. 

IcE Men — John Hanlin; George Vreeland. 



Jewelers— Williams & Son; H S Palmer; H W 
Radder; H R Sellick. 

Lighting — Seneca Edson Co, V C Dloodgnod, Mgr. 

Ladies' Good.s — Mrs E .\1 Co.\-Fralich: liee Hive; 
Mrs F M Shayler. 

Ladies' Hair Dressing — .Mrs W H Scollin. 

Livery — D M Kellogg; Stanton House; George 
Sullivan. 

Laundry — City Steam; Seneca Falls. 

Liquor Stores — D A O'Keefe; Thomas Carroll. 

Manufacturers — Goulds Mfg Co, punips; Rumsey 
& Co L't'd, pumps; American Fire Engine Co, Ro- 
tary Steam fire engines; Seneca Woolen .Mills, woolen 
cloths; Climax Specialty Co, specialties; Westcott- 
Jewell Co,rulers; Gleason,Bailey & Sciple Co,fittings; 
Seneca Falls xMfg Co, machinery; H W Knight & Son 
and'A W Brim, metalic letters; Lowe Mfg Co, plat- 
ing; E S Ingersoll & Son, paper; D Boardman, wood- 
work; National Advertising^Co, advertising special- 
ties; Waldorf Mfg Co, skirts. 

Millinery — Miss Moran; .M .A Flannigan; \ M 
Jennings; Harriet Slauson. 

Markets — W H Arnold; De .Arcy Burritt; J Cud- 
deback; F C Fisher; J Fisher; George & Co; Wm 
Sickford; G W Ward; W J Peck. 

Monuments — W & J Littlejohn Granite Co. 

Osteopath — D O Blackburn. 

Optician — A W Golder; Williams & Son. 

Oil — ^Janies Lacey; Francis Lynn. 

Photographers — G 1 Pruden; Bush'& Plain. 

Physicians— R B Covert; Wm M FoUett; Elias & 
F W Lester; J E Medden; Adolph Letellier; J S 
Purdy; F .M Severson; C Anna J Brown; F H Schoon- 
maker. 

Pension .Agts — S Weatherlow; John Van Gorder. 

Printers — Courier-Journal Co; Reveille; .Alver 
Parmelee. 

Pianos — Miss .Anna K Smith; Mrs S. Beck; Mr. 
Crandall. ' 

Painters — Curtis Paint Co; George Shandley; E 
Cook; W W Smith; Gus Smith; D D Gibbs; C Evans; 
W Van Dyne; Lucius Waldo; Wm Smith; J Kelley. 

Pool and-Billiards — John F McKeon; W N Pres- 
ton; Fred Young. 

Stationery— G F Clark; W E Hull; R C Wayne. 

Ste.nographers & Typewriters — Fannie .Amidon; 
Kate P .Arundell; B-lsie Armstrong; Edith V Avery; 
.Alice Bocker; Lula B Cone; Lillian .A Cruise; Jennie 
Fisher; Edna Hall; Mabel Henion; Jessie E Hopkins; 
M W Jacoby; Mary C Kirk; Jessie Kline; Emma 
Maier; Teresa E McBride; Ella Norton; Anna L 
O'Connell; Florence Parmelee; Katherine Sullivan; 
Loren Strong; Belle Teller; Ora Weeland:]" May 
Young. 

Tailors — T A Jennings; Fred Hock; .A Goodman; 
Horace Safely. 

Telegraph — Western Union, Cora A Curtis, Mgr; 
Postal, G F Reilly, Mgr. 

Teamsters— Wm Burns; E Brobst; P Reily; P 
O Rourke; James Rourke: George MacDougall; Wm 
Woods; Stephen Woods; Hugh Gilmore; George Sul- 
livan; Hugh McKeon; FAnderson;Wm.Malone;Charles 
Harris; Thomas Kennedy; Henry Singer; .A Freeland; 
Egbert Watson; Clayton Maxson; Joseph Dyson; 
James McKeon. 

Upholsterer— John W. Swaisland. 

Undertakers — Chas S Sanderson: Chas S Fegley. 

Variety Store — Fred '"enn; Wm Vanderhoof; 
Stowell; .A S Hughes. 

\'eterinarian — J B Hill. 



A4 R S. A. U. Q A U E MISS AININA K. SMITH 



Fur Garments made and repaired. 

Orders taken for Fur Dyeing and Blending. 

Skinner 55atin for sale. 



VOCAL AND PI.ANO TEACHER 
Agent for new and second-hand Pianos. Studio aud 

residence No. 6 Walnut St. 
Home Phone, 151. 



